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INTRODUCTION 
THE  COMING  OF  THE  NEW  ARMIUS 

In  this  book  I  have  put  toi,'ttlu'r  the  articks  uhieh  I  have 
writttii  (lay  by  day  for  more  than  three  months,  siiiee  that 
tir.-.t  (lay  of  July  1916  when  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Hritish 
troops  rose  out  of  the  ditches  held  aj^ainst  the  enrmy  for  nearly 
two  yiars  of  trench  warfare,  advanced  over  open  country 
u|)t)n  the  most  formidable  system  of  defences  ever  orRani/ed 
by  Lrn  at  armies,  and  bej^an  a  series  of  battles  as  fierce  and 
bloody  as  anything  the  old  earth  has  seen  on  such  a  stretch 
of  jrnnnid  since  the  beginning  of  human  strife. 

Hi  fore  July  1  I  had  an  idea  of  writing  a  book  about  all  that 
I  h;i(i  seen  for  nearly  eighteen  months,  since  I  abandon((l  the 
lia/iirdous  game  of  a  free-lance  in  the  war-zones  of  France  and 
Htltrium  (to  me  those  were  the  great  and  wond(  rfu!  days) 
:i!h1  b(  came  ollicially  accredited  as  a  correspondent  with  thi- 
Hritisli  armies  in  the  held.  I  had  seen  a  gofxl  deal  in  the 
trenches  and  behind  the  lines — n(arly  all  there  was  to  see' — 
of  stationary  warfare  from  Yj)rcs  to  the  Somtne,  and  enough 
to  understand  with  every  nerve  in  my  body  not  only  the 
abomination  of  this  doom  which  put  fine  sensitive  men  into 
dirty  mudholes  and  sinister  ruins,  in  exile  from  the  comforts 
and  beauty  and  decency  of  life,  under  the  continual  menace 
[of  d(;ith  or  nnitilation.  but  also  the  valour  of  great  juunbers 
of  simple  souls  who  hated  it  all  and  yet  endured  it  with  a 
queer  gaiety,  and  laughed  even  while  they  cursed  its  beastliness, 
I  and  resigned  themselves  to  its  worst  miseries  Ul  -  Christian 
iiiurtyrs  with  a  taste  for  beer  and  the  pictures  of  the  "vie 
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pjirisi(  imc."'      I  h;i(l  scdi.  and  siiffi  red  from,  the  boredom  of  this 

st;ttioti:irv  wari'.in-    an  iiitol.  rablc  l)ori(loiii  it  is,  dmiorali/int,' 

to   nw  11    wlinsc    ima;.Miiatioiis  <l<Tuaiid  soiik  tliinj:  hri^litcr  and 

more  varii-d  thin  a  i:hiu].M    Ihroii^'h  the  s:in(ll>ai,'s  ;it  the  same 

old  frin^'c  <.f  l.rokcn  tnr.  tiic  same  ohi  niindl  house,  the  same 

old   hn.'^of  chalky  tnnehts.  from  \vhi(  h  d.ath  may  come  at 

any  nionit  nt  hy  rilU-j^'reiiad''.  siiipi  r's  hulKt,  or  whi/.z-ltang— 

whieh   is  not  an  cxcitint'  form  of  diath  i^ixin^'  nun  the  thrill 

of  ilranuitie  moni' nts  Ivfon    they  drop.      Kv.-n  i[i  tliis  daiifrer 

there  was  no  enn    for  tlie  (hadenin;,'  monotony  :ifl(  r  the  lirst 

few    (!;i' s    of   n.w    exinrienee.      U    was   just    an()th(  r    part    of 

the  diriv   husimss.  and.  for  men  of  nervts,  a  na^'^infi  appre- 

lie-isive   IliouL'ht.    \  ariid   by   moindits    of    cold,   liorrihle   ft  ar. 

liehind   th'    hn.s.   on   supply  cohnniis.  at   railheads,  in   l)illets, 

in   sipialid   villai:<  s   "f  Flanders  and    I'ieardy   with  th<  ir  rows 

of  misirahle  eslaniin<ts  ;ind  evil-smelliii!:  farmyards,  IJoredom, 

monstrous  and  abominable,  sat  Hke  a  witch-hati  on  the  shoulders 

of  m;iny  nun,  divorced  from  the  int(  rests  of  their  old  home  life, 

from  their  women-folk,  from  the  reasonabh    normal  routine  of 

p<aeeful  ( ;'n(  rs.     l)iseii)liiie  and  duty  b.ad  taken  the  place  of 

personal  ambitions  and  the  joy  of  lif<  .  atul  they  an  cold  virtues, 

\  cry  comfortless.     Artists,  actors,  barristi  rs.  writers,  sportsmen, 

and  men  who  had  found  ^'.'od  fun  in  youth  and  the  wide  world, 

or  some  corntr  of  it.  found   themselvts  as  olVieers  on  supply 

colmrms,   l{.T.()."s.   l)..\.l).().S.'s.  and   in   other  .-uiministrativc 

jobs,  condemned  to  a  drndL;<ry  melancholy  in  its  limitations 

and  ap)>arently  inti  rminable.     To  many  of  them  their  area  of 

HCti\ity  was  conlin«(l  bt  twcen  one  squalid  villai,'e  and  another, 

and  the  chanci  of  a  stray  shell  or  of  an  atroplane  bomb  did  not 

really  brijjhten  up  the  scene. 

'I'll'  ^■  fou^rht  against  this  dtsolation  of  mind  valiantl>-  -and 
it  wanted  valour— forcid  tlumselves  to  .tr(  t  absorbed  in  the 
mimit(  details  of  their  work,  sent  for  the  old  banjo  from  home, 
oiX'ani/.ed  canteens,  smokinti  concerts,  boxini;  matches,  culti- 
vabd  ch<(  riness  as  the  lirst  law  of  daily  life  until  it  became  a 
second  nature,  bciu  ath  whi'-h  th<'  lirst  nature  only  obtruded 
at  ni<.'ht  wh<  n  they  went  back  to  si. .  p  in  tht  ir  bilU  ts  and  before 
sleipini:  eri(d  out  in  a  kind  of  a<jony.  "  How  lonu  is  this  going 
on  ?     this  Insanity,  this  v  aste  of  life,  this  unnatural,  danmcd 
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Tlie  JiL'itinjr  nun  liad  all  the  danger  :inc!.  on  the  whole, 
urn-  less  (hiil  cliirinj,'  the  long  jm  riod  of  stationan-  warfare. 
Thry  too  ciiltivatrd  cheerfulness  as  the  first  law  of  daily  life. 
and  it  was  a  hanli  r  job,  yet  they  succeeded  wondtrfully  in 
spit-'  of  ihe  lilthy  trenches,  the  rats  and  vermin,  the  ice-cold 
watrr  in  which  they  waded  up  to  the  front  liiu-  during  the 
l<iiiL'  months  of  a  Flemish  winttr  (beginning  in  October  and 
.iKliiii:    -  periiaps     in  April),  the  trench-feet  which  for  a  time 

until  rul)biiig-drill  was  adopted— drained  th<'  strength  of 
many  liattalions.  and  the  enemy's  shell-lire  and  mining  activities 
uhieli  tofik  a  daily  toll  of  life  ;;nd  limbs.  Many  of  them  found  a 
LTHK  some  humour  in  all  this,  laughid  at  death  as  a  low  comedian, 
L'uifawed  if  tluy  dcHiged  its  knock-about  tri(  ks  by  the  length 
i.f  a  tia\«  rse.  and  did  not  go  very  sick  if  it  laid  out  their  best 
pal.  •■  Vou  know,  sir,  it  doesn't  do  to  take  this  war  seriously." 
So  said  a  sergeant  to  me  as  we  stood  in  a  tn  rich  beyond  our 
krn .  s  in  watrr.  It  was  a  great  saying,  and  I  saw  the  philosophy 
uhieh  had  kept  men  sane.  Without  lauirhter,  somehow, 
anyhow,  by  any  old  joke,  we  should  have  lost  the  war  long 
a„'i'.  The  oidy  way  to  avoid  deadly  dei)r<-ssion  was  to  keep 
siiuling.  ,\ud  so  for  laughter's  sake  and  to  keep  normal  in 
ai)ii(.niial  ways  of  life  there  was  a  great  unconscious  conspiracy 
ot  eliterfulness  among  officers  and  men,  and  the  most  popular 
i!ian  in  a  j)latoon  was  the  fellow  who  coult)  twist  a  joke  out 
"I"  a  d.ad  German,  or  the  subaltern  who  could  lead  a  patrol 
niti)  No  Man's  Land  with  men  chuckling  over  some  whimsical 
uord  about  his  widow,  or  the  comic  cor()oral  who  could  play 
raulinie  tunes  on  a  comb  and  tissue-paper.  Behind  the  lines 
then  were  \ariety  theatres  in  old  warehouses  ventilated  by 
sii.llholes,  packed  by  nuiddy  men  just  out  of  the  trenches, 
who  found  it  dillieult  to  laugh  for  the  first  half-hour  (thev  had 
just  ei>me  out  of  the  shambles)  and  then  roared  with  laughter 
;il  (uuny  f,  Hows  dressed  as  Mrs.  Twankey,  or  Charlie  Chaplin, 
•  T  the  nd-nosed  comic  turn  who  satirized  "  brass  hats  "  and 
I h-'  Army  Safety  Corps  and  Kaiser  liill,  and  the  effect  of  a 
lT-m(h  sh.  II  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Private  Spoofkins,  V.C. 

Discipline  and  hard  work  helped  men  t<.  forget  the  voice 
tiiat  called  back  to  the  days  of  individual  liberty  and  peace. 
llKn  w;.s  always  something  to  do  up  in  the  trenches,  building 
!•!!,  th,   p.nmi»ts  which  in  the  Salient  bli],pi,d  down  after  every 
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ruin-st(»nn,  wiring,  rtvcttinj;,  di<j<,'iiif,'  new  coiniiuiiiiciition- 
trfiichts  (under  tlu-  tiiciny's  iniichiiR-^fiiii  lire),  keeping  Ciiriii:iii 
heads  down  by  snipinj;  every  head  tJiut  eanu-  up.  betuein  th<- 
stiiiul-to  at  dusk  and  dawn.  After  the  rehef  in  tlie  trenches- - 
•jetliii},'  out  was  tlie  risky  job — there  was  not  much  rest  in 
the  rest  camps,  wliat  witli  parades,  bombinj,'  schools,  bayon<t 
drill.  machine-f,'un  courses,  and  practice  at  tiie  rillc-ran},'e.  "  I'd 
rathir  be  in  tlu-  blinkin'  trenches  a},'ain,"  groused  the  tiri-d 
Tommy.  "  Oh,  you'll  soon  be  back  a;:ain,  my  lad,"  said  the 
.sergeant.     "  Yet  another  week  ol"  your  brij^'ht  younjj  life." 

It  was  the  yonniiest  men  who  were  most  cheerful — voung 
olliccrs  especially,  just  down  from  the  Universities  or  the 
Public  Schools.  Life  was  bej^innint;  for  them,  and  even  here 
in  the  dirty  ditches  tiny  found  the  thrill  of  life,  the  splendour 
of  lifi-.  the  l)eauty  of  life.  They  found  it  splendid  to  conmiand 
men,  to  win  their  trust,  to  "  make  j^ood  "  with  them.  The 
comradeship  with  fellow-olliccrs,  the  responsibility  of  their 
rank,  the  revelation  of  their  own  manhood  and  of  their  own 
couratie — they  had  beiii  afraid  of  failinj,'  in  pluck — and  their 
professional  interest  in  their  jobs  as  yiumers  or  sappers  or 
bombiTs,  whatever  they  mi<,'ht  l)e,  wire  j^reat  rewards  for 
the  dirt  and  the  danger.  I  saw  many  of  tlu  se  boys  in  places 
where  death  lay  in  wait  for  them,  and  tluy  had  shining  eyes 
and  strode  along  cheerily,  talking  proudly  of  some  little  "  stunt  " 
they  had  done  with  their  men,  and  not  worrying  about  the 
menace  overhead.  It  was  all  "  topping  "  to  them,  until  the  strain 
began  to  tell.  The  ideals  of  the  Pul)lic  Schools,  the  old  tradi- 
tional ideals  of  British  boyhood —"/^»/<r  ct  decorum  est  .  .  ." 
"Play  the  game."  "■  Florcat  Eloua,'''  or  whatever  the  old  school 
motto  of  chivalry  and  service  might  be — inspired  them  and 
made  a  little  white  llame  of  enthusiasm  in  their  hearts  at 
which  their  sj>irit  warmed  itself  when  the  body  was  very  cold 
and  everything  comfortless.  One  by  one  many  of  them  were 
soon  picked  off  by  CJerman  snipers  or  laid  out  by  Gennan 
shells,  but  others  came  out.  and  others,  in  an  eniiless  procession 
of  splendid  boyhood,  still  '"  to  play  tlu-  game."  With  them 
came  new  battalions  of  men,  whistling  and  singing  along  the 
roads  of  France. 

I  saw  the  first  Territorial  Divisions  come  out,  and  then  the 
first  of  the  "  Kitchener  crowd,"  and  graduallv,   month  after 
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iiiotitli,  the  huilcling  up  of  the  New  Army.     The  Old  Army, 
tliit  littK-  Heyuiiir army  which  foupht  on  the  rctnat  from  Mons 
t.)  the  Marne  and  th.  ii  upon  the  Aisne,  and  then  had  swun^j 
up  into  Flanders  to  bar  the  way  to  Calais— was  pone  for  ever 
and  was  no  more  than  an  heroic  memory.     In  the  first  Hattlr 
of  Vjires  and  the  second  they  had  done  all  that  human  nature 
((.uld  do,  and  the  fields  were  strewn  with  th( ir  dead  until  f)nly 
a  pitiful  renuuuit  held  the  lines  of  that  salient  against  which 
till-  ( iicmy  had  hurled  himself  in  massed  attacks  supported  by 
tn  tu.  iidous  artillery.     IJattalions  had  been  wiped  out,  divisions 
had  beeu     it  to  pieces.     There  had  been  s  massacre  of  Uriti^h 
ollie.rs.     .\  year  ago  a  battalion  comn)ander  told  me  that  he 
was  one  out   of  only    150  ollicers   belonging  to  the   original 
Expeditionary  Force  still  serving  in  the  trenches— and  a  vear 
is  a  long  time  in  such  a  war  as  this.     I  met  mt  n  who 'had 
p;Lss(  (1  unscathed  through  all  of  that,  but  th(  re  were  not  many 
of  them.     The  regiments  remained,   btit  they   were  filled  u"p 
with  new  drafts.     The  old  traditions  n mained,  fostered  by  the 
old   soldiers   here  and   there,   and   by  oJIieers   who   know  the 
value  of  tradition,  but  they  were  new  men  and  new  armies  who 
w,  re  beginning  to  crowd  the  roads  of  France  and  to  straighten 
tli(   lines  of  defence.     They  were  the  lads  who  htul  been  called 
to  the  colours  by  the  shouts  of  the  street  placards  :    "  Your 
King  and  Country  need  you,"  "What  did  you  do,  daddy,  in 
the  (ireat  War?"  (I  could  not  print  the  outrageous  ans'wers 
I  have  heard  to  that  little  simple  (piestion  !)  and  "  What  will 
\our  best  girl  say  if  you  don't  wear  khaki  ?  "     They  had  been 
ealled   by  cpiieter  and   nobhr  voices  also,   speaking  to  their 
In  arts  above  the  clicking  of  typewriters  in  city  ollices  and  thr 
\v!iirr  of  machinerj-  in  great  workshops  and  in  the  silence  of 
the  111  Ids  where  they  followed  the  plough.     It  was  an  army 
or  Muat.  urs  hastily  drilletl,  hastily  trained,  knowing  verv  little 
of  the  real  business  of  war,  but  quick  to  learn  and  full  of'pluck. 
Th.  y  wire  led  for  the  most  ])art  by  temporary  ollicers  "  for 
f  !h  period  of  the  war  otdy,"  with  a  few  old  "  dug-outs  "  among 
til'  !u  and  some  old  non-conunissioned  ollicers  to  stiffen  them. 
'ilie  tu rmans  jeered  at  them— not  the  enemy  in  the  trenches 
but  the  enemy  in  hostile  newspaper  ofFices.  '"What  can  this 
ral)t)le  of  amateurs  do  ?  "  they  asked.     The  answer  was  kept 
waituig  for  a  little  while. 
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JJir    \,\v    Annies    uvrr    I.Tirniiuf      Th.  .. 
'"'•••'^''ii>s.    th.    <.,,.,  J,i..,.   the"  Wliui        -f  "■'■'■      '■'"■'"-    *'"• 
-"ff'T  an.l    -stic.k-'   n.en       T      '  ■'.*      ''"'"•   '""^    ''"''    *'* 

their  1.  .on   in   rri.i.  ,nj  ,"       .'    XlJ       h"  "'"""^  '^••"'"'"^' 
the  V,.r.,  Salient,;  hen  t";nHhLTh       .    """'  ''''"'  ^^'■'^ 

i"''"t-  ol-   llK.  r   ,n,.is     uKi  ^''"''^  ,'';^V^  *'""  '"^■"  '''•'^'"  three 

i'ilk.  ....  I>o(ije.  l/ooL  Zi  ll  L      ^//hext  are  a  l.ta,.y  of  cjeath- 

^'^-^''^^ 'H^  ^hr  U.nhuZ  r^T,]     ^*    r\"   """{xtition    in 

-'<'th..-s.:-er^:\  ,;:;■•  -"--^'-  ^^'.-h  had  hun..; 
--edonivon.  :.e;.r  'weel'^h:''?,.:':'''''^''^^^^ 
''v;;:.^^';h^''r;''-fr^^^''-'^^  - 

A,.Hi  or  10.5 ;: :  '1: , ^;:  '';.;^^  '^v''^'  ;'r ^'''"^  ^'^^y  ■" 

ti'...^'  a  stonn  ..l'  -Teat  sh  K  i' t  H  ^''r'""--"'  '''^  l-iM...-fras, 
-'^'  the  ii,  Ids  a.r,  n  id";  ''''  ^^'V  '^  ^""'  ^'--^'^1  them 
^vo.nen.      1    J,..i  ;   -^T'  """'  '^''^•'   horMs,  and  dead 

«r-.>toidi s,snJl;^t:;^'%;^\!''''''V^-'-'  ^'^'ts 

"t  c'iKvrl-,,]  K,„,i.,,   soldi  T^.'m-  "■    :.'"'"''    '''"^''-  "-^^  '■"^' 

'-th.  ^n,  stalls,  h;;:  r;^  7,  ';^^--''  ^-i^at  the. 
-\the  shops,  and  strolling  i  o  ^  :  h Tn  /"'  ^""■"'" 
1"^""<''  tnseo.  s  and  the  riel.  >  ,.  •  '  *"  "^''""'^  '^*  the 

1  had  tea  with  a      u  v  r"        ''"  "';"'"^'^'  ^»' ^orations. 

Cathedral.   .   .   .    M.:^        '  :;"■";^'!'   '^  ^•""-''^•1'  '•--"^'  the 
later,   tlure  was  ,        ^   '   ';;*"   ^F-'-  -^a,n.  a  ,Vw  weeks 
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lliid  Ix.uiflit    th.  ii-    pictun-    |)ost  cards,  and  tlu-  (iraiulc  IM, 


U'f 


,i>  ,1  di M Tt  alxmt   the   tra<'ic  niiiis  ni  the 


i^nat  Clo  h   Hall 


aii<l  (atli<(iral,  which  were  huf  skeletons  in  sto/u-  with  brokf  ii 
niches.  \>ru\n  w  i)illars.  broken  walls  standini:  irainit  al 
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(,'reut 
hiilo  of  masonry.  Tu'-  Horror  had  conic,  wlun  suddenly  on 
[tlu  hnath  of  the  win<l  a  poisonous  cloud  stole  into  the  cilv, 
and  th(  re  was  a  wild  stampede  of  people  cholviiij,'  find  y.ispini,', 
lt<  rr(.r->lri(;ken,  black  in  tlie  face-  with  the  striiyijl''  to  br<  .itlie. 
[Hritisli  soldiers  and  Indian  soldiers  joined  th<  ilight  of  th(; 
pe(.[.].  of  Vprcs  in  a  wild  turmoil  through  the  stncLs.  Many 
vi  til.  Ill  f(l|  and  dieil  on  the  way.  A  dispatch-rider  roele  the 
otiii  r  \say,  towards  the  poison  cloud.  lie  had  a  niessatre  to 
(.irry  to  th<-  lines  beyond.  The  ^'as  cau^dit  hini  in  the  throat 
and  Iv  fril  off  his  mot(jr-cycle  and  lay  de;ul,  while  his  luachinc 
w>  lit  on  until  it  craslidl  into  a  wall.  Tlu  ri  the  storm  of  shells 
l>;ir>-t  oV(  r  the  .ity,  llin;,'in<f  down  houst  s,  tearing'  jjreat  holes 
in  th.  Ml,  and  li^'hlin^'  gnat  i>onlires  which  blazed  high,  so  that 
I'roni  a  distane.  Yfircs  was  one  llaming  torch.  .  .  .  T'.urc 
Urn  p. ople  who  could  not  git  away,  poor  women  anil  cliildreu 
who   Were   caught   in   tlu  ir  cellars.     One   woti.an    lay    ill   and 

could  not  be  moved.  An  ollicer  of  the  U.A.M.f.  promised  to 
get  back  to  her  if  he  could  get  an  ambulance  through  the 
lires  and  sh.  lis.  Late  in  the  evening  he  found  her  in  a  fii  Id 
two  niiles  away  with  a  new-born  baby  by  her  side.  A  voung 
French  olJlci  r  stayed  with  a  crowd  of  wounded  all  huddled  in 
ail  uiidirground  drain-pipe  and  tried  to  bandaue  them  and 
keep  th'-iii  alive  till  otlu  r  help  came.  For  four  days  they  coultl 
not  move  out  of  the  hole,  so  that  it  was  pestileiitiai.  Two  httle 
wouiuled  girls  lay  there  among  the  diad  and  dying.  One  of 
til.  rii.  with  eyes  strangely  bright,  talk.d  continually  in  a  voice 

pr.  t.  rnaturally  clear,  sharp  and  metallic,  without' intonation. 

>he  was  a  Flemish  child,  but  again  and  again  she  spoke  Ihnc 

words    of    French  :     "  Moi,    morte    dcmain.  .  .  .  Mui,    niorto 

deniain."     She  died   in    the  anus  of  the   young    Frenchman. 

'•  I  am  astonished  that  I  did  not  go  mad,"  says  the  young  IJaroii 

de  Hosen,  remembering  tluse  hours. 

"In    the    summer    of    1915    I     went     into     Ypns    several 

tinus.   and   always   the    sinister   horror   of  the    place    put    its. 

^I'ell    up()n    me.      I    spent     a    night    there    with    a    friend— a 

Strang.',  fantastic  night,  vvhen  shells  came  whirring  overhead, 
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lallii.;,'  with  h<;i\v  craslics  into  lli.  rnins.  H.  vond,  the  line 
<•!'  till-  Sali.iit  was  ontlirud  hy  tin-  white  hirht  of  Ihms.  In 
aliaiiiloricd  dujr-outs  \V(  r<-  wild  cats  who  s|.at  at  !iii-  ulnn  I 
|»<  red  in.  A  lorn  ly  sentry — [loor  hoy  !  had  the  jirn-jariis 
and  saw  j/hosts  ahoiit  ;  and  truly  Vpns  shonid  l.<  full  of  j.'hosts 
if  they  walk  o'  nights-  the  <,'hosts  of  all  th<-  rn<ii  who  hav«- 
Ixen  l.uried  alive  here  under  the  falh  ii  masonry,  and  havr 
Ixeii  kilhd  here  hy  shells  which  have  dnjf  enornions  craters 
in  the  roadways.  One  day  two  (iernian  aeroplanes  fltinR 
tlowii  hoinhs  as  I  stood  in  the  (;rand(  Place  stannp  at  its 
desolation.  I  w.as  amazed  to  know  how  «|uick'y  I  found  a  hole 
ntich  r  a  wall  which  I  had  not  s(cn  I » fore.  .  .  .  Vpres  was 
?ie\(  r  a  safe  place,  and  in  the  minds  of  many  thousands  of 
iJrilish  soldiers  who  <ince  |)ass((|  throuf,'h  its  ruins  it  is  etched 
as  one  of  the  j,'hastly  pictures  of  war. 

•Ml  through  lOir*  we  had  in  France  not  an  army  of  attack 
but  an  army  of  def(  nee.  This  was  not  prop(  riy  realizi d  by 
th<'  people  at  home,  by  our  .Mlic  .s,  or  by  some  of  our  jjenerals. 
There  were  (hmands  for  attack  before  we  had  enouf,'h  men 
or  (iiou;,'h  },'uns  or  enough  ammunition.  It  was  a  trajjedy 
that  we  had  to  make  •-(•\-eral  attacks  without  a  real  chance  <)f 
success,  \euve  ("hapelle  was  one  of  th(  ni.  and  it  failed  miserably 
vith  ;i  yreat  loss  «)f  precious  life.  Loos  was  .-inother,  niorp 
formidable  and  brilliantly  carried  out  as  far  as  Hill  70  by  the 
lith  (Scottish)  Division  and  the  47th  (London  Territorial) 
Division,  support. d  on  th<  ir  left  by  the  0th  (Scottish)  Division 
and  co-operatin«  with  a  stronj<  French  attack  on  the  ritjht  alonr 
the  Vimy  Kid^c,  but  unable  to  inflict  as  much  damajje  upon 
lh<-  enemy  as  we  suffered  in  the  assaidt  and  the  following  days 
when  the  Guards  attacked  at  IIulh:eh. 

It  was  the  first  great  bombardment  of  ours  I  had  seen, 
thoutrli  I  had  soph  many  small  on(s  since  an  attack  on  Wvght- 
.seiia<  t(  in  March  of  191.5.  and  was  the  first  time  when  w«- 
showed  any  n  al  strength  in  niassi  d  artillery,  but  w<-  did  not 
su|>port  tin-  first  assault  with  strong  rest  rves.  tactical  blunders 
Wire  made,  and  the  eniniy  was  able  to  rally  after  some  hours 
of  panic,  when  their  gunners  began  to  move  awav  from  Lens 
and  we  had  a  great  chance.  The  disap])oi!itment  came  verv 
(piickly  n])on  one's  first  hopes,  but  to  me  the  memory  t)f  Loos 
is  the  revelation  of  the  astounding  courage  of  those  men  of 
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'!..  London,  the  Scottish,  ami  the  (Juarcis  l)ivisi,.ns  who 
pro  <.,|  th..  nwftlr  of  th.-  X.w  Arn.i.s  (for  rv.n  nu.st  of  the 
(.uanK  w.rr  new  m,  n)  and  w.-r.t  int..  hattJc  with  a  hijrh-spiritc.l 
;.ilo„r  whu-h  conic  r.ot  hav.  1.,.,.  snrpass.d  hv  th.-  ohi  H.-Mdars 
I  ..•  >coN  w.n-  playc.i  on  hy  th.ir  pipers,  -'rh,-  Lo.ulo;  men' 
f.  .y  (1  moMth-orpans.  drd.hl.d  a  fo..thall-as  cvcr>-  one  knowv^- 
all  f  he  way  to  Loos,  a.ui  san^  "  Who's  Yotir  Lady  Fri-nd  '  " 
aiiiKJst  the  crash  of  shdl-lire. 

So  now  then-  wer-  other  classrooms  in  the  school  of  war- 

th-    Iloh.u/.o||ern    HedoMl.t.    H.dluch.    Loos,    and    other    hot 

■>nnfs  w.  that  broad    flat,  l.arren.  vdlainous  plain  pin.pled  bv 

•.lack     sa.t:-lu.ips-lossc-    8    and     Fosse     U    /n>-which    one 

a.rnKu-hed   thronyh   nnl.s   of  con.nn.nication-trenches    und,r 

li-vlnmnff  of  many  shells.     I  went  to  these  places  wh,-n  th. 

-ttle  was  on.  and  afterwards.     Quite  a  lon«  wav  away  fro,,, 

KM  there  were  spots  where  one  hated  to  lin^nr.'and  through 

ui.uh  one  had  to  ,,ass  to  fjet  to  the  battlefields.      Nov.-lles-l.^- 

\.  r,M,  les  was  one  of  then,,  and  I  had  son.c  nastv  h.mrs  thcrr 

h-n  I   went  for  afternoon  tea  with  sonu-  ollicen.  a.ul  found 

K-  .neniy  scarchn.^  for  that  house  with  four-inch  shells,  which 

■    '.'l  k,n    r  T  '""""7  '"  '^^'  ^''''^  >''^'-'^  J"^t  as  I  arrived. 

and  Ul.d  sonu-  horses  as  I  walked  across  the  Held  b<tween  thr 

-ur.  u„  cn.mps-the-rc  was  a  blue  sky  overhead  an<l  llc-ecT 
<  "u.ls  and  a  «olden  sunshine- t<,  a  hall  d.n.r  when-  a  nundx-r 
-■    youn«  n.en  were  .-xpectintr  <lcath  -<lislikinff  it  .-xcec  di.^glv, 
chattu,,,    about    trivial    thin.,    with    occasional    lau.htc 
^^  I'  ^-  i  d,d  not  nn<r  .p„te  tn,c.     Vermelk-s  was  another  of  the,,, 
ad  I  nevc-r  went  without  foreboding  into  that  village  of  ruins 
"h.  re  the  trench  had  fou^^ht  like  ti«ers  fn>,n  j^ardcn  to  garden 
an.l  house  to  house  befon-  the  capture  of  the  ch&teau-do  vou 
r.Mu.,uber  how  they  fou«ht  on  th(>  ^^n.und  floor  w.th  the  G<r,nans 
.''".ve  and  below  then,  lu.til  the  first-flcmr  ailing  j^avc  way 
a,u    Germans  ca„,e  thn,u,d>  and  a  youn,.  French  lieuten.ant 
H  ...-'  a  n.arble  \  enus  n.und  his  head  in  the  n.idst  of  a  writhim^ 

.bo  „,..,,  clutchu,.r  ,a  each  other's  throats?  Shells  .uad^ 
m.dl.r  dust  .lay  by  day  of  all  these  nd.bish-heaps  and  bi-.^n-r 
'■'I-  m  the  stand.nj.  walls.  The  smell  of  poisi„..,as  rented 
-..    he  br.cks  and  the  htter.     Other  s.nells  lurked"about  like 

scene  sp..c  n-s.     At  any  n.oment  of  the  day  or  ni.^ht  death 
'"!-ht  come  hen-,  and  did,  without 


warrwng. 


II 


i^'iier  up 


^^Z>^^ 
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«*nc  f.lt  siiftr  in  I  Ir    witidirtt;  ditcli.  s  huiiin-:  to  Hk   front  lims. 
Hilt  it  wiis  fh.  .»stn.|i  Mt.M-  of  siif.  ty.     On,   U.u\  i.nly  to  uiuunt 

11  sundlmy  ..rMl  irhiic,.  ov(  r  thr  si<l.-  of  thr  in  nch  to  sc<-  how 
tlu;  cn.my's  '•  cnnups  "  w.rc  llin^'iny  u[>  fourifaiiis  of  liirth  in 
all  (lir.cti<.nx  'Hi,  y  ramr  whining'  with  th.  ir  hi^rh  >(obhhn{» 
notr  ov<rh<;i<l.  I).  ;i.l  lK,«li.s  la\  uUmt.  I  ^  j,,  ti»<-  front 
tnrichrs,  l.y  Ilulln.h  ;in«l  thr  IIoli.ny.ol|.  III.  m.  it  hvcil  jilw.iys 
<los(  to  mil,.  -sImCk  vvhifh  nuLjht  op<i»  th<'  (.vith  IniKiith  thcin 
ill  liny  nioiiK  lit  uiid  bury  th. m  or  hurl  thun  hiyli.  'I  h.  re  \v(  r«- 
hurnhintj  lijrhts  on  th.  lips  of  tlu'  sh.li-cral.rs.  In  M.tiie 
phicfs  u  frw  \iinl,  only  s.  parut.d  Mritish  si.l.Uvrs  and  Ci.  rnuin 
soldiers.  Th-  y  foii^rlit  with  (uch  olh.  r  in  Mips.  It  was  iinoth*  r 
llooy.  . 

I  was  only  a  look.r-on  and  report,  r  of  oth.  r  iiien's  (•ouruf^e 
juhI  sufrilie.  -  a  niis.riil.le  Kanie,  rath,  r  w.  nrini,'  t,.  tlu-  ncrv.s 
and  spirit.     'Jh.  r.-  w.  re  nuiny  phic,  s  to  visit  alont;  the  front, 
aiul  altho.iirh  th.  y  u.t.   not  jilae.  s  wh.  n    it  is  ayr. .  abi.   to  pass 
a    few    hours    for   aiiuisenniit's    sake,    then-    was    an    immense 
inter,  st  in  tli-  m   p.  •  f.-s|i,,ws  of  war  wh<  re  on.-  saw  the  r.al  thiny 
and  th.   spirit  ..f  i(  all  and  the  njrJin.ss.  and  the  simple  heroism 
ol  th.-  Ill,  n  th.  r.  .     ••  I'jiiir  Stre.  t  "'  was  the  .  1,  inentarv  traininj,' 
scho(.i  for  many  of  th.-  n,  w  divisions,  uifji  a  toiuh  .if  .Vnadia 
111    its    w.KKJ.    in    spite    of    the    sni|H-is"    t)iill, is     which    came 
"/ip-/.i|)"'  throii.,r|i  t)„.    branches  aiul  th.-  brtishwo.Ki  fringes 
aloii!,r   the   oi.t. T    w.Jks.  past  which   one    had    t,)   er,-ep    warily 
lest    watchful    .\,-s    shoiii,!    sec   one   and    stop    oiu'   d,  ad.      A 
fairly  safe  place    ■  Plui:  Street  "  was  snppoMci  to  b.-,  but  men 
wcr.'  kilh.l  til,  re  all   rij,'ht"each  time   1   w,iit    I   saw  a  dead 
body    .arried    down    one    of   the    Klad,s-and    at    Hyde    Park 
(.orncr,  on  tht   e.lye  .)f  it,  a  collcairn,-  of  mine  was  hit  in  the 
st.miach  by  th.-  n.,se  ,.f  a  shell,  an«l  hen-  I  lir>t  h.  ard  thi-  voice 
of  "  P.  rc>-,"  a   hitrh-vi  l,x.-ity  f(  llow   who  kills  yon   before  you 
know  h.-  is  eoniiiiL.'. 

Th.-n  then  vva>  Kcmmel  and  its  nei<:hbonrh(KHl  for  an 
afterrioon"s  ad\>iiti!re  any  time  one  liked  t,)  l)e  brav,-  or  felt 
iiichned  U,  look  down  ii.h.  the  German  trenclus  iVom  Hill  05, 
which  iiiivr  a  \  erv  line  vi,  w  ,)f  tlu m,  np  alx.ve  Keiumel  village, 
strafed  mlo  a  i,h-..  labl,-  huddle  of  ruins  and  damnahlv  sinister 
:dKMit  the  d(.  j,  sh.  ll-er.-d.rs  and  the  ov,rthn>wii  crosses  in  u 
wn  eked  ehurehyard.     1   v,-n,t  there  one  day   in  a  snowstorm. 


■;|^^^,^^^M/*^^^''-flr^"'^^*^^^-' 
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iiiui  iitto  ori«'  uhi  rr  a  iMimh<r  of  Siisst  x  gi  iitlcrrnTi  were  sitting 
down  to  liinch.  Il  spoilt  tltrir  iii<  ul  for  th<  in  iiiui  tDiuir  k 
n<w  cntriiiicf  fliroiii;h  tin-  (iiiiin^-nxini  wall.  Mi-voml  thr 
vill!i>»r  wiis  tlir  ro;i<l  to  I Icbutcrnf.  It  ltd  thron(;li  opi-tj  TichN 
!«nil  past  u  Iwlt  of  trcis  less  than  a  thousand  yards  away,  wh«  rr 
tin-  (Ji  minus  lay  watching  hi  hind  thiir  rill<d)arrtls.  IJnt  ihr 
l''r<  iich  had  inadr  a  frit  tidly  little  arrant;tn)cnf.  If  an  opi  ii 
car  crawlrd  down  slowly  tin-  (icnnans  did  not  snipi-.  If  it 
wen-  a  coxt  nd  car.  prtsuniahly  a  (i< m  ral's,  or  went  fast,  they 
had  the  rit'ht  to  shtxil.  (^ihi  r,  though  it  sccnii-d  to  wttrk. 
Ihit  I  was  always  j,'lail  to  i»it  the  l(ni,'th  t)f  that  road  and  tn 
lind  st.iiit  ctivtr  in  the  fortr«ss-\  illa'^c  of  llchntirnc.  with  it> 
«ltt  p  diif,' iMils,  priMif  against  the  lighter  kiiiti  of  shells.  Th' 
(it  rinans  ha<l  Ihi  ii  lure  lirst  :ind  had  duy  in  with  their  usual 
industry.  'I'hi  ii  the  French  had  turned  them  ovit  after  frrorioiis 
tik'htifi^'-  thi  r<'  arc  many  French  yniMs  there  in  the  Orchard 
and  in  the  trenches,  and  a  little  altar  still  kept  in  ;;of)d  order 
i>y  Hritish  soldiers  to  Notrc-Damc-des-Trancliees ;  they  had 
yoiie  on  iWfm'iuff  and  stn  nj^th-  ninj,'  the  plac«-,  and  when  our 
nun  took  over  the  jjroiind  they  continued  the  fortilications. 
so  that  it  wiis  a  model  of  defensive  work.  Hut  the  (ierinatiR 
shelU  (I  it  with  methiKl.  and  it  was  safer  below  pronnd  than  above. 
In  the  Onhard  yonnj,'  frnitof  life  fell  before  it  had  ripened,  and 
I  dill  not  like  to  liiifjer  there  anions  the  ap[)li  -trees. 

Till  takiiiij  over  of  .\rras  and  its  n'-iyhlujurhood  down  from 
the  Viniy  l{idt,'e  to  Sonehez,  Ablain-.St.-Nazaire,  La  Tarjjitte. 
N't  u\  illr-.St.-Vaast  -the  very  names  inaki-  ine  feel  cold— libe- 
rated a  complete  French  army  for  the  defence  of  Verdun,  and 
it  was  our  t)ii.»c»est  service  to  France  before  the  battles  of  thr 
Somnie. 

I  went  into  Arras  and  saw  the  despoiled  beauty  of  this  old 
c'ity  of  .Vrtois,  silent  and  di  solate,  in  its  ruined  f,'ardi  iis  where 
white  statues  lay  in  the  rank  t,'rass.  except  when  shells  opened 
i^reat  craters  in  the  (irande  Place  or  tore  off  a  ^jablc  from  one 
of  the  .Spanish  houses  in  tlie  Petite  Place,  or  came  crashin?  into 
th'  wreekav'e  of  the  railway  station  or  knocked  a  few 
more  stones  out  of  the  immense  walls  of  the  Cathedral  and 
the  Hishop's  Palace,  throufh  which  I  wandered,  j,'a/inf»  up 
lonu'  vistas  of  white  ruin.  In  the  suburbs  of  St.-Laureiit  and 
SI. -Nicholas  the  enemy  was  very  do.se  across  the  garden  walls. 


*v 


i^Mjt: 


iNTRODrrnoN  la 

li«t  in  th«  Maisoii  llonur  om-  htui  t«.  tipt<K-  iiiul  talk  in  whisfHTs 
n  cliitiks  ill  Ihf  Willi  (then-  was  u  ri>MW<MHl  piuno  in  tin-  front 
[•.K.iii).  tlin»uj,'h  which  onr  conhl  look  ut  tin-  «ii.  iny's  Miiiiihaixs 
L  r.w  yiir(i>  away.     \Vriukl< d  o.ii  woiutii  aiitl  wan-fac««l  u'lil. 
|iv.(l  still  ill  tli>  il<(  p  o.Uars  «»f  thr  city,  comin),'  up  for  u  littif 
iiiiliu'lit  when  th<-  air  was  qui«t,  ami  sciittliiiu'  tiowti  ayuin  at 
III,    Mfrain  of  a  Nh.ll.     In  the  dusk  Miiall   lK)ys  roani.«l  ill.- 
irok.  II  stn  t  ts,  s<anh<  «1  aiiionu  tli<  littt  r  of  stom  s  f«)r  shrapn*  I- 
llnill.  ts  for  >,'aiii(s  of  niarblfs  (I  one.    playi«l  such  a  gafiu   in  a 
Iniu'lit  at  Vprcs).  and  t-m-kcd  a  vtiook  at  (i< miari  sh«  IK  fallin« 
la  >fr(«t  or  two  away.     Our  sol(li(  rs  hccanu-  familiar  with  all 
Itlirv   places,  stnwlf  th^o^l^h  tlu  ni  with  that  curious  niuttcr- 
nl-fact  way  «if  the  Hritish  T«»mniy,  who  makes  himself  at  hoim- 
III   h.ll-oti-eartli   as   thoiiyh   it    wen    the   usual   thiiiif.   ami    in 
jsoiicht/..    Neiiville-St.-Vaast,    Ablaiii-.Sf.-Na/jiire,    an<l   on    tlu- 
ri.lt.'e  of  Notrc-l)amc-<lc-Lorettc  held  the  liius  in  spite  of  iive- 
|H.iiit-nines.    aerial     torp«-does,    ever)'    kind     of    hi«h-explosive 
f,.rc.    which  tried  to  blast  them  out.     For  miles  the  ground 
H.I-,   slnwn    with    "  duds  "     so   that   one    hud   to   |)ick   one's 
I  way  Irst  one  should  kick  a  fuse     and  with  the  litter  of  men's 
I  (lot  his  and   IxMlirs. 

The  months  passed.  Spring  came,  and  niuhtingah'S  sang 
in  the  biishis  of  old  French  chateaux  and  the  wiMnlpecker  laughed 
III  tlu  forest  glades;  the  fields  were  strewn  with  llowers,  and 
the  brautv  of  France  sang  a  great  song  in  one's  heart.  The 
uhr.it  grew  tall  and  grem.  And  all  this  time  the  roads  in  the 
Hritish  war-zone  were  becoming  more  crowded  witli  the  trallic 
ot  men  and  horses  and  guns  and  lorries  -  miKs  of  motordorrics  — 
as  new  Divisions  came  out,  with  belts  and  harness  looking 
V. TV  fresh,  making  th.  ir  way  slowly  forward  to  the  tiring-lmes 
to  learn  th<  ir  lesson  like  others  who  had  gone  before  them. 
The  billeting  areas  widened,  became  congested  districts  from 
Boulogne  to  the  Somnie.  In  Picardy  and  Artois  tlurc  wiis 
kliiiki  evervwhi  re.  In  old  market-j)laces  of  St.-Omcr,  Bailleul, 
r.ethiine,  "st.-l'ol.  Hesdin.  Fruges,  Doullens,  our  Tommies 
jcisticd  among  the  stalls  and  Ixxiths,  among  the  old  women 
Hiiii  girls  and  blue-coated  *'  poilus,"  making  friends  with  then>, 
Kaniing  a  wond'jrful  lingua  franca,  settling  down  into  the 
(pKer  lifi',  which  alternated  between  the  trenches  and  the 
billets,  as  though  it  would  last  for  ever. 
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The  hiiniaii  pirturc  ohan<,'<(|.  N",w  tyfMs  of  m<  n  arriv.d 
arul  some  of  th«'  (.1(1  sta^.Ts  departed.  Thr  Indian  infantry 
also  W(rit,  and  I  he  fiat  H(  Ids  Ik  hind  Ncnvf  (  hapclh-,  where 
tin-  canals  cut  straight  Ixtween  the  nish«s.  lost  those  trrave, 
sad-eyed.  Invndsorne  men  who  seemed  like  fairy-l)0(»k  princes 
to  the  French  [x  asants.  whose  lantjuai,'e  they  had  harnt  to 
sp(;ik  with  a  eonrtesy,  .ind  with  soft,  siniph  manners  whicJi 
won  the  friendship  of  these  [H-ople.  In  the  winter  trenches 
the  Indians  had  shivnd  :  in  tiie  dank  niisis  ucross  the  flats 
tiiey  had  w,ir,d(  n  il  dolefully.  They  had  foiifrht  trallantly 
under  i.llic.  rs  wlio  sacriliced  their  own  li\  es  with  noble  devotioii^, 
but  th<  y  liat.d  rnod-  rn  shell-lire  and  all  the  mis(  re  of  trench- 
warfare  in  a  \\i[.  cold  eliniaf.-.  and  were.  I  timik,  i,'iad  to  yo. 

'ilie  Australians  canie,  and  for  tiie  first  tnue  we  saw  in 
rVaiier  Ihos,  l.ronzed,  halelu  1-f lecd.  handsome  fellows  who 
brouLMt  a  luw  charaeter  of  spKiidid  nianhoiKl  into  the  nu>dlcy 
of  i5ritish  types.  'I'hr  New  Zealanders  followed  with  Maoris 
amoiifj  them.  The  (.madians  were  addini,'  manv  new  hat- 
lalions  to  tli-ir  stn  ii^rth.  The  South  African  Scc.ttish  sent 
more  kilts  s\viii^i;i'_'  down  the  ntads  of  war.  There  witc  Xcw- 
foundlatid- rs,  WiNt  Indians  from  Harl.ados.  All  the  Enijiire 
was  scridiuLT  her  men.     For  what  V 

That  was  the  (]utstion  which  we  were  all  askiiiij.     How  and 
when   wtre   tli.se   ni(  n  troini,'  to  be  used  ?     The   months  were 
drair-ririi,'  on  and  there  was  no  j^r^-it  attack.      There  had  been 
saxai,'.   liL'htii..,' on  a  small  scale  nj)  in  the  Salient  at  St.-F:ioi 
and   the    ISInif.     The   Canaiiians  lost   >,'romid   under  a   sudden 
storm    of    sh.ll-lire    which    flattened    out    fhdr    trenches,    and 
retook  it  after  bloody  counter-attacks.     The  Vimv  I{i(!<r.>  }iad 
seen    h<avy    and    costly    li>,'litin!T    which    pained    nothinjr.     All 
alontr  th(    lin.    there  wt  re  raids  into  tht    enemy's  trenches,  hut 
It   was   H((|    Indian    warfare   and   not   the   bi^r'  |J,intf.     France, 
after  four  months  of  d.sp.rate  lijThtin,<;  at  Wrdun,  asked  when 
thi'   Krii:li.h   w(rr  uoiiiL'  to  strike.     And   British  s(,ldiers  who 
had    been    in   and    out   of   the   trenches,    month   aftir    month, 
seeing  heavy   jossrs   mount   up   by   the   usual   daily   t(j|i.   with 
nothing  to  show  for  them.   Ix^raii  to  despair  a  little.      Was  it 
fXoiu!,'  on   for  ev(  r  like  tliis  Y     'ihis  existence  was  intolerable. 
To   sit    in    a   tn neh   and   be   shelled   to  death— what    was   tiie 
sen^;e  of   it  'f     At  the  uieoS-tablc    there   wvre  muj   \\hu  found 
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file  world  all  Mack,  fhf  war  a  ruor.strous  horrnr.  an  outrage 
to  (iod  and  life.  I  had  r|U<(r  convtrsatiotis  vvitli  men  in  dug- 
outs, in  woodrii  huts  under  shrll-tirc.  in  FniH-h  ch&tcaux 
irihaliitcfl  In'  liritish  nniccrs.  and  lu-ard  thr  seen  ts  of  men's 
M,uK.  th'  ir  prott  sts  atjainst  the  d<K»m  that  had  ciuhaiiicd  them, 
thrir  |)<  rph  xiti;  s.  th<  ir  strivings  to  liiid  souir  s|)iritual  meaning 
in  thi'  de\  ilisli  a|)p<aranee  of  thinirs,  tluir  revolt  against  the 
brutality  and  s<iis<lessness  ^)f  war,  th'-ir  irotiie  laught«'r  at 
tin-  hluodv  contrast  between  Christian  t<aehin<:  and  Christian 
nraetiec  .  th<  ir  hlind  gro])ii)gs  for  some  li^'lit  in  all  the  darkness 
aMiJ  (iainnation. 

Hu-n  sudd(  Illy  all  changed.  The  "  Hig  I'usli  "'  was  to  eoine 
at  la--t.  Tn  lich  warfare  was  to  end.  and  all  this  great  army 
"fours  in  i-'ranee  was  to  get  out  of  its  ditelu  s  and  out  into  the 
(jM  u  and  strike.  Knorinous  hope  took  th<-  }ilaee  of  the  doul  ts 
aiiii  <lol(  fulness  that  had  begun  to  possess  rn<-n  of  melancholy 
tiiiiids.  It  would  Ik- a  chance  of  ending  th'' business.  At  least 
u(  Lad  the  stn  UL'tli  to  deliver  a  smashing,  perhaps  a  decisive, 
hldw.  .Ml  our  two  years  of  organization  and  training  and 
liiiiiding  up  would  be  put  to  the  test,  and  tin  men  were  sure 
I  i  lui  inselves,  confident  in  the  new  pow(  r  (.f  our  artillery, 
vjiif  h  was  tremendous,  without  a  doubt  in  the  s|)irit  of  attack 
wliiih  would  ins|iire  all  our  battalions.  Th<  y  would  light 
with  the  will  to  win. 

.So  we  came  to  July  1,  that  day  so  great  in  hope,  in  achievc- 
nniit.  and  in  tragedy,  and  what  happeneil  then  and  for  three 
and  .1  half  months  of  fighting  days  is  tolil  in  the  ailicles  now 
printed  in  this  book.  I  might  have  rewritfi  ii  flu  lu,  |)olished 
ill.  ir  style,  put  in  new  facts  here  and  there,  and  written  a 
I  arrative  of  history  with  a  more  considt  red  judiiment  than 
"as  possible  day  by  day.  But  I  have  thought  it  best  to  let 
thiTu  stand  as  they  were  written  at  gnat  spe<-d,  sometimes 
ill  ult(  r  exhaustion  of  lH)dy  and  brain,  l)ut  abvjiys  with  the 
'  iiKition  that  comes  from  the  hot  impress  of  n(  w-  and  tremen- 
(i'>iis  sensations.  'J'hey  may  hold  some  «pialities  that  would 
1  '  lu>t  if  I  wrote  them  with  more  coldness  and  criticisuj  of 
^•"^;ls  and  phrases.  Even  the  repetition  of  incidents  and 
!;'ij)ressions  have  some  value,  for  tiiat  is  tr\ie  of  modern  warfare 

a  continual  repetition  of  acts  and  sounds,  sights  atui  smells 
iiiu  emotions. 


ir.  THi:  HATTLES  OF  THE  SOMME 

'I'hc  nutliod  (if  attack  has  become  a  formula— tlie  intense 
|)nliminary    homl.anlmi  iit    almost    anniliilatinj,'    the    enemy's 
front  trenelus  (l.ut  not  all  his  tin-onts),  the  advance  across 
Ao  Man's  Land  under  the  enmiy's  curtain-fire,  the  rush  over 
the  «  nemy's  iirok.  n  parapets  in  the  face  of  muchine-<run  fire 
the  l)oml)m--nut  of  the  du«-outs,  f  |...  taking  of  prisoners.     One 
captured  "  v  llaj,'e  "  destroyed  utterly  by  shell-lire  days  before 
the  final  attack  upon  its  earth-works  is  exactly  like  another 
in   Its   rul)bish-heaps  of  bricks   and    woodwork.'  The   pictures 
repeat     therns.lves.     II.  r„i(.     acts     the     knockin«-out     of     a 
machine-;,'uti,  the  Ixunbinj,'  down  a  section  (;f  trench,  the  rescue 
of  wounded     n  p(  at   themselves  also  through  all   the   battles. 
In  my  chronieh  s  tl..  se;  repetitions  will  be  found,  and  the  effect 
of  tluiu  on  the  nuder's  mind  .should  be  the  effect  in  a  faint 
lar-off  way  of  the  nal  truth. 

Some   j)((.ple   iiua^nue,  and   som.-  critics  have  written,  that 

the  war  corn  spondt  tits  with  the  armi.  s  in  France  have'  been 

•'spoon-nd"    wi':>    documents   and    facts   ^uvvn    to   them    by 

General  He-ad<p:arte  r.>,  from  which  they  write  up  their  dispatches 

The-y   re,-,.jrniz-  tlie  sair.c    ineielei.l,   le,ld   in   different  style  bv 

different  ce)rrespe>ndents,  and  say,  "  Ah.  that  is  he)W  it  is  done  '  "" 

The>  arc  wronj:.     All  that  Ue-  j,ret  from  the  General  Staff  are 

the'  i)nef  bullrtms  of  the-  varieius  army  corps,  a  line  or  two 

of  hare!  news  about  the  caj)ture  or  loss  of  this  or  that  trench 

such  as  .-ippears  .ifte  rwarels  in  the  ollicial  cemimuuiqucs.     For 

.ill  the  detads  ..fan  action  we  have  to  re  Iv  upeni  e^ur  own  efforts 

in  tl...  aet.ial  theatre-  of  e.p.  ratie.ns  d.ay  by  day,  senng  as  much 

of  the-  i)attle-  as  it   is   pe.ssil,!,-  to  see-  (sometime-s  one  can  sec 

eve-rythin-   ^nel   som.time-s   nothin-^   but   smoke   and    burstin-r 

shells),   ^.  ttm-  „,t„  the-   swirl   anel    trallic  of  the   battlefields" 

talkm-  to    the   walk.nj:  \vonnd.(l  and  the-   priseMiers,   the  mcii 

fZom-  u.  anei  the-  n.e-..  ce.min-  e.ut.  jroinj,  to  the  h.ad.n.arters 

ot    bn-aeles,  ehvisie.ns.  and  ee.rps  for  exact  infe.rmation  as  to 

the  pro-re  ss  e.f  the  battle-  IVe.m  the  -ene  rals  and  officers  directing/ 

the-    ..,H.rati.-ns     an.l    !r,ttin.r   into   t..u'-h   as    se.on   as    pe^ssible 

with  the-  battalions  actually  en^rairc-ij.     AH  this  is  not  as  easy 

as  It  se.uneis.      It   ..  not  elone-   without  fati-ue,  and  mental  u's 

well  as   physical  strain.      It  takes  o^.e  inte,   unpleasant   places 

fre.m  wh,e-h  e,n.-  is  -lael  a.iel  lucky  te,  jr,t  back.     But  we  have 

full  nie.l.t.es  lor  seeir-  and  knowing  the  truth  of  thii.gs,  and 
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-  (  iiK.ic  ;iiul  know  niori-  of  the  wiiolc  hattk-linc  than  is  jKissiblr 
-A.h  t..  Divisional  ri.iuralsuiid  other  ollitrrs  in  hij^h  coniinand. 
Imp  ui-  have  a  pass  (iial.lini:  iis  to  no  to  anv  part  of  the  front 
at  any  time  and  Ret  the  facts  aiu!  junnts  of  viiw  from  ev<r>- 
class  and    rank,   from   the   trenches   to  (J.II.Q.     Reause  the 
(orn^pondents  sopk  times  tell  the  same  stories  it  is  Ix-caiise 
^vv  t<  11  tin  rn  to  (ach  other,  not  i)elievinp:  in  prof.ssional  rivalry- 
HI   a    war  of  this  gnatness.     Our  only   limitations   in   trutli- 
tdh.i^r  are  those  of  onr  own  vision,  skill,  and  conscie.    e  under 
th.    <iiseij)hne  ..f  the  military  r(  risorship.     I  have  no  f)ersonal 
<|iiarn  1  with  that  eensorship—thouph  all  censorship  is  hateful. 
Alter  many  alterations  in  method  and  principle  it  was  c.\ereis(-d 
tlirouj,'hoiit  the  hattl.  s  of  the  Somme  (and  for  months  l)efore  that. 
ulicn  there  was   no  eonsjuracy  of  silence  but  only  the  lack  of 
-r.  at  events  to  chronicle)  with  a  really  broad-minded  oolicy  of 
al.Mumc;  the  IJritish  f)eople  to  know  the  facts  about  their  Ti^htinc 
inr.,  save  those  which  would  give  the  enemv  a  chance  of  spoilin-r 
-'      plans  or  hurting  us.     If  there  had  been  no  censorship  at 
all  It  would  be  •mpossiblc  for  an  honourable  correspondent  t.. 
t.ll  some  thinj,rs  within  his  knowledffc-^ur  exact  losses  in  a 
-  rtain  action,  failures  at  this  or  that  point  of  the  lim-.  tactical 
I'liinders  which  mipht  have  been  made  here  or  there,  the  tlis- 
pnMtK.n  or  movement  of  troops,  the  positions  of  batteries  and 
[  "')Mr  vat  ion-posts. 

Tfi.se   are  things   which   the   enemy   must   not   know.     So 
I  '1"  riot  think  that  durinp  the  whole  of  the  Somme  fi^'htins 
thrn-  was  more  than  a  line  or  two  taken  out  of  one  or  the 
"•('"•  -f  my  dispatches,  and  with  the  exception  of  those  words 
;||  .V  are   printed  as  they  were   written.       They   tell  the  truth. 
ii'  r.-  is  not  one  word,  I  vow,  of  conscious  falsehood  in  them 
Hu.  they  do  not  tell  all  the  truth.     I  have  had  to  spare  th<- 
•'liiiirs  of  m,n  and  wom.n  who  have  sons  and  husbands  still 
liL'iUint.  m  France.      I  have  not  told  all  there  is  to  t.II  about 
;  !'•  a-oni.  s  of  this  war.  nor  given  in  full  realism  th<-  horrors 
■li.'t    are    inevitable    in    such    fij^'htini:.     It    is    perhai)s    better 
'■'''  f'>  «lo  so,  here  and  now,  although  it  is  a  moral  cowardice 
'^Inrh   makes  many  people   shut    their  eves  to  the  shambles, 
'oinfortui-  their  souls  with  fine  phrases  about  the  beautv  of 
■■■"•riliee. 

Oik   thing  Juirt  me  badly  in  writing  my  accounts  and  hurts 
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me  still.  For  military  nusons  I  have  not  b<«n  p<rmittcd  to 
f,'iv('thc  n.'iincs  of  all  the  troops  tn;,'u>,'((l  from  day  to  day,  but 
only  a  f (  w  nariu  s  all(tw(d  by  our  Intdli<,'(  nee.  The  Germans 
were  eountiri!,'  up  our  divisions,  reckoning  how  many  men 
wc  had  in  r<  s<  rvc,  how  many  were  ajjainst  them  in  the  lines. 
It  was  not  for  us  to  help  them  in  this  arithmetic.  But  it  is 
hard  on  the  men  and  on  their  peoph-.  They  do  not  ^'et  that 
nmiediatc  fame  and  honour  for  their  rejjijuents  which  thev 
hav(;  eani((l  by  the  splendour  of  their  courai/e  and  achieve- 
nients.  It  is  not  my  ♦ault,  for  I  would  «ive  all  their  names 
if  I  could,  and  tire  out  my  wrist  in  praisinj;  them  if  it  could 
give  tlu  ni  a  little  spark  of  pleasure  and  pride.  But.  after  all, 
each  man  who  fought  on  the  Jsonmie  shans  the  ;j;eneral  honour 
which  b(  loiirrs  to  all  of  them. 

The   e(irr(-,pond(  nts    with   the   armies   in    the    field   do   not 
prophesy  or  criticize  or  sit  in  judpment.     That  is  not  within 
our  ord<  rs.  and  bdonirs  to  the  liberty  of  writin<x-men  who  sit 
at  home  with   th(  ir  luaps  and  the  ollieial   bulletins  and  our 
dispatches  from  (he  front.     "  Th.  .e  is  no;  on<'  of  these  indus- 
trious nun."'  writes  a  critic  of  our  work,  "  wh(.  has  '    d  the 
experience    to  form  a  military  judf,mient."'     Well,   thai   is  as 
may  be.  thou(r)i  ^ve  have  had  more  experience  ejf  war  than 
most  men  will  have,  1  think,  fe)r  another  fifty  years.     In  our 
own  me  ss  we  iire  critics  anei  pre)phe>ts  and  judtjes.  and  I  fancy 
wc  coulel  uWv  a  |)e>int  or  twe)  to  the-  experts  at  home,  and,  with 
luck,  later  e)n,  may  elo  so.     \ow  in  the  war-ze)ne  we  arc  but 
chroniclers  of  the  li;,ditin<,'  day  by  day.  tryinj;  to  jjet  the-  facts 
lis  fully  as  possible'  and  puttinj;  them  de)wn  as  clearly  as  thev 
appear  eiut  e.f  tlu  turme)il  e)f  battle.     Even  now  in  this  Intrexluc- 
tion  I  shall  atteii.pt  no  summing  u})  of  tlu-  results  achieved  by 
these  battles  of  the-  Soiuuie',  except  by  saying  that  by  etiemnous 
sacrifices,   by   ineli\  ielual  courage  beyond  the  ne)rnial  laws  of 
human  natun  as  I  thought  I  kne-w  them  once,  by  great  ellicicncy 
in  orgauizatie)!!  anel  a  resolute-  purpose  not  checked  e>r  weakened 
by  any  obstae-les,  e>ur  troops  broke-  through  pexsitions  which 
the-  ene-my  believeei.  anel  hael  a  right  to  believe,  impregnable, 
carrie-d  by  assault  his  first,  second,  and  third  systems  of  trenches, 
drew  in  his  re-serves  nith  many  guns  and  men  from  Verdun 
so  that  the-  Frenc-h  could  counter-attack  with  brilliant  success, 
and  inflicted  upon  the  eiuiny  heavy  and  irreparable  loss  which, 


^»       . 


.     „r    Mil  111!  Jl  Ml  ^.^^  ▼!».■,•"»/.??' .::  ■""WT^iWEWBEJO'Tr 


INTRODUCTION 


19 


as  uc  hope  and  believe,  thougi  with  imperfect  knowledge,  he 
cnniiot  afford  without  weakenirg  his  line  of  defence  on  our  own 
front  and  facing  our  Allies.  These  hammer-strokes  were  not 
(Iceisive  in  victory.  I  believe  ^hat  the  German  strength  of 
r(  sistanee  and  attack  is  still  great.  I  do  not  see  a  quick  ending 
of  this  most  horrible  massacre  i-.i  the  fields  of  Europe.  But 
it  was  only  the  weather  which  stopped  for  a  time  our  forward 
projrress  when  at  the  end  of  October  the  rain-storms  made  all 
tht  battlefield  a  swamp  and  obscired  the  observation  which 
Dur  men  had  won  by  three  months  and  a  half  of  uphill  fighting 
;iii(l  desperate  strife.  Even  then  in  th"  mud  they  took  many 
more  prisoners  in  heavy  fi'^'hting  up  by  the  Stuff  and  Seliwaben 
K(d()ubts  which  the  enemy  hated  us  to  hold  because;  of  thi ir 
<l(.minating  ground  to  the  north  of  Thiepval  -and  then  in  the 
foL'  made  that  great,  audacious  attack  on  Beaumont-Hamel, 
which  captured  one  of  the  stougest  positions  against  our  own 
front  with  over  6000  prisoners.  Of  that  last  attack  I  saw 
nothing,  being  home  on  sick-leave. 

I  must  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  Tanks.  After  the  first 
•rnat  surprise,  the  exaltation  of  spirits  caused  by  these  new 
motor-monsters,  there  followed  a  disappointment  in  the  puuhc 
mind  and  even  among  our  soldiers.  Some  of  the  infantry, 
poor  lads,  hoped  that  at  last  the  enemy's  deadly  machine-gun 
lire  would  be  killed  by  these  things  and' that  in  future  infantry 
attacks  would  be  a  walk-over  behind  the  Tanks.  That  was 
lioping  too  much.  It  would  require  thousands  of  Tanks  to 
do  that  and  we  had  only  a  few.  But  I  have  the  record  of 
whiit  each  Tank  did  in  action  up  to  the  middle  of  October, 
iind  it  leaves  no  room  for  doubt  that,  balancing  success  with 
failure,  these  new  machines  of  war  have  justified  their  inventors 
a  hundred-fold.  They  saved  many  casualties  at  certain  points 
of  the  line  and  helped  to  gain  many  important  positions,  as 
iit  Thiepval  and  Flers,  Courcelette  and  Martinpuich.  If  we  had 
t  iiongh  of  them— and  it  would  be  a  big  number— trench  warfare 
would  go  for  ever  and  machine-gun  redoubts  would  lose  their 
terror. 

The  battles  of  the  Somme — as  we  call  this  fighting,  curiously, 
for  on  our  side  it  is  not  very  near  the  Somme— are  not  yet 
tinished.  As  I  write  these  words  it  is  orilv  a  lull  which  seems 
to  end  them,  and  does  end  at  least  the  first  phase  with  which 
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I  deal  in  the  papcs  that  ff)llow.     They  are  pages  written  on 
the  PV(  iiinps  of  batth-  hastily  and  sonu  times  feverishly,  after 
days  of  intense  experience  and  tiring  sensation.     Yet  there  i 
in  them  and  through  th(  ni  one  passionate  purpose.     It  is  \< 
reveal  to  our  people  and  the  world  the-  high  valotir,  the  self 
sacrificing  disciplini    of  soul,  the  supreme  endurance  of  those 
men  of  ours  who  fought  and  suffered  great  agonies  and  died, 
and  if  not  kilh  d  or  wounded,  came  out  to  rest   a   little   while 
and  fight  again,  not  liking  it,  you  understand— hating  it  like 
the  hell  it  is  -hut  doing  their  duty,  with  a  gnat  and  glorious 
devotion,  according  to  the  light  that  is  in  th(  ni. 
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THE  HISTORIC  FIRST  OF  JULY 


With  tiu.  Huitish  Aumie.s  in  tuk  Field,  July  1,  191(i 

Thk  iittiu'k  which  wus  Uuinchcd  to-day  aj^iiiiist  the  Gorman 
litirs  oil  a  'JO-iuili'  front  bt'yan  well.  It  is  not  yet  a  victory,  for 
victory  comes  at  the  end  of  a  battle,  ar.d  this  is  only  a  Ixj^inuini^. 
Hut  our  troops,  fighting  with  very  splendid  vahjiir,  have  swi  pt 
iicross  the  enemy's  front  trenches  along  a  great  part  of  the  line 
of  attack,  and  have  captured  villages  and  strongholds  whi(;h 
the  Ciermans  have  long  held  against  us.  They  are  fighting 
tht  ir  way  forward  not  easily  hut  doggedly.  Many  hmidreds 
of  tile  enemy  are  prisoners  in  our  hands.  His  dead  lie  thick  in 
the  track  (jf  our  regiments. 

And  so,  after  tlie  first  day  of  battle,  we  may  say :  It  is,  on 
l)alance,  a  gotnl  day  for  England  and  France.  It  is  a  day  of 
promise  in  this  war,  in  which  the  blood  of  brave  men  is  poured 
I  ut  upon  the  sotlden  fields  of  Europe. 

For  nearly  a  week  ::ow  we  have  been  bombarding  the  enemy's 
iuus  from  the  Yser  to  the  Somme.  Those  of  us  who  liave 
Wiitelud  this  bombardment  knew  the  meaning  of  it.  We  knew 
that  it  was  the  preparation  for  this  attack.  All  those  raids  of 
the  wtik  which  I  have  n corded  from  day  to  day  wtre  but 
I'  iuliiig  to  a  greatir  raid  when  not  hundreds  of  men  but  hundreds 
ni"  thousands  would  leave  their  trenches  antl  go  forward  m  a 
UTiat  assault. 

We  had  to  h  ep  the  secret,  to  close  our  lips  tight,  to  writi; 
\ague  words  le->t  the  enemy  should  get  a  hint  too  soon,  and 
*!>.!■  strain  w.i-i  great  u}M)i>.  us  and  the  suspense  an  ordeal  to  the 
!n  rves,  because  as  the  hours  went  by  they  drew  nearer  to  the 
fiuK  when  great  masses  of  our  men,  those  splendid  young  men 
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who  li;i\(  ^'<iii(  ii.arciiiii':  ;iI(.iil;  the  roiuls  ol'  France,  would  Ik- 
s<  rit  into  till  ii|i<ii,  (lit  (if  lilt  (iitflu  s  when  they  got  cover 
Iriiiii   till    (ii  rmaii   lire. 

'I'lii-^  s(  ( nf  was  loll  sli.ulowid  ))\  many  signs.  Tiavtiling 
alont;  lii'  roads  wi  saw  mw  guns  arri\ing  li'-avv  guns  and 
litld-giii  -,  wc(k  at't< T  W((k.  we  W(  re  liuilding  up  a  gnat 
Wi  i^llt   (.1   u<  (ai. 

Passim.'  ||;(  III.  UK  n  raisrd  tin  ir  (ycl)rows  and  siuiicil  grimly. 
.  .  .  A  lidi  of  m<  n  llowid  in  IVom  tln'  ports  of  France— new 
ni«  11  ol'  new  i!i\  isiiiiis.  Tiny  pass(  <1  to  sonn'  part  of  tin  front, 
disappi  ail  "I  f' ^r  a  wliili  .  were  mil  again  m  lipids  and  billets, 
lookii!''  !iard<  r.  Iia\  i'li,'  slorit  s  to  ti  II  of  trench  lih  and  ndds. 


Th(    Aiiiix 


Was  i.rrowuiLr. 


'11 


u  re  was  a  mass  ot  nun  lure  in 


Franct-,  and   '-oim    day  they  would  Ix-  ready,  trained  <  iiongh, 
hard  enoiM'h.  to  strik(  a  hiir  hlow. 


Wi  I 


ir   tw 


o    aL'o    tiK      \vnisl>er    Iiassi-f 


\\ 


'  "r-'  goiiig  to 


attack.""  Flit  no  more  than  that,  cxc(  pt  h*  hind  cl(is<d  doors 
of  the  UH  ^s-room.  .Soin(  how  hy  the  look  on  nien"s  faces,  by 
Iheir  sill  nei  s  .nnd  though!  fulness,  one  could  guess  that  some- 
thing  was   to   hajipeii. 

There  was  a  thrill  in  the  air.  a  thrill  from  the  pulse  of  men 
who  know  tin  III.  aniiig  of  attack.  \Vould  it  be  in  .Func  or 
.luly  ".'...  'ih(  lit  Ids  of  France  wen  \t  ry  beautiful  this  June. 
Tin  re  wi  !(  rose  s  in  the  irai'deiis  of  old  French  cluitiaux.  l*op[)ie!» 
put  a  llaiii-  of  colour  in  the  fields,  close  up  to  the  tn  riches,  and 
llun  uije  loh;,'  stretches  oi  gold  across  the  countryside.  A 
j)ity  that  all  this  siioiild  be  spoilt  by  the  pt  st  <if  war. 

So  sonic  of  Us  thought,  but  not  many  soldiers.  After  the 
misery  of  a  wt  t  wintt  r  and  the  exj)ectations  of  the  spring  they 
Wire  kiui  to  ml  out  of  the  trenches  again.  All  their  training 
l((l  ui  to  thai.  'I'Ik  spi-it  of  the  men  was  for  an  asssinlt  across 
the  C.J, 111.  and  tluy  were  conlident  in  the  new  power  of  our 
guns.   .   .   . 

Tile  LTiMis  s], ,ke  one  iiioniing  last  week  with  a  louder  voice 
than  has  yet  bt  i  n  heard  ujioii  the  front,  and  as  thty  crashed 
out  W(  kiK  w-  thai  it  was  the  signal  for  th.'  new  attack.  Their 
lire  incnasrd  in  mteiisity.  coxcring  raids  at  many  points 
of  the  line,  until  at  last  all  thinirs  wen-  ready  for  th'' biggest 
raid. 
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TIk  scone  of  thf  l)attl»rnl(ls  at  nijjht  was  of  tcrrihU-  hcaiitv. 
I  ti.oton  (I  out  to  it  frotn  a  town  bt-hind  the  lints,  whtn-  through 
Ih.ir  (l;irk<  :i«(l  windows  French  citizens  watciird  (he  illuinina- 
imti  of  lli<  sky,  throbbintj  ^"^^  llasliinj,'  to  distant  shtll-liri'. 
|{i  hiiid  tlif  hncs  the  villa<»es  were  asUtp,  without  the  twinkle 
iif  ,1  htiiif)  in  any  window.  The  sliadow  forms  of  sentries  paced 
iip  and  down  outside  the  stone  archways  »)f  old  French  houses. 

II.  n  arul  tin  n  on  tlie  ro;n!s  a  lantern  wa\ed  to  and  fro,  and 
it^  rays  yhannd  upon  the  lonjj  bayi»net  and  st'-el  castpie  of 
;<  I'll  iieh  'r<  rritoriiil.  and  upon  the  bronzi d  face  of  an  Fnj,dish 
-')1(1;(  r,  who  i-arne  forward  to  stare  closely  at  a  pit ce  of  paper 
uliieh  aliowtd  a  man  to  no  into  the  fires  of  In  11  up  there.  It 
w;is  an  Kuijlish  vt)ice  that  j^ave  the  hrst  challi  ii;,re,  .'ind  then 
tMJled  out  '■  tiotni  niyht  "  with  a  strange  and  unofiicia 
lri(  lulliness  as  a  ;,freetinj»  to  men  who  were  j,'oin<j  towards  the 
iT'iMS. 

Till  htlds  on  the  ed},'e  of  the  ])atlle  of  ^uns  were  vi  ry  peaceful. 
A  fain'  bree/i  stirred  the  tall  wheat,  alcove  winch  tin  re  lltMited 
.1  tnilky  li^'ht  transfusiiij^  the  darkness.  The  pt>ppv-helds  still 
Lrliiwi  (1  redly,  and  there  was  a  ijlint  of  {^old  frt>ni  lony  stretches 
ol  inustanl  llowtr.  Ikyond,  the  woo<ls  stt><j<l  black  a{,'ainst  the 
^ky  aiK)\e  little  hollows  where  British  soUliers  wire  encamped. 

'Ihi  re  by  the  liijht  of  candles  which  j,'avc  a  rose-colour  to  the 
1  aint  1  canvas,  t)oys  wtrc  writini,'  letters  home  before  lyiuf; 
liown  to  slet  [).  St>me  horsemen  wire  movinj,'  dowrt  a  \ alley 
fnad.  Fartlnr  off  a  lou^  ct)lunm  of  black  lt>rri>s  passed.  It 
Was  the  foiMl  of  the  <(uns  fjoin;^  forward. 

A  nnle  or  twt>  more,  a  challenfje  or  two  more,  ami  then  a 
liait  by  the  roadside.  It  was  a  road  which  ltd  straijjht  into  tlic 
central  iires  of  one  i^reat  battlelield  in  a  batlle-lnie  of  80  miles 
I  r  more.  A  small  corner  of  the  front,  yet  in  itself  a  broad 
and  fur-strt  tchinu'  panorama  of  our  gnnhrc  on  this  nij^ht  of 
l>oinbartlment. 

I  sttjod  with  a  few  ofiiccrs  in  the  centre  of  a  crescent  swecpinfj 
rnuiid  from  Auehoiu  illers,  Thiepxal,  La  liois  lie,  ami  Fricourt 
to  Hray.  t)n  the  Sonnne,  at  the  soutlit  rn  end  of  the  curve.  Here 
1!.  Ihis  bertroot-lield  t)n  hij^h  ground,  we  sttxMl  watchmg  one  of 
'h',  irrtate%t  ail:!':  iv  iiatlleS  IM  which  British  giiiUn  r-»  hn\v  been 
I  !iL;aL,'ed.     I'p  tt)  that  ni<  ht  the  greatest. 
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II"    iii-l.t   sky,  v<  ry  culm  .nul  moist.  wiH,  |ou-|\ 


I  "t  sfirn  (I  hy  wmd 
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rid 
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Tl..  n-  WHS  .„„•  ruri..ns  ph.-ncnunon.     It  was  ihv  sil.ncv  ..f 
nil  th.   ar  .ll.ry      IJy  ,uun-  atn.usplum-  cndition  „f  n.o.stun- 
'•.•  -.Hi  Mla.M,h  ,1..  „i,ht  was  cahn).  ..r  hy  th.  co„««„rat  ! 
'•    tl..   ;:ruuM.I.  winch  uuuU-  poc-k,  ts  ir.to  whuh  thr  somul  fdl 
t  ..  n   «as  ...  ,-n  al  Mpn,ar.  such  as  I  haN.  luard  scores  of  tinus 
111  sni!ill(  r  Ix.nihanliiicnts  than  this. 

It  uas  all  rnnlll,  ,1.  Kv. ,.  our  ..wn  bait.  ri,s  did  not  crash  out 
Hit.  any  starthn,  th.nuh  r.  though  I  could  hear  the  rush  ,1}  hi! 
^1..  i^.  I.K..  ,.r,a(  h.rds  in  flight.  X.,w  a.ul  tlun  there  was  a 
M  n.  s  of  loud  stroke, .  a„  urgent  kuoekin..  at  the  doors  of  ni-^ht 
And  now  and  a.a,M  there  was  a  .lull,  heavv  thun.ier-chu.' 
"•Il"".d  hy  a  Ion,-  ru.nl.l,-.  which  n.ade  ,ue  think  that  n.in  s 
w.  re  JM  ui-  l.|„wn  tartlKT  up  the  line. 

Hut  for  the  n.ost  part  it  was  curiously  qui.t  and  low-tone,| 
and  somehow  th.s  n.uflled  artillery  ^-avc  one  a  greater  senlc 
nfawfulness  and  of  deadly  work.  *,r'"itr  sinst 

Al,.n,.  all  this  stretch  oV  the  hattle-fn.nt  there  was  no  sign  of 
'-  "  It  ^vas  all  udnmuin.  the  work  of  nnpersonal  powers  and 
man  urns.. If  was  „.  hiding  from  these  great  A.rces  of  dcstructu  n 

and  thrwh!,;/""'"'"''  *'''""''''  *^'"  ^"'■^"^■"'  "''■'  '^''  ^■'■''^'^ 
Hut  a  little  later  I  heard  the  steady  tran.p  of  many  feet  and 
H  thud  u  horses'  lKK.fs  walking  slowly,  and  the  grinding  of 
wheels  m  the  ruts.  Shadow  fo„„s  came  up  out  of  the  cfark 
'"-1  "  'w  the  trees,  th.-  black  figures  of  n.ount«l  leers 
^>""v.<l  hy  a  hattahon  marching  with  the.r  trans.>ort  i 
.....Id  ,H,t  sec-  the  faces  of  the  nu-n,  but  by  the  shape  of  their 

Uiting  kit.      J  hey   were  heav.ly  laden  with  tluir  packs    but 
..y  were  n.arcldng  at  a  smart,  swinging  pace,  and  as  they  ^an.e 
•"'•iiU'  were  suiguig  cheerily. 
'n>.y  were  singing  some"music-hall  tune,  with  a  lilt  in  it,  as 
•     .uarcud  towards  the  lights  of  all  the  shells  up  then-  in  the- 
;■    .  ^  ..t  .kath      Some  oi  them  were  blowing  mouth-organs  and 
'■-were  winsthng.      I  watched  then,  passlall  these  tdl  boys 
•'  -N.-rth  Country  regmK,,t,and  somethingof  their  spirit  seemed 
';'  '""H  cut  of  the  dark  mass  of  their  moyiuL'  h,Kl,i  .-mj  thrill 
>•'  _.ur      iney  were  going  up  to  those  places  without  lalterinir 
"'tl.out  a  backward  look  and  singing-dear,  splendid  men.      ^' 
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I  saw  i.tli'i-  III.  !i  .)ti  the  iiiaril;.  and  serin  of  tlicni  w,n- 
Uhist|||,i.r  tl,.  ••  Mars,  lllaisr."  lll...i;:li  |||,  y  «.  r.-  Kliirlisl,  sdldi.rs. 
Oth.rs  w.  n  L'Mssi|iitii,' .|iiirt|y  as  th.y  walked,  an.!  ..iic.  f hr  lijjht 
f.r  l.iirstinir  -h.  lis  play.  (I  all  doun  tlj<-  Jiin  of  thnr  faces  hard, 
flnih-sliav.M,  hr..ii/..l  Knylish  funs,  with  thr  rvt  s  <.f  youth 
thirr  staiin:.'  up  af  tin   hattl.  -hr.s  and  unafraid. 

A  yoiinir  »I1m  ,r  ujdkin-,'  at  th<'  head  of  his  platoon  calhd  out 
a  ell.  .  ly  -,„.,|  ,,,._-ht  I.,  uir.  It  was  a  irrt.  tin^  in  thf  darkntss 
Ironi  OIK  ,,f  Ih.is.  L'allant  boys  who  1<  ad  th.ir  mm  out  f)f  th.- 
tniich.s  without  niiH'h  thought  of  .s.lf  in  that  inonutit  of 
sacrilic.  . 

^^  In  th.'  «anips  th.-  Ii;:hts  w.  n-  out  and  the  t.  rtts  were  dark. 
Till-  soldi,  rs  who  had  Ix.ii  writiiiy  htUrs  honi.  had  sent  their 
iov.  and  1,'otM  to  si. .  p.     Hut  the  sh.  Il-lirc  m  v,  r  c.  as,  d  all  niKht. 


A  SLiff  .,11,,..  r  had  whisper.. 1  a  seen  t  to  us  at  n.idniyht  in  a 
htth'  room,   wh.  ti   Ih.'  do(,r  was  shut   and  the  window  Hos(xl. 
Kvtn  th.i,   ih.y   u.re  words  which  could   Iw  (,i,lv  whispered 
urul  to  III.  II  of  trust.  "  ' 

'•  Th.-  attack  will  he  made  this  mornini,'  at  7. .'JO." 

So  all  ha.l  u'oiie  w.  II,  and  flure  was  f..  h,  ,,„  hitch.  The 
preliminary  lomliardnu  nts  had  done  th.  ir  work  with  the 
enemy's  w,i.  a„d  .arthworks.  All  tlu-  organization  for  attack 
had  l.<-.n  d..n.-.  aii.i  th(  men  \nrv  readv  in  their  assembly 
trenclus  waitiiiL'  tor  the  words  which  would  hold  all  their  fate. 

There  was  .-i  sil.  nc,-  in  the  room  whc  re  a  (.o/.. ..  !!if<rs  iuai^ 
the  words  m.  u  who  were  lo  In-  l(x)k,  rs-on  and  who  would  not 
have  to  l.av.  a  tnnch  up  there  on  the  baltleluhls  when  the 
litth   hand  of  a  wnst-wau-h  said  "  It  is  now." 

'J'he  f.'r.  -It  and  sol,  niii  mean'inj?  of  next  dav's  dawn  made  the 
air  s,,ni  oppi-ssivi.  and  our  hearts  Inat  juinpilv  for  just  a 
moment.  '1  h,  n-  wouhl  be  no  sleep  for  all  those  m.  n  crowded 
11.  th.  nain.w  tn  neh.  s  on  the  north  of  tlu-  .Suiume.  Gtni  "ive 
th(  ni  coiirajr.   in  the  mornini,'.  ...  " 

The  dawn  can,  with  a  j.m  at  beauty.  Th.  re  was  a  paL-  blue 
sky  lUik.d  with  white  wisps  of  ch)ud.  Jhit  it  w;i.s  cold  and 
ov(  r  all  th,  h.  Ids  there  was  a  ll..atin«  mist  which  rose  up  from 
th,-  moist  ,aith  and  luy  lu-avily  upo,,  tlu  riu^,  s,  so  that  the 
horizon  was  obscured.     As  soon  as  liaht  came  there  was  oefivity 
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HI  III.  f)lu((  whi'Ti'  I  WHS  Ixhiiid  the  liii.s.  A  Jxxly  «»f  Fniich 
MiL'iiM '^^  all  l.ln.  from  c-oviiir  to  putt.r.s.  an.l  |u,i.  i.  with  their 
li.  1(1  packs,  riiarcli.d  nhmi:  ui»h  u  stca.jy  tnirn|).  their  umve, 
•Tim  lies  liiriM.l  touanls  the  front.  "  Uritisli  Staff  oHircrs 
.  iiiM  iiinloriin:  swill  ly  l.y  arui  tlisfatih-rHh  rs  mount*  tl  th«ir 
riM.t,.rT\ci.s  and  sciirrir«l  away  thrc.njfh  ti^,  murk,  t  turts  of 
Iniich  ixasants  to  the  o|)«n  *  ids.  Fn  rich  sentries  and 
I  r.  nch  soldi,  rs  in  res.  rve  raised  their  han  1  to  the  salute  as  our 
i.llu-i  rs   [(assrd. 

Kaeh  ni.iii  aniunir  them  i:ncssf(!  that  it  was  Knyland's  flav, 

..id  that  th-   iJntisli  .Army  was  out  for  attack.     It  was  the  spirit 

ct   Frane.    salutiny  their  comrad<  s   in  arms   wh.n   the  oldest 

•  |M.ihi  ■'  Ih.  n  raisrd  a  wrinkl.  tl  han<l  to  his  helmet  and  said  to 

nil  FiiLrlisl!  soldier,  "  JJonru'  elianee.  mon  «'amarade  !  " 

AluML'  the  roads  t-.wards  the  hattlefKlds  th<re  was  no  move- 
III.  nt  ol  tr.M.ps.  For  a  few  nul,  s  there  wire  (|uiet  fields,  where 
•  atft.  !,rra/..(l  and  wh.  re  the  wheat  j,t<w  ^rec  n  and  tali' in  the 
\vliit«  mist.  'Ilie  larks  w«  re  sinirinir  ]  ],  1,1  th.  (irst  <jlifitinK 
sunshme  of  the  .lay  above  the  haze.  And  another  kind  of 
lurd  eanu  soaring  overhead. 

It  was  one  of  our  monoplanes,  which  Ih  w  stiadily  towards 
Hk  Inies,  a  h.  raid  of  the  battle.  In  distant  hollows  I'here  were 
niass.s  of  lindter.  and  artilh  ry  horses  hol»!)l(d  in  lines. 

Th.  hattl.-line  came  into  view,  the  lonjj  sweep  of  country 
strrtehuiL'  southwards  to  the  Somme.  Above  the  lines  beyond 
|{r;iy.  lookin.;  tciWards  the  Cierman  trenches,  was  a  ^nat  eliister 
<.l  kit.  l.all.,ons.  Tiny  were  poised  very  hitrh.  hdd  steady  by 
!li<  air-|'0(k,ts  (,n  th.  ir  n  p<  s.  and  their  h.a-«s,  where  the 
art  ill.  ry  obs.  rv.  rs  sat.  eanpht  the  rays  of  th.  sun.  1  crMinted 
^'V,/,te,n  of  th.m,  the  hir;iest  ^oup  that  ha.s  (  ver  b«rn  seen 
ilonir  our  fr.-nt  :  but  I  could  see  no  enemv  ball(K)ns  opposite 
"..„,.  It  s. .  Mied  that  we  had  more  ey.s  than  they,  but  to-day 
Hi.irs  hav(   b.en  staring'  oiit  of  the  veil  of  the  mist. 


o 


\\e  w.rit  larth.r  forward  to  the  pxim,  and  stood  on  the  same 

liii-'l.    (i.ld    wh.n-   we   h.'id    watched    the    mj:ht    bond)ardment. 

I  Ik    panorama  of  battle  was  spread  around  us.  r,r,d  the  noise 

'I  t'attk-  sw.  pt  about  ns  in  «reat  tornadoes.     I  have  said  that 

'"  th,    mgiit  one  was  startled  by  the  curious  ouietude  of  the 
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'^'iiiis,  l)y  UiiU  f|ii<rr  iiinli'id  «ff.  (•(  of  so  Lfn  at  an  artillcrv.  Hni 
MOW  oil  til'-  rnoniiiiLr  h.ittic  tliis  plicnoriiciion.  which  I  do  u<:\ 
iiiuli  rstaiid,  no  lon^fi  r  cxislrd.  'i  h<  re  was  ouv  continual  roar 
of  tjuiiv,  which  h(  at  tlu'  air  with  <:r<  at  waves  and  shocks  i,: 
(tiind.  prodi;;iou'.  and  o\(  rwliciniin;;. 

'I'lu  full  power  of  oiir  arlilK  ry  was  It  t  loose  at  ahout  0  o'clcwk 
Ihis  tnonwiij,'.  NothinL'  lik<  it  has  even  Ix  tn  seen  or  heard  nrxni 
our  front  \>'  f./re,  and  all  the  preliminary  i)oiMhardinent.  j^reat  a- 
it  was,  s.  eiixd  insicniticant  to  this.  I  do  not  know  how  rjiariy 
l)atteri(s  we  have  aloriLT  this  hatt le-litie  or  npon  the  section  (if 
the  line  \\hHh  I  could  see,  hut  t Ik  yuns  seernt d  crowded  in 
vast  nnuilx  rs  of  e\(  ry  cahl)re,  and  tlu'  concentration  of  their 
lire  was  terrihe  in  its  intensity. 

Kor  a  time  I  could  see  nothini;  tlirouj.'h  the  low-lyiiii,'  mist 
;ind  hea\y  siiioke-(  louds  which  niiriLrled  with  the  mist,  and 
stood  like  a  blind  man,  only  listening,'.  It  was  a  wonderful 
liiin;,'  which  came  to  my  ca;-s.  .Shills  were  rnshint,'  throuijh 
the  air  as  thouuh  all  the  trains  in  ttic  world  had  leapt  their 
rail->  and  wi  re  dnvini:  at  express  speed  throu}.'h  endless  tiinncN 
in  uhieh  tiny  met  each  other  with  frightful  collision^. 

S(»me  of  ihi  se  shelU,  hri lit,' from  batteries  nut  far  from  where 
I  stood,  ri[)p(  (1  the  sky  with  a  hitrh  tearini,'  note.  Other  shells 
whistled  Tvith  that  slrari!,'e.  rrobblinj,',  sibilant  cry  which  makes 
i)iie"s  bowtis  turn  cold.  Throujih  the  mist  and  the  smok*. 
there  came  sharp,  loud,  insistent  knocks,  as  separate  butteries 
lired  ^alvos,  and  trn  at  clanj^orous  strokes,  as  of  iron  doors 
l)aiii,'ed  suddenly,  and  the  tattoo  of  the  lii;ht  lield-guiis  playing 
the  drums  of  di  at  h. 

The  iiii^t  was  shiftini,'  and  dissolving,'.  The  tall  tower  of 
Albert  Cathtiiral  apptar. d  suddenly  tlirouuh  the  veil,  and  thf 
sun  sin. IK  lull  for  a  f .  w  si conds  on  the  <.'olden  \'ir<;iii  and  the 
Habe.  which  she  hi  Id  h<  ad  downwards  above  all  this  tumult 
as  a  peaci -()ff(  riiiLT  to  nun.  The  brok<  n  roofs  of  the  town 
•,'leani(«t  whiie,  and  the  two  tall  chimneys  to  the  hft  stood 
I'lack  .Hial  sharp  airaiiisl  the  pale  blue  of  the  sky,  into  which 
ilirty  sm(»k(  linfted  aiiove  the  whiter  clouds. 

I  could  s.  r  now  as  well  as  heir.      I  could  see  our  shells  fallinc 

upon  th.   (..rman  lines  by  Thicpval  and  La  Hoisselleand  farther 

by  MaiiKtz.  and   s(Hithwards  over  Fricourt.      IIi;,'h  explosives 

lere    tosMiij;    up    j,'reat    vomits    of    black    smoke    and    earth 


all    aloi:,'    the    ridixes. 
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rapncl    was    p(<Mrin<,'    uj)oii    these 


^f-V 


'*J»  *^'  .,.■•?' 


I;ici  ><. 


THE  HISTORIC  FIRST  OF  JULY  29 

iuu!    L.-iviiifT  curly   white  clouds,    which    chiiii,'   to    the 

15.  low  (lien  wiis  the  flash  of  many  batttriis  like  Morso  code 
-iiriials  hy  stabs  of  (lanic.  The  eiumy  was  beinj,'  blasted  by 
a  luirricaiie  of  lire.  I  found  it  in  njy  heart  to  pitv  the  poor 
(irvils  who  were  tlure,  and  yet  was  filled  by  a  stranye  antl 
aufiil  iMiItation  bceaiise  this  was  the  work  of  our  <,'iiris,  and 
liicausf  it   was   Knjjland's  dav. 

<)s.  r  my  li.  a.i  earn.-  a  Hi.,  hi  of  six  aeroplanes,  Ud  by  a  sinijle 
nii.iK. plane,  which  stec  -r<i  stiaduy  towards  the  enemy.  The 
.ky  was  <|c,  ply  hliie  ab(  ,  ■•  thrm.  and  when  the  sun  cauijht  their 
wuii^'s  th.  \  u.iv  as  b(;..  iti'-.;!  and  d.  licate  as  butterflies.  Hut 
thrv  u.  re  carrsinu  dcati.  with  th*  n.,  and  were  out  to  l)omb  the 
<ii.rii\\  l.atf(ries  and  to  drop  their  explosives  into  masses  of 
!n.  11   h.  hind   the  (ierinan  lines. 

l-.irtiur  away  a  German  plane  was  up.  Our  anti-aircraft 
-Mils  n.re  s(arehin<,'  for  him  with  their  shells,  which  dotted  the 
sky  witli  siKiwhalls. 

Iv—y  fi\c  minutes  or  so  a  sinj,de  jT„n  f.nd  a  round.  It  spoke 
\\  It  h  a  \  ..le,  I  kiK  w,  the  deep,  frniff  voice  of  old  "  Grandmother," 
•  'III-  nf  our  l.-,-ineh  ;,mns,  which  carries  a  shell  hiri,'e  eti()u<,'h  to 
MiK'sli  a  cathedral  with  one  enormous  burst.  I  could  follow 
til.'  journ.y  of  the  shell  by  listenini,'  to  its  rush  throuuh 
snate.  Seconds  later  there  was  the  distant  thud  (.f  its  explo- 
sion. 

Tnxjps  were  movini,'  forward  to  the  attack  from  behind  the 
liiKs.  It  was  nearly  7.30.  All  the  onicers  about  nie  kept 
^'laiu  uiLT  at  th.  ir  wrist-watches.  We  did  not  speak  much  then, 
but  stand  sd<nt)y  at  the  smoke  and  mist  which  floated  and 
iiankrd  alonir  .Msr  lines.  There,  hidden,  were  our  men.  They, 
t'.o,  would  b<  lookinir  at  their  wrist-watches. 

TIk  muuit(s  Wire  passirifr  very  (piiekly-as  quicklv  as  men's 
hv.s  pass  when  they  lock  back  upon  the  \ears.  An  officer  near 
III!'  turiK  (I  away,  and  there  was  a  look  of 'sharp  pain  in  his  eyes. 
W.  wrre  only  lookers-on.  The  other  men,  our  friends,  "the 
W'l'ndid  Yf.uth  that  we  have  pass,  d  on  the  roads  of  France, 
Were  about  to  do  this  job.  Good  luck  «o  with  them  !  Men 
were  nuitterin>r  such  wishes  in  their  hearts. 
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It  was  7. .'50.  Our  watches  told  us  that,  hut  nothinfj  else. 
Th<-  ^Miiis  had  hit<(l  and  were  Jiriiit;  Ixhiiid  the  ciKiiiy's  first 
hues,  hut  there  was  no  sudden  hush  h.r  the  nionietit  of  attack. 
Tlif  banal,'*'  hv  our  <,'uns  seetned  as  f;rcat  as  the  first  boinbard- 
inent.  For  tin  minutes  or  so  before  this  time  a  new  sound  had 
ronie  into  the  tj(  iieral  thunder  of  artillery.  It  was  like  the 
"rafale"  of  the  Fr<  nch  soixante-(]uin/,e,  very  rapid,  with 
distant  and  separate  strokes,  but  louder  than  the  noise  of  field- 
fjuns.  'J'h'  V  w(  re  our  tn  neh-morturs  at  work  alon^  the  whole 
ieniith  of  111''  line  Ix fore  me. 

It  was  7.3').  The  ni  >ment  for  the  attack  had  come.  Clouds 
of  sniok<'  had  been  liberated  to  form  a  screen  for  the  infantry, 
and  liid  the  wholi  line.  The  (»nly  men  I  coidd  see  were  those  in 
reserve.  windiii_'  aloni,'  a  road  by  some  trees  which  led  up  to 
tlu'  attaekiiiL,'  points.  They  had  their  backs  turned  as  they 
marched  V(  rv  slowly  and  steadily  forward.  I  could  not  tell 
who  they  were,  though  I  had  pass(  d  some  of  them  on  the  road 
H  day  or  two  before.  Hut,  whoever  tluy  wire,  English,  Irish, 
or  Welsh,  I  watched  then)  until  most  had  disai)piared  from 
si<,dit  bihind  a  clump  of  tn  es.  In  a  little  while  they  would  be 
li<,ditin^',  and  woidd  need  all  their  courage. 

At  a  minute  after  7..'i()  there  came  through  the  roliinp  smoke- 
clouds  a  rushinj,'  sound.  it  was  the  noise  of  ritle-firc  and 
inachine-<,MHis.  'J"he  mei  were  out  of  their  trenches  and  the 
attack  had  begun.     The  enemy  was  barraging  our  lines. 


The  countrv  chosen  for  our  main  attack  to-day  stretches  from 
the  Sonune  for  some  20  miles  northwards.     The  French  were  to| 
operate  on  our  immediate  right.     It  is  very  different  countr}' 
frou)  Flanders,   with  its  swamps  and  Hats,  and  from  the  Loos 
battlefields,  with  their  dreary  plain  pimpled  by  slack-heaps. 

It  is  a  swee  t  and  pleasant  country,  with  wood(  d  hills  and  little  j 
vallevs  alouL'  Ihi'  river-beds  of  the  Ancre  and  the  Somme,  and 
fertile  meadow- lands  and  stretohe*-  of  woodland,  where  soldien | 
and  guns  may  get  good  cover.  "A  clean  country,"  said  one  | 
of  our  Generals  when  he  first  w  ent  to  it  from  the  northern  war  | 
/one. 
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It  s(  (  nil  (1  very  (|ur(r  to  yo  there  first,  iifttr  ;i  knowleclRc  nf 

ir  ill  tlif  Vjtres  salient,  where  there  is  sehinin  view  of  the 
.i:iiiiy's  iiiKs  fnnii  any  risinji  <{rouiKl — <xce[)t  Kenimel  Hill 
:i!!(i  Oh'-t  rvatory  Hidy( — anci  where  certainly  one  cannot  walk 
(.ri  liu-  skyline  in  full  view  of  German  earthworks  '20(H)  yards 
away. 

Hut  at  Htl)ut(  I  ,  which  the  French  captured  after  d(S[)erate 
llu'lilniL'.  and  at  AuchonvilJrrs  (opposifc  J^-auniout).  and  on 
tin-  hitrli  irronnd  hy  llie  ruiiK d  city  of  Allxrt,  looking  over  to 
l-'iicuiu-t  and  Mann  t/..  and  fart  Ik  r  south  on  tlic  Somnie,  looking 
iuuanis  till-  little  (i(  rinan  stronghold  at  ("uriu,  beyond  the 
iniirslics.  oi,r  could  sec  wry  clearly  and  with  a  stranj^'c,  unreal 
s'  ti^i    of  saffty. 

I  -aw  a  (Jeriuan  sentry  pacin<r  the  villai»e  street  of  (  iirlu,  and 
wuit  within  'JO  pac  s  of  liis  out[)osts.  Occasionally  one  could 
stan-  throu^/h  one's  f,'lass<s  at  lii nnan  wf)rkin<^  parties  just 
1  -  yond  siiipini_'  ran^e  round  Ht  auniont  and  Frico\irt,  ai  I  to  the 
lift  of  Fjiiouil  (he  trucilix  hetwten  its  seven  trees  seemed  vcr>' 
mar  as  om   li.okf d  at  it  in  the  (ierinan  lines. 

Hi  low  (his  fai\ary  was  the  Tamhour  and  the  Hois  Fran^ais, 
\Nii'n  not  a  wnk  passed  without  a  mine  luin;,'  hlown  (jii  one 
sidt  n;  !h(  oilur.  so  that  the  ifround  was  a  fjn  at  upheaval  of 
iiiiiiuliui,'  mint -craters  and  tumbird  ( arlh,  which  but  half 
ciAi  rtd  (he  di  ad  bodies  of  men. 

It  wa--  dillieult  impound  in  front  of  us.  The  enemy  was  strong 
in  li'.s  d.  f(  ne(  s.  In  lIu'  clum|)s  of  woodland  beside  the  ruined 
\il!a'_'(>  }"•  hid  many  machine-i,'uns  anil  trench-mortars,  and 
tacli  iiiiu((l  housi  in  each  \illaLri'  was  part  of  a  fortilit'd  stronjj- 
iiuld  (iulieult  to  eaptiirt'  by  direct  assult.  It  was  lure,  however, 
and  with  L'"i'd  hopes  of  success  that  our  men  attacked  to-day, 
workiuL'  eastwards  across  the  Anere  and  northwards  up  from 
the  ISonune. 


|1 
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At  llu-  end  of  this  day's  ri<];htinj,'  it  is  still  too  soon  to  give  a 
dear  narrative  of  the  "oattle.  Behind  the  vt  il  of  smoke  which 
liides  our  men  there  were  many  different  actions  takinfj  place, 
and  the  messages  that  come  back  at  the  peril  of  men's  lives 
arul  by  the  ureat  j^'allantrv  of  our  signalh  rs  and  runners 
;:ive  but  jflimpses  of  the  progress  of  our  men  and  of  their 
hard  fi^'htinjjr. 
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I  li.-ivr  s(  ( n  the  Uduiidcd  wlio  liHVc  ronu'  <tiit  of  tli<'  buttle, 
and  the  {(ri^oncrs  hroiiL'lit  down  in  f):itclMS.  Imt  cvdi  tfnv  cat 
tlivv  only  confused  ncconnts  of  lij^fitinu  in  soinr  sjnc^'lc  sector  (.| 
till  line  which  corn(  s  within  tluir  own  cxpcricncf. 

At  lirsl.  it  is  c<  rfain.  there  was  not  niiieh  dillicnl'  •  ,  takiii^ 
the  enemy's  first  line   fniielies  alf)ii.u'  tlie  yreati  r  t  of  tli- 

eountr>'  attacked.  Our  IxtnihardnK nt  had  done  <,'i.  it  dania{»c. 
and  Jiad  smashefi  rlnwn  the  enemy's  wire  and  flatl<iied  hi^ 
parapets.  When  our  men  left  llieir  assem!)ly  trendies  and 
swei)t  forward,  cheerinjr,  th(y  encountend  no  L'reat  r<  sisf.'uicr 
from  (Jennan  soldiers,  who  had  been  in  hiding;  in  th(  ir  diif,'-oiits 
under  our  storni  of  sluHs. 

Many  of  th<se  du;,'-onts  were  blown  in  and  filled  with  dead, 
i)nt  out  of  others  which  hud  not  been  llnni,'  to  pieces  by  high 
explosives  crept  da/.rd  and  deafeiKd  men  who  held  thcir'hands 
up  and  bowed  th.ir  h.ads.  Some  of  them  in  one  part  of  the 
line  came  out  of  th<ir  sh.lters  as  .soon  as  our  <,Mins  lifted,  and 
met  onr  soldiers  half-way  with  sij^ns  of  stirrcndir. 

They   w.  re  collected  and  sent   back  under  <,'uard,  whih-  the  | 
.ittacKiii-  "olnnnis  j)assed  on  to  the  second  and  third  lines  in   " 
till-  network  of  trenches,  and  then  if  they  could  <^cl  through 
th(  rn  to  the  fortified  ruins  behind. 

Hut  the  fortmies  of  war  vary  in  different  places,  as  I  know 
from  the  advance  of  (roops,  including  the  South  Staffords,  the 
Manchesters,  and  the  Gordons.  In  crossing  the  first  line  of 
trench  th<-  South  Staffordshire  m<-n  had  a  com{)aratively  easy 
time,  with  hardly  any  casualties,  gathering  up  {;erman's  who 
surrcndend  easily.  The  enemy's  artillery  fire  did  not  touch 
them  serioush,  and  l)oth  they  and  the  Manchesters  had  Tcrj' 
great  luck. 

Hut  the  (iordons  fand  <lifferently.  These  keen  fighting  men 
rushed  forward  with  great  ei:tliusiasm  until  they  reached  one 
end  of  th(  village  of  Maniet/.  and  then  (piite  suddenly  they  were 
facid  by  rapid  niacliine-gun  lire  and  a  storni  of  bombs."  The 
(iermans  h(  Id  a  ti\nch  called  Danzig  Avenu.'  on  the  ridge  where 
Manut/  stands,  and  defended  it  with  desperate  courage.  The 
(;ordons  flung  theins.lves  upon  this  position,  and  had  some 
(filticulty  in  clearing  it  of  the  enemy.  At  the  end  of  the  day 
Manut/  remained  in  our  liands. 

It  was  these  fortified  \  illagcs  which  gavi-  our  men  greatest  ^ 
trouble,  for  the  Cerinan  troops  d.  fi  lukd  them  with  real  courage,   M 


*  \ 


.^.. 
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.,!;'l    work. (I     !,>>ir    ni:icliiiii-;fi;iis   from    hidil.n   iiiijihuMiic'iits 
.  illi  skill  ami  (It  t(  riniiuitioii. 

1  ruoi.it  is.  I  hdicvc.  still  holdiii^r  out  (its  capture  iius  siiK-c 
i.^ii  .iP'-iaily  n  ported),  lliouj,'li  our  tiuii  liavi'  torcid  tluir 
\  voiili.tli  sidrs  of  it.  so  that  it  is  partly  surrorii(l(  d.  .Mont- 
!..iii.  to  the  iioith-cist  of  Maiiut/,  was  captiind  early  in  the 
liiv.  ;iiid  W(  also  ;,'aiiH  (1  tlir  stroller  p,,i„t  at  S<  rrc,  until  the 
(■  iniaiis  mail,  a  soiiwwhat  heavy  coaiit*  r-attack.  and  siureeded 
i  I  ilri\  ill!/  out  our  tnmps. 

i;.  aiinioiit-llaiiid  was  not   in   our   hands   at   the   end  of  tho 

.!:>.  I. lit  lure  aL'ain    our   in<n   are   liditini,'  on    both   sid(  s   of 

The  woods  a:id  vill;::,'e  of  Thiepval.   whieh   I   had  watehed 

,d.  r  lerrilic  sh,  11-tire  in  our  preliminary  homljanhnents,  was 

..i.epwint  of  ourlirst  aitaek.and  our  troops  swept  from  on'-  end 

el  the  Nillau'e  to  the  oth(r.  and  out  luyond  to  a  n( w  olijeetive. 

Tiiry  Were  too  (puck  to  ;,'( t  on,  it  seems,  tor  a  -onsiderahle 

i.  Hill)' r  of  Cicrmans  remained   in   fh<'  <iu<,'-t>uts,  and   whiti   the 

linti-h   soldi,  rs  went  past  them  they  eaiiu-  out  of  their  hidiiiff- 

li:ie.s  and    ixrame  a  li,-,'htint,'  force  aj,Min.      Fartlier  iK.rth  our 

i;:ta;iiry  attacked   both  sides  of  the  (ionnuecuurt  salient  with 

Ike  irieatest  po^sjlijc  \alour. 

Tli.it  IS  my  latest  knowl. dire,  writing,'  at  midniu'lit  on  the 
t  <i..y  of  .July,  which  leaves  our  men  beyond  the  (ierman 
nt  hues  in  many  places,  and  ])( lu  tratin'i,'  t"  the  countrv 
inui  like  arn,w-heads  betwten  the  enemy's  stron;,'iiolds. 


It" 


'm 


In  the  afternoon  I  saw  the  first  baichs  of  prisoners  brouirht  in. 

IIm  i.arii.  .  of  .-;()  to  100  they  came  down,  <:uarded  bv  Uh-n Of  the 

|i...i.ler  lie-iui.nt,  Ihrou'rhthe  little  French  hamk  fJclov  brhind 

!■•     liLrhtm--hn.s,    where    peasants    stood    in    tluir    doorways 

•-i.i  liiiii,r  tiiese  lirstfruits  of  \ictory. 

l'l.e\  wer,-  damai/ed  fruit,  some  of  these  {)oor  wntches, 
>"^i:d'  >1  ami  nerve-shakeii  in  the  .rreat  bombardment.  Most 
i  tlxiu  iHlonjred  to  the  lO'Jtii  and  110th  lie^rimcnts  of  the 
■Sh  K(s  rve  Corps,  and  they  seemed  to  be  a  mixed  lot  of 
';:-ians  and  Haxarians.  On  tlic  whole,  they  were  tall,  stron^r 
\vs,  and   tlure   w,  ro  strikinj,'  faces  amotifj  them,   of  men 


|eilO 

l.i-l 


ilier  than  the  peasant  type,  and  thoughtful.     But  they  w 
'jy  Jiat^gard  and  worn  and  dirty. 


ere 


'}/. 


■■M(^'=M,-f«rt«l»i- 


.  ■  ■j«»  jr^.««*"'*ftE;^- 


-IJ.  UN    jy*':« 


M>r:**t-^,.  •>•■ 


vl 


Hi 


THK  HATTLKS  OF  THK  SOMMF 


()v(  r    I  In-    l..irl!((l    wire    \n 


liich   had    h' i  ii    stntclicd   across  a 


raiin>ar(l.  ill  tin  shadow  ol'  an  old  Fr  iich  'hnrfh,  I  s]n)kv  tu 
soiiii-  ol'  th-  ih.  '1"<>  oiK  man  csix  cially,  ulio  aiiswcn-d  all  my 
(iiHstioiis    Willi   a    kind   of  pntiiiit    sadm^s.      II.-   told    me   that 


nxis 


t  (•!   Ills  i-oiiirad's  and  hims- If  had  linti  without  foo(J  and 
wat(  r  lor  s(  \<  i;d  da\s,  as  our  inti  ii-c  (ire  made  it  im))osNil)lf  1( 


j^'tt  suppla 


o  the  communication-t  rmchrs 


Alx'Ul    lli(     homliardmt  lit    he-   raix  ( 


I    hi--    hands   and    cvfs  a 


momi  nl 


lull  Ol'  a  r(  m<  ?iil)  red  horror     and  sail 


',s  war 


scluccklifl!  "  (It  was  lu  rrihli-).  -'^lo'-t  <>•'  't>''  <>llic<'''^  lii«l 
■  nd  lin<-,  but  thr  litluTs  had  !)•  rii  killed.  lu 
hi-othir  had  l)t<  n  killed.  ;  nd  in  Iladi-n  hi<. 


rt'maintd  in 


ll'      S(  (•( 


tiionuhf.      ii.-   own 


mot 


!•  r  and 


,t<  rs  would  w<  t  ])  wh<  II  thi  y  1.'  ird.      l^iit  he  wa- 


1,'lad  t<i  lit    a  j.iisoiK  r,  out  of  the  wa 
much   loiiL'i  r. 


r  at  la-!,  which  would  last 


A    IK  u    tol.  inn   III"  prisoners  was   r)ciiiL:   oro 


dit   d 


own,  and 


SU(i(i(  I.l\ 


:<    man 


turiKd  and  utttn-d  an  <  xclamation   with  a 


look  ol'  nIiT,  r 


and  awe 


A.l 


I.  <i 


>Hiccr 


■t    < m   Ilaiiplnianii  !  ■'     lie  ri(o<,Mii/.ed  an 
,(\\   prison,  rs,  and  it  sec  iiied  ch  arly  a  surprisiri;: 
,t  one  of  the  <'reat  caste  should  he  in  this  plight, 


amonir  I  in 

thimr  lo  l,:ui  ll 

should  sulli  r  ;is  In   liad  suffered. 


Soiiii  of  h;-  ft  llt)W-prisoners  lay  on  the  uround  all  bloody  ar.tl 
Oiii  of  them  seemetl  about  tt>  die.  Ihit  tlu 
!,  rs  .r;,\  (■  tlu  in  water,  and  one  of  our  ollicers  emptied  ; 


baii<la„'(d.      Cm      o 

Knifli-h  solti 

I 


Us  ciL'aii 


tt. -cast    and  LiaNf  tlnm  all  he  hail  to  sinokiv 


iminir  liack  from  (he  lit  his  of  hre.  j^'lad  alsi 
to  bt    iia.k    b.  hind   the   line.     Tiuv   wi-re   our   wounded,   wlv 


t) 


111',  I  nit  n  \\t  It   ct 


came    111    V I  r>    t| 


u 


icklv   after   the   h 


ittack   to   the   casualt\  j 


ckiirinjx  s 


■lose  to  the   line:.,   but    1;(  vond   the  reach  (■: 


she!l-t 


ill- 


tit  I 
Maiiv  tif  tluni  w 


■re  liLrhlly  wonndid  in  the  hand- 
0  or  mori   v.<  re  on  one  lorry,  which 


and  ftti.  and  sonutinus  .'5 

had    takt  n    i.ji   ammunilion   and   was   now   briiij:in,c   back   t' 

casiialtit  s. 

Till  \  wi  re  wonderful  nun.     So  woiuUrfnl  in  tlu  ir  traiety  a: 
courap    that    one's  heart   melted  at  the  si;.'ht   of  them.     Th 
W(re  ail  j,uii  iiii  ^'  as  thouirh  they  had  come  in<n\  a  "  jt^lly  '" 
whieli  thi  >  hi.ii  Ineii  b!impt<!  a  little.     Thert  was  a  !(^t>k  of  pri«. 
in  thtir  imv  as  they  canu'  diivinjj;  clown  like  wouiuUd  knight^ 
from  a  touriuy. 

Thvy  luHi  iS'.'Uv  threutrh  th''  job  with  honour,  and  have  comt! 


H  % 


'■mrr}.-^!^!ims, 


•,.5  /.••i*  t>'''RA..<^T^^^/'.jJLs-i*;^A-.L  '■■  .n-vs^.-i,  •;.-•;■">  *+■?! f,\_i3T>'Sn 
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uidi  flu  ir  Ii\i  ,.  atid  thr  world  was  >,'o<m1  and  Iximfiriil  ii;;aii 


Ml  t!ii>  \v;iriii  Mill,  in  lliisc  siuifi  French  \iila<,'»s, 


will 


IMi 


ri'  peasant 


111' 


and  wi.nmi  waved  hancK  lo  tliem,  and  in  tll(^e  lii  Id-,  u|' 
•I  t  and  i,'i>id  ami  <,'nen. 

Til.    mm  who  w(  re  Hoini,'  n>)  to  tlie  battle  yrini.rd  hack  at 

rthc 
I: 


w  iiii  W(  re  cotninL'  out.      () 


tie  could  not  set 


tl<'  I' 


ICes  o 


.iii--(ln\\ii  cases.  oi,ly  the  soles  of  their  hoots  as  tl 


ii^'liinir  "I'  II  on  the  lorries  -s<(n 


i<  y  passec 


le  ot  them  stri|i|ii(l  to 


waivt  and  handaj^'ed  r()U!,rhly~seein<(i  to  roh  war  of  s(»rn(  of 


lio 


rror,  and  th<'  spirit  of  our  British  soldiers  si 


I  h"  roads  of  France,  so  that  the  vt  rv  sun  seems  to  L'ct 


lows  t)ri;,'ht 


get  some 


I  lis  i:<'ld  from  these  nien's  h  arts. 
'I'.i-niuht  the  yiins  arc  at  work  a^jaiii,  and  the  skv  (lushes  as 


sh.  lis  l)ur-.t  over  there  wh 


ere  our  men  arc  ti^'htin*,'. 


f  '■^'■^ri''^s^:*vi^ii^^A^ps^fff^£^'*'-'!!K*fS'^r^^!^ ■'?r^'^fBa)«^fTMHwv'^i^re^HW5P-.Hi5fw?iWKai- 


•th-^ 


II 


tlin 
,.t  r. 


ri'^K^ 


TIIK  FIliST  C  IIAlKiF 


\  ,   s'l 


M. 


.)(  I.Y 


IT     i^     |;(is-,,l>Ir     IK'W     to    <^f 


\  si.m.ihiiij,'  Wli-  !>  <1'''>'  ''''^^  "f  '' 


liL'l.tin-    vl.iih    Ix^'.MU    >.>f»nl:,y    iii«.niMiL'   :> 


t   7.;',ti.   \\Ihii  tl\ 


1  fnillii  Vi>\iv  ill-   (.'  tiiiiiii  iui'S 


I,  IK  1.- t.  I.. I  .-I  olCnr^'iiiis  I  :i'~s(( 
,_,„l,„,,'n,riinlv>  Mt  tli.irtp  nch.sf'-rllx   ^"■.  at  :u 

'I  111     liitll-     L't'is   «'n.    \\itl>    ^''<''' 
iMilK  sin  ronin 


1  \  (  1 1 1  U  IT 


to   niir   arm 


l,(lv(st(nl:ty(l-y  til.  -.Mst  l)i\isioii 


W.is  i 


I'licoiirt. 
iik<  II  liv 


■--nii 


t(  -(la\.  Jiii( 


I  ;i  Cicnnaii  musi 


t.r-attack  ii|  "ii  Mciitaiiliuii 


\\i.-    11  1  i.!--!  tl   ^^1 


til  1(  :--(s  tlial  tort    .L'al  s  n 


to  tin   (  nt  iv\  >  rant 


IriM  I  :<is  ((  II  I    In  n  iii;^'  liown  iii 


,liolia\<  tin  -.'allaLtiy  to  piai^ 


\)(T 


ourouii  iiJaiitrv  and  niiK  iii 


\\i 


1h  a  -lii:(!iit  r 


Ili(    \iol»  iicr  ol  our  j.'ni.lir 


\\(.i,i  (I(<l  nun  who  an   loiniii}.'  on 
(,iu  (iiHslion.  ■■  n<w  ill'   ^^f  I'oi" 


lia\  «  a  viiiit   I 


Ii  tin  ir  (At  •'  \v 


inn  tin  aiiswi  ret  in«s. 


11. ■■     'I  111  M  iiit  oloi.r  iiH  11 


|s  so 


\\(  arc  (loin 
h 


{ram  i'urtlur  ltouikI.  Ik  am  \<r  yn 


lii^rh  that  it  isc(  riam  wt  slia 
at  tlu  cost. 


'Ilu    <M<'i;n(l   \vt    lia\  i    a 


Inatlv   Lra!iH< 


1  \v;is  Won  l>y  nKii  who 


t'l  i!>ilit   to  win.  a  IK 


who 


wt  lit   "  all  < 


int.     as 


lit  ret    I  lithnsia-i 


to  (;.rr\    tluir  ohj*  ctivc.  i] 


th.  \    ^av.   wi 
nicklv  and  u 


ttirh 


am 


i  d.aiilv.     'Ihi.  vvnd.ilnl  si.iril  otthr  nun  is  i^raistd  hy  a 


tlu  ir  olli(  t  is  a-- 


kind  of  lu  w  .1  vi 


11 

iiitioii.  thoi  ;-'h  tluy  saw  tluni 


111 


tn  IK  h  lil't  anil  in  hard  timi 
••  'Ih.  V   wi  lit   airo-s  toi  1  in.L'K 


ti<l  a  wdiirdt  ( 


1  bov  of  th*' 


^V^  st  YorU'-hirts.  who  wa^  iii 
i\  Uows   wm    ^^lorioiis,"   sai( 


tlu  lirst  attack  on  l-ri''ourt. 


Th 


1  m 


hari^ly  >1  «ak  tor  tlu   f>aii  ^ 

sluii  strufk  lum  ilown  in  Mai.u  i/  ^ 


1   anotlu  r  yonnj.'  <'lk<.  r  wh.o  vow 
his  1.  ft    .hoiiUlir.  wlun-  a  i)it(i' 
1       ••  \\  !.!.!!•  rfnl  chiins  ! 


Id 
of 


sai 


d  a  lidittnaiit   t 


f  tlR   Mancluslus.     ••  ll.ty  wuit   chctniig 


,.ir'_' 


t  of  tlu    iii_'htinLr-liiu  s  ask 

Mill  Mifl.  lii  U  unat  i>aiii    ■   i], 


i« 
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,l„,.Mu'l»  .Hacliin-,'un  lir,'  as  tl...n-l.  it   uvn-  jn.f   H..-  splashing' 
,,t  r.iiii.  .  .  .  Th(  \- J).-at  .A-.i-x  iliiiiLT  t'««r  rta!  pluck. 

Th,  y  h.af  cv.  rvthiim  for  pluck  .vc.  j.t  tl>.  ir  ..wii  ..lli.-rr,.  whu. 
.,  usual,  l.(i  til.  ir  inn.  forward  without  a  thought  of  tli.  ir  own 

n-ks. 


T!.,  attack  on  Moiitaul.an  was  on-  of  our  best  succcss.s 
v,s'.  rdav.  The  mm  w.  rr  mainly  Lancasl.irr  tr.-ops  (of  tlu- 
Mi:,cl..strr  H.uinvnt)  supported  by  mm  of  ''"'  Y;*""" 
l„u„ti.s.  indudiu-  those  of  Surrey.  Kent,  Kss.x,  ll-diord, 
.,d  Norfolk.  Thev  advanc.  (1  in  spleiulid  order  strai-ht  tor 
ii„  „•  objective,  swept  over  the  (r Tinan  trenclxs.  and  captured 
!,,„.  numbers  of  prisoners,  without  ijreat  loss  to  th. mselves. 


h.  ir  col 


nniaudin'4  oHic(  rs   were   ai 


,._r  |>oint   call-(l   th--   Hrifjnetcnc,  or 


full  of  nuichiiH  -!,'iuis  and   nnnenw 


ixioiis   about   a   (lernian 
bricktirld,    whi<-h   had 

I 


A-(  rf<rs,  ami  the  ori'^nin 


i.  Ill  ion    was    to    pass 

M-  it. 

r,  it  the  i)()sition  was 


tlu^ 


without     a    direct    attempt    to 


iiili.irdmcnt.    aiu 

!,.eht(l    to   seize    1 

i,    re. Daintier  of  the  m<  n  in 


found  to  be  utterly  destroyed  by  our 
I    a    party    of    ni'ii    (the    Liv.rpools)    wen 


t,   which  th<y  did   with  comparative  ease. 
tliosc  battalions  went  on  to  th' 


r mil  (1  \  illume  o 


tire  from  so 


)f  Montaubaii  ai.<l,  in  spite  of  spasmodic  maclnnc- 
me  of  the  broken  h.juses,  carried  it  in  one  ^'reat 


of  invasion. 


l.iilU'e  III 


imbers  of  Germans  were  taknn;  cover  m  ( 


dui»-outs  and 


r    ll:l 


IS.  but  as  soon  as  our  men 


entered  tluV  came  up  into  tlu 


and  siirreui 


l.rtd.     Many  of  them  were  so 


cowed  bv  the 


„  hombardment  Muv  hud  suffered  and  by  the  waves  .,t  nv  n 

I  .wvpt  into  th.  i    stron-jiold  that  they  f<  11  upon  thnr  kne.-s 

1  IxLTLTed  most  plteously  for  nurcy, 

111. 
hr  loss  of  Mantauban  was  serious 


hich   was  ^'ranted  to 


to  th. 


cn.ii 


IV,  and  they 


pared  a  counter-a 


-attack,  which  was  launched  this  mornni.U, 


o  c 


•ctin'T  this  aiK 


I  had 


Our  men  wer.' 
or-'anizcd  their  defence.     The  G.rmans 


lock,  at  a  strenirth  of  Iw.)  re'^nmeiits 


.iMir  on 


in  close  on 


ler,  verv  bravely,  ran 


k  aft.r  rank  advancinjf 


ii\(  r 


the  dead  and  wound.  <i  bodies  of  their  comra. 


lit  bv  our  machine-L'un 


()iil\  a  ic- V  men  wire 


s,  who  w.re 
fire  and  rifle-fire  and  mown  down. 

I  tliesc  died. 


able  to  enter  our  trenches,  and  these 


;*«:'♦.' 
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Tin:  i!\ttm:s  or  tin:  so^imi: 


M;iiitinil>;iii  f.  tiiniiis  ii,  mir 


hiiixl'-.  Mini  -  '  I':'!-  111!   (  111  in\   li.is  Hut 


ll  t<   Nl{ 


■t' 


i'   mil 


,|||.  r    :A\:\(k 


:5 


()ii-l 


inr  \vind>  luniM 


1  111.-  \  i!lif_"   In  a  -iKir).  sali.  nt  wliicli  (lri)i»s 


M.utli-«  astwanl-.  In  Maim  I/,  wluc  li   i->  In 


II  i.i'  (i.  rniaii  <!'  ad  aiiil 


voniidrd.  wlio  an 


111  iii<_'  I'oniid  Ml  fill'  »•'  llar>  ai 


(iiir  linspiiai 
(ionliiiis  Ml 


II 


lirr. 


a('ro>s 


till    (>] 


III    Willi 


ua^  111 

;i  a\  ii\  , 
111 


(1  takiii  iiack  ti; 

111.   takiiii:  I'l'  M.iiiii  t/  tliat  MHiir  of  tin 

With  Knuiisli  lri>o|)s  tin  y  ailviinccd 

jird  arin>. 


lire  and  not  a  rilli  -^liot  caiiu 


Siiddi  nlv 


a\s    om     o 


Tlii  n  was  \i  ry  little  sh«ll- 
Iroiii  thr  in.  iii>'s  laokiii  trcnchis. 
r    tliiir  oflic.  rs.    "a    inachim-ptii 


.|)iiiid  lire  njioii  n--  |  ..int-hlaiik.  and  caii^'lit  iis  ni 


till   f 


ire, 


I 


,li()iiti  d  to  iiiv  Tilt  n  to  a(l\aiici'  a 


t  tin  doiilil'  .  and  v..  rm  lorwani 


tliron._'li  a   |>i  iic(  t 
j)iM.r  lioys  droiipii 
a  wliilr.      Hnt   at'ti  rwai 
and  hold  it   still.  .   .   . 
hick." 


n  am  of  shut ti  riii','  hull.  I 


M; 


uiv  o 


f  niv 


I.  and  fh<  II  I  t\  11  and  km  w  -lotl.ini.'  mnn-  tor 
(is  I  hiard  that  w.  had  taki  ii  Mamitz. 
M\-  (;()rdoiis  wm    tin.-,  hiit   w.    had  hail 


It    was  till-   firr  of  (Jirnian  niacliin< -irniis  w 


.  hich    was   most 


trying 
to-dav 


to  (iiir  mill.     Airaiii 


and 


aiiaiii    s( 


•  Idiri's   na\<' 


told 


nv 


that    Ihr  hard   tinu'  canic  w 


play  npoii  tlniii.      In  spit«  ol  our  cnorm 


li.-ii   1h.  sc  hull'  ts  hcyan  to 
(Ills  huiiilian'mciit  tluTi- 


n  inami  i 


1  lit  i-f  ami  tilt  ri.  ivcii  in  a  front-lim  tr.  n^  h.  a  mac- 


hine- 


t    SI.    stronjily    hnilt    with    st..l    L'irdtrs    and 
that    it    hatl   dtiird   our  hii'li  cxplosivrs.     Ami 


;jim    (  niplaci  im  i 

C'OIICIilr    covtr 

iiisidt  wt  n-  nun  who  wi  n-  diliaiit  also 


A  \on!:'r  < 


flic,  r  of  thf  Xorthiindurlanil  l-'i  sili'Ts  paitl  a  hij.'!! 


and 


trihiitt    to  tliiin.      •■ 'l'lny  arc  woiuh  rim   m- n.      li--  saitl 
Avork  thtir  machint -  until  thty  arc  homhcd  Im  ,i,  alh.     In  th 
trciiclKs  hv  Friconil  tluy  stayid  on  wh.  n  all  tin  otlnr  nun  huil 
citlur  hit  i":  killtd  or  wound. d,  and  wouUl  lu  ilh  r  surniKlcr  nor 
(sraiH.      It  w;isth(  samcat  Loos,  and  it  would  not  he  sport inj,' of 
us  if  we  (lid  lu.t  sa>  so.  thoutrh  they  have  Iinockcd  out  so  many 

of  our  h'.st. 

Tht  saiiii  opinion  in  almost  the  same  words  w;,s  u'iven  to  m< 
to-day  hy  many  mt  n  whose  bodies  bore  witiu ->  l..  th.  sr  (;crman 
Maxims."  and  thouL'h  tluir  words  were  a  trihutc  to  the  em  my. 
tluy  also  pn.vtti  llu  iiiu  ••cnrrosity  in  ilse  luart  o!  our  own  men. 

Vvhile  t  he  attacks  wi  re  beini;  made  on  Montauhan  and  Mamet/ 


U  V 


,X._-.i.  _- 
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,.,  ,;„r  |,„.  lr...n  (.Mtn..i>r..u!t  .l..%snuunls.  So  l;.r  1  Iniv  h.anl 
.  ,v  l.itl  ..t  III'  ;»«■!'""  i't  c;<.mn.<court.  wl..  r.  th.  (..rmm 
!.,|,i  nt  uaM....st  <l.lh.ult  luiissanll  „uii.u  to  r..r.nHliiJ.I.- lUln.Cis. 
iu  ti.iit  tliivctH-n  <«•.!•  pr..;:,.  s>  liu^  not  brrti  u'nat. 

I'-uHnr  M.Klli  ;i!  OsilKrs  iin.l  I.;i  Hoiss.Hr  our  altiu-kN  uvrc 
..ii.rr  moiv  fort  u. lilt.',  un.l  m..iu'  moun.l  was  i.M.n.<l  with  tin  at 
j.,.,  ,„  l,f.'  to  thr  .!.<  ...V.  t!.o..-li  "ut  witlu.ut  many  fusu.illirs  t.. 
,.,r.,lv.s.  Koitnnat.ly.  as  in  all  tliis  liizhtn.!,'.  tlu'  proportion 
,1  li-'htlv  wouikI.  .1  III.  n  !•>  \v..n.l.  rt'iilly  hi«l». 

Thi  advan.-.  np'.n  tl..'  ri.l-.'  ..f  La  H-msm  IK-  was  a  spI.tKlid 
..„.!  ,m  iMoraM.'  thmt:.  Tl..'  in.  n  wl...  t<.ok  part  in  .1  wvr.-  Imr.l, 
,,,,,,1,  f,  llous  who  iVar  iKith.r  man  nor  d.v.l.  lu.r  .  nu'ims  of  war. 
■riu"-  w.uf  iorw..nl  .Oumn-,  an.l  th.'  Tvn.-si.lr  pip.  r^  play.-.l 
,,„  th.  ir  nu  n.  Th-  (;■  nnan  «nns  w,  r.'  lUnu'inu'  .la.'k  .Johns.>ns 
,,v,  r.  hut  tli.y  did  not  i-illict  much  .lamas,'.',  an.l  th-'  ni.n  j.'.Tid 

'''•s,l'lv  .,1.1  tiv,-p...nt-nin.-  crumps!"  sai.l  a  y.mnjr  oHiccr 
to-.i,v\vho  ha.i  h-.n  a.n.mti  tlwrn.  -  Th.  y  -.niy  ma.h--  a 
1„  astly  stink  an.i  I  h-  d.'vil  <.f  a  noise.      It  wa.  th-   n.a.'hmr-jruns 

v.:,i.h  .lid  all  the  u,.rk.""  ,      ,,   ■       n 

Th.   inachin.-^'uns  w.  r.-  .nliladin.^' ..ur  m.  n  fnnn  La  H.mwUc, 

„,„|  i,„,n  the  lu-h  (.'r..un.i  al.ov.-  th.  ir  hull.t.  -am.-  patfrm^ 

l„N,n  m  sh..wcrs,  so  that  wlu  n  th.y  hit  men  in  th.'  sh.,ul.  .'r    hey 

e.un.    out    at    th.'    wrist.     Th.y   sw.pt   No    Man's    Lan.l    like   a 

'■l5irt'..nr  tr....ps  pass..!  ...i  sl.adilv  with  lix.d  hayon-ts  at 
.  arad.  st.p.  not  turninji  th.  ir  h.a.ls  wh-n  cmirad.s  .lropp<d 
i.,  n.l.t  and  1. 11  <.f  thou.  Th.y  t.x.k  the  lir.t  Inu'  of  Crinan 
,,.  Pches  which  w.re  l.L.wn  t.,  dnst-h.-aps  with  the  ho-hcs  of 
the  m.n  who  ha.l  held  th.in.  In  th.-  secmd  line  ih.re  were 
i„.  n  still  livln-r.  and  .till  r.'s..lute  .  n..tmh  t.)  (h  i.  nd  theins.lv.  s. 
Th.y  w.re  l)..mb.  .1  out  of  this  position,  an.l  our  m.n  went  on 
'..  til.-  third  liiH-  still  under  inachin.-^un  lir.-. 

•  It  se.-m.-.l  t..  UH-r  said  a  Lincolnshire  la.l,  -  a>  if  then-  was 
a  n.aehin.--un  to  everv  five  men."  VVith..ut  .  xa-.-ration 
Ih-r.'  w.re  manv  ..f  th.se  machin.-s  and  tluy  w.re  s.rved 
-  vilttillv  an.l  t.  i-i-iblv  »'v  their  gunners.  Heyond  La  li.)iss.-Ue, 
^^hl.-h  was  pnss.'tl  on  ..i-.c  side,  the  lire  l).cam.-  v.  ry  int.nsc. 
liiL'h  .•xpl.)sives.  shrapnel,  and  trench-mortars  plou-^hed  up  the 
;.'!-()und. 
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Tin;  n\TTM:s  or  thk  sommk 


r 


f  l.ii  \\  I  \  1  r\ 


tiling' af  iiMNcpl  liall'-»n.<.iis,"sai(luniuii 


il    \\[<     I  {oval  Scots 


II    uas  th.    M.-val  S.-.ts  ul...  <!.ar-.«!   \^i»^>  tlu-  b.ivon.  1   Mif 


a  ImkU    <  I'  (••  nnaii   Imnpv,  ;ci< 


I   til-    (.tli<r  liaUaliKiis  at 


l\  aiu'i  il 


t„    ,1  ml.|.    aiMl  .aplnntl  hatch..  ..f  iii<  n   wli'.  ha.l  no  liH.r 


it    t 

«l<.ii  . c'l  lor  I  lie  fi'ilil. 


>olil<     o 


III  II  i-r  I  )or^'  t   am 


lone  l>y 
I  Mai.ch-slrr  witli  liiL'lilaii.l   \.\'M    I'lfaiitrv 


f  til.     liar.i.st    li'.'litin'.'  at    I-a    Hoiss.  II,     was  i 


aiK 


I  It' 


rdi  I'l  rs. 


In  \   liad  all  <  il 


.V  tit 


111-  oM  r 


III.   I'l-oiit  Ihi.  ,  hut 


ulll  II     t  I 


n inii    \v i.s    I'l  a' 


IimI    lia.i    to    iiiuML'c    111    a 


hattir    of 


hoMil.s  uilli    11    laiL't     ho.ly    ot    (..riiMiis. 
hroU.  11   (l.iwii   aii-l    uli'ii   til. re    was    a 


'liiis    r.sislaiHi     \\as 
,Ii,,u    ..f    liavoiicts    the 


'I'll.  V  w.  re  hau'L'ard  m<  n,  nvIk'  l'i'<l  ^nff-  r  «l. 
IVoiM  loii'_'  liiinirer  and  tliirst  as  oiir 


riHiiiN'  siirr.  ml'  Il  .1 

iik.-  most  of  our  |iri-on«  r- 

».otii!.ar.iin.  Ill    had  cut  off  tli.ir  su|>i)lies  a 


!l( 


I  hrokeii  the  watir- 


pi). 


thi  r.    was  a  st\ere  s 


Fart  III  r  noilh   tli 
;t'  'I'liitpval,  which  was  once  in  i 


tl 


le  (  111  in\'  s 


<.'ri|) 


It 


Is 


ci.  ar  Iroiii  a 


triiLTL'!'    for  the  possession 

u\r  hiuids  hilt  is  now  a'jaiii  in 

11  tlw  e\id(liC«'   1    <aii    '^'.t 


tliat  our  ni.  II  pass. 


1    iMAoiid    to   a   further   ohje.tive    without 


,la\  ill!:  to  ell  ar  on 


•r    to    '•e.i 


t  the  duLr-oiits  whiTe  t;eriuaiis  Wire  111 


hidiii 


t  llelll\    came  ol 


rch    for    all    the    iiiachiiu-'uii    (inplacein.iits.      1  h-' 
,t  ofth.irhidimz-pliuvsaiids.  r^..lth.lrnlachllu- 
.Mlns"upo!l  the  Untish  troops  who  had  p""'  f'Tward. 

,..,jnr  of  the  Maiidustcrs,  who  to.U  i)art  in  one 

wluch   foll.iw.'d   each  olli.  r  in  waves  upon   the 

that  he  ami  his  comrades  forced  lluir 

thV.  iv.'nt  til  iich.s  and  had  to  walk  ov,  r  the  hodi.s 


s(  ri:(  ant-iiia|or  . 


of  the   attacks 
'I'liiepxal  positioi 
wav  acio'-s 


of    larLTc    I'liinhers    of    (tirmaii    < 
homhardim  iit.      With    his    rv^wn 


had,    who    had    fallen  in   the 
nt    he    wdit    forwanl    into   a 


wood  known  l.>  the  nun  as 


r.liL'htv,"  a 


iid  then  fell  woniK 


lelUIll  -L,'l!n 


with  a  sIdiiii  o 


hnllrts  and  shrapnel   wire  slashiiLi  throii 


\vd. 
'h  it 


f  l>ad.  lo] 


ipiii;,' 


ff  hiaiiches  ami  ric'cli.  ttin<z  Ironi 


iideil  fou-rht  their  way 


the  tn  e-truiiks. 

mIio  Wire  not   won 

villaL'e.      Some  haftalioiis  wiirkm^r  < 

a  verv   sevi 


Ihe  nil  11  stood  this  ordeal  siipirhly,  and  th( 


throm.'h  towards  the 


on 


the  lift  of  Thicpva 


1  hml 


re  onleal.     One  of  them,   wi 


)iind.(L   told   me  that 


tlu  V   sel/.l  d    i  lie   lUsl    sVs 


iinn 


,ti  ni  of  trtiiohes  in  the  face  ot  mac 


tin'   and   caplund   the    iiuii   who   rcmai 


hitic- 
ii.d   alive   in   the 


tiuLT-lUlts. 


Tluv  were  deep  dug-outs,  goinj^  30  feet  h.low  -round,  ai 


id  in 


^*-^vk„ 


Tin:  riHST  ( iixncF. 


n 


'III' 


(MM    ^.     < 


\,  M    ;i{    tli;it    «l<  I 


|..\'  .  r  I 
111.  ■;>. 


hnnil"  I'x.   ^'> 


,11,    ha. I  ln.i.-.l..ors  |.  a-lin'  t..  still 
|,,,..,|„„„t    lia-l    lint    toiHh..l 


that    <"ir  l><>ni";t 


Ma!i\    <'l    'li'  '"    ^^'  *■'■  ' 

«l(,ck..l    \M'ii   \vii 


lalK.iat.lv   littMl   aii.l   finiisl..  .1 


(I    w  V     ^M 


n    anil   l>< «  r 


..1 1'l 


iiuit'ici'  ^Vil> 


f,„„„l  ah.l  M  hi   liack  to  . 


A  If'"' 
liii 


I       .l.iti     ul 

t  ,  ill  saml- 


It    was 


ival.ci.l    ui...n   tl..'   Thi.-I.val    uomls 


,lv  II   niir  nn  n   :i< 


Im.t.  y. 
M.  iiiw 


at" 


I    \h,\-    liail    to    i';i^ 


tliri.ii'jli    an    int.  iim-    liarnit,'.' 


hi!.-  l.i'„'  li'-'htint:  ^^a^ 


111  j>ri''_'r.  -^s  a 


t  Fi 


IC.iM 


f  ti,.  Ncrlli-C'iiiiiryiii 
nit'u-i  iillv.  aiH 


n  lia.l  a  ^'V.a 


I  (init  al  "f  lir> 


rt.  ami  sI'Iik- 
'i  In  \'  luivi- 


.ii.    iiia'j 


OtIuT   tn  "'!'•>    ^^*i"' 


I  Kric.nirt  is  ours. 


sscS     «) 


r.ntish   nt-'ini' 


,,ts    achaiici 


ii,  a\  ."irill'J 


t(< 


;ihM 


t    1 

tli(   hiu'li  U''"'""i' 


,,ss.s>ion  <» 


I'   nun    of   iiiany 

1   ,;,',   h.,th   si.l.s  i.f  th.    villa-.'.    «i'- 

r  Sli.U.r  W.mmI.  l,../.n_'.   NN«><«1, 

ti.m 


Itiith.  ....vth..f  th.- villa-.  tr..n.  til.' !><-• 


kii'AMi  as 

:il,.l    won  IK 


tlir  (r'.cilix.      I-ar-j.'  n' 


Mill),  rs  of  l.trniaiis  w. 


r.    kill'<l 


1,(1,  but  til.    u'arrisi.n  <• 


f  I-'ricoiirt   niaiiitaiiu-i 


I  a  vtry 


-tuut     r.  sislaiu'*'.    aiu 


I;f.t    succ'c.i 


1     until    tliis     niornmi;    our    a 


I  ill  tukin.4  tliis  stron'.'hol'l,  althou^'h 


Hacks    «liil 
riv 


it  \va>  lit  a 


v.iiriiiiiiu.  <i 


i;.  roic   acls   %v.  n- 
,  ..ii.r.'.ilts  who  wdT 


(lone  liy  our  nun 
with  tliiin 


as    I    know   from   th 


,lv  ..lu'  instance,  was  so  -jo. 

,1,1,,  r.   that    wlun   lh.'   <'I1h<  rs   ol    ins   i 


(),,,  l,..y  of  .iL'l>t.«i».  t.)  mvc 
...lain,  althon'.'h  a  privatr 
his   i.lat....n   had    fall,  n   h.- 


.(1  a  «ai) 


illii  (1  till-  null  a 


nil  h(l  tlKiM  lorwai 


lonu'  on.  my 


la.U 


H        CTIfl 


1.    '•  \V(  '11    tr«  t    th"" 


onl 


llnval  Scots  Ud  this  hattali....  forwanl  to 


A    pi  I 

I  to  an  o 


1"    tht 
1(1  Scottish  tiiiH-. 


(-iiiai.>r    o 


;i!ii 


1  duriim' th"  attack  stood  out  aionc  HI 


No  Man's  Land  piayin- 


ill  until  h.'  fell  wounded. 
I'.arlv  this  morning  a  %  <  ry 


fine  Hanking  attack  was  mat 


Ic  on 


'  rie.iu 


it  bv  the  null  w 


ho  ha.l  h.  1.1  on  to  till-  j,Mo""«l  'I'"-'"-  ^'" 


t.  aiul  Crucifix   Tnncli   v.a 


J\v.>  hi'j  mines. 


taken    after   the   .xi'losion   o 


)f 


The  iittack  th.  II  cloM'S  '".  *"" 


work  MIL'  ro 


iiiid   to  t 


rouiK 

lol   L's. 


I  the  south,  side  in  on 


h,.   north   and   anoth.  r   fi-htin.j  th.-.r 
1,  r  to  uet  the  villa-je  within  a  I' 


ImkIv  of  troops 

way 

air  of 


'I'hc   operation   succet 


ded    and    the    villaj,'c    was 


taken,   hut 


liu'htin^'  still  went  on  to  Lrain  i 


osscssloli  O 


f  thehi-hrid 


ih'jv. 


'-Mm^^Mr>srxs. 


.^. 


.7.f 


;:*!>15m 
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TIIK  liATTLKS  OF  THK  SOMMK 


..ruMMiiy  of  lirnuiin  solili'Ts  \v«rc  s;-..  n  to  come 
(TOSS  the  np<  ri  with  thnr  liuiids  up.  Oflur  men 
iii^'ly  o\(T  thi.'  shrll-lHatcu  urouiui  t()  siimnder  to 


wtiol- 

Sl'-I(l(    Ill\ 

<)i,i-  riK  II. 

Hill  111'-  (ii<riiv"s  ^iiiis  put  lip  .1  hciuy  l):vriaL'<'  "f  shnipiu  1 
iiiid  hi'.'li  <xpl<i-i\<^  will  II  our  iiuii  tried  to  iid\iiiK'c  Jilonfr  thi' 
rid^'c,  and  In-iii  tiic  upper  end  of  the  Fricourt  Wood  thcri' 
cainc  tlic  i!ic--~sa!it  clattf  r  of  macliiut-iruu  (in.  Our  att;K'i% 
did  not  f.iilir,  and  as  lur  as  I  can  lean,  tlu'  jiosilion  to-ni<,dit  is 

t'ood. 

'!(  n  .  Hid),  arc  some  scraps  of  fact  alumt  a  ■,'!•(  at  battle  still 
in  pro<:n  ss  and  rov<  riiij,'  a  wide  streteh  of  trroiind,  in  which 
nianv  s  .paratc  actions  are  tuking  |)lact .  It  is  impossible  for 
an  cyi-witiKss  to  sir  nujre  than  a  eorm  r  of  tlusc  battlefields, 
and  at  ihis  hour  for  oiu-  man  to  write  a  cKar.  strait,'iit  chronicle 
of  so  ^M-.at  an  adventure.  1  have  bet  n  trav.  llint:  to-day  about 
the  liiK  s.  trvinu  to  jrjithcr  tlie  threads  to«,'ethrr.  tulkini,'  to  many 
of  our  li'.rlitiiii.'  nu  n.  <.'()inLr  amonrr  the  woiindt  d  and  t  hr  prisoners, 
iind  in  tlic  im  use  :uid  immediate  interest  (.f  thi^  -_ncat  drama  of 
war  which  is  all  about  me,  trying  to  get  at  Uu  latest  facts  of 
our  protxrcss  from  hour  to  !»our. 

liiit  what  1  have  written  is  only  the  oilds  an<l  ends  of  a  long 
heroic  storv  whidi  must  be  written  later  witli  iuiler  knowledge 
of  m<n  and  deeds.  Only  one  thing  is  really  \.ry  dear  and 
sliininu  in  all  this  turmoil  of  two  da\s  of  buttle — it  is  the 
uncoiupH  labk'  spirit  of  our  men. 


:    W^' 


Ill 
THE  FIELD  OF  HONOUR 


lit  Vi 


July  3 

As  tlic  hours  ]);iss  wv  arc  j:fainin<?  now  ^Touiid  arid  rxtfndinjr 
(.iir  line  slowly  l)iit  st<  iulily  to  stnu{,'htcri  it  out  hitwccii  the 
(Wrii'.au  stronirholds  which  have  birn  captured  hy  the  great 
I'ldlautry  of  our  im  ii  aft(  r  heavy  li^'htinjr. 

To-dav  wh  II  I  wt  Mt  into  the  heart  of  thise  hattlefulds  in 
;in(l  around  Frieourt.  where  we  have  made  our  most  successful 
;iii\ance.  I  eould  sei-  the  progress  we  have  made  sinci  the  first 
(i;i\'s  attacks  by  the  elevation  of  the  shell-hre,  which  traced 
lut  the  (itrnian  and  liritish  lines.  To  the  rijjht  of  me  was 
!\I;iin(  t/.  h.  Id  by  our  troops  and  our  encirclini,'  iooj)  no  longer 
dipped  so  sttepiy  southwards  as  before,  but  curved  gradually 
westwards  bleow  the  B()is  de  Manietz  until  it  reached  Fricourt 

itself. 

Here  we  are  not  only  in  possession  of  the  village  but  have 
i1k'  wood  on  the  high  ground  beyond,  the  Crucifix  Trench  on 
H'.e  (<ige  tf)  the  left,  and  Lozenge  Wood  still  fartlier  to  the  left. 
Oir  line  then  nms  to  La  lioisselle.  most  of  which  was  in  our 
liuhds  (arly  this  morr.ing  after  a  fierce  bombardment  by  our 
■jiuis,  followed  by  the  infantry  advance.  It  seein<d  to  me, 
tVom  my  own  observation  to-day,  that  the  German  guns  are 
r.  tiring  farth<  r  back  to  escape  capture  or  direct  hits,  for  many 
'I'  their  shrapiM  1  sh<  lis  appcind  to  come  frojn  an  extn-ujc 
range  by  hit'Ii  ai!<_'le  fire.  All  this  shows  that  we  are  pressing 
ttie  enemy  hard,  aiid  that  so  far  he  is  unable  to  brim:  np  supports 
til  secure  his  d(  fence. 

The  seine  Ik  n  was  wonderful,  and  though  I  have  been  in 
I.  any  battK  iielils  since  this  war  l)egan  I  have  never  watched 
l)ifore  siich  a  complete  and  close  picture  of  war  in  its  infernal 


I- 


I 


vl 


;,'ran(i(nr 


THE  RATTLES  OF  THE  SOMME 


Tl 


IC     \V(I(>( 
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Li  wiiat  was  ( 
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\e  red  liaiui'  niovec 
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rack  of  smoke,  and  was  then  tosset 


dinction  of  t'otitidmaison  from  many  ])lac<  s 
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•lie.     Shells   from    our   heavies   came   screaming 
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len 
the    slidl    hursts,   and   our   (ield-hatt.ri.  s    wen'   liring 


rliead   with  a  hi-li   risinir  note   which   ends   with  a  sud( 


ranu 
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V  iUid  coutniuoi 


islv  so  that  the  sharj)  crack  of  (ach  shot 
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if  calico. 

tornado  of  sluU-tin'.  and  thouirh  one's  head  ached 


Lcimd  to  rip  the  air  as  thoUL'h  it  were  maoe  < 


it  it  and  ( ach  hii:  shell  as  it  travelled  over  seemed  m  a  q 


ucer 


\\ 


av  to  take  voiin  thii,','  ln>m  ones 


vitalitv  l)v  its  rush  of  air, 


there  was  a  strange  t 


xiillation  in  one's  seiist  s  at  tlu'  conscious- 


ness of  this  iiiaN^  of  artillery  suppurlini'  our  nu'U. 
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were 
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TlH  V  l.ad  the-  nuistcrv.  Th.  y  ^vc  rr  M  rctristrn  d  on  _t|u- 
,,,n.v.  Our  truns  at  lust  had  ^iv*  n  us  n  yrcat  chanc-.  Ihc" 
„,a„irv  had  M,nuthi..K  !>«  hind  th.ni.  an.'  it  was  not  all  tUsh 
,„a  l,i;,od  aixaius:  «nat  cn-incs,  as  in  the-  early  days  it  used 
to  Ik-. 


Thr  .n.niv  was  rcplvint,'  c-hi(  lly  on  thr  irround  ahont  La 
l"„,i^s,llr,  so'that  I  hatrd  to  think  of  our  nun  up  tl.rrr.  h.r 
il„.u.'!.  it  was  nothhi-  like  our  hon.l.ardnunt  it  was  h.avy 
,;„,uuh  to  inc-nas,.  tin-  cost  wc-  have  iiad  to  pay  i..r  i)io;:rr>s 
.  ,.nu!d  s(c  nothin-  ..f  th.  nun  in  that  s.noke  and  llanu,  hut 
1  ,.nuld  srr  nu  F.  -oin-  up  towards  it,  in  a  <iuut,  h'^"rc  y  way 
■,,    iiou.'h  strolhnj:  on  a  sunniur  MU)rninL,'  in  pi-ac.  lul  h.  lus. 

It  WMs  nirious  to  watch  our  soldurs  walkii.!.'  alnait  tins 
,,,,,l,iul(l.  Tluv  Mr.n.d  very  aimless,  in  httlr  -roups 
;,,,!. ,, I,.'  about  as  tlu.u-h  i.ickinji  wild  ll..wtrs-sonu-  ot 
li,,M  p,.|.pi.s  which  nia.k-Mvat  splashes  of  scarl.  i  up  to  the 
l,v,K'h,s.  or  some  of  the  blue  cornllowers  and  purple  scaluous 
,„.l  white  stitehwort  which  wcaved  the  coh.urs  of  Prance  over 
th.sr  p.u.r  stricken  li.lds  <.f  hers,  now  lurs  attain,  and  tiic 
.harloek  which  ran  with  a  riot  of  uoKl  in  all  this  irnat  luxuri- 
.  ner  l,.lwe<  n  the  tumbled  earthworks  wlun-  d.ad  bodies  lay. 

The  slulls  w.n  N  liininix  and  rending  the  air  above  their 
|„  uis  but  th.  V  did  not  ^'lance  upwards  or  forwards  to  where 
ti..  shells  bui^t  and  vomited  black  smoke.  They  ^;^';';«';^'* 
,.,,nless  of  war  as  h<.liday-makers  on  Ilampslead  UiMu 
Y,  t  v«!i.  II  I  went  amonu  thmi  I  h.und  that  each  man  had  his 
MHcial  misMon.  aud  was  part  of  a  -e.ural  purpose  -uided  by 
In.luT  powrrs.  Sonu-  of  them  were  layin-  new  wires  tor  lu  w 
t,h, .hones  ..v.r  yn.und  just  captured  from  the  nu  my. 

Oth.rs  wu-e  runners  comini;  down  with  nu  ssai:.  s  through 
ji,.  l,ana<"  lu-lu  r  up  the  roads.  ArtiUerynun  and  eu.u'nucrs 
v.,  ir  "vi{\ui:  on  with  their  job,  (piietly.  without  fuss. 

From  ovir  tlu  rul-e  wlure  Crucifix  Trench  runs  from  the 
Pou.ihs  into  l-ricourt  Wood  came  a  body  of  nun.  I  c.nUl 
.>r  their  luads  above  the  tnneh.  Tlu  n  they  s.  enud  to  rest 
;,  xshilr.     After  that  thev  came  into  full  vuw  below  the  ruiue. 

11(1  tluv  bi.n  s.di  bv  the  (k-rman  gunners?  Why  were 
tluv  runnin-  like-  that  down  the  slope?    Sonv  shrapiu  1-clouds 


eiJiie  wliiti   and  curl\   aODve 


the  skv-linc 


uth<  rs  Huffed  !ow!T, 
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iicm  r  to  the  iiu  ii.     Tluy  %v(  rt-  in  such  a  bmicli  that,  one  shell 
Wdiili!  do  irn  at  (laiii:i<:i'  tlitrc   .   .   . 

'J'h(  y  s(iilt(n(i  a  little  and  I  saw  tluir  fi^tir«s  takin-:  cover 
in  the  hiitninoeky  riders.  It  was  only  lattr  that  I  heard  that 
th(se  rn<  II  had  h(  en  lijihlini,'  heavily  down  n(  ar  the  two  trees 
known  as  the  Poodles,  and  tiiat  they  had  eaplund  a  ninnher 
of  (i(rniaii  prisoners,  who  came  towards  thmi  with  uplifted 
hands.  'rti<-  prisoners  were  heiiif;  l)roii<fiit  down  in  small 
batches,  whom  I  nn  t  on  the  njad. 


i    [ 


Up  ai  I.a  !!oiNS<lle  the  shellinj,'  was  si  ill  mfiiise,  but  our 
troo|)s  haii  ahiady  surrounded  part  of  tlu  |.o-itioii,  and  after 
a  coiieehlralioM  by  our  t,'uns  atlvaiictd  an<i  captured  it.  A 
number  of  (.irniatis  wire  there  in  their  du^-outs.  the  reiiuiant 
of  a  battalion  which  had  sufhnd  fri;,ditfui  thini^s  inider  our 
}jun-fire.  SouH  of  the  oilicers,  it  seems,  from  what  tht  prisoners 
told  mr,  w<  lit  away  to  Hush  Tree  ("ops( ,  I  ontalmaison.  sayiiiy 
that  thev  wtre  j,'oin;,'  I"  bring  up  reserve  s.  iJut  they  did  not 
come  i)aelv. 

The  oth.r  uku— about  •_'.")()  of  them-  stayed  in  the  dii<r-outs, 
without  food  and  water,  while  our  shells  made'  a  fury  above 
the-m  anel  smashed  up  the  <rround.  They  haei  a  (1.  rman  doctor 
there,  a  -jiant  e)f  a  man  with  a  grea.l  heart,  uhe)  had  put  his 
first-aiel  eir<  s  ,iiiK-slatie)n  in  the  secontl-line-  tn  ueli  auel  attended 
to  the  wemnels  of  the-  men  until  our  be)mbareiment  intensified 
.so  that  ue)  man  could  live  there. 

He  te)e)k  tin  wounded  down  to  a  du-j-oi it  -thet.se-  who  had 
not  been  carrie  el  back— and  stayed  lli>  i.  lApeeeiug  dialh. 
Hut  then,  as  he  told  me  to-day,  at  abe>ut  desen  e/cloek  this 
morning'  the-  shells  cease-d  to  scream  and  roar  abo\e-Lfre)und, 
and  afte  r  a  siielelen  siK  nee-  he  heard  the-  netise  e>f  liritish  treK)ps. 
He  went  up  to  the-  entrance  of  his  elu^'-e)ut  anel  saiel  te)  some 
Knjilish  soJeiiiTs  whe)  came-  up  with  lixeel  'oayonets,  "My 
friends,  1  surn r.el.  r."  Aft.  rwards  he-  he-lpe-d  te>  te-nel  e)ur  e)wn 
womuUel,  and  eliel  very  ^'etoel  we)rk  for  us  under  tiie-  fire-  of  his 
e)wn  i^uns.  whkii  hael  ne)W  turned  upon  this  positietu. 

There-  was  ane)ther  (.German  to-elay  at  La   He)isselK-,  but  his 

WOrix      Was      Ue.-L      lllU-^      (•:      !:■■  Ipi!:;.;      \r ,  .1 ! ,  is  •■  • !      i! it :- 

of  those  machine -gumurs  who  kei>t  up  a  fire  of  elroppinj,'  bullets 


>*:^^. 
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upon  our  troops  wlun  we  first  made  an  assault  upon  this  position. 
And  to-day  he  wis  then-  still  in  his  »tnpl:ic(  nu  ut  doinj,'  very 
d<  .'.(ily  work,  and  thou«.'h  h(>  was  woundc-d  in  nine  j)liUHs  wlun 
w.   tdund  him  lu-  was  still  workinj,'  his  t.  rriblc  liitlc  <,'un. 

Our  men  took  him  prisoner,  and,  in  the  English  way,  bore 
I,.,  miuiire  au'iiinst  him,  but  sanjj  his  praisrs.  Many  other 
lu.i'hiii. -_nnis  were  raptured,  and  r(»und  one  of  them  all  tlu 
t,  :tm  was  laid  out  dead  bv  one  of  our  shells. 


Al  about  11. .SO  in  tlie  mornini,'  I  walked  doun  into  Fricourt, 
vliili  wiis  eaptured  vestc  rday  aftirnoon.  It  was  a  strange 
•A,  Ik.  nut  pleasant,  but  full  of  a  ttrrible  intenst.  Fi^'htin;,' 
was  slill  ;,'oin<,'  on  on  the  hi<jh  ground  above,  a  tVw  hundred 
-.irds  awav,  and  while  I  had  been  watchini;  the  scene  of  war 
Inmi  a  lie'ld  n<  ar  by  I  had  seen  heavy  shells,  certainly  five- 
j,Miiit-nin(s.  fallin<;  near  the  villa.Lje  and  raisinu  clouds  of  black 
and  i,'re(  !vsh  smoke,  and  they  were  fallin},'  into  Mametz  some 
distance-  to  the  rijjht. 

Krieom-t  was  not  an  invitinji  place,  but  other  men  had  been 
,1,.  r,  at  a  worse  time.  And  the  interest  of  it  called  to  one  to 
:.'.  t  into  this  bit  of  ruined  ground  with  its  broken  brickwork 
v.hieh  for  more  than  a  year  we  have  stared  at  across  barbed 
wiiv  and  through  holes  in  the  ground  as  an  evil  place  beyond 
unv  knowledge,  as  a  place  from  which  death  came  to  our  men 
Ion!  trench-mortars  and  machine-guns,  separated  from  us 
!,v  linis  of  trenclKS  full  of  snipers  who  waited  and  watched 
r "r  :.nv  (.f  «tur  heads  to  ai)ix'ar,  even  for  a  second,  above  the 
parapet,  and  bv  No  Man's  Land  into  which  some  of  o\ir  bra\  e 
liovs  went  out"  at  night  at  great  peril,  hiding  in  slu-11-holes, 
,:ih1  avoiding  the  mine-lields  of  the  Bois  Fran9ais  and  other 
Liwund  honeycombed  below  by  German  galleries  which,  night 
alter  night^lo  you  remember  the  line  in  the  olVicial  com- 
iiiunique^?-lhmg  up  the  soil  anil  formed  another  crater  and 
l.i;ri>(l  some  more  of  our  men.  "There  was  niining  activity 
11.  ar  Frict>urt."'     Well,  there  will  be  no  more  of  it  there. 

1  went  across  the  fields— Lord  God  !  that  would  have  meant 
<!■  ath  a  weik  or  two  ago,  before  the  enemy  was  busy  with  other 
tliiuL's  clo.e  bv-  and  came  down  to  our  old  system  of  trenches. 
IK  re  were  tile  little  wootfen   bridges  across   which    our  men 
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Other  liermans  came  down   under  yuan 
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indc  MiilKihlr  thiiiirs.  ami  the  litt.  r  of  nHn's  tunics  ainl  |)ouch«-s 
nrid  liii\ ,  rs.ieks.  mid  diii,'-oiits.  RilU's  luv  tvbout,  and  thr  -.'round 
\\as  sfnwii  Willi  liand-i^nnadiN  and  hen-  and  there  wa^  a 
-rn  at  »inex|)l..(led  sli-  11  whieh  had  n()>ed  into  the  Mill.  Tlu  r 
vvvre  nianv  (ii  rnian  dead  lyiiii,'  there  in  Frieourt,  and  some  of 
,„ir  ..wn  poor  men.  The  (Jermaiis  were  lyin^'  thiek  in  one 
],;irt   <»r  the  trenclxs. 

They  had  been  tall,  fine  men  in  life.  One  of  th.n»  lym^' 
uifh  manv  wounds  upon  him  was  (juite  a  j,'iant.  .Vnolher 
]„„,r  man  lav  on  his  hack  with  his  face  turned  uj)  t(.  th.-  blue 
.kv   and   his   hands   raised   »ip  above  his   body  as   thou'^h  in 

l.r:iv(  r.   ... 

Hut  I  turned  my  head  away  from  these  sijihts,  as  most  |.<(.pl<- 
liide  these  thin<,'s  from  their  ima<,'ination,  too  cowanlly  to 
lace  the  reality  of  war. 

I  followed  an  ollicer  down  into  a  German  dui,'-oul  imtd  he 
Iwilted  half-way  down  its  stei)s  and  spoke  a  word  of  surprise. 
•  There's  a  candle  still  burninj,' !  " 

It  ^'ave  one  an  nncanny  feelin«,'  to  sec  that  liyhted  candle  m 
the  (Tcp  subterranean  room,  where  yestirday  (Jerman  ollicers 
w,  I,   living,  unless  dtad  before  yesterday. 

It  eould  not  have  been  burning  all  that  time.     For  a  moment 

\v(  thou^'ht  an  enemy  miyht  still  be  hiding  tlu  re,  and  it  was  not 

I   improbable,  as  two  "of  them  had  been  found  in  Fricourt  only 

a  I.  w  hours  before.     IJut  in  all  likeliluxKl  it  had  been  lit  by  an 

Kiiu'lish  sohlier  after  the  capture  of  the  place. 

Tiie  du<,'-out  was  littered  with  German  books  and  papers. 

I  picked  up  one  of  them,  and  saw  tliat  it  was  "  Advice  on 

Sport."'     Here  was  sad  sport  for  Germans.     There  was  a  tragic 

spirit  in  that  little  room,  and  we  went  out  tpiickly.     I  peered 

I  into  other  German   dutj-outs,   and   saw  how  si)lendidly   budt 

I  th-  v  were,  so  deej)  and  so  strou'jfly  timbend  that  not  even  our 

I  l.oilil)ardment  had   utterly  destroyid  them.     They  are  great 

I  workers,  these  Girmans,  and  wonderful  soldiers. 

I       Kvervwhere  tlure  lav  about  great  numbers  of  steel  helmets, 

I  some  of  them   with    vizors,   and   well  designed,  so  that  they 

I  e  !iie  down  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  protect  all  the  head. 

I  .^oine    of    our  soldiers  were  bringing  them  back  as  souvenirs. 

I  Our  man  had  ten  dangling  about  him,  like  the  tin  i)ots  on  a 


■u; 


in-j 


tinkf 


In   the   wooil   bevond   the  Crucifix  our  machine-gun,   were 
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firing  Tu-mly,  uikI  tlir  hoIm'  was  like  that  of  a  <iunt  flam< 
1)(  yond  tlu  villaj,'c.  Kriconrl  its(  II'  is  j\ist  a  heap  of  frifihtfiil 
ruin,  with  tlic  nriiains  *.t'  liouscs  which  the  (Ihimv  had  used  as 
inachiiH-umi  <  niphiccnKrits.  Even-  yard  (.f  it  was  httcrcd  with 
the  d(l)ris  of  war's  aftcrniath.  B<  f(.n  our  liiial  attack  yestrr- 
day  in.-.iiy  of  the  (icmiMii  trof)ps  filtered  out  in  rctn  at.  Uavini' 
sorni-  of  "ihiir  wonndrd  l.thiiid.  and  one  poor  piipfiy— a  fox- 
terrier — wliieh  is  now  lh<   trophy  of  one  of  our  hattahons. 

Hut  a  nuTnb«r  of  n, en— about  150,  I  slionid  say— could  not 
ird  away  owintr  to  the  int«iisity  <»f  our  first  honibartlment. 
and  wlien  our  men  stonntd  the  place  y<st<  rday  afttriux.n  they 
cani(  up  out  of  their  duii-outs  with  their  hands  up  f«)r  nuTcy. 
1  se.w  them  all  to-day  and  sjjoke  with  soint   of  Ihem. 

They  l-eiormed  to  the  109th,  110th,  and  lllfh  Hdrinu  nt.s  of 
the  lilh  i;<  MNe  Cori^s.  and  were  mostly  from  Haden.  It 
would  Ix-  alvnrd  to  talk  of  these  fellows  as  Im  in<r  undersized 
or  und(tf((i  nn  ii.  They  were  tall,  strong'.  sL.ut  men  in  the 
prime  t.I  life.  ()nl\  a  lew  wtre  woundid.  aii<i  lay  about  in  a 
(ia/«  d  w;iy.  The  othi  rs  answeri  (1  mc  cheerf'illy.  and  expressed 
tlt(  ir  joy  at  }i:.\inj.'  escaped  from  our  ;.'unlire.  which  they  de- 
serilxd  i^s  "  schneklich  "-  -terrible.  Tlu  y  had  had  no  fotxl  or 
drink  sine(  yesterday  morning'  until  tluir  Kufjlish  ^niards  gave 
it  to  thdii. 

1  si)oke  also  with  a  little  jno'ip  <»f  ollieers.  Th.  y  wt  ro  younp 
vnu  of  an  aiist<K'ratie  type,  and  spoke  vtry  frankly  and  politely. 
Tlu\.  too,  aekii(»wl»(ij;td  the  new  power  of  our  artillery  and 
tin  e<M:ra<;e  of  our  men.  which  was  not  n< w  to  them.  It  wa^ 
h.  r.  that  I  had  a  talk  with  the  German  nn  dieal  olliccr  whom  I 
had  s<  ( n  walkinj:  down  bttwfcn  two  «ruards  close  to  Friconrt. 
Al't<r  diseribinp  his  own  experiences  during'  the  bombardment 
this  morning'  he  lauj;hed  in  a  sad  way. 

••  This  war  !  "  he  said.  "  We  f,'o  on  killinii  each  other  to  no 
jnirpose.  Kurop.  is  b(  inp  bled  to  deatii,  and  will  be  im- 
p(>\erislKd  for  loiii,'  years.  It  is  a  war  ajrainst  rehf,non.  and 
a-:ainst  (ivili/ation.  and  1  see  no  end  to  it.  Germany  is  strong 
and  Knjzhind  is  strong  and  France  is  stronj,'.  It  is  impossible 
for  one  side  to  crush  the  other,  so  when  is  the  end  to  come  ?  " 
l^cause  of  his  ser\ices  to  our  own  men  he  was  {jiven  special 
privilej^is,  and  ai\  Fp<,'lish  soldier  had  brou.irht  down  all  his 
p(  rsonal  bcionpinfjs.  A  little  ai)art  frt)m  all  his  fi liow-onkxK 
.stood    a   German    lieuttnant -colonel    who    was   charged    with 
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l;,i\iiii.'  killtd  two  ol  (iiir  olliccrs  hv  bomhiiii;  tli"  in  after  liis 


(k 


A  tall.  L'lf 


ti 


iltnt 


of  t\n 


)rst  P 


man 

\\'>'\  hv  .st»»(>(l  a\vaitiii<»  an  iii(]iiir\',  and  I  could  only  hope  that 
1m   wiis  not  ^Miilty  of  such  a  crime. 

Ir(iii\  ixrsonal  ohservatioii  I  know  nothini,'  of  what  has 
ii.:]i|)rn(  (I  eKcwiure  ill  the  line  to-day,  but  I  have  heard  a 
-li  ry  of  an  attack  on  the  Cionunccoiirt  salient  which  shows 
!li  il  this  aelioii  wa^  mic-  of  the  most  tragic  and  h»  roic  things 
,  1  British  history.     The  enemy  had  concentrated  a  yreat  mass 

■  >r  LT'iiis  lure  ill  the  l)(  lief  that  our  main  atta«k  was  to  be 
(i  rctid  against  this  part  of  the  front.  The  existence  of  this 
'■  i:  r  has  been  proved  by  German  orders  which  have  come  into 

■',!■   I'.IIkIs. 

A--  soon  as  our  men  left  their  trenches  after  the  bombard- 
III  nt  yi  itc  rday  the  enemy  barrajrcd  our  front  and  support 
fr  ; ell'  >  with  a  most  infernal  fire.  Our  men  advanci-d  throuj,'h 
t'li^  harraije  absolutely  as  thou<,'h  on  parade,  and  in  spite  of 
'i  !\y  los<(  s  some  of  thciu  made  their  way  over  5()0  yards  of 
NO  .Mail's  Land  to  the  tiicmy's  front  line. 

Ihc  (Jerman  soldiers  also  behaved  with  ffreat  courajje,  and 

•n<(l  their  machine-fjuiis  ri;,'ht  through  oiu-  barrage  until 
ill.  facf  (I  our  men  in  the  open  and  swept  tin m  with  fire  so 
li.ii   l.iige  numbers  fell. 

ilii  attack  did  not  succeed  in  this  part  of  the  line.  But 
il  drew  on  the  enemy's  reserves,  and  pri-at  honour  is  due  to 
fh    xnlour  of  those  mm  of  ours  who  fought  as  heroes  in  one 

■  1  111.  iiKtst  glorious  acts  of  si if-sacrifice  ever  made  by  British 
tr...l... 


i 
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Mi'niint'  liriu'lit  ;  niornin.;  J.rit^lit    - 

|,i..tit  iliit  l"H<l-«  '"«'  '"  •'''■  '-''-'V'-  - 
Snoir'^liill  iliiwii  with  Huiinn..n'<  ».raz.-n 
fall  mi-  to  niv  death  to  ha.st<>n    • 

,  and  .nany  -  "--J^/^^/^  „,.  „,,,,i...,  translation) 

.^  Mor..-nr.,.h."  th.  haunting  death-...n,  .(  th.  f;;^'''- ^'"'^■l^i^^^^vN^^ 
«rm..-H.  1^  th.-  so„«  which   wa.i  Hun«  m.  <.ft,n  in  tho  Irantu  1  ruMian  V\arot 

Th.  w'.nls  w"r..  wr.U.r,  by  Wilh.Mtn  llauff,  a  ,..tri<.tK-  Crman  wnter  of  tb* 
first  half  "f  tho  nineteenth  century. 


■  \ 


No    <cns:itional  progress  has  I 


Dccn   ni:i( 


niv 


l:ist  (lisiKitcli.  ycsUnhiy,  l)tit  our  uuiis 


Ji  lA'  4 
If  by  lis  since  I  wrote] 
arc  in  a  yood  position 


to  folic 'W  up  our  advance 
nceordiii},'   to   the    orij^'inal    ] 


st<a(lv   liL'htinf,' 
1 


and  the  battle  is  dt  \.  loi)in<i,  I  believe 

111    plan,  whie      mtieipated    slow  and 

tion  lo  anotlur.     That 


from  one  G(  rnian  i>om 


IS   l)(iii<,'  (loiif,   a 
capture  oi'   HiTua 


nd  another  ])oint  was  jjaiiu 


(1  to-dav  bv  th« 


fav  Wood,  to  the   no 


th-east  of  Montauban. 


from  which  I  have  just  ecine  back  after  seenii,' 


tlu'  shellin"  of 


this  \\()<h1  frou)  close  ranjji' 
•     It  is  brhind  the  lines  on  t 


he  outskirts  of  tlie  battlehelds  tha! 


tint'  sees  nios 


,t  of  the  activity  of  war,  as  1  sa 


1\V    I 


t  to-ilav  apaiii 


\v 


hen  1  went  up  to  this  cai)turtd  <,'roun( 


1  of  Montauban.     Ip 


lure  liL'litini:  was  in  progress  not  nuuiy  men  were  visi 


there  ^^ 

1  litil  l!ie  :\(l\Mnee,  a 


fter  the  work  of  our  i,nn»s 


bit 
and  the  short 


sharp    rusli    frtnu    open   jjroiine 


J    unthr   the   enemy's   shrapntl 


on> 


!V_!l   J! re 


liiddi  u  and  the  only  movem 


lit  to  be  seen  is  thatl 


of  the  sh.lls  ».l!rs!i':"iUH 
Hilt  on  tho  w;iv  :;|).  now 


.1  tossinii  up  tile  earth 


that  the  war  is  no  loiii,'er  stationary, 
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.  ti„  IV  i^  ii  L'n  ;it  liirinoil  <»f  inc  ii  and  iimKs  and  utins  and  wagons, 
;,!  iiLMin  Jinil  JiL'aiii  t«>-<l:iy  I  \vi>lud  tliat  I  could  put  on  to 
,iHr  skifclirs  ratli.r  than  words  to  d<scril»c  tlicv  M-.nc -,. 
,,1  li.  M  all  alon;.'  the  way  woe  historic  pictur.  s  of  the  campaign 
,11  in  life  and  colour. 

(in  at  ciinps  had  hccn  ass.  inhl. d  in  th'-  dips  and  hollows 
i  III.  hilU.  with  painted  tents  hctw.iii  the  lin«  s  and  <.'nat 
-v  s  of  hors'  s  an«l  wa','ons  and  yini-litulx  rs  crow(lt«l  to'jrthcr, 
I'll  thousands  ot  nan  husy  as  ants.  Transport  colinnns  came 
,,v.  ;i  or  went  up  the  hilly  roads  driven  hy  tind  men  who 
i,,nj„<l  lit  th«ir  seats  tir  saddles  afttr  tliree  days  «»f  battle,  in 
1,1.1!  th.  y  have  had  hut  little  sUep.     One  of  th.  tn  was  asl.  <  p 

■il;iv.      lie  had  fallen  haekwjirds  in  his  wa;;on  still  h.-ldint,'  the 

i:-.  and  while  he  sh  pt  his  li(.rses  jo^^iTtd  on  st.adily  followin<» 
i,,  1.  iiders  of  the  column.  On  the  roadside  and  amoti},'  the 
.1,1   |i,,w.rs  of  uncultivated   li.lds    batches    of   infantry,  who 

„|  Im.ii  miirchmi.'  all  ni<,'ht,  liad  llunn  tluniselvcs  down 
M,i  slij.t  also  «hilc  they  had  a  half-hours  chance,  with 
i,Mr  .uiiis  outstretched,  with  their  rilUs  and  j)acks  for  their 

I  iHoUs. 

Oth.r  men  were  movin;;  up  towards  th«'  fi>;htinp-lincs, 
iiiarchiii!,'  \\ith  a  steady  tramp  ii\uu<i  the  chalky  roads,  winch 
jl.i>t-r.(|  th.in  with  white  dust  from  steel  helm,  t  downwards, 
ami  jMit  a  white  mask  upon  tlieir  faces,  (  xcept  when'  the  sweat 
euii.  down  in  ..'ullies.  Artillerynun  were  leatlini:  np  reserve 
h  .rv.  V,  who  put  th.ir  cars  back  for  a  moment,  as  tii()u;,'h  to 
-uitih  off  tlies,  wla-n  heavy  j,'uns  blared  forth  close  to  them 
,ar  .1  shells  of  at  K  ast  8-inch  calibre  went  howling  overhead  to 
;lii   .ill     ly's  lines. 

At    viivside  corjii rs  were  field  dressifi<,'-sfations    nyinj,'    the 

i;-i  (  ross  il:i<r.  and  surronndid  by  littli'  parks  of  ambulances, 

.  h  re    stn  till,  rmen    wtrc   busy.     And   every   now  and    tin  n, 

:  a  eros>-road  or  a  by-path,  a  wooden  notice-board  direct»d 

Ui.   way  in  n  d  1.  tt.rs  and  the  words  "  \Valkin<r  w>junded." 

ihis Was  the  Via  Dolorosa  of  men  who  could  hobble  away 
!'niii  the  balth  field  up  there  and  •ret  back  on  their  legs  to  save 
tMi>port  more  badly  n<i<led  by  stricken  comrades. 

ri..s.  r  to  the  liins  there  was  a  seine  which  would  make  one 

I  j)  if  one  had  the  wiakness  of  tears  after  two  years  of  war. 
(    ir  til  ad   wt  r,    li'.ing  buried   in  a  newly  made-  cenatery,  and 

UK  of  tluir  e. lUirades  were  standing  by  the  open  gra\es  and 
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sortiiiu'  "III  111'  <Toss<s  thf  littlr  wofxltn  cro'-scs  which  utow 
in  siich  ii  h!ir\<st  ivrross  thrsc  fu  Ids  iif  Kriinn  . 

Th*  V  w«  ri  whiti  ul)<>\«-  the  hrr)\vn  caitli.  Jitxl  put  into  iinif 
niws.  aiitt  lalx  lltd  with  strii)s  of  tin  h<  arini;  thf  n.-mus  of  thw 
who  iKiW  \\:i\  <    j"<  'M'f. 

!•><  nrh  lrno|is  wt  r<-  niiiiirlfd  nnutnt;  our  outi  lu'  n.  A  workiii;: 
Karl  V  of  th'  m  caiix  alotii.'  shonhl<  rin>i  |)ick>  ainl  shovds.  Th  y 
\v(  n  'I'l  rriloiiaK.  past  lh<  tij,'litin^ aye,  hut  tall,  sturdy,  hardciioi 
m.  n.  with  .1  l:k<  MISS  to  thi  ir  yonnj,'  sons,  who,  with  less  wi  ii;ht 
l.\it  with  th.  sanu-  hard  bronzed  look,  an  tii/htinf*  th.  mw 
hatlhs  of  til.    war. 

It  was  th.  sound  of  Frrufh  iruns  aw.iy  t<»  thr  south  which 
was  niakiii^'  most  t-oniniotion  in  the  air  to-(hiy.  liiu  li^'htiii: 
was  'jDUij  on  th<  ri-.  as  thoiitjh  the  Kniich  wt  r<-  rnakinn  :i 
ftirthrr  ad\:nir-.  .  and  the  "rafale"'  of  th«ir  lidd-jjnns  was  ii- 
(Tssaiit  and  lik(   the  roll  t>f  many  dninis. 


As  I  w<  lit  over  th<'  hattlefidd  of  Montanhun  the  encn»y> 
shells  and  our  own  were  falliiifj  over  Hernafay  Wood,  wher 
<  ach  side  held  part  of  the  j,'round.  A  little  to  my  left  Manutz 
was  ht  inn  pounded  heavily  hy  the  (Jirniun  yunners,  and  thty 
were  llin^'in-,'  shrapnel  ajid  "crumps"  into  the  ra««ed  frinc 
of  trees  just  in  front  of  me.  which  marks  the  place  where  thf 
villa«e  of  .Moiitauhan  once  stood.  They  w.re  also  barraj^n:; 
a  line  of  tnneh  just  beh)W  the  trees,  and  keepinj,'  a  stcmiv 
How  of  ti\A -point-nines  into  one  end  of  th<-  wood  to  the  righ: 
of  Montaubati.  for  s\hich  our  nun  are  now  liifhtiny. 

Other  sli.  lis  came  with  an  irregular  choice  of  place  over  th^ 
hattleti.ld.  and  there  were  moments  when  those  clouds  d 
black  shrapn.  1  overhead  suggested  an  imin( diate  dive  into  th 
nearest  duL'-oiit. 

I  passid  aiT.iss  our  old  line  of  trenclus,  from  which  on 
Satnrdav  nioinint:  our  men  went  out  cIk  erinj:  t(»  that  pjriat 
attack  which  carried  them  t«)  the  farthest  point  yaijicd  that 
day,  in  spilr  of  heavy  losses.  The  trenches  now  were  filW 
with  litter  coll.cted  from  the  battleheld- -stacks  of  rifles  and 
kit,   pil's  of  haiid-jxrenades,  no  longer  needed  by   those  who 

owned  them. 

This  old  system  of  trenches,  in  which  French  troops  livd 
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l(.r  Miaiiv  months  of  wiir  Ik  fort-  thry  hiuuhil  Uuiii  «)v<  r  t(»  our 

ii.  II.  was  likr  II  niiiud  and  «l(s»  rtrd  fuwii  |i  ft  liiirri<-tl|y  Im faiisi- 

.  I   |iI.iL'uc,  ami   in   i^rrnt  disonKr.     Ixttcrs   wen-  lyinj,'  about. 

in.l  lHilly-i».,r   tins,  and  ',»irtri{lK<'-cli|)s.      Onr  mtii  hiui  H'Hn' 

I   luird  and   llnsr  old  tn  nclus  an-  a>>aiid4Mi(  d. 

If  i>  Ik  yoiid  tin  |>o\m  r  of  words  to  ;,'ivi-  a  picturi  of  tlu-  (•«  rniaii 
iKiuhis  o\<r  this  l>altl<litld  of  Moritauhan,  win  rr  wt-  now 
h  I.I  llu-  !ini-  through  the  wihkI  In  yond.  Mtfor:  Saturday 
liJ  it  v\  .>  a  widi'  and  far-rciu'hiiii,'  in  twork  of  trtiifh«>.  with 
i;  i!'\   roiiiimniicaf ion  w.iy«.,  and  stroni;  Iravtrsis  and  rrdonbts 

,i>  tii.d.  OIK-  would  shivrr  ut  thcii  stnn'^th  to  m  (•  llurn  niurkcd 
.11  a  niaj).  No  mass  of  infantry,  how.  vcr  j,'nj4l,  would  ha". «• 
(i.in  d  to  a^wiult  Mich  a  position  with  bombs  an<l  rillcs. 

it  was  a  tin  at  undtr;,'round  fortrc  >s,  whirh  any  IhmIw  of  nun 
...  iltl  have  hi  Id  a<,'ainst  any  othirs  for  all  tim«'  apart  fron«  the 
•  i  siructivc  power  of  heavy  artillery.  Hut  now!  .  .  .  Why 
t  .,\.  it  was  the  most  frit,'htful  convulsion  of  earth  that  the  eyes 
..|  man  eouhl  s. c. 

riic  boinbartlment  by  our  yuns  had  f«iNMd  all  thes*-  earth- 
u.rks  into  v.ist  rubbisli-heups.  \V<r  luul  ntmle  this  j,Tound 
i.i;.  \ast  seri(s  of  shell-craters,  so  «leep  and  so  broad  that  it 
.i  1^  likt  ii  Ii.  Id  of  extinct  volcanoes. 

ill.'  LTound  rose  and  fell  in  enormous  waves  of  l»rown  earth, 
.1  that  standin;;  alnjvc  one-  crater  I  saw  before  mc  thes*-  solid 
liilli.ws  with  ;{(l-feet  nIojks  stretehiii;,'  away  like  a  sea  fro/.<'n 
.ilt.r  a  ^Teat  storm.  We  had  hurled  thousands  of  shells  from 
..11  luaviest  howitziTs  and  lonj^-ranf^e  j,'uns  into  this  stretch 
'<\  11.  Id. 


I  >aw  here  and  touched  here  the  awful  result  of  that  jjreat 
L'  iitire  which  I  had  watched  from  the  centre  of  our  batteries 
"!i  til.  morning  of  July  1.  That  bombardmmt  luid  annihilated 
til.  (ierman  position.  Even  many  of  the  duK'-<»its,  going  JiO 
It  (i.  cp  below  the  « arth  and  strongly  timlK-rcd  and  cenu-nted, 
had  ill  .11  chokid  with  masses  of  earth  so  that  many  deiul  Ixnlies 
!:i>  I'liried  there.  Hut  some  had  been  left  in  .spite  of  the 
M|)liea\al  of  earth  around  them,  and  into  some  of  these  I  crept 
tii)wn,  impelled  by  the  strong  grim  spell  of  those  little  dark 
ri)..iiis  I),  low  ulu  re  German  soldiers  lived  only  a  few  days  ago. 

They  seemed  haunted  by  the  spirits  of  the  men  who  had 
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made  tliiir  lioiius  licrc  and  had  carrird  inlr)  tlusc  holes  the 
pride  o|  thtir  souls,  and  any  poetry  the'  '  ,  in  their  hearts, 
and  thf  ir  liopcs  and  ti  rr.')r->,  and  menu  .»i  h)vc  and  hfe  in 

the  jLMfMl  uorld  of  p(  a<'e.  I  could  not  resist  {{oin;^  down  to  such 
|)lac(  s,  thouj.'li  lo  do  so  L.'a\<'  nie  f^oo^eiK  sh. 

I  had  to  <,r()  uarily.  lor  f>n  the  stairways  were  iinexplocled 
honihs  ot'  lh(  "  hair-hnisli  "  styh.  A  stunilde  or  a  kick  might 
send  one  lo  et<  rnity  l)y  hi<,'h-(  xplosi\ c  force,  and  it  was  dillicuh 
not  to  stumble,  lor  the  steps  wire  broken  or  I'allini,'  into  a 
landslide  . 

Doun  inside  the  little  stjuare  rooms  were  filled  with  the 
relies  of  (it  rnian  oHiei  rs  and  men.  The  d(  al  tables  were  strewn 
with  pi.jxrs.  on  the  wooden  bedsteads  lay  blue-^ny  overcoats. 
\\ine  hi.tf|(s.  photoirraph  albums,  furry  haversacks,  hoots, 
bdfs,  kit  of  (\(ry  kind  had  all  been  tumbled  to<rether  by 
Hritish  soldi,  rs  who  had  come  here  aft<r  the  first  rush  to  the 
enemy's  tn  mcIk  s  and  searched  for  men  in  hidinj,'. 

TIk  !<■  wi  re  mm  in  hidin;;  now.  thon>,di  harmless.  In  one 
of  the  (ji.Lr-ouls  wilt  re  I  groped  my  way  down  it  was  j)itch- 
<lark.  1  sluml>l((l  against  something,  and  fumbled  for  my 
niateiu  s.  \\  ht  n  I  struck  a  light  I  saw  in  a  corner  of  the  room 
a  Germiiu. 

lie  |;iy  curled  up.  with  his  head  on  his  arm.  as  though  aslccj). 
1  did  not  siay  to  look  at  his  face,  but  went  uj)  (piickly.  And 
yet  I  Went  down  oUkts  and  lingered  in  one  where  no  cor|)se 
lay  because  of  the  tragic  spirit  that  dwelt  there  and  put  its 
spell  e)ii  nie.      1  [licked  up  semic  letters. 

'J'Ik  y  Win  all  written  to  "dear  l)ri>(her  Willulm  "'  from 
siste  rs  anel  brothe  rs.  se  nding  him  the  ir  le)ving  greetings.  j)raying 
that  his  health  was  ge)e)el.  jireiuiising  tei  send  him  gifts  e)f  f(H>d, 
.mil  yearmng  for  his  home -ceiminu'.  "Since'  yetur  last  letter  and 
card,  sjiiel  one'  of  tluiu.  "  we'  ha\e'  heard  nothing  more'  from 
you. 

■'  Km  ry  time  the  postman  eeimes  wc  hope  for  a  little  note 
from  y.  u.  .  .  .  1).  ar  Willie  Im.  in  order  to  b.e'  patient  with 
your  fale  ye)u  nuist  thank  Ciod  because'  you  h.iw  found  fortune 
in  nusfortntie." 

Poe.r.  pitiful  letters!  I  was  ashamed  to  read  them  he-cause 
it  seenieel  like'  prying  inle)  ane)tlur  man's  secrets,  though  he 
Wiis  <li':Mi. 

'J'here  was  a  little'  lHH)k  I  picked  up.     It  is  a  book  of  soldiers' 
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vdiii.'^'.  full  of  old  (•crniiui  sentiment,  about  "  the  litflc  mother  " 
;m(l  the  1)1(1  house  ;it  houie  iuui  the  pretty  •:irl  who  kisvd  h«T 
-did it  r  hoy  hef'ore  he  \vent  off  to  the  war.  Ajid  here  is  the  sad 
"Id  '•  Mor;,'(  nlied,"  which  has  been  sunj,'  aloii;^  many  ruuls  of 
France. 

'■  Red  morniinj  sun  !  IJed  morniufj  sun  !  Do  you  liiiht  me  to 
,u  ( arly  death  ?  Soon  will  the  trtunpf  ts  sound,  and  I  must 
I'  ave  this  life,  and  many  a  comrade  with  mi-. 

■  I  scjircely  thou<,'ht  my  joy  would  (  iid  like  this.  Yest(  rday 
1  rude  a  |)roud  steed;  to-day  I  am  shot  throu<,di  tin-  elust  ; 
;ii-niorrow    I    shall    be    in    the   cold    ju'rave,    ()   red    morninj^ 

Mill    I    " 

On  the  front  pajre  of  this  Imok,  which  I  foiuid  to-day  at 
Mntifauban.  there  is  an  Army  Order  from  Prince  von  Hupprecht 
o!  Havana  to  the  sf)ldiers  of  the  Sixth  .Vrmy. 

•  \\\  have  the  fortune,"  it  says,  "  to  have  the  English  on 
1.  ir  front,  the  troops  of  those  peo[)le  whose  envy  for  years 
Ins  made  thiin  work  to  surround  us  with  a  rimj  of  enemies  in 
(>r(l(  r  to  crush  us.  It  is  to  them  that  we  owe  this  bliKMly  and 
iiKist  horrible  war.  .  ,  .  Here  is  the  antajjonist  who  stands  most 
111  the  way  of  the  restoratiijii  of  peace.     Forward  !  " 

It  s(tin((l  to  me  A  the  preface  by  Prince  Hupprecht  of 
l!;i\;(ria  sp«)ilt  the  sentiment  in  the  German  folk-sonjjs,  which 
\vi  re  full  of  love  ratlier  than  oi   hate. 


i| 
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I  stood  a^jain  abovc-fn"ound,  in  the  shell-craters.  Other 
^in  lis  Were  comiuir  over  my  head  with  their  indescril)able 
\' hooping,  and  the  black  shrapnel  was  still  bursting  about  the 
ii'ltis.  and  the  Germans  were  dropping  live-point-nines  along 
.   line  a  hundred  yards  away. 

"  He  can  ful  al)out  those  dug-outs."  said  an  oflicer.  "  Sonu; 
<  r  them  have  ehargi-d  mines  inside,  ami  there  may  be  Germans 
-till  hiding  in  th<  in." 

Two  CJi  rm.uis  were  found  hiding  there  to-dav.  Some  of 
■  iir  men  fouml  themselves  being  sniped,  and  after  a  si  arch 
I'lund  that  the  shots  were  coming  from  a  certain  section  of 
tniieh  in  whieh  tlu  re  were  conununicating  dug-outs. 

After  eiiiinuig  trap|)ers'  Work  they  isolated  one  dug-uul  in 
\\liieh  the  snipers  were  concealed. 


i 
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••  Conic  out  of  that,"   shontrd   our  iiKii.     "  Sum  lultT  lik-- 

<,'oo<l  hoys. 

l{ii(  liic  only  ans\v(  r  they  had  was  a  shot. 

The  (in^'-oiit  was  honihrd.  hut  the  lucii  W(  lit  throuyh  an 
nu(l(r<rrouii<l  |!iiss:!L:c  into  aiiothd-  imv.  'Dun  a  cliargc  of 
ainiuonal  was  |nit  d(>..ii  and  tin-  duj,'-o\it  Wown  to  bits. 


This  aft(  riioon.  wJiiK  I  wtus  still  on  the  hallK  luld  of  Montau- 
baii.  a  irn  at  tiiundcr-stonu  broke.  It  was  suddiii  and  violent, 
and  rail!  t'(  !l  in  sIk  ( »s.  Th<-  sky  beeanie  biaek  with  a  ixreinish 
stnak  in  it  wluii  the  li<.'ht  niiijj  forked  over  the  hitjh  wo«Klcd 
ri(lj.'(  s  towards  La  Koisselle  and  above  Kricourt  \Vo(m1. 

"Ihav.i.'s  jirtilhry  I  ■■  said  an  ollicer,  and  his  words  wore 
not  f!i|>|.ant.  There  was  somethinj,'  awe-inspirin-,'  in  th<- 
darkness  that  elosed  in  uimmi  these  batth  <i<lds  and  th<-  preat 
rolls  of  thunder  that  minpled  with  the  ni>ise  «)f  the  puns. 
Artillery  ol)s.  nation  was  ini)M)ssible,  but  the  puns  still  lired, 
and  their  Hashes  were  as  vivid  as  the  lipid ninp,  revealing 
throuph  tile  nuirk  the  dark  lipnres  of  niarehinp  men,  and  the 
l)hu>k  woods  slashed  with  shell-tin-  just  above  Montauban.  In 
a  little  while  the  low-lyinp  pround  was  fl(H)ded,  so  that  the 
puns  in  tlie  \alltys  were  in  water,  and  the  horse  transport 
splashed  throuph  |)onds,  scatterinp  fountains  above  their  axles, 
and  rivirs  ran  down  the  broken  tnnelus  of  the  old  German 


hue. 


I  stood  in  the  storm  watehinp  this  scene  of  war,  and  the 
"loom  and  t<  rror  of  it  elosed  about  me. 
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July  3 

I,\.sr  iiisht  and  this  inorninjr  the  eiu-my  made  attttnpts  to 
.Irivo  our  rn.  i  out  of  their  positions  at  Thicpval.  l)iit  were 
npulsui  witli  Uriivv  losses.  Their  boniJxrs  tit.  vh  icctl  in 
strong  niimhi  rs  upon  the  Leipzifi  Trench,  south  of  the  village 
uf  Thiepval.  and  at  the  same  time  north  of  the  cemetery  to 
St.-l»ierre-l)i\ion,   hut    in    neither    case    did    they   have   any 

At  other  parts  of  the  line,  between  La  IJoisselle  and  Montaul>an, 
tlure  were  bombardments  bv  the  enemy's  batteries  and  by 
..ur  own  ;  and  bv  hard  lighting  wi-  have  captured  Peak  Trench 
and  the  importarjt  system  of  trenches  known  as  the  Quadrangle, 
north-east  of  La  Boisselle  and  on  the  way  to  Contalmaison. 

Stanouig  to-dav  i)n  the  battlefield  north  of  Ovdlers-La 
l5oisselle  I  was  able  to  look  over  a  wide  area  of  the  zone  of  hre 
and  to  see  on-  new  positions.  Straight  in  front  of  me  was 
Thiepval  VVtwd,  marked  by  a  ragged  fringe  of  br«)ken  trees, 
Ihrotigh  which  appeared  the  ruins  of  the  village. 

1I(  a\  y  slu  Us  were  falling  there  and  our  shrapnel  was  burstmg 
Ihieklv'upon  the  high  ground  held  by  the  enemy.  To  the 
left  oi  me  was  Beaumont-Hamel,  opposite  AuchonviUers,  and 
the  village  of  Authuille. 

It  is  historic  ground.  A  hundred  years  hence  men  ot  our 
bluoti  will  come  here  with  reverence  as  to  s;»cred  sod.  tor 
over  this  stretch  of  country,  a  few  miles  wide,  has  been  fought 
one  (.f  the  great  battles  of  history,  and  lure  many  thousands  of 
..ur  men  advanced  upon  the  enemy  with  a  spirit  of  marvellous 
self-saeriiiee,  beNond  the  ordinary  courage  of  men. 

They  faced  lu Uish  fires,  but  without  faltering.     There  was 
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not  oil'-  iitai)  ulio  Inrind  and  fled  iit  a  time  whon  the  l)ravrst 
of  th<  Til  ini:.'lit  lia\r  (piailid.  Tlu  y  wire  all  lurocs  worthy  <.f 
Hie  hiylnst  honour  which  may  \n  Lriv«ii  for  \aloiir  in  the  t'uld. 
Sonuthini:  Mi|)<-rnatnral  socnicd  lo  animate-  thiM-  hattalions 
of  Enyhsh  hoys  and  these  battalions  of  Irish  and  Scots,  so 
that  tiicy  \V(  nt  forward  into  furnace  fins  .-it  H(  aiiinont-IIamil 
;in«l  (iomnu  court  as  thon<,'h  to  f;iir  li(  Ids.  iind  wIk  n  many  of 
thtni  stood  in  the  very  presence  of  diath  it  was  to  the  cry  of 
••  No  surrender  !  "  Then  they  went  forward  a<:ain  to  meet 
th<  ir  fate. 


Th(  ii-  losses  were  heavy.  It  is  trau'ie  as  well  as  wonderful, 
tliis  story  of  our  advance  upon  the  (^  rman  lines,  when  we 
captured  their  trenches  l)y  an  assault  that  could  not  be  nsisted 
iit  first  even  by  ov(  rwljelniinji  j,nm-lire.  I  have  spoken  to 
l^riyadiirs  who  momn  many  of  their  (har  wnu.  The  ajjony 
in  th(ir  eyes  nmde  it  diHicult  to  face  them.  Tin  nnmlicr  of 
casualties  was  hifjh  throughout  the  whole  lencrth  of  front  on 
the  left  of  our  attack,  ajid  inevitable  because  the  valour  of  the 
men  counted  no  cost  in  i  heir  assault  apainst  jmsitions  t(  rribly 
strong,  as  they  kiicw,  but  iH)t  stronger  than  their  resolve  to 
carry  tlu  ni. 

The  enemy's  losses  wen-  frightful  too.  and  his  courajre  greiit. 
It  \\as  because  ver\'  brave-  men  wen-  etn  both  sides  tliat  the 
battlefield  ii!  this  n-gion  was  strewn  with  stricken  men. 

Th«y  wen-  me  r.  of  the  North  Country  who  wen-  e)n  the  left 
of  our  attack  betwc»n  Ovillers-La  lie.isselle  and  a  i)e)int  south 
of  Ilebuterne.  As  soon  as  our  be>mbardment  lifted  at  7.JJ0  on 
the  morninj,'  of  July  1  tlu-  Ijrigade  left  its  trenches  ;uid  ad\ane-(-d 
line  by  liiu  in  perfect  order  us  though  on  parade. 

The  ground  in  front  of  them  was  wrecked  by  our  shell-fin-. 
Several  times  during  the  bombardnunt  tlu-  trenches  had 
luaviel  and  ehangid  their  form,  so  that  ail  tlu  contours  e)f  the 
earth  wire  altered.  Hut  tlu  re  wire  luany  nun  still  left  alive 
below-ground  in  the  (ierman  dug-outs,  thos;  deep  dug-e>uts  e)f 
theirs  that  go  below  the  naeh  e)f  even  the  heaviest  slu  lis.  and 
with  them  were  many  machine-guns  and  deadly  weapons. 

Heh.ind  tlu  ni  also  wms  .-i  'mat  e-oncentration  of  artillery,  for 
it  is  evident  that  thi-  eiuiny  had  expected  attack  here,  perhaps 
oin-  main  attack,  and  ha<l   massed  his  heaviest  guns  at   this 
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|!(.iiit.  His  harrnu'f  «as  iniiiuiisr  in  its  tffirt  of  Jirc  u}wu  (jur 
Ir.  nc-lus  iind  tin-  ltouiuI  hclwtiii  ours  and  his.  To  n  ach  his 
line  our  nun  had  t.>  j.ass  throuLrh  a  wall  of  hiirstins  shrlls. 
Our  own  l)arrM^'(  continued  intdisily,  but  at  tlic-  moment  of 
llic  infaiitrv  attack  th«-  (Jcnnan  soldi(rs  stood  up  on  their 
parapets  inthe  very  fare  of  this  bombanhiunt  and  fired  upon 
our  advancini:  nun  with  automatic  ritles. 

Their  maeliine-;:umH  rs  also  showed  an  extreme  courafie,  and 
uilli  amazing  audacitv  forced  their  way  over  the  broken 
p;,rap«ts  into  No  Man's  Land  and  swept  our  ranks  with  a  scythe 
.)f  l)ullets.  Numbers  of  our  men  dropped,  but  olhtrs  went  on, 
ehar^in},'  the  machine-yuns  with  fixed  bayonets,  linrhn^  bombs 
at  the  men  on  the  parapets,  and  forcing  their  way  into  and 
across  the  German  tn-nchcs.  Wave  after  wave  followed,  and 
tlio>e  who  did  not  fall  went  on,  into  the  enemy's  tirst  line, 
into  the  enemy's  second  line,  then  on  acain  to  his  third  line, 
and  bv  a  kind  of  miracle  ev(  n  to  his  fourth  line.  There  were 
nidi  who  went  as  far  as  Scrre.     They  never  came  back. 

The  enemy's  guns  kept  up  a  continuous  bombardment  from 
7.30  till  midday,  like  an  incessant  roll  of  drums,  and  the  ground 
()\.  r  V  lich  our  men  continued  to  advance  was  cratered  like  a 
systein  of  trous-de-loup.  An  orderly  who  tried  to  come  back 
with  a  message  from  the  men  in  front  was  buried  three  times 
on  his  way,  but  struggled  out  and  delivered  his  report.  Human 
courage  couid  not  reach  greater  heights  than  these  men  showed. 


8 

On  the  right  of  these  North-countrymen  were  other  bodies 
of  troops  from  the  West  of  England,  the  Midlands,  and  Eastera 
founties,  with  battalions  of  Irish  and  Scottish  troops.  They, 
too,  had  to  face  a  great  ovdeal.  When  they  went  towards  the 
(Krman  trenches,  not  at  a  rush,  but  at  parade  step,  under  a 
storm  of  shells,  the  cnemv  came  up  out  of  their  dug-outs 
with  machine-guns  and  rifles,  and  fought  v«  ry  stubbornly 
e^^n  when  the  Midland  men  and  -ther  English  troops  reached 
tluni  with  bombs  and  bayonet  .  There  was  a  fierce  corps-A- 
corus  in  the  first-line  trench  until  most  of  the  enemy  werr 

killed. 

Tlun  our  luvu   went  o!)  to    the     ecoiid  German  line  under 
still  liercer  lire.     By  this  time  they  were  in  an  iufen.o  of  sheU- 
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tin  :in<l  smok',  :is  nothiiit,'  u:is  scdi  (»f  tluin  hyiirtilliTV  obsirvcrs 
iiiilil  :it  s.  15  some  rocket -.  went  iip  v«Ty  far  into  tlu-  Grrnmn 
lines,  showing  thut  some  (.1'  the  T«  rntori;ils  had  cot  as  far  as 
their  hist  <.l)j<(live.  Some  of  the  infantry  (they  were  two  of 
the  Essex  IJi  L'inionls  and  the  Kind's  Own  of  tiie  4th  Division) 
went  as  f;tr  as  I'endant  Copse  sonth-easf  of  Scrre.  Messages 
eaine  lliroii;,'h  from  thcni.  l>yent  nu-ssai.'es  callinR  for  help. 
"  For  (i(Krs  sake  send  ns  bombs. "' 

IJut  the  .neiny's  f,nm-lirc  was  so  violent  and  so  deep  in  its 
barraue  that  nothiiiir  could  pass  throuf^h  it.  and  it  was  im|)ossiblc 
to  sdid  np  relief  to  men  who  had  none  too  far  in  their  keen 
d(  sire  ti)  bfiak  the  Cn  rman  lines. 

.\  little  farther  south  were  some  Irish.  Wi  l>h.  and  .Scottish 
troops.  Wh-  !i  they  left  their  trenches  our  Ixitnbardment  was 
still  at  its  lull  weij,'ht,  but  suddenly  the  noise  of  it  wiis  obliterated 
uitirely,  so  that  not  a  gun  was  heard,  by  a  new  and  more 
t(  rrible  sound. 

It  was  tht  sonnil  as  though  great  furnace  (ires  were  weeping 
llamis  across  No  Man's  I.and  with  a  steady  biust.  and  it  came 
trom  IJerman  machine-guns  in  the  stronghold  of  Hcaumont- 
lianul  and  from  more  (ierman  machine-guns  in  concrete 
( in])laceni(  nts  which  had  escaped  our  gim-lire  upon  the  enemy's 
trendu  s. 

Many  of  our  men  fell.  Some  of  the  Irish  troops  (the  Ulster 
men)  lost  sevtrely.  Hut  other  ranks  marched  on,  not  quickly, 
but  at  a  (pii't  h  isurely  pace,  never  faltering  as  gaps  were  made 
in  their  ranks. 

Some  of  t  hem  did  not  iven  trouble  to  wear  their  steel  casques, 
but  carritd  th(  ni.  as  though  for  future  use  if  need  be.  And 
they  went  across  the  (.ierman  tnnches  and  right  ahead  into 
the  vt  ry  heart  of  a  storm  of  (ire,  too  cpiickly,  in  spite  of  their 
calm  way  of  going,  because  they  did  not  clear  the  German 
thig-o\its  as  tin  y  passed,  and  men  came  out  and  bombed  them 
from  the  nar.  South  of  IJeaumont-Hamel  were  some  other 
battalions,  whose  advance  was  npon  Thiepval  NVood,  and  they 
fought  with  extraordinary  resolution  and  hardihood. 

It  was  tlu  y  who  shouted  "  No  surrender  !  "'  as  their  battle- 
cry,  and  th«  se  tough,  hard,  gallarit  men  forced  their  way  forward 
o\er  ground  raked  bv  cverv  kind  of  shot  and  shell.  The 
enemy's  tnnches  could  not  resist  their  attack,  and  they  stormed 
their  way  through,  killing  many  of  the  enemy  who  resisted 
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Hi,  ru.  Ill  Thicpviil  Wood,  wh(  re  the  trees  wen-  sl:ishe<l  by 
slirii|.ii.  1,  tluy  eolUetid  th'.ir  stniifith,  formed  into  line,  Jind 
sf(,o(i  the  slioek  of  sc  vmd  German  counter-.-ittaeks.  Then  they 
( Ji:ir),'ed  and  Ihin},'  down  the  enemy's  ranks,  taking:  more  than 
•_'(((>  piivoners. 

Anotlur  comitt  r-attaek  was  made  upon  the  soldiers  who  had 
f.-ned  tlieir  way  to  the  outskirts  of  Thiepval  viila;,'e,  from 
uliieh  there  came  an  incessant  chatter  of  niachine-<nm  lire. 
Sonu-  of  them  were  cut  off  from  all  support,  but  they  fought 
forward,  and  the  shout  of  "No  surnnder  !  "  came  from  them 
;i'.':iiii.  thon;,'h  they  wen-  sure  of  death. 

'I'iiis  attack  by  our  troops  on  the  left  of  the  theatre  of  attack 
IS  one  of  the  «:r(  atest  revelations  of  human  eoiirat"  ever  seen 
Ml  history-.  The  trajrcdy  «)f  it— for  the  loss  of  many  brave  men 
makes  it  tra^'ic— is  brifj;htened  by  the  shining'  valour  of  all 
thise  splendid  soldiers,  to  whom  death,  in  those  ^'reat  hours, 
li:id  no  kind  of  terror. 

The  lij/htly  wo\inded  rn<  n  who  came  back,  and  there  wen 
larL'e  numb*  rs  of  lightly  wounded  men,  wt  n  pnxid  of  their 
:  (|\t  nture  and  hopeful  of  victory.  They  had  no  panic  in  tlu-ir 
.  \.  s  or  hearts.  It  was  a  wear\  walk  for  many  of  them  down 
lo  the  Hed  House,  where  their  wounds  were  stanched.  They 
had  two  miles  to  po.  and  it  was  a  lonp  two  miles  to  men  weak 
Inni  the  loss  of  blocnl.  dizzy,  tired  to  the  iK)int  of  death.  Some 
nl  them  sta,i,'tr<red  and  fell  at  the  very  gate  of  the  drcssinj;- 
Mation.  but  even  then  they  spoke  brave  words  and  said, 
■  We've  <:ot  "em  on  the  run  !  " 

The  entmy  behaved  \vell.  I  am  told,  to  our  wounded  nun 
at  some  parts  of  the  line,  and  hilped  them  over  the  parapets, 
ihis  makes  us  loath  to  tell  other  stories  not  so  «ood.  Let  »«s 
not  think,  just  now,  of  the  upHness  of  battle,  but  nither  of  the 
lirauty  of  these  mm  of  oiirs,  who  wtre  lor<,'etful  of  self  and 
lieurthe  cruellest  lire  with  a  high  and  noble  courage. 
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As  loiii:  ;iL'')  ii"'  I-o(ts,  which  s((nis  an  (noniums  tiiin-  u)io.  it 
was  |n(.\((l  iliiit  London  j)ro(iuc(s  men  of  ^'nat  fiyhtins 
c|iialitiis.  not  \\.ak(  lud  by  City  life,  and,  in  spitf  of  more 
s(iisili\c  n(rv(s  than  coiintry-brid  ni«  ii.  able  to  stand  the 
strain  of  battle  just  as  Will,  with  a  quick  intdlitrcncc  in  a  tijjht 
coriK  r,  and  with  pride  and  imagination  that  do  not  let  thcni 
sum  ndtr  sdt'-n  s|Mct. 

"  London  men  liglit  on  their  nerves,"  said  one  of  our  Generals 
the  (.ther  day,  "  but  th«  y  make  fireat  soldiirs.  More  stolid 
men  olteii  ^'ive  way  to  slu  Il-sh(M^k  and  strain  more  easily  than 
the  Londoner,  with  all  his  sensibility." 

In  our  ^'reat  attack  of  July  1  some  of  th<-  London  battalions 
afjaiii  showed  a  very  fine  courajjfe  and  a  most  self-sacrilicinj,' 
tlevotion  to  duty  in  hours  of  supreme  ordeal. 

Tluy  broke  the  German  line  at  Gomnieeourt  and  when 
ill-luck  b( set  them  on  eith(  r  side,  so  that  they  found  themselves 
in  utt(  rly  untc  nable  |)ositions,  v  ith  heavy  loss<  s,  they  held  on 
stul)bornly  a<,Minst  the  eniniy's  counter-attacks,  and  suffered 
all  Ih.d  war  can  make  men  si iff«r— there  is  hardly  a  limit  to 
that.  (Jod  knows — with  Stoic  endurance. 

Tii(  sr  lui  11  bi  lon;ied  to  old  Vohuiteer  rei;inients,  famous  in 
timts  of  pi;iei.  when  once  a  year  y(  .i:i<.'  City  clerks  and  pro- 
fessional iiH  11  look  a  fortnight's  leave  at  Kast«r  for  mana-uvres 
on  .Salisbury  Tlain,  ami  came  back  ratlar  stiff  and  rather 
l)ron/.i  (1.  with  stories  of  sham-fights  and  jolly  bivouacs  at  night, 
and  smokinu  concerts  with  goo<l  fellows  who  lead  a  chorus. 
It  was  a  gnat  ad.iiitun — in  times  of  peace  ! 

IJut  even  \\\hi\  the  Volunteers  changed  their  form  into  the 
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'I'l  rritdrials  ;irul  war  tij^hti-tuil  up  in  discipline,  and  nttviulcd 
riiuri'  drills  and  had  a  haniiT  time  in  ramp,  no  man  ^lusscd 
that  Ix'forc  a  yi-ar  or  t\V(»  had  f)ass('d  the  Qurcn's  WVstrninstirs 
\s.iuld  Ix-  fif/htim:  throticjh  liill-lirc  in  France,  (»r  that  '"  the  old 
\  ics  ■■  the  QiK  en  Victoria  Hilles— woidd  be  smashing'  throiiijh 
(Jirnian  barbed  wire  under  inachine-;;un  fire,  or  that  the 
l{;m<.'ers  and  the  London  Hille  lirijjade  and  the  London  Scottish 
\u)!ild  be  crossing,'  jjround,  strewn  with  dead  and  wounded. 
II  ;i  sfonn  of  hif»h  explosives. 

I'ntich  niad<'  funny  pictures  about  this  amateur  soldiering. 
Tlie  *'  Terriers  "  were  not  thoufjht  to  cotmt  for  nuich  by  military' 
(lilies  who  had  seen  service  in  South  .\friea.  .  .  . 

Wtll.  in  this  war  the  Territorial  infantry  and  the  Territorial 
.'uiuiers  have  counted  for  a  fjreat  deal,  and  durin;^  these  last 
1  \v  days  they  have  proved  themselves,  once  ai,'ain,  jn'cat 
soliiiirs-  ;irreat  in  attack  and  j^reat  in  resistance. 


When  the  four  leading  battalions  hft  their  trenches  near 
(iiiinrneeourt  at  7.30  after  the  preat  bombardment  of  the  German 
|M>sition  they  had  a  long  way  to  go  before  they  reached  the 
>  !i(  iiiy's  front  lines. 

.\o  Man's  Land  was  a  broad  stretch  of  ground,  400  yards  across 
111  <»me  j)arts,  and  not  less  than  200  yards  at  the  narrowest  iK)int. 

It  was  a  long,  long  journey  in  the  oj)en,  for  50  yards,  or  20, 
an  long  enough  to  become  a  great  graveyard  if  the  emrny's 
!ii:uiiine-guns  get  to  work. 

Hut  they  atlvaneed  behind  dense  smoke-cloiids,  which  rolled 
sN  .1(1  ily  towards  the  German  trenches  and  kept  down  the 
II  aehine-gunnirs  in  their  dug-outs.  Unlike  the  experience  of 
most  of  our  men  in  other  parts  of  the  line,  they  escaped  lightly 
In  nil  machine-gun  fire,  and  their  chief  risk  was  from  the  barrage 
"t  shell-fire  whirh  the  enemy  Hung  across  \o  Man's  Land  with 
Mime  intensity. 

Hut  the  Londoners  sturtetl  forward  to  this  line  of  high  explo- 
^iv(  s  and  went  on  and  through  at  a  (juick  pace,  in  open  order. 
On  the  left  was  the  London  Rifle  Brigade,  in  the  centre  came 
til''  Hangers  and  "Vies."  on  the  right  the  Ix}ndon  Scottish,  and, 
liehind,  the  Queen's  Westminsters  and  Kensingtons,  wlio  were 
to  advance  through  the  others. 
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Mm.  I.II  ii(n.ss  t»u-  o|«<i'  ^'romxl,  cunuht  by  llvin«  ».its  cf 
^luH  ,.r  l>...u«l  l.v  th.  in-«at  bursts  of  lu!.'l.  (  xplos.v.-s  wlucli 
„,>n..(l  np  thr  .urth.  U'i»  thr  olh.rs  .lid  lu.t  l.x.k  Imrk.  iilraid 
to  >vcak, ..  th. U.S.  Iv.s  by  tlu  si;.r|.t  of  their  strick.n  cm.rm  .-, 
and  .It  ii  {jr.  at  pur. ,  half  xvalkinu  and  half  ruumufl,  rnu-htd  th. 
(;.  ruiai.  liru  .     It  was  i...  Iun^».r  a  syst. in  of  tr.nchcs. 

I,  uas  a  s.a  of  .arth  wit  It  m.H.I  wav.  s.  Our  h.uvy  ^^m^s 
had  iiuiuhilat..!  parii|Hl  and  paradi.s.  sn.:i.sh.d  the  tnidurs 
int..  inut.hNv.M..I,  str.wn  sa!.dbays  int..  rubbish-h.ai.s,  and 
mad.-  u  nr.al  wnrka.jr.  lint  (i.rn.an  industry  U  low-jri.)iin.l 
Mus  prcK.f  atrau.st  all  this  shill-lirc,  and  many  ..f  the  duL'-nts 

still   stixxl.  ,  , 

Th.  V  \sivr  full  of  r..rnmns,  lor  thi-  lin.  was  stronciy  lul.l. 
and  inanv  ..f  th.sr  nun  cana  up  with  th.ir  luaclun.-'uns  and 
lH,inbs  io  r.sist  th.  attack.  But  ih.  L..n.l..n.rs  spranK  ujH)!) 
Ih.ni,  sw.pt  ..x.r  th.ni,  and  captund  th.'  fn.nt  network  of 
tn  ndi.s  with  ;iMia/iii-:  sp..<l.  ,     ,  ,•.        » 

Ii  uas  n..f  a  st.a.K -<;..iny  business.  sL.w  aii.l  dcldK-ratc. 
Th.'  cpii.k   n.i.Kl   ..f  thr   L..n.l..n   man   spurred   him  t..  .puck 

lU-  did  n<.t  lin.^.  r  to  oll.ct  souvdiirs.  ..r  t.»  chat  with 
Enf,dish-sp.akinK  (J.rn.ans.  '•  Lond..n  l.ads  !  -  was  the  shout 
..f  Victorias  and  W.st minsters.  ,       •  ■  xi 

The  Lon.h.n  Scottish  w.re  raein«  f.>rward  on  th.  rifjlit  with 
tluir  brown  kilts  swinpnf,'  across  th.  bn.ken  ^roun.l.  But  th.- 
officers  kept  tluir  hiads  and  as  much  order  as  possible  at  such 

«  time.  .      ,  ^         J      11    t 

Th.  y  la  Id  back  .iK.u^ih  men  to  clear  the  dufj-outs  and  collect 

prison,  rs-  flu    best  kind  of  souv.nirs. 

Two  hun.lr.d  of  tluni  were  captured  in  the  du<!-outs  and 
bn.uirht  up  ;.n.l  sent  back  over  th.  place  that  had  been  No 
Man's  I^md  aiul  now,  f.)r  a  time,  was  ours. 

At  Last  -.'(Ml  came  back,  but  tlure  were  many  more  who 
luver  j,'..t  back.  th.»uf,di  they  started  on  the  journey  under 
arnu.l  t,'uaril. 


Th.    .n.nus    aililKn'   was    inert asinj:   the    density    of   the 
harrair.-  upon  .....    old  in-nl-liuv    treralKS  ixvA   th.-  ^ound  in 

front  of  them.  r    •   „ 

lie  me.dc  a  wall  of  hi-h  exi>losives  through  which  no  livinp 
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I'liivj  r«niM  pa^s.  Thr  rsrorts  and  thrir  prisoners  tritd  to 
I  .iv>     .111(1   fail'ii. 

Af  fli-  tiinr  tin  I.oinluii  nun  liyhtMij;  1.  rwanl  did  not  think  of 
i!i:.l  l)arrasj«  fxhind  tlif-rn.  They  w(  n>  eaijcr  to  tret  on,  to  Im- 
,|iiick  ovtT  the  lirst  |>art  of  their  htisinc^s  Ixforc  takinjj  hn  ath 
1  If  the  ri'Xt. 

An  '  tht  y  i»ot  on  with  astonndin^  sp(i«l.     In  h-ss  than  the 

I  iiif  it  has  taken  me  to  wiife  tliis  narrntive  \o  Man's  Lund 

ii.id  h<  <  n  rrosscd,  the  tn  nches  had  been  taken,  the  [)risoners 

.illected  an<J  sent  bark  on  their  way,  and  (i<Tman  ^-trontfhi.Ids 

,.:id  redoubts  Ik  hind  the  first  system  of  trenchuork  hud  l»(n 

17' -d  by  London  re«fimerits. 

It  \\f)nld  have  taken  ther»i  lo(i<»erti.  walk  from  ('harin;^  Cross 
t.i  St.  Paul's  Chiirehynril  with  no  Germans  m  the  wav.  It 
\..is  the  (juickest  bit  of  work  that  has  b<'en  <lone  by  any  freemen 
Mltheeity. 

ihe  Hiihinen  h;(d  swarm<  ('  into  a  strontj  jxiint  uu  the  left, 
l.:i'>ekin<j  <»ut  tht  machin<  -f^uns.  anfl  on  th-"  right  the  Lctndon 
Scots  were  holdiuj;  a  stron<j  redoubt  in  a  very  ugly  corner  of 
LTiiund.  KvtTvthiiiK  lia<i  been  won  that  liondon  had  Ix-en 
;•,^ked  to  win. 

Ilefore  some  hours  had  passed  these  I^nidon  soldiers  knew 
that  they  were  in  a  death-trap  and  cut  off  from  escap<-. 

Owinn  to  t'n-  },Tiat  strength  of  the  enemy  to  the  right  and 

I  ft  of  the  position,  where  they  had  concentrated  masses  of  guns 

ill!  where  the  ground  was  more  difticult  to  carry,  the  troops 

nil   eirher  siil"-  of  the  Londoners,   in   spite  of  heroic  courage 

md  complete  self-sacriliee,  had  advanced  so  far. 

The  London  men  haci  therefore  thrust  forward  a  salient  into 
th(  (Jenuan  lines,  and  wen-  enclosed  by  the  enemy. 

Hehitid  them,  on  Ihe  way  to  their  own  lines,  the  enemy's 
barrage  was  steadily  Ix-coming  more  violent.  Having  stopfn-d 
the  other  attacks  to  the  north  and  south,  he  was  now  able  to 
>  iineenfrate  the  fire  of  his  guns  uixjn  the  ground  in  the  London 
area,  and  by  the  early  afternoon  he  had  snuisherl  our  trenches 
iid  conmnmication-trenches,  while  still  Hinging  out  a  Hue  of 
iiigh  explosives  to  prevent  supports  coming  up  to  the  men  who 
wt  re  in  the  captured  salient. 

They  wers-  cut  tsff,  and  had  no  other  means  fif  reTJ!"  bu* 
their  own  courage. 

Desptratc  efforts  were  matle  by  their  comrades  behind  to 
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vn.l  ni.  -"pnli.s  «.t  HiMM,uniti..M  u.ul  otlwr  in.ans  uf  *U W. 
Thr  ranviM,'  parti.s  att.nipt.a  a-a.n  a.ul  utruu.  to  cross  No 
Mans  Lan<i.  but  sulf.  rid  li.  avy  cuMialtus. 

,.„  „„',h,s-  jonnuy,  but  only  Ihn-  c.nu-  Imc-k.  S.m«U-  m.n 
u.  nt  ....  Nv.th  =i  f.  w  ,'r.na.Us,  <l.t.nn.n..J  o  rurry  sun  .  kuul 
of  su,,,...rt  to  thr  ......  i..  imnt,  but  f.  11  .lead  or  wo..,uaa  b.  Inn- 

til.  V  i-.;'cli<(l  th.  ir  ^'i.ai.  .      ,i    ;. 

()„  ti.r  nul.l   tin-  I <l.m  Sc-oltish  «crc  b..l(b...'  .m,     ..  thnr 

rnlu..l.t,    buil.lmt,'    barrica.lrs    »...l    b.ati..t:    off    th.-    (.nn.a,. 
|„,„,lH.rs.      Hut  :ts  tlu-  bo..rs  pass.d  a......M...t.o..  b.-ca.n.-  scurir. 

Or,„,,.li..s  of  bon.bs  u.-n-  al...ost  .xl.u,.st..l    h.n-  a.H    tlu-r. 

(;<-n..a..    b<.,..bs,    a.,.l    f..r    son.r    ti.,.c-    th.-s.-    M-rv.< I     bnl    not 
,'.."!,.h  C-0..1.1  In   lou..d  to  .uui..tui..  c-ff.ct.v.-  hr..      ll.c-  |H.s.t.on 

i;;.t  th.  n.n.  di.l  not  lose  heart.  1..  thos.-  bad  honrs  th.  re 
^v.  .V  n.a..v  .n.-n  vnLo  sh..w.-<l  «r.-at  .,ual.t.c-s  .>  c-o,.raj,'.-  a.  d 
w.r.-  una't  captai..s  what.vc-r  th.-.r  .-a.,k.  On.-  ..ll.o  r-to 
,„,„ti.,n  „„ly  o.a-     was  spU-..did  whc..  thi...s  w.  n-  worst. 

lie-    ha.l    lak...    f..n..na..d   of  a   co,..pa..y    wh...    h.s    scn.o 
oilier  was  kilh.l  in  th.-  lirst  assa..lt,  a..d  k.  pt  h.s  ......  .n  k.«k1 

luart  so  thai  th.y  c-....ld  or^an./.c-  a  dcfonc-  a.tra.i.st  th.-  t-nc-.nv  s 

f.nnit.  r-allafks.  ,   ^,r/.,._-,.i 

Thcv  w.rc-  s..r.-.mndc-d  by  Gcnna..  f;r.-..ad.. rs  and  s,.ff.rcd 

luavilv   fr.....    art.ll.-.y,    ..vichi.u-u'U..,  and    sn.p...|,|    lir.-.       Ihc 

,  n.     r    ..f    the-    wo..nd.d    i..cr.ascd    st.a.lily.     The    b.....b.ng 

t     k..,.,  in«  the  enen.y  baek  (In...  all  th.  ir  b.,n,bs.  a..d    he.. 

ad   ..nptv    l.a...ls  an.l   w.n-   h.lph  ss.     N.»t   ..m,.y   ro,..Kls  o 

;;;;,...,,'t,;,  ....-  l.  ft  for  the  riil.-.nen.     Aft.  r  that    ^.-re  ^vo,.ld 

,,,  „„  ,,,,v„,,.      Hut  the  oilier  w.,..ld  ..ot  J,MV.-  way  to  hopcle  s- 

„..s.     He  .alli.-d  six  ..r  sc-ve..  ^ood  n.e..  abo.jt  h.n.  a..d  ordered 

U.e  ..th.  rs  to  r.  tr.al  with  the  wo..n<l.d  a...l  take  the.r  chance 

across  N..  Ma..s  l.a..d  while  he  pnt  ..p  a  last  h^'ht. 

W.tl.  his  s...all  ba..d  he  held  the  barr.cade  n..t.l  the  other, 
had  ^mu.  away,  a..d  held  <>..  still  v.ntil  all  b,.t  two  of  h.s  men 

'''lie  w!Is1  h,-  last  t.>  have,  a..d  by  a  miracle  of  Inck  ca n.e  baek 
to  h.s  ou..  li...  s  un.uuuded,  except  f..r  a  f.^v  scars  ami  ^c-mte  u^ 
Th.-  onraj:.  ..f  the  n.an  and  his  tine  sp.r.t  save.l  the  s.t..at..>n 
at  the  most  critical  time,  and  saved  also  many  gcM>d  l.ves. 
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Tin  re  wm-  rimiiy  im  ri  of  (inc  valour  thtrr.  M<  n  of  Lnmlon, 
nut  brtd  for  war,  and  likitiu  lifr  as  oiu-  v«s  it  \vh<  n  tluri'  an- 
i.nltv  facis  iji  K«  tisini,'toii  Clank  lis,  ami  when  tlun  \  siiiilitrht 
,,!!  Jiu  windows  in  th«-  Stnind.  and  wh«n  tin-  dome  of  St.  Paul's 
r:s'  s  like  a  white  cloiul  above  the  buses  in  Lud^ate  Hill. 


One  of  thein  was  a  lanc.-corporal  who  was  wounded  in  tw(» 
|.l;ie(s.  so  badly  that  his  ri},'lit  arm  bune  useless  by  his  side. 
I '.it  he  wdidd  not  jjive  in. 

•'  If  I  ean't  use  a  weaiM.u,'  he  said,  "  I  can  j:ive  a  lead  to 
my  ehunis."  And  he  yave  Wum  a  had.  takiiit,'  charKe  of  a 
/roup  of  men  holilintr  the  h  ft  Hank  of  a  position,  oruani/.in}; 
I  1m  in  into  bombing,'  partits.  and  <iinrtin<,'  them  to  buiUI 
I  :irricad<s.  He  ht  Id  on  to  his  post  iintil  the  (nrnian  attaek 
liicjin.e  too  strong,  and  he  was  the  last  to  leave. 

A  boy  in  th<-  London  Scottish  -I  play< d  at  ball  with  him 
iMiee  in  an  ohl  f,mrden  win  n  there  was  laughter  in  the  world 
rsr,ip(  d  ddith  by  a  kind  of  miracle. 

The  tniich  h»'  was  in,  with  forty  men,  was  Ix  im,'  shtlletl  t(» 
hits,  and  rather  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Ciermans  he 
<l  eidt  (I  to  attemjit  escape.  With  one  of  his  sergeants  he  made 
I  i>  way  towanls  our  lines,  but  had  only  gone  a  short  distance 
will  n  the  s<Tgeaut  was  shot  dead. 

\  bullet  came  a  njoment  later  and  struck  my  friend.  It 
was  deflected  from  his  brandy-llask  and  went  through  his 
thigh,  knocking  him  h<  ad  over  heels  into  a  shell-hole.  Here 
h.  lay  for  some  hours  until  it  was  dark,  when  he  succeeded  in 
trawling  back  to  his  lines. 

He  was  the  only  one  saved  of  his  forty  comrades, 

(Jraduallv  the  men  withdrew,  straggling  back  across  No 
Mans  Lanil,  which  was  still  under  great  shell-fire,  so  that  the 
vvav  of  escape  was  full  of  peril. 

it  was  the  turn  of  the  stntcher-bearers,  and  they  worked 
with  great  courage.     And  here  one  must  pay  a  tribute  to  the 

(  iiemv. 

"  We  had  white  men  against  us,"  said  one  of  the  oflicers. 
■  and  they  let  »is  get  in  our  wounded  without  hindrance  as 
-oon  as  the  fight  was  over." 

It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  they  acted  with  humanity,  ai\d  one 
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wishes  1..  (;<kI   tli;il    IIkv   «<>ii1(1   not    use  such  foul  uuans  of 
(K>fru<li<.ii  as  lliosr  n-wly  iuv.iitcd  liy  cli.nusts  witli  <li\  ih>.h 

crurltv. 

The  soldiers  arc  IxH.  r  tlian  lluir  scitulist .,  and  in  tins  cas. 
at  1.  ;ist  lh(  V  r.iiiriiihtnii  llu-  spirit  of  chivalry  winch  tli'v 
lia\c  not  ofl'  !i  r<iu<  'uh.  r.  d  in  ail  thr  fonlncss  of  this  Wi>r. 

II  \va.  <lil1'!Ciill  <r.oii.;li  to  L't  t  in  111''  wniindrd.  Many  of 
lli.in  (-(tKld  no!  ill-  f.-nnd  «.r  I)r(.n'_'lit  l).<ck  and  stnyrd  on  the 
iK-id  of  i)attl.'  suff.ru. ji  urcat  anLTuish  for  d;ivs  and  nights. 
One  man  wl...  v.:.s  wounded  early  in  liie  l-at lie  of  July  I  crawled 
..wr  !,.  ihree  ..ti;  r  v.ouii.l.d  men  ;!nd  slayxl  witli  them  until 
the  iii;;Iit  .if  .I'ii\   (>. 

During  tliit  tmi<'  li.  tend((l  his  eomri'.i.s.  who  were  wors<- 
tlwm  he  "was.  a!:.l  w,  i.l  al.oul  anions'  dead  ni.  n  ^'alherint,'  fo«Kl 
and  \\a!«  r  from  tli.  ir  haversacks  and  hollies. 

Hut  for  him  his  friends  would  have  die,!.  On  the  niu'ilt  of 
tin-  tith  h.  si.eeeded  in  uettinu  hack  to  our  lints  aero-  that 
.iwfu!  st.'.  tcii  oi'  \..  Man's  Land.  an<l  then  insisted  upon  ;,'oini,' 
hack  as  Ih.  un,id'  of  Ih.  str- tclier-1),  art  rs  wiio  hroniilit  in  the 
nth.  rs. 
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THE  MEN  \MIO  FOUGHT  AT  FRICOURT 


Jl  I,Y    0 

TiiFRF.  is  som«thin-r  strangdy  iiiliMmiiii  in  tlu-  aspoct  of  a 
i,:U:l.    wi.tchcd  from  flu-  cilye  <'f  it^  fnruacc  lircs,  or  .  vcn  a.s  I 

:,  ..(I  watchiiii:  it  within  the  crt'sc«-iit  of  our  fjuns.  Haltalions 
X,.  forward  like  ants  across  the  field,  and  one  cannot  see  th- 

lu'lil    in    mens   ey<s    nor  distin<,niish    between   one    man   and 

Ip  this  war  and  in  this  latest  battle  I  have  seen  th<-  quality 
,  I  inanhocxl  nplifted  to  wonderful  heights  of  conraije  beyond 
!l,  r.uK'e  of  normal  laws:  and  th.M-  soldi  rs  of  ours,  these 
i„u  and  simpl*'  "»«'".  ««^  forward  to  the  highest  terrors  with 
oi,  h  singiny  hearts  that  one  can  hardly  keep  a  little  moistnre 
ti..m  one's  eves  when  thev  ffo  passinj,'  on  the  roads. 

Th.  V  pieked  wild   tlowers  and  pttt  them  in  their  b.  Its  and 

(  ...s    Ttil  poppies  and  blue  eornllowers— an<l  wiien  the  word 

,Mn.-   lo  march  a-ain  they   went  forward  towards   the   ln>nt 

vilh  a  fine  swinpiny  pa<*t'  Mn\  smiling  faces  under  the  sweat 

Mid  (lust.     Yet  thev  know  what  battle  means. 

1  went  to-dav  ajrain  among  the  men  who  foiipht  at  Fncourt. 
Some  of  them" had  con»e  back  Ixhind  th.  lines,  and  outside 
;h.  ir  i)niets  tile  divisional  band  was  playing  but  not  to  much  of 
u.  audience,  for  of  those  who  fought  at  Fricoiirt  in  the  first 
assault  there  are  n<.t  larce  numb,  rs  left.  Th.-  olhcers  who  came 
n.nutl  thr  villa-'.'  with  mc  had  a  Ion.  ly  lo<ik.  After  battl.-, 
,u.  h  a  battle  as  this,  it  is  difficult  t'  keep  th.-  sadiu-ss  out  ..f 
,,:,.•;  eves.  So  manv  «o.m1  f.-llows  have  «one.  .  .  .  Hnt  tliey 
v..  re  proud  of  their"  nun.  They  found  a  joy  in  that.  The 
iiKU  had  done  gloriously.  They  hiwl  w.>n  th.ir  gnmnd  ami 
l.<  l.l  it  thruugli  frightful  tire.     "  The  mc-n  were  t.)pping." 
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Tfii  ic  ^^^■lr  a  lot  of  Yorksliiiv  men  uniont,'  tlicni  who  fonght 
at  FriciMirt  and  it  was  those  I  saw  to-day.  They  wen-  the 
heroes,  witli  other  North-country  hids.  of  one-  of  the  most 
spl<  ncHd  afhievenicnt-.  of  IJritish  arms  ever  written  down  in 
history. 

Sonic  of  them  were  still  shak(  n.  When  they  spoke  to  nie 
their  words  faltered  now  and  then,  aral  a  (pieer  look  came  into 
their  tyes.  Hut,  on  the  whole,  they  were  astounditi^ly  calm, 
and  had  not  lost  their  sense  of  hiunoiir.  Of  the  first  advance 
over  No  Man's  Land,  which  was  150  yartls  across  U)  the  <  iiemy's 
front-line  (nnch,  some  f)f  these  nun  could  n  nu  ndx  r  nolhinfj. 
It  was  jiisl  a  dreadful  hlank. 

'"I  was  just  mad  at  the  time,"'  saiel  one  of  the  ni.  "The 
lir  I  rliintj  1  know  is  that  I  founel  myself  scranihlinp  eiver  the- 
German  parapets  with  a  homh  in  my  hunel.  The*  deael  were 
lyinj;  jill  re)und  lue ."" 

IJut  a  sergeant  there  reinem')crcd  all.  He  kept  his  wits 
ahout  him.  strangely  clear  at  sJ.ch  a  time.  He  saw  that  his 
men  were  heinj,'  swept  with  machine-gun  fire,  so  that  they  all 
lay  tle>wn  te)  escape  its  de  .'idly  scythe.  Hul  he-  saw  alse)  that  the 
hidlets  w;  re  just  washing  the  grounel  se»  that  the-  pre)strate  me-n 
Wt  re  In  iiig  struck  in  grent  nunihers. 

He  sfe>e)d  Up  straight  and  calle el  upon  the  olh'-rs  to  stanel, 
thinking  it  wt^ulel  be  better  te)  be  hit  in  \\\c  ft  et  than  in  tlu- 
heael.  Then  h<  walkeel  em  anel  came-  wifhenit  .-i  scratch  to  the- 
(lerinan  freint  line-. 


He-re-  anel  in  the  lines  hehinel  there  was  a  wreckage  e>f  earth 
from  emr  1  e)niliardni<  nt.  bill  several  of  the  dug-outs  hael  Ix'cn 
untoncheel  and  in  them  during  enir  gun-fire  nu-n  we-re  sitting 
:\0  fe-et  eltiwn,  with  machine-guns  ready,  and  |e)ng  perisceipes, 
thre)Ugh  which  they  coiJel  see-  enir  lines  anel  the  first  wave  e)f 
aehancing  nun.  Hefe)re  the-  wemi  re-ach(  d  tluni,  those  Cierman 
uiae-hijK -guniurs  liael  rushe-d  upstairs  anel  behind  the  cover 
e)f  their  wne-keel  tn  nche  s  (ireel  bursts  of  bullets  at  our  nu-n. 

l.ueh  gun-team  hael  with  them  a  rilknian  wlu)  was  a  crack 
sheit,  anel  who  e)b(yeil  his  army  orelers  te)  pick  e)ff  English 
ollicers.  Se»  tiny  sniped  our  ye)ung  lie  uUiiants  with  cewl  and 
cni'.l  el<  libe  ratie)n.  Two  eif  tlum  wlu)  wire  elnsseel  as  privates 
escapeel  for  this  rease)n.     Many  eif  the  others  fell. 
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••  With  so  many  otliccrs  yoni',"'  said  onr  of  the  Vitrkshirt- 
|;,(ls.  "  it  was  rvcn'  inafi  for  himself,  and  wr  carried  on  as 
Iks  I    wo  con  Id." 

Tluy  carried  f>!i  as  far  as  the  second  and  third  lines,  in  a 
(i(s|)erate  fi^^'ht  with  German  soldiers  who  apfxand  out  t>f  th«- 
tiitiihled  earth  and  llnni;  bombs  with  a  >nim  refusal  of  surrender. 

'•  Well,  if  you're  asking  for  it,"  said  one  of  our  nun  ami  lie 
liuiKcl  himsi  If  upon  a  great  (Jernian  and  ran  his  bayonet 
through  the  man's  bo<ly. 

It  was  bloody  work  for  lM)ys  wlu»  arc  not  butchers  by  instinct. 
Passion  caught  hold  of  them  and  tluy  .saw  red. 

'■  I  don't  know  how  it  was,"  .said  one  of  'hem.  with  a  queer 
ilmiightfulness  in  his  ey«s  as  he  grojx-d  bad.  to  this  moment 
nl  fierce  (xcitenient.  "  H(  fore  I  went  ovtr  I  had  no  ras.'-  in 
i:i'  .  I  didn't  want  this  hand-to-hand  business.  Hut  sudd-  nly 
I  loiind  myself  lighting  like  a  <iemon.  It  was  my  life  en  th<  irs. 
and  I  was  out  to  kill  lirst." 

Tlu  re  was  not  much  killing  at  that  spot.  When  oiost  of  ..m 
Hi-  n  were  within  Uu  yanis  m.-my  of  tli.  (t(  rman--  who  nad  been 
lliiiging  bombs  lifttd  up  their  haixls  iind  cried  "  M(  rcy  !  "'  to 
those  whom  they  had  tri(  <i  to  blow  to  bits. 

It  was  rather  late  to  ask  for  mercy,  but  it  was  given  to  tht  in. 
Thi  re  was  a  search  into  tin  dug  (uts  dc.  you  uiHltrsiand  tli.it 
.ill  this  was  tuider  gnat  shell-li.e?  and  many  Germans  w.r. 
tniind  in  hiding  then-. 

■  I  surreiidi  r."  s.ud  a  d  rman  ollicc  r.  [iutting  his  li.  )*d  out 
•  '1  a  hi>le  in  the  earth.    '  and  I  have  a  woun<ied  man  with  m<  ." 

All  right,"  said  a  Yorkshin-  sergeant  ;  "  fetch  him  up.  ami 
:i"  monkey  tricks." 

Hut  out  of  the  hole  came  not  one  nian,  but  forty,  in  a  long 
:;1.  that  .seemed  never  to  end,  all  of  whom  said  "  Kam«rjMl  !  " 
!.i  the  sergeant,  who  aiis\\«  n  !.  "  (ioml  day  to  you  ! — an«l  how 
;n:itiy  more  '.'  " 

'I'liiy  wen-  a  nuisance  to  him  then.  He  wanted  to  get  <>n 
;.mi  this  was  waste  of  time.  Hut  he  sent  back  V2  prisoin  r> 
'.vifh  three  lightly  '.vounded  h  Hows  (>f  his  company  -  he  could 
!iot  span-  more-  and  'hen  .-idvanct-ii  with  Ins  men  beyond  tl.e 
derm-in  third  line. 

Hunches   of  men    wtn-    straggling    forward   over   the   shell- 
In.k.n  gn>und  towards    the    (Mrman  line  a*  Crucifix  Trench, 
the  left  of  Kricourt. 


vj.\:      tj.\,-i^-li:.S 
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Tlh  y  I;t!.  \v  thiit  tliis  tniicli  was  imjiortant,  that  their  liv^ 
\vi  n-  \\(  11  j,MVi  II  if  lluy  rould  capture  it.  And  thcsf  Yorksliin 
!  <,ys  from  tli<  liilK  ai  <!  «lal(S  thoiiL'lit  nf.thiii;,'  <»f  their  hv(s  m. 
thai  lii(  y  coiihl  tak(   if. 

8 

Tliey  uiishinu'  th.ir  Ixmihs.  looked  [n  the  riu'ht  and  hft. 
win-re  (ieriiiaii  Ik  avi<  s  were  lailin}.',  cnrstd  the  chatter  of 
niachine-<f>i:  s  frnrii  Tricoiirt  villa^'<  ,  and  said  ■"  C'on\e  on, 
lads!"  to  ihe  iiK  It  ahoiit  them.  Not  oiw  man  faltered  or 
1 11! lied  Lack,  or  liii^jered  with  the  douht  that  he  had  i,'f>iie 
I'av  <  iioiiyh. 

'lluy  slnmhled  forward  over  the  sIk  11-crat.  rs,  over  d«a<l 
hotlies.  ov(  r  ii-descrihahle  thiiij!-.  Cnici(i\  Tprich  was  reaeln  d. 
If  was  full  of  (ierniaiis.  who  ut  n  hurling  Loinhs  from  it.  f'oiii 
fhat  fr<  iich  and  the  siii.k<  ii  road  near  !>\-. 

The  N'orkshire  hoys  went  throuirh  a  barrage  of  hoiuhs. 
Inirletl  their  own,  v.(»rri<d  fhroiiirh  the  hntkeii  parafM  ts  and 
ov(  r  masMs  of  tumhlcd  .arth.  and  fouirht  sin«,'l»'  tijihfs  with 
hij,'  CJi  rmans,  like  t-  rri(  r  doj^s  hunting'  rats  and  worrying'  them. 
Parties  lionitxd  tlwir  way  down  tin-  stmkf  n  road. 

'I'hose  who  1(11.  struck  hy  (Jerman  iMtnihs.  shouteil  "lie!  on 
lo  ■»  ni.  lads.'  tu  others  who  cam«  up.  In  hits  of  earthwork 
tierman  In  ads  ItMiked  np.  white  (ierman  fac<  s.  bearded,  and 
c(»\( nd  With  clay  like  dead  men  risen. 

They  put  up  trend)lin!,'  hands  and  cried  (h.  ir  wonl  of  com - 
radtship  lo  those  enemy   boys. 

•  Well,  thafs  all  rijiht,"  said  a  Yorkshire  captain.  ■  \Vt"\e 
t'o!  the  Cr  leitix.  And  meanwhile  our  i,'nns  are  jrivinij  ns  th( 
devil." 


Our  ;,'unners  did  not  know  that  Cnieitix  Trench  was  taken. 
Some  of  onr  shells  wen  flroppinij  very  close. 

'•  Its  time  for  a  red  liirht,"  said  the  Yorkshire  captain.  He 
had  a  bullet  in  his  ribs,  a?id  was  suffering  terribly,  but  he  still 
commaruhd   his  nun. 

.\  rt(l  nuket  went  uj).  hiuh  thro\i>:h  the  snu)ke  over  ail  this 
corner  of  the  batthfuM.  Somewhere  it  was  s«  (  i»  by  watchful 
eyes,  in  sonu'  O.l*.  or  by  some  living'  fellow.  Our  uiuis  hftcd. 
The  shells  wiut  forward,  crashing'  mto  Shelter  Wood  Ixyond. 
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■  (luod  (jI(1  friiiuHis  !  "■  s:ii(l  n  scr^iaiit.  "  IJy  Gotl,  they're 
pl;i\  iii-^  till-  yaiiu   to-(luy  I  " 

l?iit  oLlier  tmii  luu!  seen  the  r<  <1  rocket  alxive  Crueifix 
!"r.  iieli.  It  slotMl  i.i  th<-  >>ky  hki'  a  red  cyi-  l(x»kii»'^  (h)v\i»  upon 
'li.  l):iHl<  (iei.l.  Thi-  (ii  riiiiiii  ;,'Uiiiurs  kiitw  tfiat  iijc  British 
V.I  IT  ill  (  riieilix  Tn  neh.  They  lowered  thtir  ^iins  a  point  or 
,  iso.  >li(irteiiiii^'  tlu  ir  raiiL'*-,  and  (icnnan  shtli>  eainr  mniipinj; 
In   tarth,  on  lither  side,  registerini,'  the  -^'round. 

■  Anti  where  do  we  tro  next,  captain  .''  "  asked  a  Y«>rkshire 
1  n\ .     It  SI  i-nud  hi;  iVIl  nstless  where  hi   w.i.s. 

The  eaptain  Ihouijht  Shiltrr  Woixl  nui:!it  l)e  a  j.'t>od  place 
t.i  sir.  Hi-  ehosi-  tin  nit  ii  to  see  il  with  liini.  and  they  wire 
MTV   williti},'. 

With  the  hiillif  in  his  ribs — it  h<irt  him  hnrrihly  hi  eiitnhcd 
■  it  of  Criieihx  Trench,  and  erawK-d  forward  with  ius  tin 
.in  to  the  woihI   hiyond. 

It  was  full  «)f  Girnians.     At  the  sonth-w«  st  corner  of  it  was 

n  (l(i\d)t,  witli  njaehiiu-i^uns  and  a  tionib-store.  The  German 
.'uinlnrs  wire  already  llinj,Mny  their  grenades  across  to  the 
iriieilix. 

The  wounded  eaptain  said  that  ten  men  w<-re  not  enough  to 
i  ikf  Sfit  U<  r  Wood-  it  would  lurd  a  thousand  mm.  ixrhaps, 
-i>  he  crawkd  hack  with  the  others. 

Tht  y  stayed  all  ni^ht  in  t'rueitix  Trench,  and  it  was  u  dread- 
;  ;i  niirlit.  At  tin  o'clock  the  enemy  opi  iii-d  an  intirise  hom- 
iiHidment  of  heavies  and  shrapnel,  and  maintained  it  at   full 

iti'h  until  two  oeluck  next  njorninj,'. 

There   were  1)00  mm   up  there  and   in  the  lu  i^hbourluMKl. 
Wlim  mornini,'  eunu-  tin  re  were  not  so  many,  but  the  others 
re  eaj^er  to  iji  t  out  ami  j,'et  on. 

rill  Yorkshire  spirit  was  unbtaien.  The  grit  if  the  North 
1  ifuiitrv  was  still  tli<  re  in  tiic  morninj,'  after  the  first  assault. 


•I 


5 

(^iieer  adventures  overtook  men  who  played  a  lone  hand  in 
'lis  darkness  and  confusion  of  battle.     One  man  i  met  to-day 
true    Yorksiiire.    with   steel   in  his  eyes  and  a   burr  in   his 
■>[H(ch;   it   was  strani?e  to  hear  the  Saxon  words   he   used- 
rushed  with  some  uf  his  friends  into  IJirch  Tree  Wixxl,  which 
nas  not  captured  until  two  days  later. 
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Till  r<    were  manv  (Jcrniaiis  th<Tc,  but  not  \isil)lc.     Siuldctilv 


(i    l> 


If 


lit-  ^orksliiii'  liid  roniid  l>i!!>s«  11  <\\i\U-  iiloric.  his  coinnMU^ 
liavitii;  (sraprd  IVdhi  a  death-trap,  for  the  w(uh|  was  h(  in;; 
sh''ll<<l  as  I  saw  inyvrif  Hiat  day-  with  an  iiitf use  fire  from 
oiir  {^iiiis. 

The  I'linly  l)(»y,  \sho  was  a  macliiiii-jiMiiiK  r  willu>»it  l)is  f,"!ii. 
thon^flit  tiial  1  tuna's  w(  n-  "  pn  tty  tfiick,"'  as.  iiuicrd.  th'V 
Win.  htit  hr  dtcid-d  that  the  risks  of  diath  were  !( ss  if  he 
stayed  still  than  if  lie  inttved. 

I'nst  ntly.  as  he  {Tdiiclied  low,  he  saw  a  Ci  rnian  coiiiiiip. 
lie  was  crawliii;'  aloii;,'  on  his  liands  ami  kiieis.  aril  hlocwl  was 
iHt/AUii  frotn  him.  .\s  he  crawled,  a  yomii,'  \(>rksliire  soldier. 
al>o  badly  wounded,  passed  him  at  a  little  distance  in  the 
wo«)d. 

The  Onnaii  stared  af  hin).  Then  he  rai-i  d  himself.  thoii-»li 
still  oil  his  knie-.  and  iired  at  the  boy  with  his  revojvi  r,  so 
I  hat  he  f<  II  d.  ad.  The  GiTinaii  went  on  his  hands  a-^airi  to  i;o 
on  with  his  erawliii!.',  bnt  another  shot  ri|>p(  (I  through  the  tn'i'N, 
and  he  crawled  no  mere. 

If  was  iired  by  tin  man  who  had  b<  en  lift  ;iloiie  -the  yoiiiii,' 
in.in  I  saw  to-diy.  "I  Killed  fh'-  brute."'  he  said,  "and  I'm 
l^l.id   of  it." 

Oiir  shells  W(  re  burst  inij  \(  ry  fiercely  o\  i  r  I  he  wood,  slashinj^ 
off  branches  and  |.|nui,'liint;  up  tlv  earth.  Tli-'  lomly  boy 
searched  about  for  a  diiii,'-ont  and  found  one.  When  he  went 
down  into  ii  h>  saw  lime  dead  (Jcrnuvns  tin  re,  an<l  he  sat  with 
I  hem  for  more  than  i  ij/ht  hours  while  our  lionil  anlnn  nt  lasted. 
Th.  re  vvis  anotlur  lad  1  nut  who  was  also  a  machine-^'unner, 
and  aloia  in  th--  battle  /one.  He  was  alone  when  fourteen  of 
his  romnuU'S  had  bein  kno«ke<{  out.  Hut  sin<,'le-handed  he 
carried  ainl  s(rv((l  his  tjnn,  from  one  place  to  anolhtr,  all 
thr.>ui,'h  the  day,  and  part  (»f  next  <tay,  snipini,'  odd  parties  of 
(«<  rmnMs  with  l)ursts  of  bullets. 

.Vnothcr  sturdy  fellow  i  met  came  face  t(»  face  witli  a  (Icrinan. 
who  calli 'i  out  to  him  in  p' rfect  English: 

"  Don't  shoot.  1  WHS  bronuht  u\)  in  Kntjlanil  aial  playt^l 
l'(Kiter  for  Bradford  City.  .  .  .  By  Jove  !  I  kn<»w  your  face, 
old  man.     Wen  nt  you  at  the  Victoria  Hotel.  Shiilicld  ".''  " 

It  was  a  i|ue'  r  me,  tin^'  on  a  battlel'icld.  One  of  the  {.rrinimcsi 
•  hin^s  I  have  heard  was  toKl  me  by  anofl'cr  Yorkshire  boy. 
.\    (icnuan    surn  ndend.    and     then    sudd-,  nly.     as    this    lad 
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Pl-roarlufl  U,  make  him  prisoner,  pulltd  tlu-  dotonalor  of  a 
i,..iiil)  and  raistd  it  to  throw, 

•  I  put  n»y  bavotut  rij,'ht  dose  to  him  so  sua.lciily  that  hv 
.  ;,s  tirrifiul,"  and"  for;,'ot  to  IliiiK  his  bomb.  The  n  a  'pirtr  kind 
,  !  look  can.r  into  his  eves.  He  reinembi nd  that  th.  bloonun« 
I .  iiib  was  ;,'()ini;  off.  It  went  off,  and  blew  hun  to  bits." 
That  is  war.  .Xnd  the  nun  who  have  told  me  th.se  things 
n  VOMITS  men  who  do  not  like  the  thintrs  tluy  have  seen. 
I'ut.'beeause  it  is  war.  they  Ro  thron^'h  tr>  the  last  j,'oal  with  :i 
i-iiirajre  that  tloes  not  (piail. 

Ih.-  nun  of  this  division  next  day  took  Shelter  \\o«m1  and 
i  iKourt,  and  captured  many  prisoners. 


I 


I;, 


Mil 

now  THE  FIUSSIAXS  VVAA.  AT 
COXTALMAISOX 


1 

.\i  II  li  til'    Ir.t   lu'ir  (lays  ol  halUc  tliiiv  Wiis  ■  i.m.  !  I.ii,^-  lil<,.  a 
lull  <>t   h\c  ii(y-|.,iir  liuiirN     ;i  lull  lillol  witli  t!i.-  ^rr, ;,»   m.isr  of 
i,MMiN     \vl:i<  h  wi,>  broken  l»y  Ir,  sli  ;iss.i!,|ts  i.Ki.lr  l.\   .,iir  triMip--. 
Ill  »li«    (iif.  (li..-,  of  Mamit/  Wo.ui  ;mi<I  (.■niitulinaixiii,      Vov  twil' 
«la\,s    Ui<v.      oti    Thiirvday   and    Kriday      tli.  if    lia->   In  .'ii    sc-vi  r.\ 
li'.'liliiiu'  in  <li;il    Irnifnry.  and  altli<iti.,'li   u  •  I..,!   ('Miitaliii;iiM)ii\ 
la.t  iiii;lit  aft<  r  takin;:  it  in  the  nir.iiiiUi.'.  il  ;-..  I  ;(in  -iin  ,  only  a 
l«  iiiporarv  sd-hack.  lor  our  position  is  sfroni,'  in  its  m  iu'hhonr- 
liood.  ;,iid  j:n-;it.  loss  has  hen  inlliftcd  upon  lli»    ,  i„  mv.     Tin 
liatfir  of  Conlalniaisoii.  not  vrt  finislud.  will  he  a  distinct  and 
inipoitaiit  (  pisodc  in  I  lie  history  of  this  (  anipaitrn. 

I  was  ahlr  to  Mr  sonu  Ihiiii;  of  tli.  hatll>  all  tin-  I'urcr 
pi.tinv  oi  our  slu  ll-lirc  hut,  at  SIk  liiiic,  with  no  acrnratc  idc  a 
of  what  was  naily  hapo.  nini,'  he  yond  our  uuiis.  and  with  that 
sriisr  of  confusion  and  nivsttry  which  ;dl  soldi,  r>  have  wlnu 
tii'V  an  on  the  b  .tti.li.ld.  kiiowinLr  wry  litt!(  of  what  is  i^'oiny 
on  to  llir  I.  ri  or  rn^'lit  ..f  tin m.  not  knowini.'  what  is  happcninu 
to  Ih.  !Ms.|v«s.  or  why  lh(\  stand  when-  thry  do.  or  what  order 
«iil  ii«  Nt  come  to  them,  or  whelh.  r  our  m.  n  are  doin'  well  or 
l.adlv. 


It  uas  i:ul>  in  Ihe  morning  that  1  u. -it  out  \h  y„u\  many  of 
.■111'  hatteriis  and  u.ildied  the  Ih.mhardmenl  that  \v;,s  to  pre- 
eecU'  tin-  inliiiiiry  attacks  ujk.ii  th<  .  nriny"s  positions  m  tVont 
t.f  Contahnaisui,  and.  to  the  ri,i.'lit.  on  .Manietz  W.khI.  when- 
sonic    I'f   onr    rn<  .'i    held    the    Mjut.h-w..s|    c.  riKr.     'J'li 
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I'll."'  IxxiicN  of  troops  alMHit  on  hiyli  >(ri)>md  win  n-  uiir  t>l(l 
til  iicIhs  an ,  and  hunt'hid  alioiit  in  j,noii|»s  litvund.  up  u  sio|M- 
li  .111  my  t(»  the  line  from  wliii-h  our  attack  was  to  br  made.  'l"h«v 
..  rut  (I  to  havi'  nothin;;  in  thf  world  to  lin  «  xctpt  han?  ulxnit 
Ml  a  casual  way.  Many  of  thcni  were  lyinji  on  the  j^riis^.  or 
ImiL'  r«iadsi'lcs,  asleep.  Not  all  the  roar  of  th<-  j;uns  made  tlu  tn 
!;,ni  inicasiJy.  Tluy  had  Inen  there  all  ni;,'ht,  waiting:  to  go  tip 
ii:  suppo?'<  and  now,  doy-tintl,  they  were  tiikin<»  th«ir  chance 
.  1  r.st. 

It  was  not  (]uit(  a  .v>fe  spot  for  sleep.  .Mthoiiyh  the  enemy's 
■ji.as  Wire  busy  on  different  placi  s.  then-  was  n<»  kn«)win;.' 
\.  Iiethci  they  niiyht  not  shift  a  point  or  two  this  way  ut  any 
^  "ineiit.     The   roiidway    hatl   already   tempte<l    some  of  th<ir 

IN  earlier  in  the  mornin}?.     Tall  hetch-trees  lure  and  there 

..i  In-en  cut  clean  in  half,  and  a  litter  of  branch(  s  and  ftiliage 

I  '    '.mIow  the  brokfii  stumps.      There  w<re  new  shell  craters 

i;  tlie  field  ovt  r  the  way.  just  where  a  company  of  H.A.M.C.  men 

hn!     sat    down    on    their    stretcher.-^,    wuitint,'    f»»r    work.     Kut 

I'  I  xxly  seenu'd  ti»  worry. 

IfV  captain  of  Pioneers  spoke  to  nu-  and  said.  '"  Any  news  ?  " 

ille  was  a  middle-sized,  keen-l(M)kinfj  man,  witli  a  htunonius 

it^ok   in   his  frrey  eyes,  which  w«Te  shadctl   by  a  steel  hehnet. 

^'haki  covered,     lb'  was  as  nniddy  as  a  scarecrow,  and  shivered 

',  little  aft(  r  his  iiiLrht  in  the  rain. 

"Dashed  if  1  ..nDW  what's  hapjx-ninjf,"  he  said  ;  "one  never 
does.  Chir  fdU*vvs  are  suj)jKi.Md  to  Im-  f^>inp  up,  but  no  orders 
eome  alony.  There's  i«ir  adjutant,  waitint;  for  '<'m."  I  lookitl 
ajToss  the  road  and  saw  the  adjutant.  He  was  lyinf,'  "»  his 
back,  tpiite  straight,  at  fi.U  Ua»ifth,  with  his  head  on  his  pack 
ami  his  waterproof  coat  ovt  r  hmi.     Me  was  pr<»foundly  asleep. 

Tin  Pioneer  captain  pointt^l  toward^  little  masses  of  men 
below  the  erest  of  the  risinjf  irround.  Im  yund  winch  were  hdl- 
lires. 

■■  1  thouirht  they  would  ^o  up  an  h«»ur  ago,  but  they're  still 
waitm<r.  poor  liuls.  1  expt-ct  they'll  ^i  la  it  all  njjlit  in  less  than 
iialt  an  hour." 

He  stared  fouards  Mametz  village.  It  wa.s  luider  a  pall  of 
•Xrei  nish  smoke,  and  not  a  minute  passed  without  a  hvj  (><-rnu\n 
shell  btirNtini.'  o\  er  it  and  raisinji  black  eolunms  <»f  cloud. 

"  Nasty  kunl  of  place.""  sjud  the  Pioneer.  ""  Thought  I 
slu)uld  liavi   to  spend  the  niyht  there.     Glad  I  didnt,  thouirh  I 
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\ii.I  sii.li  ii  niirlit  !  I  11- \T  saw  aiiythiii;:  likr  if.  Kx.'utly 
likr  h.ll.  "iilv  U..IM  ;  M  -ky  full  «.|-  sli.lls.  luul  liu'lits  l)Mrstin}{ 
like   »)la/..  s.     A   r.^Mil.ir    I5r(«'k\  Hrnrlit.  .  .   .   Hallo,  m.iiu-   of 

"rill  arc  K"''i'-  "I'- 

The  iiK  II  \nIim  \v.  f.  in  Mtiall  l.unclus  oft  tli.-  low  trrouml  w.  p- 
i:.ttiii:!  iiitn;.  II.  vv  kind  >>l<>i-i\<  I.  Th.y  w.ninoviiiL  up  towards 
the  iTft  iiM  \ti  thI<  (I  ti>rm:ili<iii.    •    •   • 

A  (Jirinan  sli- il  waN  cuiiun;,'  our  way.  I  luarV  its  liiijh 
.'oiil.liti"  nut.,  and  sliiri..]  my  vl.tl  liat  :i  littj.  .  aiic'  ho|Hd  it 
niiiiht  s,  rv. .  Th.  n-  wa-  .i  nasty  crash  lifty  yards  uway  Inlow 
»li.  i-.M.!.  wli.  IT  sniiic  ..1  thr  in<  II  wt  n-  tiiincli.  d.  ...  /.  wliistlo 
somi.l.d.  and  tl..'  IJ.A.M.C.  in- n.  who  had  1m  .ii  Mpiattini,'  «>n 
th.ir  slnlrlKTs,  sprauu'  up  and  ran.  carryinj,'  their  slrt»ch<rs. 
douii  a  sid.   tnuk.     Th.  y  ha<i  found  s(.iiu'  work  to  do. 

Two  oth.r  >li.lL  cami  cIomT.  and  we  chanucd  our  po  ifi-m 
a  liltl.'.      If  was  ^'1  ttiiii:  r;  111.  r  hot. 


:( 

Ihit    n..t   M.  Ii..t   as  <.lh.r  plac  ..  (•..ii\|>ar.«l   with   which  oir 
un.und  was  I'aradis..      Maiiict/.  villatr.-.  Ixhind  our  lines  not, 
ua     Im  in^'  s!i.  Il.'.l  h.avily  hy  tlu   .luiiiy.  and  was  a  very  ugl; 
spot,  hut".  \.  II  that   was  a  h.alth  r.  sort,  as  soldi,  rs  say.  com 
pan.i  with  any  of  th.  (J.  riuaii  positions  in  thi- niiyhhourhood  ot 
l'ontahnais..n."     Our  <,'nns  w.rc  cone  iit rat inj,'  their  lire  alonj; 
;,  liiu   north  ..f  llirch  Tiv.   \V..o(l  fr..ni   Ih.isrshoc  Tr.nch,  now 
i„  unr  haii.ls.  across  to  P.  ak  Wood  aii.l  l^ua.lrant,'!.'  Trt  nch  away 
to  Mam.  t/.  \V.M,d  on  t  h.   ni;hf.     \Vc  w.rc  also  piittin-,'  a  terrific 
harrai:.'  roun.l  llif  villaj,'c  of  Contahnaison  and  Acid  Drop  Copse. 
Our  hall,  n-  s.  h<  avy  and  li^'ht,  sniucd  to  he  in  ring's  round  this 
stonii-c.  iilr.-.  . 

The  luavi.s  w.n  aw.iV  h,  hind,  and  I  could  only  know  their 
txisten«-e  hv  the  j.'r.  al  sh.  IN  that  caine  rushini,'  overliead.  from 
invisihi.'  |)lac.  s  at  Um\i  ran-j.  .  \vilh  a  loni:  dron.-  lik.'  soim-  ;ireat 
harp  pluck..!  hy  <  Kl  --"'d  Tii.tr.  as  taeh  sh.  11  cr.>ss,d  the  valley 
and  sniasht.l  ov.  r  llu-  .luniys  lines.  They  catin-  in  s^Tcat 
iiumhers  and  from  half  Hi.  points  of  the  c.)mpass.  to  fall  upon 
that  «ini  str.  tell  ..f  i:<.'i"""l  <^  '"'''^'  "^  ^^  I'Joad.  Our  held-;,'uns 
wi  re  iu>l  in\  isil)l.'. 

1  could  s<.  them  winkiiiL'  ami  hlinkini,'  in  th.'  valleys  and  up 
the  slop,  s  as  far  as  the  ( ye  C"'ild  ran^e.     Th.y  tired  salvos  or 
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iuuikIs  with  sharp  iiiul  stpamtrd  rat-tat-tats.     Kvitv  kind  ol 
_'.iii  ami  ho\vit/,<r     <M  **  Ciran«hn«ith<  rs.  "  tlic  l(Hi'4  six-iiK'h«rs. 
iii,ir-|Miitit-si  \(  IIS.  Kn  nchsoixariti-qiiiii/t  .aii(l<>iirownri>jht(<  n 
i.»iiii(l(  rs     |)lay«  (I  Iht-  (I<  \  il  uvt-r  th«-  Gcriiian  liiu  s. 

I  think  it  was  ahont  »1(  \.n  that  tht  V  hftr<l  and  put  a  ihiisr 
liirratic  of  shrlls  lurthcr  hack.  K(»r  the  tirst  tuuf  in  my  tx- 
|.iri<  nee  tins  nionii  lit  was  p*  rccptihir.  It  was  a  kind  of  Inish 
,.ir  jiist  a  MC'oiid.  as  thont;h  all  thr  jjuns  w.rr  takinvJ  hr.ath. 
I  li<  II  the  tiiniiilt  iHjran  attain,  while  the  infantry  wt-nt  forward 
i:l.»  and  thn.n!»h  the  sni«>k( .  .\  little  while  later  I  saw  rm-kt  ts 
liiL'li  ahove  th.  smoke  in  the  direction  of  I'ontalniaison.  Some- 
Inn.,'  tolil  m<-,  thcHiph  without  any  certainty,  that  our  men  were 
II'  that  villai."". 


i 


I  rom  a  visual  |)oint  of  \  iew  that  is  all  T  can  tc  II.  hut  to-day  I 
!ii\.  seen  some  of  the  ollict rs  who  wtrt  <lin<'tini»  this  »)attle. 
.   Ill  what  ha|)p<iied  is  now  much  clearer,  thouuh  not  absolutely 

!    u  in  all  its  details.     The  day  h.  fore  yesterday,  after  lu-avy 

i.'iiiui;,'  in  the  early  stages  of  the  battle,  some  of  our  battalions 
;  '  .!>    possession   of  the    lIorsoluM-   Trench   to   tlie   north-west 

I  IJirch  Tree  WimkI  and  to  the  s<»nth-wtst  of  C'oiitalmais..ii. 
nth.  r  battalions  to  the  ri«ht  were  stretchini,'  aloni,'  a  line 
tiirMUi,'h  Hirch  Tree  Wood  to  the  south  of  Mamet/  Wood.  A 
i    iMHis  affair  was  happcninjj  JJi  a  trench  called  the  Old  Jaeger 

I'vnch,  runninj,'  out  of  the  Ilorseshm-  towards  a  (Hrmaii 
•doubt  to  the  west  of  I\ak  Wood. 

I'art  t)f  this  trench  w:is  held  by  the  tr(M)ps  <»n  th<'  It  ft  and  part 
'•y  I  he  troo[)s  on  the  riyht.  and  both  reported  and  bi  lieved  that 
:ii.  y  held  all  of  it.     The  truth  was  that  a  jrap  in  lli.-  miihlle  was 

till  held  by  a  party  of  U rmans,  who  had  machine-jjuns  and 
i)onil)s  with  which,  presently,  they  made  thi tnsilves  unpleasant. 
Onlc  rs  were  sent  to  clear  the  tniich  of  tliese  u^Iy  customers, 

.11(1  it  was  done  by  the  troops  on  the  lift.     Then  orders  W(  re 

,1V.  II  to  clear  forward  to  a  triant,'le  trench  to  the  ri>,'ht  of  th<- 
">l.i  .laeu'er.      It  \\asastronu'redoul)t,nndthe(Jermansdefepd<(l 

'n  lustlves  M)  tenaciously  at  this  point  tliat  it  changed  hands 
:   (•  times  Ijeforc  our  men  held  it  for  tjm)d. 
'  yielded  hnully  when  the  troops  on  the  right  fought  their 
N   i\   up  to  l\ak  \Vo(.<l,  captured  it,  and  enfiladed  the  eiu  ni\ 

\t  that  moment  they  saw  their  |)ositio!i 


vNitli  machine-gun  lire, 
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was  liojnhss,  uiid  canK-  nuiniii),'  (lut  witli  tluir  luinds  ii]). 
Fail  her  on  tlicrc  was  a  inacliim-uiiii  (.iniilaciiiuut  wliicli  w  in 
<Xn\i\'^  us  a  «„'(><.(!  (leal  ol  trouble,  hut  this  was  hoiiihanUd  and 
rnsh'Tl.  iUid  on  tlif  «  viiiinf,'  of  July  6  tlu-  luachint-^'un,  to  iisr 
the  words  ofi-iir  of  the  ollicv  rs,  was  "  done  in." 

Ycslcrdav  inorninj,'  tin-  attack  foUowinj,'  the  honil.aidin<-.. 
(■xt'-nd<(l  froMi  these  points  south-wtst  of  Contalmaison  away 
to  the  ri^'iit.  I'lifortunately,  althou^di  the  fdrtune  of  war 
favf)ur.(i  us  iii  aiiolh(  r  way.  the  troo|»  on  the  ri^ht  were  u!ial)le 
lo  niak<-  iiuieh  iK.ulway.  Hut  al  this  time  an  <  xtraordinary, 
and.  for  !  he  ent my,  a  terrible,  thiny  happened.  Some  battalions 
of  the  Prussian  Guard  Heserve,  hurri<  dly  broiiLrht  up  a  day 
or  two  a'io  from  Valenciennes,  and  thrown  into  this  batthiitld 
without  niiips  or  ixiiidance  or  local  knowledge.  ad\anced  to  meet 
.■ur  mm  on  the  ri^iit,  and  walked  up.  by  an  awful  stroke  of 
chance,  straiL;ht  intt)  tlie  terriiie  barrage  which  our  i;nns  ha<i 
just  started  round  (.'ontahnaison.     .\  whole  Ijaltalion  was  cut 

to  pieces. 

Many  o.h<  rs  suffend  fri<,'htful  thing's.  I  am  told  by  some  of 
the  prisont  rs  that  tliey  lost  thrcc-cpiarti  rs  of  their  inunber  in 
casualtits,  and  althou<,'h  this  may  be  an  exaggeration 
prisoiK  rs  always  have  the  tendency  to  exaiiirerate  their  loss(  s 
-  it  is  certain  that  a  m;;ss  of  men  were  killed  iwid  wounded. 
\s  soon  as  our  l)arra<;e  Hfted  our  troops  on  the  ri^'ht,  most  of 
r lit  in  men  of  Yorkshin-  and  northern  coimties,  swept  forward 
and  without  j/rtat  trouble  entered  I'onlalmaison  and  Bailiff 
Wood  to  the  iK.rth-W(st.  It  was  their  li<;hls  which  I  had  seen 
si^^nallinj;  throu<,'li  the  smoke. 

It  was  n  mauniliceiit  success,  not  too  dearh'  bought.  Hut 
just  win  n  our  position  looked  full  of  promise  lor  the  morrow 
disai)poinlini:  news  came  in  last  nisht.  It  is  here  that  the 
details  of  what  hiippened  are  not  clear.  Gt  rmans  were  reported 
to  be  streaming'  out  of  Mametz  Wood  towards  Contalmaison. 
apparently  to  make  a  counter-attack  there.  'I'lie  i'nemy's  gims 
were  sheliinjr  the  place.  Rain  fell  heavily,  and  our  men  who 
had  fou<,'ht  so  wt  11  and  so  loni,'  were  c  xhaustcd. 

Owiuii  to  the  diHiculty  of  comnumication  and  other  trouV>les 
which  happen  at  those  times,  the  situation  became  confused, 
and  late  in  the  eveninf,'  it  was  reported  that  Contalmaison  had 
been  evacuated  as  a  temporary  mesisure  for  defensive  reasons. 

At  the  same  tin^e  it  wa.s  also  reported  that  Manietz  Wood  had 
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hcin  so  ht;i\  iiy  siu-lh  d  by  our  ^iins  that  much  dauitM^i-  had  U\  n 
inllicti  d  ujM»n  the  Cit  riuans  in^idi ,  some  of  whom  had  «.scap<'d 
Id  our  liius.  ^Vl■  art'  now  holdiiiLj  the  outskirts  ot"  Coutal- 
!ii;ii'5on.  in,  or  in  tli(  ik  iijhhourluxHl  of,  the  cemttcry,  aud,  I 
lulii  vc.  Acid  Drop  Copse,  so  that  \V(  an;  in  a  sound  position 
I'or  I'urthi'r  atliiek. 


A  Iari,'«'  nni-ihiT  of  [)risorKrs  were  taken,  and  lluy  came 
s'niL'LrlinLr  l)aek  oV(  r  tin-  hattklitld  in  mistrahlr  little  ii:rou|)s. 
S.iiui'  of  thiin  curriiil  our  wounded  on  stretchers  or  on  their 
liieks.  and  our  turn  carried  their  wnundcd. 

They  wi  re  the  ninnants  of  the  .'Jrd  Prussian  (iuanl  Division, 
which  has  been  so  utterly  broken  that  it  no  longer  exists  iis  a 
!ii,'htin<:  unit.  Those  who  did  not  fall  into  our  hands  have  been 
withdrawn  tVo;n  the  line.  The  •*  moral  "  of  the  men  as  weil  as 
heir  tiL,'hfin'_j  force  has  been  smashed.  Kvei»  the  ollicers  admit 
!!i:il  they  li.ivr  no  more  stomach  for  the  lij^'Iit,  and  several  of  the 
iiicn  with  whom  I  sp(Ae  to-day  wen-  frank  in  sayini^  that  tiiey 
,  re  1,'lad  lo  i)e  prisoners  to  be  safe  at  last  from  the  fright  fulness 
uf  tliis  war. 

Some  of  tliem  told  me  that  after  leavin.i,'  Valenciennes  a  few 
iays  a:,'o,  after  our  attack  had  started,  they  were  brought  to 
(.  luubrai,  and  while  the  ollicers  were  sent  on  by  moti)r-car  they 
marched  a  lony  distance  throuyh  imknown  country  to  the 
front.  They  do  Tiot  know  the  names  of  the  villages  thro\igh 
which  they  passed,  their  oihcers  had  no  maps,  and  they  had  an 
'iininous  feelinii  th.it  they  were  j^oini^  to  their  doom.  Hut  the 
strenijfth  of  our  artillery  and  its  deadly  accuracy  of  aim  sur- 
prised them. 

They  tlid  not  know  the  English  had  such  gunners.  Still  more 
\\<  re  they  surprised  by  the  dash  of  our  infantry  when  they  heard 
that  they  had  a,i,Minst  them  "  men  of  the  '  New  Army.'  "  "  We 
thought  they  were  Guards,"  saiil  thcsi-  Prussian  prisoners,  who 
belon<,'ed  chiefly  to  the  Lehr,  Grenatliers,  and  Fusiliers — ^all 
(Jr.ards  Divisions  -the  70th  Jae;,'er  ;:nd  the  llOth.  lUtli,  and 
lOOth  retjiments  of  the  line.  Some  of  them  I  sjwke  to  were 
Poles  from  Silesia — '"  Ich  kann  nur  ein  wcniy  Deutsch  sprechen  " 
(I  can  only  speak  a  little  German),  said  one  of  them.  Yet 
!h(v  wen;  t;ill,  h'-  fty  nieii  of  jjjnofl  physique  and  well  fed.  Some 
of    them   were    middle-aged   fellows   and    fathers    of   familii-s, 
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corrcspiiiidin^'  to  tlu'  Fniu-li  Tirritorials.  Tiny  spoke  t>f  thrir 
\viv<s  :iiul  ciiildrcii,  ami  tlicir  tired,  dazed  ,  yt  s  (lor  they  were 
jusl  down  i'roni  the  fi«  Id  r)t'  fire)  h<;ht'(l  iij)  at  the  thoii^rht  of 
j,'oiiij,'  home  aj.'ain  alter  the  war. 

"  God  smd  a  (]nick  eiidiii;:  to  llie  war  !  "  said  one  of  them,  and 
he  spoke  tlie  words  as  a  prayer  with  his  liands  upraised. 

I  sat  in  a  little  du^'-ont.  hoinh-proof.  |Mrhai)s,  hiil  not  sound- 
proof, because  the  noise  of  <juns  was  appallin»;ly  close  and  loud, 
while  .some  of  the  men  were  h<  inj,'  broujrht  in  to  be  »xann!i((l 
by  a  briyht-tyed  ollicer,  wIkj  spoke  their  tlialects  as  well  as  their 
lani,'uaf,'e,  and  had  an  easy  way  with  him  so  that  they  were  not 
frijihtentd. 

Th<  y  answen  d  frankly,  in  a  manly  way,  and  were  j/rateful 
for  our  treatment  of  them.  .\  fpuer  scene  inside  thise  walls  of 
sandba;?s,  lighted  by  (krman  candles,  filled  with  all  sorts  of 
Iitt<  r  from  (ierman  pockets— j^Tcat  clasp-knives,  lei.Jen  spoons. 
eartridj;e-clij)s,  compasses,  watches,  pencils.  One  of  the 
invest i^'atinj:  ollieers  was  the  .son  of  a  famous  musician,  and 
seemed  to  lind  an  intense  interest  in  his  job,  thoujjh  new  batches 
of  prisoners  keep  arrivinf*  through  day  and  ni;,'ht,  so  that  his 
meals  and  his  sleep  are  interrupted. 

Hut  with  his  brother  «)nicers  he  is  accumulatini^  a  store  of 
information,  and  sees  all  the  drama  of  the  war,  and  .ill  its 
misery  for  the  e:i( my.  between  these  sandbajrs,  and  in  the  dim 
candlelif;ht  which  flickirs  upon  the  worn  faces  of  German 
soldiers  taken  an  hour  bi  fore  up  there  where  tin-  shells  are 
fallin''. 


IX 
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Si.ovvLY,  hut  quite  steadily,  we  are  drawiiif;  our  lines  closer  about 
the  enemy's  strong  places  aloiij;:  the  whole  extent  of  our  attack- 
injr  front  in  order  that  one  by  one  he  must  abandon  them, 
r^ist  night  r)ur  troops  captured  new  trenches  a'xjut  Ovillers- 
La  Hoisselle,  so  that  the  pressure  ujwn  that  place  is  tighter,  and 
during  th(;  past  eighteen  hours  we  have  established  ourselves 
in  the  Hois  des  TrOnes  and  its  neighlK)urhoml  to  the  east  of 
Montauban. 

The  meaning  of  our  attacking  methods  and  of  the  hard 
lighting  at  different  points  may  not  be  clear  to  people  who  do 
not  realize  the  position  which  our  men  have  to  storm.  It  has 
often  been  said  that  the  enemy's  lines,  which  stretch  from  the 
sea  to  the  Vosges,  arc  one  great  fortress,  and  this  is  true,  but 
it  is  more  essentially  and  even  technically  true  of  the  line 
througli  which  we  broke  on  the  first  day  of  Jidy. 

The  great  German  salient  which  curves  round  from  Gomme- 
eourt  to  Fricourt  is  like  a  chain  of  mediicval  fortresses  connected 
by  earthworks  and  tiuinels.  The  fortresses,  or  strong  places 
as  we  now  call  them,  are  the  ruined  villages — stronger  in  defene«- 
than  any  old  tower  because  they  are  filled  with  machine-guns, 
trench-mortars,  and  other  deadly  (engines — of  Gommecourt, 
Heaumont-IIamel,  Thi{pvai,  Ovillers,  La  Boisselle,  and  Fricourt. 

In  spite  of  the  superb  courage  of  those  British  battalions 
wliieh  flung  themselves  against  th«jse  strongholds  on  the  left 
side  of  the  German  salient  they  did  not  fall,  but  breaches  were 
made  in  their  defences  which  are  now  being  widened  and 
(In  jiened.  On  the  southern  side,  where  the  attack  succeeded, 
l.a  IJoissellc  and  Fricourt,  and  farther  eastwards  Mametz  and 
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M(iiil;nil)a!i.  aic  oiii-  and  tli'  attiick  is  pusliinu'  tnrthrr  in  to 
Inrii  llic  stront,'  placi  s  on  llic  left  from  within  tin  t'ortnss  walls, 
IIS  it  W(  rr.  wliil(  tli<v  arc  l)i  in;^'  W(  ak«  ntd  l>y  assaults  from 
wiUiont.  irradnally  puttiu','  the  strani,'lc-^'rii>  upon  tinin.  If  wc 
have  Inck  and  k(  t  ]>  slrikini.'  (i<  (  p<  r  into  the  sali'iit,  as  wc  lia\< 
(lone  dnrinu  the  )»as|  twenty-four  hours  at  Contalniaisoii  and 
OvilKrs.  it  would  .s(ini  \n  luc  as  if  the  stront:  places  on  tlie 
1.  it  must  <  ither  l)(  e\acualed  hy  the  en« my  or  surrounded  und 
tak(i),  with  th(  ir  iiuprisomd  'rooj)s,  hy  us. 

I  saw  tin  sc(  lie  of  this  strumrle  for  tlie  enemy's  strongholds 
io-day  almost  as  if  I  \m  re  looking:;  into  the  mirror  of  the  Lady  of 
Shah.tt.  It  s((nied  lik(  that,  stran<,'e!y  luinal.  as  tlinuLrh  in  an 
ima<,'<-  and  yd  terrihly  real  and  vi\  iii — iKcause  I  came-  upon 
it  suddenly,  hy  nrciddit.  arraiifred  for  nic  hy  a  jrap  in  a  hed<,'e 
and  hy  two  tnts  on  each  side  of  the  <,'ap,  like  the  frame  of  a 
picture. 

I  liad  l)e<:n  up  to  the  lines  in  search  of  an  oflicer  whose  head- 
rjuarters  is  in  du<;-()uts  below  the  crest  of  a  hill.  Heyond  this 
crest  and  jinotlu  r  one  heyond  that  the  fires  of  hate  W(  re  hurnin<» 
all  ripht.  I  could  tdl  that  hy  the  smoke-clouds  which  came 
hlack,  and  whit<  .  and  i,'rcen  into  the  lleecy  sky  of  this  July  day 
in  France,  and  l>y  the  noise  of  the  puns  all  about  me.  Hut  I 
did  not  trouble  to  climb  to  the  crest.  There  were  int crest ini,' 
thintrs  to  see  below  and  line  men  whom  I  wanted  to  meet  apain 
befon  they  po  nearer  to  tiiose  tires. 

I  p;i  sed  two  fri(  nds  on  the  roadway  ridinp  in  the  centre  of  a 
lonp  column  of  troops,  and  when  I  waved  my  hands  to  them  and 
shouted  •'  Ciood  luck  I  "  they  turned  in  thiir  saddles  and  wav(d 
hack  aiHi  smiKd  in  a  way  that  one  remcmb.-rs  through  a  lifi- 
timc.  I  di(t  not  trotibU  to  climb  the  crest  because  there  were 
some  captured  (ierman  puns  below  it  worth  seeinp  as  the  lirst- 
I'ruits  of  victory. 

They  Were  beinp  fast(  n(d  to  our  own  pun-carriapes  and  taken 
off  to  tlie  place  whtre  such  trophies  po.  clu  ired  by  French 
townsfolk  on  the  way.  Quter,  beastly  thinps  wire  some  of 
these  capturid  en<_'iiH's.  Tlu  re  were  lonp  wooden  barrels 
hoi>iHd  with  steel,  and  with  a  touch-hole  to  hrc  the  charpe  for  a 
"  plum-puddinp  '"  bomb  larpc  cnouph  to  blow  uj)  ten  yards  of 
trench— as  primitixc  as  the  enpiius  of  war  used  in  the  iifteenth 
centtir\-. 

It  was  on  the  way  back  that  I  came  upon  the  gap  in  the 
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Ik  (Iu'(  .  I  passed  camps  of  mm  and  horses,  masses  of  mitis  arul 
|(,i,'Jlin's  of  <lii^'-()Mts  ill  chalk  haiik^.  where  soldiers  sat  in  the 
.iitri.s  on  tliis  Sunday  jiftenioofi.  smoking  th.  ir  piius  with  an 
iur  of  profound  peacJ  in  spile  of  the  noise  of  shell-tire  :  and 
lartre  bodies  of  splendid  tr.-ons,  Knu'lish  and  Scottish,  trampin-,' 
iip'th.  roads,  all  pow.h  red  with  white  <iust,  or  l>  ini,'  und-  r  the 
sliadows  i.f  wayside  tn-es.  sleei)iii,u  on  their  backs  with  the 
sun  full  on  their  bronzed,  sweatdx  ^'rimed  faces.  It  was 
Ihe  maddinir  crowd  of  war.  with  a  tanijle  of  trallic  on  Ih.' 
inads.  and  kickin-r  mules  makinu  Ixasts  of  themselves  at 
tiie  si<,'ht  of  a  motor-car.  and  artillery  wajjons  with  creakinj,' 
axles  pluiminu'  throu!,Mi  it  all  imder  the  daring  puidance  of 
iv(i-iaced  boys  with  short  whips. 

Turning'  off  the  road,  away  from  all  this  turmoil,  and  presently. 
tlir(.U!,'h  t"he  Rnp  in  the  hedpe,  I  saw,  quite  unexpecteilly,  the 
scene  of  war  across  thi  liilds  in  front  of  n>e,  all  u'old  with  that 
\vr(  (1  which  is  ruining'  so  many  liarvcst  fields  of  France.  It  was 
Mametz  Woml.  I  knew  at  once  the  queer  shH|)e  of  it  with  a 
irreat  Kite  out  of  its  western  side.  In  spite  of  all  our  sliell-fire 
i^t  is  still  thick  with  foliage,  upon  which  the  smdipht  lay,  casting 
a  jireat  black  shadow  underneath.  Just  below  it  was  Peak 
wCod,  a  row  of  broken  trees  by  a  sunken  road,  and  a  triaufrlc 
trencii.  for  which  our  men  fou^'h't  desperately,  so  that  it  chained 
iiands  three  times  before  they  won  it  finally,  on  Friday  afternoon. 

'I'o  the  left  of  Mami  tz  Wood  and  on  a  line  with  it  was  Con- 
talmaison,  and  on  the  left  of  that  Bailiff  Wood,  which  we  cap- 
tured and  lost  aijain  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  then  farther 
left  0\illers-La  Boissille,  and  completing  the  crescent,  La 
Hoiselle  itself. 
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Bt  tween  the  gap  in  the  hedge  I  saw  again  om-  of  the  world's 
-ill at  battUfields,  and  every  detail  of  it  was  so  clearly  and 
sharply  deline(i  in  the  sunlight  that  it  was  like  a  Pre-Raphaelite 
picture  painted  in  vivid  colours.  I  could  count  th.-  shell-holes 
in  the  roofs  of  Contahnaison  village,  and  the  chateau  there, 
standing  to  the  right  of  a  little  wood,  was  brought  so  elosiK 
forward  by  a  stereoscopic  effect  that  I  could  look  into  the  black- 
in  ss  of  its  broken  wiiulows. 

Down  beiow  me  ucFe  our  trenches.,  and  I  saw  oiir  mo!i  i!= 
th(  ni.     Some  of  them  were  outside  the  trenches,  strolling  about 
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ill  I  III   itjit  II,  in  lit t  li  ;fr(Mi|)s.  or  walkiii;,'  ithout  on  ;i  lonr  tracl,,  ,l^ 
thiiu;.'li  tiikint,'  ii  (juii  t  luilf-lionr  on  this  Sniniay  alti moon. 

Arul  yi  f  fliiv  \>.(  re  in  the  centre  of  the  halth  held,  and  over 
lh(  ir  inatls  came  an  incessant  lh;:ht  of  sJk  IK.  our  shi  lis,  which 
I  could  s(  (■  fallinj,,'  in  tlti'  Ci<  rnian  hues,  and  in  llie  lidds  ahont 
tJKni  (icrnian  shells,  i)urstiny  with  dnll  crashes  and  with 
<louds  of  Mack  and  ^'reenish  smoke.  ,\1|  the  }M)\V(  r  of  di  stnic- 
f  ion  was  at  work,  Imt  In  cause  of  the  utt(  r  c.ilni  and  heaiitv  <  I'  {]\i 
sky  aiid  the  !,'ol(|( n  litjht  ovtr  all  the  scene  it  s( cnied  to  rnr. 
standing'  on  the  < dire  of  it,  less  deadly,  like  a  drearn  of  war. 

It  was  no  dream.  Thnc  of  our  shells  followed  each  other  in  a 
uroup  and  hurst  with  one  (  xplosion  a^'aiiisf  the  Kft-hand  fov.er 
of  (  ontalmaisoii  chiltiau,  smashing'  off  a  turret  as  though  it 
W(  ri'  ;i  card-castle. 

Our  sin  lis  W(  re  llin;,'inj/  up  foimtains  of  black  earth  and 
smoke  in  the  (Jt  nnan  line  -.  h(  yond  at  Pozieres.  .Ml  round  the 
l)attleli(ld  IIk  re  Wire  the  Mack  clouds  of  shell- hre  l)reakinj,'  and 
risiiijr  a?id  spn  adin^  o\  <  r  Hailiff  Wood,  at  Ovilli  rs,  and  Ix  twcen 
the  broken  t  r(  e-trunks  of  La  nois.s(  lie.  Men  wen-  bciu},'  killed  a^ 
usual,  over  t  lure.    Hut  J>ur  shells  were  doinj,' most  of  the  daniaj,'e. 

.\n  extraordinary  thinj^  happened  as  I  looked  across  the 
<-huf(au  of  I'oiitalmaison.  'I'hi-  earth  seemed  suddc  nly  vo  <ipt  ii 
in  tilt  ern  iny's  lines  and  let  forth  the  smoke  of  its  innt  i  fires. 
It  mishtd  (>uf  in  },'reat  njiind,  dense  masses,  ai..l  rose  to  a  \ast 
hi  ii,'ht.  sj)rtadinj^  like  the  foliaj,'i'  of  some  j»igantic  tree.  It  was 
not  a  mine. 

The  explosion  from  a  niiiu'  flin<,'s  up  a  black  mass  with 
iai:i,'t(l  ((ltj(s  like  a  pieci-  of  black  cardboard  cut  into  teeth. 
Hut  this  Wi'.s  a  n;,'ular  uprisiiiir  of  curly  black  clouds  of  ynut 
\(ilume,  <;rltii!;_' d(  nsi  r,  and  coinirii,' coiil  iiuKJUsly.  I  watclud  it 
for  twt  nty  minutes  or  more,  and  could  not  make  out  its  mcaniiiL'. 
but  j,'iuss(d  that  wi'  had  blown  u|)  an  ammunition  store. 

Two  <,'r(al  (  \i)losioiis  which  came  ijuiti-  a  few  seconds  after 
the  lirst  \<>niit  of  smoke  su<:;,'ested  this.  So  I  went  away  from 
the  j)icturc  through  the  <,Mp  in  the  trees.  Down  in  the  \  alley 
wheii'  I  {)asse(l  the  eiu  rny's  shells  wire  comini,'  rather  near.  A 
heavy  crump  burst  on  a  knoll  close  by,  and  some  ollicers  and 
nun  Wire  watchin;,'  with  that  curious  smile  men  liave  at  times 
when  they  know  their  liv*  s  depend  upon  a  freak  of  chance.  It 
is  an  ironical  smile.  um\  rathe  r  urim. 
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I  !iAi»  all  i(l('!i  that  thrrc  would  b»  "  sonitthirifj  (JoiuR  "  to-day  at 
(  ontalniaison.  and  I  went  over  thr  f'u  Ids  towards  it,  jiast  soiiir 
if  our  batteries,  past  efiluriins  of  troojis  inarehtn^'  with  their 
Iciiids  alonj,'  tlie  roads  whieh  powder  them  with  while  hhnd- 
iiii:  (hist,  past  j^reat  camps  and  anuminition  coliirnns,  and 
litters  of  enijjty  shill-eases  remaining;  over  from  the  ynal 
hombardnunt,  and  j)ast  bcwlies  of  soldiers  stretched  out  upon 
t!ie  j^rass  and  slecpiruj  in  the  warm  suidi<j;ht  close  behind  the 
tiu'litin;,'-lines,  until  I  came  to  a  little  cnst  looking  down  to 
( <.iita!maison  villajje  and  the  wo<h1s  about  it. 

Manutz  Wood  was  very  quiet  this  aftenuson.  As  neither 
-ide  could  see  exactly  the  position  of  its  troops  underneath  the 
hijivy  foliage— our  men,  who  were  light iufj  hvst  night,  hold  a 
line  about  half-way  through — the  gunners  were  chary  of  shelling 
it  severely.  Now  and  again  a  burst  of  shrapntl  smoke  puffed 
i_'ainst  the  dark  background  of  the  trees,  and  the  shell  slash<  *i 
tii'ough  the  branches,  but  that  was  n(»t  often,  and  the  wood 
N. ,  iiied  very  peaceful.  Looking  at  it  one's  imagination  fotuid 
'■■i.  (lillicult  to  realize  that  perhaps  there  were  men  there  who  had 
di:,'  themselves  into  the  earth  beneath  the  spreading  nK)ts, 
Mid  that  Hritish  and  German  patrols  were  feiling  tiieir  way, 
|i>  rhaps.  from  one  tree  to  another,  through  th(r  gladis.  until 
!!i<y  camc'  into  touch  and  exchanged  some  ritle  shots  Infore 
tailing  back  to  their  own  line.  I  could  oidy  gue-;s  at  that,  and 
i.iuld  see  nothing  but  the  tight  foliage,  yellow  in  the  sun  ami 
lil;!ek  in  the  shadows. 

J'here  were  plenty  of  shells  falling  elsewhere,  and  it  seemed  to 
iiie  that  the  enemy  had  brought  up  new  batteries  to  strengthen 
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Ills  (l(  l(  iici  .  His  sill  ll-lin  Wiis  (trtaiiily  inur,  intciis''  uikI 
\vi(l(  r-sjin  iKiiriL,'  tliaii  duiiic'  'li'  l':'"^'  1'^^  ilay^  rouriti  li' n-.  IL 
Was  liomiiiirdiny  cur  positions  Irom  La  Moisscllc  to  Moiifaiiliau 
VI  ry  licrci  iv.  'I'Ik  poor  Itrokc  ii  wood  of  I/i  Hoisstlli  .  which 
our  iiK  II  caitlnnd  al'tir  d(sp(nil(  fiu'litiiiL'.  ^vas  h'iiij,'  s  arcli.d 
hv  111-,  black  siirapii  I.  and  <virv  now  and  tin  n  t)V  o'k  of  hi> 
'*  univ(  fvaK."  whicli  broke  witli  ii  vi\  id  cloud  of  j:'* '  nisli 
I'liiiKs.  vtiA  pn'lMnu'«d  in  d'  issity.  and  I'orniin;,'  fantastic  slia|Ks 
as  it  dissol\(<l.  One  such  cloud,  intfallif  in  tin  brilliance  of 
its  yi(  (  n.  Was  iik''  a  wini/'d  womun  with  a  Midiisa  fact  . 

llit:h  »\|ilo>i\(s  Wire  falliiiLj  into  >!ontaiiban  \ill;i;.'>'.  raisin;.' 
\olnniis  of  ros( -coloun  (1  cloiuls,  braiitiful  in  fin-  sunliiiht.  I 
think  it  must  hav(  bci n  the  diisl  of  rrd  bricks  iluiiLr  up  from 
ruiiK  (1  JioMscs. 


At  hull-past  tliri'-  i:i  tin-  afUmoon  the  (  ncniy  pnt  ;i  very 
hcii\  V  l)arr.iL"  in  ;i  straight  line  below  Contahnaison.  One  by 
one  the  sh«  lis  burst.  Jind  so  (piickly  down  the  line  and  back  again 
that  th(  y  formed  a  wall  of  black  smoke  with  only  a  few  ,<»aps. 

"  It  is  so  nice  (()  j,'(  t  a  little  fresh  air  I  *'  said  a  yo'.nifr  (gunner 
oilict  r  who  wr.s  next  to  ine,  reportiuL;  for  his  battery,  whicli 
speaks  from  afar  with  a  very  j^ruff  voice.  "  Durinj,'  tin-  first 
few  days  of  the  'show"  I  lived  indoors"  he  poitited  to  the 
(lark  (iitr\'  of  a  dn;,f-out  ~"  l)ut  now  Tin  '^'(ttin}^  sunburnt 
aL'ain.     The  nun  enjoy  this  open  fi;;litin^'.      Look  at  "em  I 

Then  Wire  men  movinj;  about  the  battleiield  utterly  rcpard- 
less  of  the  tn  nehes  the  old  German  treiii'lus,  marked  by 
billows  of  brown  ( artli  (brown  because  of  our  trun-firi-,  which 
ploiijihed  it  up),  .and  mori'  nj^ular  lints  of  white  earthworks, 
which  were  our  own  parapets  before  the  advance.  \  lona 
column  of  them  was  winding  very  sjowly  round  tow;irds  Con- 
talmaison. 

"  Looks  as  ii  they  wt  re  iroi'ifX  "P  to  suj)por(  an  attack,"'  said 
an  ollicer  close  to  iiie. 

<  ilur  LM'oups  of  kliaki-colound  men  w  re  movinj:  over  the 
•ironnd  which  one  seis  southward  from  ihe  tall  chimney  of 
Po/iercs  vilhiL'c,  which  we  were  bombardint.'  heavily. 

1  thonirht  bick  to  the  N'pn  s  salient  f(!r  a  moment.  Men.  do 
not  move  about  so  freely  there  !  Or  between  Loos  and  Ilnilueh, 
where  over  the  wide  barren  stretch  of  desolation  no  human 
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1.  iiiLf  i-'  <\'r  •><  t  II.  ur.  if  m«ii.  kill<«l.  Hut  '"  It  is  iiifc  t<i  yet 
;,  httli  fnsi:  iiir  ■  alt<  r  tin-  iiiipriMnmiciit  in  tli.  tntichrs.  iiiui 
fliH  (ip(  II  wiiHan-  is  « iiorniniisly  lutttr.  It  is  Im  tt.r  cvin  to  die 
!■!  tin  opi;!.  with  the  wind  ii|)<»ii  oin's  i'uci .  stiU'diiiu  uinoiij.'  the 
, Ml]. pits.  iindtTiHath  tli<  liliii-  sky.  which  to-ii.iy  was  ylorioii- 
uith  whilt-  siiDW-iiioimtniiis  niltd  fiiijh  with  ilii/./.\iu<:  ptak>  in  it> 

I  of  l)hu'  niid  siiidiirhl. 

And  so  our  intu  an  tontlud  with  a  kind  of  spiritual  joy  to  Ix- 
IiL'lifii.,','  a))o\  t-t:roufi<l  a.,Min  insltad  of  croucliin:»  in  tlitchrs — 
;hi'ii!.'li  pi  rsonally  I  hkr  a  h.uidy  holf  at  times. 

Ill  the  Very  tint  re  of  :h(  hatlleli.ld.  for  whieh  some  of  our  men 
;,.!.^'ht  and  tlied  a  day  ortwoa<,'<»,  oiu'  tall  fillow  was  siixnallini,' to 
-.imhody  about  somethim:.  N«'W  and  then  a  ti.  rmaii  shell 
ill  dan<:<  rously  close  to  his  position,  st  ndiiii,'  up  a  fountain  of 
.;ii(li  and  smoke,  hut  he  kept  talkini,'  with  his  dot-and-dash 
fn  ;i  lar  and  invisible  friend.  It  seemed  an  interistin<;  mono- 
iMU'-ie,  as  thou<,'h  hi  had  irn|)ortaiit  thinus  to  tell.  It  seemed 
In  he  addressed  t«»  the  ruins  of  C'ontalmaison.  There  were 
moments  when  its  old  French  chateau,  set  in  a  little  wood,  was 
It  up  by  a  splash  of  )?olden  liLjht  as  tlu;  white  clouds  driftitl  by, 
-1  that  I  could  almost  count  its  bricks,  and  could  see  how  the 
sli  lis  which  I  watched  yesterday  had  opened  its  roofs.  IJut  the 
i  ft -hand  tower  was  knocked  off  this  mornini,'  by  a  direct  hit 
li'tu  that  same  battery  whose  tin-  was  beinir  observed  by  the 
vuunfj  },'unner  ollici  r  with  whom  I  sat  to-day.  It  is  a  wonder 
tin  shell  did  not  smash  the  whole  chfiteau  to  a  |)itiful  ruin, 
iiit  it  took  the  tower  "  eti  passant  "  as  chess-players  say. 

At  four  o'clock  our  j,'uns  concentrated  upon  Contalmaison, 
Arid  Drop  Co|)se — the  poor  little  strai,'<rly  wood  to  the  ri«ht  of 
.M  iiuetz-atid  the  (Ji  rman  trenches  defendinf?  the  Contalmaison 
luL'e.  Smf>ke  belched  over  the  battlefit  Id,  and  th(  sonjj  of  the 
lulls  was  loud  and  hii.'h.  It  was  uiuhr  those  shells  falling 
ii'  \  ond  them  and  through  the  smoke  that  a  body  of  our  nun 
aoved  forwaril  to  the  assault  upon  the  villau'e. 


}  if 


8 

July  10 

The  village  of  Contalmaison  is  ours  aijain.  Whether  we  ever 
!h  Id  it  before,  by  more  than  handfuls  of  men  who  went  in  aiul 
Went  out,  is  doubtful.     Certainly  some  men  succeeded  in  getting 


!  I 


i     :.' 


«>2  TIIK  HATTLKS  OK  TIIK  SOMMi: 

lli.f.    Ik.iu  t'atcrpilliir  Wood  and  Arid  Drop  Cupsr,  IxTaiiv   I 

riK  t    IIkiii   aff«  rw.irds   nmIIi    uounds   in   tlnir  iMKlics,   hut   it   i- 

(lillicnll  fokiiow  what  Jia|»|ii  tu  il. 

Oil.  can  only  ym  ss  that  (;<  niianM-aiuc  iip  from  th<ir  (hii,'-oiit< 

.•.ri<  r  our  int  n  had  pcn<  trat.d  tli-  oiilsi<irts  and  made  use  of  (li. 

darkiM  ss  with  thi  ir  iii:ii-liini  -^.'uns  and  lionihs. 

What   liapp<  iHcl  last   niu'lil   i>  <Ii  ar  <  iioiiltIi.      I  have  already 

d«  scrihrd  in  a  i)rr\ious  dispatdi  liow   w  ■  cone.  iilrat( d  our  (ir 

upon  th<-  |tosition>  in  front  of  llif  \  illayc  and  tin  ii  slulli  d  tli 
villa^'c  itsi  if  with  tt-rrilir  iritmsity. 

1  saw  lh<-  1)»  u'innin",'  of  this  hornhardnic  nt,  and  watclj(«l  our 
imn  Uoini,'  up  to  support  the  attack  which  was  to  follow.  It 
was  Ix^'un  wh.  11  fr<  sh  troops  who  had  hci  n  hrou^'ht  up  t«»  h<  !p 
the  find  nun  who  had  Imcii  litjhtin;:  in  this  part  of  the  lirir 
iindir  heavy  shell-lire  for  several  days  advanced  under  tin 
cover  of  our  yuns  to  the  left  and  riLfht  of  the  villaije 

It  was  ain  ady  hemintd  in  on  both  sid<s,  for  other  British 
lr(»ops  were  in  lirni  possession  (»f  Hailiff  WVmmI  to  the  hit,  and 
during  the  evening,',  by  a  scries  of  bonihint,'  attacks,  Manutz 
Wood  to  the  ri^'ht  had  Ixen  almost  cleared  (»f  Germans,  who  are 
now  only  in  the  outer  frintre  of  it. 

Till'  enemy  in  Contalmaison  knew  that  their  position  was 
hopdi  ss.  When  our  yuns  lifted  they  heard  tin-  clucrs  of  onr 
infantry  on  both  sides  of  the  village,  and  many  of  them— at 
hast  many  of  those  who  were  still  alive  and  unwounded- 
streamtd  out  of  the  villafje  in  disorderly  n  treat,  only  to  be 
eau<,'ht  behind  by  our  extend(d  barraj,'es  between  Contalmaison, 
Po/.ierrs,  and  Hazentin-le-Petit. 

Our  men  wire  (piickly  into  the  village,  and  havincj  learnt  a 
lesson  by  the  expi  rience  of  other  troops  at  other  places  made  a 
thnrouL'h  seaveh  of  machin(-i,'iin  emplacemints  and  du^'-outs. 
so  that  tlure  sliould  be  no  further  trouble  with  this  w,•lsp^' 
nst. 


The  men  h  f t  in  Contalmaison  were  in  a  dreadful  state,  having 
suffered  to  the  v.  ry  limit  of  human  endurance,  and  lK\von(l. 
They  were  surprised  to  ihul  themselves  livins;  «nou{,'h  to  be 
taken  prisoners. 

One  of  tluse  men,  with  whom  I  talked  this  morning,  told  nie a 
(rau'ic  tale.     lie  spoke  a  little  English,  having  been  a  cabinet- 
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iM.ikcr  iti  the  Tiitti  iili;mi  Cntitt  KihuI  sotm-  yt  ar-.  iii»i»  In  lorr 
li.  wuit  li.ick  t(»  Wijiti  iiiIm  rj;.  wlun-.  ufnii  tin-  w.ir  Imuhii,  hi- 
w.i-,  as  lie  sai«l,  tak(  ii  atid  put  in  u  iiriir<iriii  and  told  to  ti;;til. 
iIkiiiuIi  it  Was  iint  iiis  trade,  |N)()r  d*'vii. 

Willi  oflur  nil  11  of  tlir  I'J'-'nd  (Mavariaii)  I{rj,'im<  (if   li     u.  nt 

'1*11  (  ()iitali)i;ii^iiii  li\<-  iiay>  a^^o.  Sckjii  th<  rations  thry  had 
I MHijiht  witli  th<  in  \vi  re  linishcd,  and  owinj;  to  onrrtasi-h  ss  mui- 
,.rr    it    was   iin|inssil>lr    to   pt    I'n  sli   snpplirs,     Th«  y    sufft  r<  <l 

•rcat  ayoniis  of  tliirst.  aiiti  tin-  niiinhi  rs  rtf  tlnir  <liad  and 
v.iiindrd  incna->i  (I  stiadily. 

■  'riicrc  was  a  holi  in  tlir  j,'ronnil."  said  tlii^  (It  rrnan  nil)iin  t- 
i.iukrr,  wliosi-  head  uas  liunnd  with  a  Moody  haii(iai,'f  and  who 

v:iN  da/fd  and  trouhlcd  whin  1  talked  with  liiin.  "  It  was  a 
.j.irk  hoh-  wliich  hild  twenty  ni<  n,  all  lyiny  in  a  hi  a|)  to^'i  tin  r. 

'd  that  was  thi-  only  dny-ont  lor  my  i-onipany,  so  that  there 
*T:iN  not  room  fur  more  Ihjin  a  t'<  w. 
■■  It  was  net!  ssary  to  take  turns  in  this  shelter,  while  ontsidi- 

ip    Kiij,'lish  sh'  Us  wtrc  comiiii,'  i.nd  bursting'  every  wh<  re.     Two 

r  three  men  were  draj,'<,'((l  out  to  make  room  for  two  or  tinee 
■.:ii(  rs. 

■  Then  those  who  went  outside  were  killed  or  wouiuled. 
>iine  oi'  them  had  their  h'-ads  blown  off,  and  M>int  of  them 
'  1(1  both  lejjs  torn  off,  and  some  of  them  tlu  ir  arms. 

■  Hut  We  went  on  takin;,'  turns  in  the  hole,  althoii;,'h  those 
•  iio  went  out>.idc  knew  that  it  was  their  turn    to  die    V(  ry 

i.k(  ly.     At  last  most  of  those  who  came  into  the  hole   were 
lunded,  some  of  them  badly,  so  that  we  lay  in  blocMl. 

■  There  was  only  one  doctor  there,  an  '  unterolli/.iir  "'  he 
I'inled  to  a  i  an  who  lay  asleep  on  the  p-ound,  face  down- 
^  ards — "  and  he  bandu<,'ed  some  of  us  till  he  had  no  more 
i    tidaties. 

■  Tlu II,  last  ni^'ht,  we  knew  the  tnd  was  eomiii!,'.  Vour  ;,'ums 
'"  u'an  to  fire  all  to^^ether  -the  dreadful  '  trommel-feii*  r,'  as 
vi    call   it — and  the  shells  burst   and  smashed   up  the  earth 

i>ont  us. 
■■  We  stayed  down  in  the  hole  waiting  for  the  erui.     Then 
'--I   heard  your  .soKliers  shoutini,'.     Presently  two  of  them  came 
t! -ua  inro  our  hole.     They  were  two  boys  and  they  had  th<  ir 
I    (kits  full  of  bombs, 

■  They  had  bombs  in  their  hands  also,  anil  they  scemeii  io 
bonder  whether  tht  v  would  kill  us.      But  wc  were  all  wounded, 
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ncarlv  iill.  aiul  we  cried  '  Kannraih  n  I  *  .  .  .  And  now  we  are 
prisdurrs  -  and  I  am  thirsty." 

Otlxr  prisoners  told  nie  timt  tho  effect  of  our  Jirt-  was  terril)!(' 
in  ("ontaltnaison.  and  that  at  least  lialf  (.f  their  nun  holdiiijj  it 
were  kilhd  or  wounded,  so  that  when  our  sulchers  entered  hist 
ni^jht  th(  >  walked  over  the  bodies  of  the  dead. 

These  UH  II  whf)  had  (  scajxd  were  in  a  pitiful  condition.  Tlu  y 
lav  on  the  1,'rotuid  utterly  exhausted  most  of  fhem.  and  -  thai 
was  strant'e-with  their  faces  to  tlie  (arth.  I'erhaps  it  was  to 
blot  out  th<-  \i-ion  ofthinL''--  s'cii. 

I  shall  remember  tlu'  I'abinet-maker  of  the-  Totte-nham  Court 
Road.  In  spite  of  the  clay  whicii  cake  el  his  face'  and  clothes  anel 
tlie'  ble.oelN  ratrrouiiel  his  head  he  was  a  iianelse)n!c  bearded  feUt.w 
with  l)hie'  e  v<  s.  wliieh  emec  e)r  twici'  liLriilrd  up  witn  a  trairie 
smile-,  as  wIk  ii  I  asked  him  when  he-  tlie)ui,'ht  tlie  war  we)ul(t 
(  nd. 

'•  In  1!)1.')."  he  saiel.  "  when  I  was  \ve)UiHled  at  Vpres,  I  thouirht 
the-  war  v.oiilii  e  iiel  in  a  f <  w  nieiiiths.  Anel  a  little-  while-  a.i,'e)  I 
theiULrht  so  atraiu  I   ' 

Tin  II  h'  u  'lit.  reel  se)mel  hiiiLT  {<>  himself,  out  loudly  enon.u'li 
feir  me-  te>  liijir  the-  we)rds  -■•  .Sun  ly  we-  cannot  '^'e)  on  much 
je)n','(  r  ? 

1  left  these  uuri.  aiul  fart  he  r  do\.ii  th<-  road  saw  ,  any  more 
prison*  1-  Til'  :■  v.ere-  nearly  three  hundre-d  e)f  tliem  marching; 
ele)wn  a  side  liaek.  hetwe-en  se>me-  ripe-ninix  ceini.  uueler  mor.nte'd 
esce)rt.  tii<  ir  fmy-blue  uuife)rms  iiarelly  visihli-  until  1  was 
cle)seT  te>  them  against  the-  backL,'re)unel  e>f  the-  wh'  at. 

Me.st  of  tluni  were  younfj.  lualthy-leiokiiiLT  men,  who  walke-d 
brisklw  and  it  was  e)nly  a  few  behinel  who  limpe-d  as  they 
waikeel.  r.iiil  lookeil  hreikeii  aiul  beaten  me-u. 


It  was  a  Lre)e'el  day  for  us  in  prisoners,  for  about  .jOO  have  coni;- 
de)wn  frenn  (  ..ntalmaison,  Manie  1/  \Ve)od,  anel  the  Troncs  Wood 
as  liviiii,'  })re>eifs  eif  our  advance  in  all  those  place  s. 

All  the  prise.ne  rs  speak  of  tlie  te  rror  of  e)ur  artilh-ry-firc,  and 
dejcumcnts  cajnurcd  in  tin  ir  <hir;-outs  tell  the  same  tale  in  words 
whicli  reveal  the-  full  heirre>r  of  bemibardme  nt. 

*'  \Vc  are  epiite-  shut  off  from  tlie  rest  of  the  world/'  wrott^  a 
German  soKlicr  on  the  day  l>efore  our  f,'rcat  attack.     "  Nothing 
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(•onus  to  us  ;  no  K'ttcrs.  The  English  kicp  such  a  lianra>»f  on 
our  ap|)roaclus,  it  is  terrihh>.  To-morrow  morning'  it  will  hv 
St  \(  II  (lays  sine-  this  bonihardmcnt  bcfjan  ;  we  eannc^t  hohl  oi.t 
Minch  lonu  r.     Evcrythinfj  is  shot  to  piices." 

"  Our  thirst  is  ti  rrihlf."  wrote  another  man.  "  We  hunt  for 
wattr  and  drink  it  out  of  shill-holts." 

Many  of  the  men  sptak  of  the  torture  of  thirst  \sliieh  tiny 
>uffiTril  duriiiiT  our  Iion'liardment. 

'■  K\  iry  one  of  ns  in  these  live  days. has  heeonie  y  urs  oldi  r. 
We  hardly  know  ()lu•'^'■lvl•s.  H<-elit(l  said  that,  in  th' se  live 
.iays,  he  lost  10  11).  IIu!i<,'er  and  thirst  ha\'e  a!>"  '.  niitrihuted 
;ii.  ir  >h;nv  to  that.  Ilunu'ir  woidd  he  lasily  l)(/i-t!e,  but  the 
tlli^^t  makes  one  aitn(i><l  mad. 

■  Lnekily  it  raiiK  <1  yestenlay,  and  the  water  in  tlie  slull- 
liiies,  mixtd  with  the  yillow  shell-sul[)hur,  tasted  as  'jood  as  a 
lottle  of  beer.  To-dav  we  yot  somethini'  to  eat.  It  was 
impossible  befon'  to  brinjj  food  up  into  the  front  line  uiidt  r  the 
,  iiil(  nt  eurtain-fire  of  the  enemy."' 

One  ollur  out  of  hundreds  tells  all  in  a  few  words  : 

■■  We  eame  into  t!ie  front  line  ten  days  atjo.      Durini,'  those 
■  ri  days  I  havi'  suffered  more  than  any  time  din'in>,'  the  list  two 
r;irs.     The  duLj-outs  are  (himayed  in  plaees,  and  the  trenelus 
.in  eompli'tely  destroyed." 

We  do  not  ijloat  over  the  sufferinjxs  of  our  em  my,  ihouyh  we 
must  make  them  suffer,  and  go  on  sufferinsj,  that  they  may 
yield.  It  is  the  eursi-  of  war,  the  black  horror  whiih  not  evi  ii 
tlie  lu  ights  of  human  courage  may  redeem,  nor  all  the  splendour 
1  if  youth  eager  for  self-sacrifice. 

I  have  sicn  things  to-day  before  which  one's  soul  swoons,  and 
v.liieh,  God  willing,  my  pen  sliall  write,  so  that  men  shall 
nineinber  the  meaning  of  war. 

I'ut  now,  when  these  things  are  inevital>le,  we  tun  si  look  only 
to  our  progress  towards  the  end,  and  to-day  we  have  made 
LTood  progress. 

Yesterday  I  wrote  of  the  position  we  attacki d  on  July  1  as  a 
LTiat  German  fortress  with  a  chain  of  stronglu^lds  linked  by 
iiiderground  works. 

In  ten  ilays,  by  the  wonderful  gallantry  of  our  nu  n  and  the 
Ljri  at  power  of  our  guns,  we  have  smashed  several  of  those  forts — 
as  strong  as  any  on  the  Western  front,  and  defended  stubbornly 
i>y  masses  of  guns  and  troops — and  have  stormed  our  way  in  so 
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d'  <plv  th:it  th.  i:u  tiiy  i^  now  f(»rct(l  to  full  Iiai-k  ii])<'!i  lli^  ii<xt 
line  of  (Icfi  nc('. 

The  cost  has  hmi  •„'r(;it,  but  the  cikmiv's  losses  and  the 
present  [josition  in  which  he  liiuls  liiinsdf  inoxc  the  sneress  of 
onr  main  attuek. 

For  the  lir.st  time  siiiee  the  heyinninf,'  of  the  war  the  initiative 
iias  jKissed  to  us,  and  the  (;erman  II<'ad(iuarters  Staff  i-^  hard 
l>ii>h((l  for  reserv<'-. 
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I'dir  several  days  now  I  have  been  f,'i\inf^  a  ehronicle  f)f  hard 
tiu'Iitinij  at  several  important  points  on  the  way  to  tlie  second 
(ii  rnian  Hne,  with  such  scenes  as  one  eye-witness  may  describe 
ill  a  great  battle  in  which  many  different  bodies  of  troops  are 
( iiLjajjed  upon  a  wide  front. 

'I'he  fortunes  of  war  hav(.-  varied  from  day  to  day,  ahnost 
trom  hour  to  hour,  so  that  positions  taken  one  evening;  have 
I  ( en  lost  in  the  mornin<,'  and  again  captured  by  the  afternoon. 
Writing  as  events  are  liappening,  one's  narrative  becomes  as 
cciifused  as  the  confusion  of  the  battlelield  itself,  where  troops 
Ihow  n(.thing,  or  ver\'  little,  of  what  is  doing  to  their  right 
:;:k1  left,  until  some  general  scheme  of  operations  is  completid. 

Hy  the  capture  of  Contalmaison  and  ground  to  each  side  of  it 
a  general  scIkuic  of  progress  has  been  achieved,  and,  although 
tiLrliting  does  not  cease  about  these  points,  it  is  now  |)ossible 
to  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the  battle  as  it  h;is  developed  up  to 
til.  jfrcsent  moment. 

I  think  it  may  very  well  be  called  the  IJattle  of  the  Woods, 
tcr  the  chief  charaett ristic  of  it  has  been  the  determined  effort 
I'l  our  troops  to  lake  and  luild  a  number  of  copses  and  small 
forests  betwcin  the  lirst  and  second  German  lines. 

On  the  left  of  Contalmaison  is  IJailiff  Wood,  north-iastwurds 
of  the  Horseshoe  H«  doubt.  If  we  coidd  get  that  and  keep  it 
Contalmaison  itself  could  be  enfiladed  and  attacked  from  the 
west  as  well  as  from  the  south.  Away  to  tlic  right  of  Con- 
talmaison is  Manutz  WckkI,  even  more  important  both  in 
si/e  and  position,  with  liernafay  Wood  still  farther  eastwards 
and  Tr6ncs  Wood  on  the  right  again.     Other  small  wootls  or 
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(•(.psis  t(.  tlic  •oulh  of  C'oiitJiliiKiison  w.rc  stronu  lii'litin-  points, 
IVotu  Sh.ll<r  W(.(.<l  to  l!(.uii«l  Wood  and  15ircli  W'mkI  al  Ih,- 
top  oi'  the  Snnluii   lUnnl   ai,»l   T.ak    Wooil   to  tlu-  Kit    «.f  th. 

(^r.aciraii^lf  Tn  ii<li. 

Sonu-  of  th.sc  phu.  >  arc  l.ut  a  f .  w  -la  ll-^!a^h. d  tncs  m  rvm.; 
as    laiulinark-.    h.;t     Baiiiff    Wvnd.    Mani-l/    Wood.    I'urualay 
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1  Tioh' >  Wood  ill'    still  dnisc  thickets  under  heavy 

folia^.'  hi(iir:'i  the  .  nrniy\  troops  and  «.ur  own,  !)ut   -ivinv'  no 
proleclion  I'roMi  sh'  li-lne. 

11  is  f(  I  til.  M  v.o(..i!.;ii<U  on  hi;jh  uronnd  that  our  in(  n  have 
been  tiiihtin;-  uitli  the  izrcalest  -allanhy  and  most  sttihborn 
(ndniancc.  Miiferin-r  nu'ie  than  li,i,'ht  l.-s.s.  nuclin<r  luavy 
counter-atiacks,  Lrainin.t:  ^'rmind.  losing  it,  rctakinii  it,  aiui 
thrustinj:  forward  auain,  with  u  really  unconqutrablc  sjiirit. 
because  ni.}  kii"\v  lh:t  th-  >e  woods  ar.'  the  v.av  tu  the  second 
bastion  of  the  Ccrnian  stron.Lrhold. 

It    would    be    e,  ,ul    to   sav    something'   about    the   different 
battalions  nsIio  hav.    b.oi   li^'htin<r  the   Battle  of  th(    Wootls. 
and  it  is  Imnl  not  to  <,nvc  some  hon(Mir  to  them  now  by  name, 
liut  then'  are  reasons  a<,Minst  it-    the  en( my  wants  to  know 
their  names  for  other  reasons-  and  wv  must  wait  until  some 
wciks  have  passed.     Tluy  arc  nu  n  from  marly  all  (Mir  Kn-hsh 
comilics-from    Northumberland.    Durham.    Lancashire,    and 
Yorkshire,   from   th-  Midlands,  the   Horn  •  Counties,  and  the 
"  West  t ountrie.""     Welshmen  were  tluie.  and  Irish  and  IIif;h- 
landir.s   and    Lowlanders.     It    was    a    British   battle,   but   thr 
.rnatcr  share  of  it  fell  to  Enj:!and  alone,  and  it  was  En.ijlish 
Fads  from  the  North,  and  English  lads  from  old  county  town^ 
like  \V<Mre sler  ami  Northampton.  York  and  Bedford,  Guildford 
ami    AruncKl.    Norwich    and    old    London    Town     itself,    who 
fou.i;ht  ..II  the  way  to  Contalmaison  and  took  this  stronj,'h()ld 
of  tin-  woodlands. 

I  pass<(I  some  of  them  on  the  roarls  to-day.  They  were  tht 
nun  who  eapt  ired  Contalmaison  tlu'  day  bifore  yesterday, 
aiiil  th.  v  w.  n  marehinjz  with  such  a  steady  swin^r  that  it  was 
hard  to  think  thev  had  b(  en  through  such  iiglitii--  and  fati.i^mes, 
and  that  tluy  had  left  Inhind  them  many  >^ood  fellows  who 
will  ne\er  come  back  along  the  road. 

Thev  wue  briuLnni.'  back  trophies  of  victory.  On  their 
wagon's,  btside  their  own  steel  hats,  wire  Ck-rman  hehncts. 
Some  of  llu'  eiumy's  machine-guns   were  passing  back  wtli 
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tlicni.  and  althoiijrh  the  men  were  tired  they  held  their  heads 
hiL'h  and  then-  was  a  fine  pride  in  their  eyes.  An  ofliccr  who 
vatchcd  thini  pass  called  o\it  the  names  of  their  regiments 
and  said,  "  Well  done  !  "  and  one  of  their  own  oUicers  waved 
his  hand  and  ealled  back,  "  Cheer\'-0  !  "  It  w.us  the  greetin<» 
<>l'  L'iiUant  fitjhting  men. 


Hut  before  the  taking  of  C(»ntalniaison  the  day  before  yester- 
day there  Were  other  men  who  had  done  their  best  to  take  it, 
,111(1  did  tak  ' .  for  a  while,  in  spite  of  bad  luck  and  every  kind 
t>\'  hardship. 

Their  attack  tlepended  a  yood  deal  npon  the  progress  made 
by  other  troops  who  were  lighting  for  Bailiff  Wood  on  the  left, 
and  by  troops  who  were  attacking  up  to  the  line  of  Pearl  Alley 
(III  the  right. 

Neither  of  these  attempts  was  succe;  sful  at  the  time,  and  the 
men  who  had  been  ordered  to  take  Contalmaison  were  not  in 
a  happy  position.  The  weather  had  been  foul,  and  it  was  this 
whieli  on  July  7  and  8  made  all  attacks  dilHctilt.  When  the 
ti.M)|)s  of  the  attacking  eolunuis  tried  t(j  gt  t  forward  the 
LTdurid  was  bogged,  their  rifles  and  bombs  and  machine-guns 
v.  re  covered  with  muddy  slime,  and  they  stumbled  through 
water-logged  trenches.  Apart  from  this  the  way  was  perilous 
and  tragic. 

The  main  trench  leacHng  up  to  Contalmaison  was  the  Sunken 
iJnad  which  goes  up  between  Round  Wood  and  Birch  Wood, 
:i;.d  this  was  being  heavily  barraged  by  the  enemy's  guns 
sweeping  down  the  valley  from  Pozi^res. 

Farther  up  and  slanting  right  to  Pearl  Alley  wjis  a  shallow 
trench. 

Dead  bodies  lay  there  in  the  mud,  and  soon  it  was  choked 
with  wounded  men.  How  could  any  one  pass?  How  was  it 
i)()ssible  to  bring  up  bombs  and  amnumition  and  machine- 
irms  and  all  the  stores  which  must  follow  an  attack  ?  That 
was  not  done,  but  our  men,  fellows  who  know  the  chimes  of 
Worcester  C'athcdrai,  struggled  forward  over  op<;n  groimd  and 
made  a  dash  for  Contalmaison,  enfiladed  by  nuichine-gim  fire 
from  Bailiff  Wood  and  Mamctz  Wood,  which  were  not  yet  in 
our  hands.  Hound  the  western  side  of  Contalmaison  was  a 
sliallow  trench  in  which  the  enemy  also  kept  his  machine-guns, 
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but  when  the  ri  ninants  of  the  attackiim  force  rushed  forward 
these  wire  withdrawn  into  the  villuf,'*-,  from  which  the  German 
yunnt  rs  sw(  pt  the  pround. 

It  seems  to  me  (\mU-  an  astonishing  ftat  of  arms  that  our 
men,  in  such  small  numbers  and  in  sueh  adverse  conditions, 
should  have  penetrated  a  fiooil  way  into  the  village.  And 
it  is  womhrfuily  tr.  their  credit  that  th.y  should  have  taken 
eiphtv  prisoners  at  sueh  a  time. 

Thev  found  themselves  "  u{.  in  the  air,"  as  soldiers  say. 
and  the  v  w.re  beiiiK  badly  hurt  by  inaehine-u'im  tin  .  It  was 
a  bad  position,  and  after  rumma^jintr  through  some  German 
dua-e)uts  and  takiim  their  prisoners  they  fell  back  to  a  stremg 
point  to  the  south  of  th(>  villajje,  which  th.  y  helel  fe.r  two  or 
three  days,  establishing  a  machine-gun  post  which  diel  vuluabk- 
service'  in  the  next  attack. 

They  eliel  not  succeed  in  holding  Contalmaison,  and  in  war, 
whieiris  a  hard  thing,  it  is  t.nly  success  that  ce)unls.  But^I 
see  ne.thing  to  blame  in  the  adventure  of  those  companies  wh() 
got  thre.ugh  at  great  hazard.  Luck  was  against  them,  and 
against  their  other  battalions.     Luck— and  the  weather. 

8 

In  the  meantime  great  fighting  was  in  progress  for  the 
woe.(ls  around.  A  verv  splendid  be.dy  of  nun,  among  them 
true-  el.seendants  of  Sir  Hugh  Evans  and  other  brave  n»cn 
across  the  Marches,  had  fe)Ught  their  way  up  on  July  5  to 
Birch  Tree  Ce>pse  and  Shelter  Alley,  to  Quaelrai.gle  Trench  on 
the-  (ith.  then  to  Caterpillar  Wood  anel  Marlbe.re)Ugh  Wood, 
and  the  v  had  placed,  with  a  cunning  that  belongs  to  the  genius 
of  Nsar.'a  machine-gun  which  covered  an  exit  from  Mametz 
Wood,  wh-  re  the  encmv  was  still  in  force. 

At  :?  e/.!oek  on  Monday  afternoon  last  our  troops  advanced 
to  the  capture'  of  the  wood— a  wood  whose  gloom  was  brightened 
by  the  frightful  Hash  of  shells,  whose  tre'e-trunks  we're  broken 
anel  splintereel  and  slashed  by  sharp  axes  hurtling  through  the 
leaves,  and  abe>ut  whose  gnarled  roots,  in  shell-holes  and 
burrows,  German  soldiers  crouched  with  their  bombs  and 
machine-guns.  A  wood  of  terror.  Yet  not  disniaymg  to 
those  men  of  ours  who  went  into  its  twilight.  Our  own  guns 
were  shelling  it  with  a  progressive  barrage. 
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Otir  men  were  to  pass  forward  in  short.  sh:ir|)  rushos  hrliitid 
the  l)iirra<»<',  l)ut  some  of  thcni  in  their  eaj»erness  went  too 
f:ist  and  too  far.  iiid  went  throusfh  the  very  barrage  itself 
until  a  sii,'nal  warned  a  j»unner  ollicer  sitting  in  an  O.P.  behind, 
>()  that  he  suddenly  seized  a  telephone  and  whispered  some 
wf.rds  into  it.  ami  made  the  guns  "  lift  "  again. 

Waves  of  bulltts  were  streaming  like  water  through  th"  tr-  s 
trom  (iermau  machine-giuis.  Many  of  our  men  fell,  and  tin* 
others,  cheeked  a  while,  lay  down  in  any  holes  they  could  fuul 
IT  dig.  All  through  the  night  shells  broke  over  them,  and 
through  the  glades  there  came  always  that  horrible  chatter  of 
!!Kiehine-guns. 

It  was  a  night  to  which  men  think  back  through  a  lifetime 
with  a  wonderment  that  it  brought  any  dawn  for  them.  Hut 
when  dawn  came  their  spirit  was  unbroken  and  they  maile  a 
new  attack,  and  went  forward  with  bombs  and  bayonets  to  the 
(iie<)iuiter  of  other  men  not  less  brave.  Not  less  bravo,  in 
trutlj  and  in  fairness  to  them.  There  was  a  fierce  light  before 
the  last  of  them  surrendered,  so  that  Mametz  Wood  was  ours, 
I  ir  a  while  al  least. 


Meanwhile  to  the  left  of  Contalmaison  — our  left  —other  men 
[i:ul  worked  their  way  up  into  Uailiff  Wood  and  had  established 
po^ts  there.  It  was  still  impossible  to  attack  Contalmaison 
fnnn  the  south,  and,  as  it  hapj)ened,  perhaps  a  lucky  thing 
b(  cause  the  enemy  had  expected  an  attack  from  the  south 
and  had  most  of  his  machine-guns  facing  that  way  when  our 
troops  advanced  u|)on  him  from  the  west. 

Tiiey  advanced  after  a  series  of  artillery  barrages  from  a  great 
Miinbcr  of  batteries  working  in  most  perfect  harmony  with  the 
ii!;iu  of  the  infantry  attack. 

Al  l.oO  the  infantry  went  forward  to  their  first  stage  in 
inur  waves  and  in  extended  order.  They  had  to  cover  about 
ll()(i  yards  of  ofKn  ground,  and  they  travelled  light,  without 
tficir  packs,  lighting  troops,  searching  parties  for  house-fighting, 
mkI  consolidating  tnxjps. 

"  They  went  across  magnificently,"  said  their  General,  and 
Hi  spite  of  the  enemy's  shells  and  machine-gims  penetrated  the 
Ikwm.  They  worked  across  in  time  to  the  successive  barrage 
which  preceded  them,  and  at  7  o'clock  thoy  had  the  whole  of 
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CoTitalniaison.  The  rmniy  d<fend»d  hinis<lf  hruvt ly.  and  thvu- 
was  sonu  li<m-  hHi.d-to-liaiKJ  fiyhtinir.  in  which  •-'()()  Ctrmans 
wen-  killrd,  nfiisirij,'  t(.  siimndtr.  Mnny  prison"  rs  wm-  taken 
in  thi-  (JML'-oiits. 

So  af  last  th«'  stronchold  of  the  Wcxjds  was  ours,  and  thru 
is  yond  hi>|>r  tliat  W(  shall  keep  it. 

Onr  otlitr  wo«k1  in  this  strttch  of  wwKlhmds  is  Mill  ni>t  ours. 
U  is  tht  \V<mh1  uf  TroiM  s,  wlurc  also  then-  has  l>cn.  disptratc 
(ijjhtiny  by  the  men  who  captund  Bcrnafay  \V«mk1  and  Tatcr- 
pillai  Wood  and  tlie  j,'round  about  Mf>iitanhan.  sh.Ued  and 
shrllcd  a^iiin  bv  the  tn<iny,  who  hal<s  to  have  us  thtrc. 

UV  have  taktn  it  sfvtral  times,  but  th<-  evtiiiiiK's  slu-lMin- 
forced  ns  Irorn  |)art  of  it.  When  they  come,  our  shcll-lin 
slaslus  them  to  death.  So  much  f)f  it  is  No  .Man's  Land,  and 
a  devilish  place. 

Hut  we  hold  a  };rcat  stretch  of  f.'round  aft<T  the  Uattlc  of 

the  Woods. 


If 
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\r  Ovillds  tli'Tc  lias  Inrii  ficri'i'  fiirhtiii'^  tu-»l.iy,  uiiicli  has 
.'.liiuil  tor  lis  s'-viral  iinportiiiit  bits  '•!'  tniiih  and  >,'rouiHl. 
l.ikiiii,'  up  wilii  iillur  srpanitc  points  :ili\;idy  won.  so  iiuit  llii> 
li'  rniiiii  stnuifiliold  is  closely  lKsicj»(<l. 

Till-  iiRiuv  to-«hiy  was  IximhaviliTi'^  onr  i)o>iti()n-;  roMnd 
(onlahnaison  and  Maimtz  WoikI  witii  a  nio>t  forniidahlc 
I  arra>,'c,  and  as  I  watc-ht  d  tiiis  froui  a  vantai.'i  -point  lookiiijf 
arross  ii  widi-  stn  tcli  of  the  hai  ih  liilds  il  s(  t  ni<  d  to  im-  that 
tii<'  Germans  niinhl.  be  pn  parin;;  a  stronij  ooiint(  r-at!ack  iilon-^ 
that  line. 

Nearer  to  Tiiiepval  it  was  stran<:ely  fpiiit  after  the  j^rtat 
tiu'htinfj  a  week  and  more  ai^o. 

The  villaiie  of  Tiiiepval  itself  was  deadly  (piiet  in  the  German 

lines  of  bn)wn,  bombarded  tiutli,  beyond  our  whiter  trenches. 

What  was  once  a  wood  there,  about  red-roofed  barns  and  houses 

and  an  old  church  tower,  is  now  only  a  number  of  charred  stumps 

licking  up  from  the  brick-dust  and  ruin  of  thesr  buildintjs. 

Behind  Thiepval,  captured  and  lost  by  our  soUlitrs  after 
lu  roic  lifjhtin^r  and  great  sacrilice  on  July  1,  could  Iv  seen  the 
places  which  the  enemy  is  holding  in  his  second  iiiu;  of  defence, 
till-  next  line  of  village  fortresses. 

They  were  marked  by  the  tall  chimney  oi  Courcelette,  the 
wooda  of  Grandcourt,  and  the  church  spire  of  Irles.  And 
Mure,  standing  high  and  clear  hIkivc  the  riilge,  was  one  land- 
aiark  which  has  been  famous  Ixfore  in  the  war  ami  will  be 
again  before  the  war  is  ended.  It  was  the  chx-k-tower  of 
iJapaimic,  and  ii"  the  sun  had  been  shininy  oti  il  ue  eiiuld  ii.tvc 
read  the  tiaic  of  day. 
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Oil  111-  r'ultr<-  .'I'tovc  'I'liirpval  wen-  little  tiiovitiT  riiiurcs. 

•■  (icniii'ir-."'  vaiti  ji  scrmaiit  uitli  ori'-  i  yt-  to  liis  ylii^s. 

TIk  re  wiis  a  lot  of  tli<  iii,  crawiiiiu  alxiut  lik<  ants,  hut  noin- 
of  our  s!i- Us  fell  atiioiiir  lluni.  All  },'iiris  w<ri'  busy  on  other 
work  fiirth«  r  !<•  IIh-  riu'ht.  when-  the  siiink<-  of  ijrcat  sh<Ils  rose 
lik<-  sninul(l(  riiiir  lins  ovir  all  thf  urouiid  from  (hilKrs  to 
Montauhan. 


Tin-  li<,'hlin<r  for  ()vill<  rs  has  l)(<ii  hard.  Moody,  and  dose. 
Many  ol'oiir  iik  ii  havr  diid  to  t,'aiii  a  yard  <.r  two  of  <arth\vork. 
There  have  1"  eii  trreat  adventnn  s  in  the  eaptnrinjr  of  some 
l)its  of  hroken  hriok  or  the  workiii;,'  round  a  tlitch  below  the 
ri  ninants  of  a  wall. 

I'luier  ;>  stea<ly  drive  of  m.-ichine-trnn  bull  ts  sweopini:  all 
th.'  rrroiMid.  men  of  ours  from  Ch(  shire  and  another  Kn^lish 
t'ounlv  in  the  north  have  crept  forward  at  ni«.'ht  with  a  few 
hand-L'renad(s  and  llnnj,'  th<  nis.lves  airainst  tlu-  c-iieniy's 
Ix.nibiim'-posts  and  barricades  and  fought  liercely  to  smasli 
down  t!ie  saridbairs  or  brickwork  and  ;,'et  a  few  more  yards 
of  clr.ir  ),'ro\ind. 

They  iiavc  sapped  th(  ir  way  under','round  and  blown  up  the 
roofs  of  va\dts  when  G(  rnians  lay  in  liidini,'  with  niachinc-<»ntis. 
Thev  have  fouj,'ht  in  sniall  parties,  <,'aiuint,'  isolated  points  in 
111'  soiithern  part  of  the  \  il!a;,'c,  and  holdini,'  on  to  them  under 
heavv  lire  until  only  a  fev.  nun  remained  alive,  still  hoKlinc  on. 
ThVr-  have  b(  <  n  fi;,'hts  to  the  death  between  a  handful  of 
'•'.nirlish  or  Irish  soldit  rs  and  a  do/.cn  or  more  (ie  rmans,  nu  etinj^ 
fach  other  in  the  darkness  of  deep  cellars  quarried  out  from  the 
chalk  s\d)soil,  and  Carman  punners  peering  out  of  slits  in  concrete 
emplacements  l>eIow-rrrf)und  and  firini,'  bursts  of  bullets  de)Wii 
the  roadway  have  found  themselves  suddenly  in  the  prasp  of 
men  covtnd  with  white  clay  risinj,'  out  of  holes  in  the  earth, 
with  no  w(a[)ons  but  their  picks. 

Oviilers  is  ;i  place  of  abominable  ruin. 

'•Do  you  know  Neuvillc-St.-Vaast  ?  "  asked  an  oflicer  this 
niornini,',  and  when  I  nodded  (because  I  had  a.  near  call  there) 
he  said,  "  Oviilers  beats  it  hollow  for  shier  amiihilation." 

Tlu  re  is  iiwthi;i-=  left  of  it  except  d\ist.  There  is  not  h  wall 
standing  two  f<tt  high,  or  a  bit  of  a  wall.  The  j,nins  have 
swept  it  Hat. 


TiarjVmK^    I'    Ta;"t  :=^^ 
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Hill  iiiifltr^'roimd  lii.rc  iir.-  still  gnal  rdliirs  fHiivrrH-<l  nut 
1  V  inh.ihitiints  who  huvt-  loiiir  •!<  «l.  mxl  i'>  t*'*""'  •'>''  t;<rnuuis 
..p   hdldinf,'  out  ftuuiust  our  attjicks  nn<l  our  bornl).ir«ltn<-nts. 

Iltiivy  slulls  have  o|Miir(l  up  sonic  of  tluni.  hiuI  tilltd  lluin 
s^iUi  (had  and  wounded,  »)ut  many  still  stand  stroii|i,  and  out 
of  tlu  ni  couK-  the  tiutny's  maihim'-j?iuis  and  l)omluTs  to  niakr 
countc  r-attacks  a^ainst'thc  ditches  and  d«bris  from  which  ..ur 
men  arc  working  forward.  The  ground  is  pitt.d  with  -nor- 
,ii(>us  shdl-holcs,  in  which  nu-n  lie  huricd.  Ovill.  rs  is  |MTh:ii»> 
M'oro  ghastly  than  any  ruined  ground  along  tin  front. 


I  If 
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It  was  at  S  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  July  7  that  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  village  was  taken  by  assault.  The  North- 
eountryinen  advanced  from  a  line  to  the  north  of  La  Hoisselle 
alter  a  great  bombardment,  and  went  over  open  ground  to  the 
!;ibyrinth  of  tniiches  which  defend  the  village.  These  had 
S.HU  smashed  into  a  timiult  of  earth  and  sandbags,  but.  as 
i;^ual,  some  of  the  German  machine-gunners  had  been  mitouched 
HI  their  dug-outs,  and  they  came  up  to  serve  their  machin*  s 
us  soon  as  our  barrage  lifted. 

Other  Germans  defended  themselves  with  bomb>  'h<  rr 
was  savage  lighting  between  the  broken  traverses,  i  .hell- 
craters,  and  in  ditches.  Many  of  our  men  fell,  but  others 
ramc  up  and  pushed  farther  forward.  One  olTicer  and  a  man 
(.r  two  ran  straight  towards  a  German  machinc-gim  which  was 
rioing  deadly  work,  and  knocked  it  out  with  a  well-.unuil 
l.omb.  But  higher  up  on  this  ma/c  of  broken  trenches  was  a 
(lerman  rcdo<ibt,  from  which  machine-gun  fire  came  in  streanis. 

Some  Irish  soldiers  tried  to  storm  the  place  but  suffered 
I.eavv  casualties  in  front  of  the  redoubt.  It  was  deci<led  to 
tall  back  a  little  and  re-form  the  line  for  the  night,  and  all 
through  the  night  the  men  worked  to  build  up  barricades  to 
( ut  off  the  enemy  from  the  southern  end  of  the  village. 

That  end  was"  being  "  cleaned  out "  of  Germans,  wh<»  win 
routed  out  of  cellars.  Many  of  them  were  glad  to  surnnd^  r 
and  grateful  for  the  life  they  had  expectetl  to  lose. 

''  We  took  bags  of  'em,"  said  an  ofliccr  in  charge  of  this 

work. 

Next  day  the  men  worked  their  way  forward  al)ove-ground 


I 
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;iii(i  l)«  |ciw-<_'ri>ui«i|.      .Soiiu  en  |)l  (lilt  <.f  u  (I  it  ell  iilul  woikn!  ii|»  lo 
a  lM>iiihii)t.'-|iitsl  niu<li-  1>>  ol  Ik  i-s  «>ii  (In   1<  it  <»l  tli'-  \  ilia;;*-. 

Aimthi T  body  nl'  frtiops  iiuulc  a  -luldfii  IVirvsard  tiiu\<  im  nt. 
tiiid  takiiij,'  th<  cm  my  l>y  Mir|irisr  uiarchtd  roiii-.ci  tlx-  M".  and 
took  ii|>  a  liiif  ri^lit  a«Ttiss  (li'  sdiitli-ui  >l  (  nd  of  ()\  illtr> 
\\itli'>ut  l(»>>..  'lh:it  was  a  '^'nal  j,'aii,.  wiiidi  i  riiililrd  our  iiirii 
t«»  link  up  IVoMi  s.  (laralf  |N)ints.  'I  he  linhliny  to-day  lia-.  Imhi 
a  liirtlur  iinwivs  of  littinj'  itp  tins  ji<.'-si«\v  |i.i/./ir  of  i-i-litcd 
U'nmps  who  lia\i-  l)r<  ii  hnrr()\viiii»  int'i  tiic  (•  rmati  >ln»nyl!til(l. 


A  '^rv.A  aii\- ntiirc.  <>r  wli.it  flir  <.Hici  r^  call  a  tin'  "stniil."' 
was  t'arritil  out  I'y  some  Lmcasliirc  int  n  nn  th<'  ri!,dit  nl"  tlv 
village.  Thry  were  t(.ld  to  send  did,  a  patrol  in(rlan(!  in  tii< 
din ction  ol'  I'o/icrcs. 

I  lliiiik,  to  til.  yonnif  «»lli(crs  in  <liar>,'c.  if  Tiiust  have  sc  incd 
rathiT  like  a  pleasant  suu'ijcstion  to  yo  and  discover  the  North 
Poh  or  the  Maj.'neti<'  North.  Ilowtvtr.  tin  id<  a  app«a!td  to 
them  ;  th<  y  woidd  sec  sonn  new  country,  and  there  was  (piitc 
a  chance  of  in«ii\  idiial  liLrhtiny.  which  is  so  much  In-ttcr  than 
heiujr  killi  «l  in  a  ditch  by  slull-fm-. 

With  tluni  w.  nt  a  youiiff  machine-;,'!  in  olllct  r,  who  is  justly 
proud  of  ha\  int;  ;.'onc  out  with  sixteen  machiiu-;,'uns  and,  as 
yon  shall  hear,  of  comin<j  back  with  twenty. 

I  know  that  hi  is  pleased  with  liimscll",  as  he  ou<»ht  to  be, 
because-  hi  had  a  laviyhin<»  lijjht  in  his  eyes  when  I  js':»^^"  him 
a  lilt  in  a  car  on  the  way  back  to  a  jjood  dinner,  and  having,' 
escaped  without  a  scratch  (and  four  extra  i/uris)  it  is  no  wonder 
that  he  thouyiit  this  Hdventure  "  a  toppint;  bit  of  work."" 

It  Wiis  sallant  work,  and  as  far  as  the  lirst  day  went,  without 
loss.  The  little  company  of  men  struck  north-eastwards  up 
an  ohl  bit  of  communicut ion-trench,  and  i>art  of  the  way  in 
tjje  open,  in  the  twilijiht  and  the  darkness  that  followed.  They 
were  yoinj!  sleadily  into  (.ierman  territory,  to  tlie  higli  irround 
which  slopi  s  dowi»  from  Po/icns. 

Tliere  were  lots  of  Germans  about — thoiisaiuls  of  them  not 
enormously  far  away — but  tlu  y  did  not  exptct  u  visit  Hke  this, 
aiui  were  not  watchful  of  this  piece  of  t»round. 

.\fter  w<)rkiii<;  forward  for  somethinir  like  a  mile  they  came 
to  a  redoubt  inhabited  bv  (iernian  bombers. 
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Wluit  lmppiiu-<l  tlun  is  not  v*  ry  rlntr  to  m  .  und  was 
i.ilMiiily  iiol  v.ry  fl<iir  to  thr  (itriiiiins.  Itiit  lhi>>  pt.Mi-  was 
|):isMd  siircts-Hliilly,  unii  it  was  lurthiT  <«n  that  my  iiiiiihiiu-yun 
tririid  (thr  f.  lU.w  with  the  s}mrklc  in  his  rvis)  iiunuMtl  his 

imiihIm  r  «'f  yuiis. 

This  part  <>r  liis  advinlun  i^  :ilsc>  soiik  uliat  (•(.tifii>«tl.  a> 
most  lit'litiiiL'  i>-.  lit'  tells  mm-  that  h«-  "  pitu  Im«I  "  lh<  umiiis. 
\|n(.  Ili.it  h«  nuuli  '•  ii  ha?  of  "nii."  Anyhovs.  In-  «;i|)hircd 
llicni.  and  has  l)r(»iiuht  lh«  iii  tmck,  which  i«»  a  vtry  »;<"«»  proof 
tliat  thiy  Win-  tjkk< n. 

So  far  all  went  \m  II.  The  iiitrhf  was  sp<  nt  in  (•niisoiidntiiii'  this 
cvtraordiiiary  position  ri^lit  iit  th(  In  art  of  tnrniati  trrritory. 
and  all  IK  \t  (hiy  our  iiu  n  stayrd  Ih.  n-.  Thry  had  :i  wotid.rfnl 
\i(W  of  the  comitry  Mow  thtni,  saw  many  fhinu's  worth 
notiiii?  for  fiitiiri-  iisf.  and  s(  iit  Ixirsts  «.f  iiiiuhini -«"n  •»«•«• 
rit  th<-  inerny's  infantry  moviiii.'  down  to  attack  our  lnH>ps. 

Hilt  it  wius  too  h'xmI  to  last.  Thf  tucmy  Ihc.iiik'  awarr 
that  they  w<  ri  hriiijr  hit  from  a  position  whtn  iioiu-  of  our 
tr(K)|)s  could  possibly  \m\  accordiny  to  thf  lojric  of  thing's. 

They  could  haidi>  bilitvc  their  ryes,  I  imapu'  ,  wh.  n  thty 
saw  these  ill<»i,'ical  \  ouni»  genthmeii  making'  th<inselves  at 
home  in  this  cxtmin  ly  advanced  post. 

There  nuist  ha\e  h<en  some  f.iirhtful  worils  used  by  (lerinan 
(.llic«rs  before  tluy  ordered  an  infantry  attack  to  <lear  these 
Knglishmen  out.  The  infantrv'  came  down  a  tniuh  from 
I'ozieres,  but  as  thty  came  tluy  were  met  l>y  a  stream  of 
ni:ichine.f,nm  fire  ilirect<-d  by  the  younR  ollieer  who  had 
•  pinched  "  four  nmre  guns  than  he  had  taken  out. 

They  suffen-d  heavy  casualtii-s,  and  the  attjick  broke  down. 
Hut  then  the  enemy  put  his  j,nms  to  work,  as  hi  always  dws 
.vlun  his  infantry  fails,  and  what  had  been  a  ^r.  at  adventure, 
with  a  sportirii,'  chance,  became  a  deadly  business,  with  all 
Ihc  (Kids  against  our  mt  n. 

The  eniniy's  sh<ll-fire  was  cone*  ntrated  heavily  upon  this 
one  bit  of  trench  away  out  in  the  open,  and  the  ground  was 
ploughed  up  with  high  explosives.  The  inaehiiu-guns  wen- 
take  n  back,  but  the  Hritisi;  h»  Id  on  luitil  at  last  only  lui  ollieer 
and  six  men  were  left. 

Those  who  came  back  unwounded  numbered  in  the  end  only 
one  otlicir  and  one  man — with  the  exception  of  a  m  r-j*  ant  who 
staved  behind  with  a  wounded  Irishrr^n.     He  would  not  leave 
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his  comrade,  and  for  thirty-six  hojirs  stayed  out  in  his  exposed 
position,  with  heavy  shells  fallinfj  on  every  side  of  him. 

Th(!  Irishman  was  delirious,  and  making  such  a  noise  that 
his  friend  knocked  him  on  the  head  to  keep  him  quiet.  Every 
time  a  slu  11  hurst  near  him  he  shouted  out,  "  You've  missed 
uic  again,  Fritz." 

Hut  the  sergeant  himself  kept  his  wits.  He  is  a  Lancashire 
man  and  with  all  the  doR^'ed  pluck  of  Lancashire. 

When  t.ic  Vwmbardment  (juietened  down  he  brought  back 
his  fri(  nd,  and  then  went  out  to  No  Man's  Land  to  search  for 
another  one. 

5 

liui  let  us  not  foriet  that  our  men  have  not  the  monopoly  of 
eourai,'^  in  th-s  war.  Wo  have  against  us  a  brave  enemy,  and 
again  and  again  durnig  this  battle  our  oflicers  and  men  have 
paid  a  tribute  to  the  stubborn  fighting  (pialities  of  the  German 
soldiers. 

•'  For  goodness'  sake,"  said  one  ofllcer.  "  get  rid  of  that 
strange  idea  in  the  minds  of  many  people;  at  home  that  we  are 
lighting  old  men  and  boys  and  crip{)les. 

'"  All  the  Germans  we  have  met  and  captured  have  been  big, 
hifty  fdlows,  well  fed  until  our  bombardment  stopped  their 
food,  and  with  plenty  of  pluck  in  them. 

••  The  courage  of  their  macliine-gunners  especially  is — worse 
luck  for  us — quite  splendid." 

As  far  as  food  goes  the  watchword  of  the  German  jwople  is 
'■  soldit  rs  first." 

That  they  arc  suffering  themselves  seems  certain  from  the 
letti  rs  found  in  great  numbers  in  their  captured  dug-outs.  It 
seems  to  me  incredible  that  these  should  be  fictitious. 

Th<y  bear  in  every  line  the  imprint  of  bitter  truth,  and  they 
read  like  a  cry  from  starving  people. 

'■  You  reproach  me  with  writing  so  little  to  you.  What  can 
1  write  ?  If  I  told  the  truth  about  conditions  here  1  should 
be  loektd  up,  and  as  I  do  not  wish  to  writ<'  lies  to  you  I  had 
betl(  r  say  nothing. 

''  We  have  tickets  lor  everything  now — Hour,  meat,  sausage, 
i)utter,  fat,  potatcKS,  sugar,  soup,  etc.  We  are  really  nothing 
more  than  tickets  ours^'lves." 

And  in  another  letter  from  Cologne  : 


THE  FIGHT  FOR  OVILLERS  109 

'•  Hunger  is  making  itself  felt  here.  During  the  week  none 
of  tlie  faniilics  received  any  potatoes.  The  allowance  now  is 
one  egg  per  head  per  week  and  half  a  pound  of  bread  and  fifty 
1,'ramnies  of  butter  per  head  per  day. 

"  England  is  not  so  wrong  about  starving  us  out.  If  the 
war  lasts  three  months  longer  we  shall  be  done.  It  is  a  terrible 
time  for  Germany.     God  is  pimishing  us  too  severely." 

There  is  only  bne  satisfaction  in  these  pitiful  letters.  It  is 
till-  hope-  it  gives  \is  that  the  enemy— not  these  poor  wonun 
:ind  children,  but  the  Devil  at  the  back  of  the  business— will 
realize  soon  that  war  docs  not  pay,  and  wiil  haul  down  the 
lla<T  with  its  skull  and  cross-bones. 
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July  15 

I'oi;  ;i  littif  whili'-yts.  and  «n'cii  now—  it  has  scorned  somt-thinj^ 
riitlicr  niiirvilloiis.  We  have  hrokrii  throu!,'!!  the  enemy's 
seeoiid  hue  ;  tlironi,'h,  iiiid  beyoiul  on  a  front  of  two  and  a 
!  air  iiiil;  s.  and  I'or  tf-  lirst  time  since  Oetoh.  r  of  191 1  eavalry 
has  lui  n  in  action.  Men  who  foutriit  in  the  n  treat  from  Mons. 
the  Utile  remnant  !>ft,  look  hack  on  the  old  days  when  tin- 
enemy's  avalanche  of  men  swept  down  <»n  them  anil  say,  as 
one  said  to  nu-  yesterday,  "  Throu;^h  the  second  line?  Then 
we  havt-  l)roken  the  evil  spell."  So  it  seems  to  nu  n  who  fon!,'ht 
in  the  lirst  battle  of  Vpres,  or  in  the  second,  and  then  for  a 
year  more  stood  in  their  trenches  stariny  throuifii  K)opholes  at 
the  /iiZ/.MU'  of  (iern'an  lines,  barb-wired,  dieply  dn<?,  fortiiied 
with  redonbts,  maehine-<,'un  emplaet  nients,  and  stroi.„-  places 
— a  jfreat  system  of  earthworks  on  hii,'h  uround,  nearly  always 
on  hijfh  {fronnd,  which  made  one  f^row  cold  to  see  in  aeroplane 
photographs — snj)ported  by  masses  of  .<,'nns  which  had  been 
rcfiisten  (1  on  every  road  and  trench  of  onrs. 

To  smash  throu<,'h  that  conid  be  ilonc  at  a  jircat  cost.  Given 
a  c<rtain  nnmber  of  ji^nns  on  u  certain  len<:th  of  front,  with 
hardened  troops  ready  for  a  bijr  dash,  anil  there  was  no  donbt 
that  we  eoidd  break  the  enemy's  lirst  line,  or  systt  ni,  as  wi 
broki-  tiu-ounh  at  Nenve  Chapelle  and  at  Loos.  Hut  after- 
wards ?  That  was  the  hard  thing  to  sol\  < .  No  one  on  the 
Westirn  front  had  found  the  fornuda  to  carry  the  offensive 
beyond  the  lirst  line  without  coniintj  to  a  dtad  check  at  a  river 
of  blood.  'Jhe  French  troops  who  broke  through  in  the 
(."ham])aLrnc  fell  before  Ihey  reachi  d  riic  second  line.  At 
Loos,  lliuhlanders  and  Londoners  swept  through  the  lirst  lim 
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.  !ul  tli(  ti.  at  Hill  70  and  Hulliich,  wcro  faced  by  annihilatiiii; 
lire,  and  cotild  po  no  farthfr  except  to  death.  .  .  .  Hut  to-day 
\('  lu-oUe  the  second  German  line. 


I  liad  the  hick  to  irive  t!i»'  news  to  some  of  onr  men  who  hatl 

nvM    woiHKlfd   ea"ly    in   tlu-    •)att!(\     It    was   worth   a   k'np's 

ransom  to  m*-  their  j,'ladne>s.       •'  Have  we  irot  fhronpF     sir  .'  '' 

;isked   ;in    Knc'hsh    boy,    baiidaped   ahout    the   liead   and    face. 

\\  'ic  !i  I  tohl  him  a  <:r< ;'  li'_'ht  eanu-  into  his  eyes,  and  he  said, 

•  \W  .Jove  !  .  .  .  Thafs  pretty  -rood  !  "' 

A  woiindid  ofHcer  raised  himself  on  a  stn  tcher  and  called 

it  to  mi'  as  I  jiassed.  "Any  news?  .  .  .  How  ar<'  we  doinp 
II])  t litre  ?  .  .  .  What,  riijht  throiiirh  ?  .  .  .  Oh,  s|)lendid  !  " 
H-eaMsc  I  had  conu'  down  from  the  battlefield  and  mifjht  know 
(in  thinjr,  ollicers  and  nu  n  on  the  roads  asked  <aser  questions. 
V  oetof  came  out  of  an  «»peralini,'-theatre  in  a  iieid-itospital. 
Il(  was  very  l.tisy  there  with  men  who  could  not  answer 
(|iuvtions.  He  stood  for  a  niomcnt  in  the  doorway  of  the  tent 
.vipin^'  his  haiids  on  a  towel. 

■'  How's  it  poinj^  ?     Have  w<'  broken  tIirou<:h  Y  " 

He  stare<l  at  me  when  I  answered,  as  though  searehins»  for 
the  truth  in  me,  and  said,  "  Sure  ?  .  .  .  I  hardly  thought  we 
(onld  «io  it." 

'J'he  news  spread  quickly  hthinrl  the  lines,  and  there  has  been 
a  queer  thrill  in  the  air  to-day,  exciting  men  with  the  promise 
nf  victory.  I  think  they,  t(H>,  feel  that  an  evil  spell  has  b<  <  ii 
i>roken  because  British  soldiers  have  broken  the  second  German 
iiue.     Their  hopes  run  ahcjid  of  the  facts. 

Their  imagination  has  visions  of  an  immediate  German  rout, 
;iiid  the  enormous  patience  of  the  French  people,  incredulous, 
;itler  two  years,  of  any  quick  ending,  is  not  shared  by  some  of 
Mur  young  otliecrs  and  men,  who  Iwlieve  that  wv  have  the  enemy 
I  in  tiie  run.  not  renKmbtring  his  third  liru-,  and  fourth,  and  G<xl 
knows  how  many  more. 

For  a  dav.  anyhow,  victory  has  been  in  the  air,  and  because 

t   was  the  11th  of  July,  France's  day,  there  are  Hags  waving 

rwrvwhere,   on   wayside   cottages  and    barns  and   across   the 

-fr,.,ts    f>t'   au    old    Freoeli    town.     Women    and    children    an' 

earrying   the  tricolour,   and   as  our   wounded  come  down   in 
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ambolaiict  s  unci  lorrirs,  mostly  lirrlitly  wounded  nun  str:ii<,'ht 
out  <;f  the  huttlr,  'Acariiij?  G(  rinau  lu  Inuts  on  bundaund  heads. 
waviiiK  bandu<,'((l  hands,  or  staring  out  f,'ravely,  with  a  pain 
in  Uuir  eyes,  at  the  life  oi'  liie  n.ads  wliich  is  th(irs  ajjain,  the 
lla^s  l!utt(  r  uj)  to  thcin  and  lau;.diin<,'  u'irls  cry,  "  Merci. 
euniarades  !  "  and  old  in'  n  stand  on  the  roadsides  raisinj:  their 
hats  t«)  these  boys  of  ours  v.ho  ha\ c  won  baek  a  mile  or  two 
more  of  the  soil  of  France  and  have  l>n  n  touched  by  lire. 

All  that  is  I  art  (-1  tiic  emotion  which  beloni^s  to  war,  the 
St  ntiment  and  tiie  faith  and  the  hope  without  which  men  coul'i 
not  (i<:ht  nor  wfimen  hide  tin  ir  tears. 

Hut  the  business  of  war  itMlf  is  diffrniit  and  of  a  ;,'riinm(r 
kind,  not  athnittinj:  sentiment  to  thosi-  Generals  of  ours  who 
have  been  calculating,'  chances  based  upon  the  position  of 
their  fzmis,  the  cpiantity  of  their  aiumunitiou,  their  reserves  of 
men,  the  enemy's  dispositions,  r<  so\irc<s,  and  diniculties,  and 
ail  liie  michanies  of  a  ^Teat  battle.  Tin  >  liavi  had  U>  study 
human  nature,  too,  as  will  as  thi  mu chanism  of  war.  To  how 
j:reat  a  test  could  they  put  these  battalions  of  ours  in  the  plan 
to  smash  the  German  second  line?  How  \(m^.  for  ii  incc, 
could  they  "  stick  it  "  in  Hernafay  Wood  and  the  Trones  Wood  ? 
Was  it  possible  to  put  in  iroops  already  tin  il  by  hard  liixhtins  ? 
How  could  they  be  replaced  by  fresh  troops  ?  .  .  .  A  thousand 
])roblems  of  man-j)ower  and  ^im-pow*  r  which  must  be  reckoned 
(Mit,  without  nmch  marLfin  of  error,  if  all  the  cost  of  the  first 
part  of  the  battle-  a  tragic  cost—  w\  re  to  be  justified  by  success 
in  the  second  part. 

Working  niirht  and  day,  snalehinji  a  little  sleep  anil  a  little 
food  at  odd  hours,  in  constant  touch  with  telephones  whispering 
nussa-.'is  from  headquarters,  batteries,  battalion  conmianders 
in  the  lield,  receiving  reports  of  local  succtsses  and  local  failures 
of  German  coimter-attacks,  of  German  reinforcements  iii  guns 
and  men,  our  Divisitjual  Cii  lurals  and  Brigadiers,  keepini,'  in 
touch  with  Corps  Generals  and  Army  Generals,  had  to  prepare 
for  the  second  bi;,'  blow.     It  would  have  to  be  cpiick  and  hard. 


There  had  been  a  whole  fortnight's  figliting  since  the  great 
attack  was  launehed  on  the  Fir.t  i,f  July,  aiid  it  had  been 
\ery  desperate  fighting.     On  the  left  from  Hebutcrnc  down 
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to  r>(  ;iutnoiit-Hamtl  the  lirrtiic  sdf-sacrificc  of  jfrcat  iminbors 
nf  riKii  hiid  not  hcin  rrwardcd  by  siiccoss.  That  side  of  the 
(i(  rinan  fortrcss-Iiius  had  rcinaijcd  standinj^ — broken  in  |)laces, 
hut  not  carried  nor  held  after  the  first  bloody  assault^-. 

Th'  enemy  had  coneetitrated  hi.  defensive  streiifjlh  at  that 
i  ;irt  (T  the  line,  brlievin;;  the  main  attack  was  to  be  delivered 
th>  n  .  and  it  was  one  vast  redoub!  crammed  with  machine-f^uns 
which  scythed  down  battalions  of  our  men  as  they  advanced 
with  incomparable  valour.  Farth'T  south  the  stronghold  of 
Ovillers  was  not  yet  taken.  thoupi>  almost  surrounded,  and 
iM  iietrated  by  Ixxlies  of  gr(  nadicrs  bon.binfj  their  way  into  the 

I'liirries  and  cellars. 

It  was  throuj^h  the  southern  bastion  of  the  German  fortress 
iin^ition  that  c«ur  trooi)s  had  stormed  their  way,  and  in  fourteen 
il;i\s  of  hard  stubborn  rij,'htinr»  they  had  struR<»led  forward 
u|)  the  hi^^h  }:n"t)und  from  the  Fricourt  Uidi^e  to  the  Montauban 
Ilidije.     In  my  dispatches  I  have  endeavoured  to  record  the 

i:irrative  of  these  daily  battles,  and  to  j»ivi-  some  faint  .idea 

i  the  wonderful  couraj^e  and  tenacity  of  our  men,  who  captun'd 
(  Diitalmaison  and  lost  it  and  captured  it  ajjain  imder  ti-rriblc 

loniis  of  (ire,  who  went  forward  to  the  Battle  of  the  VWu'ds, 
fiL'litin;,'  for  every  yard  of  the  way  iti  Hailiff  Wood  on  the  left. 
.■.ml  Tr6ncs  Wood  on  the  rij^ht,  and  Mametz  Woo<l  in  the  centre, 
with  little  copses  of  naked  tree-trunks  round  about,  into  which 
'he  enemy  hurled  his  hi<;h  explosives. 

\Vave  after  wave  of  splendid  men  went  up.  Not  one  of 
;ii -M-  places  was  won  easily.     The  spirit  of  our  race,  all  the  steel 

ii  it.  all  the  lire  in  its  blood,  was  needed  to  fjain  the  jjround 
swi  pt  by  nuiehine-ijuns  and  ploughed  by  shells.  Tlnre  were 
'niirs  when  men  of  weaker  stcx;k  would  have  dtspaired  and 
}i<  Ided.  Hilt  these  men  of  ours  woiikl  not  be  beaten.  Fresh 
waves  of  them  went  to  get  back  in  the  morning  what  had  been 
io-it  at  night,  or  at  night  what  had  been  lost  by  day  b< cause  of 
■In-  fire  which  had  destroyed  those  who  had  gone  u})  hrst. 
And  every  day  they  made  a  little  progress,  thrusting  forward 
:in  advance  post  here,  winning  a  new  bit  of  wood  there,  bombing 
fii  •  (Jermans  l;ack  from  ground  wc  needed  fur  a  new  advance. 

There  was  not  a  man  among  all  our  men  who  had  any 
misunderstanding  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  strugifle.     I  have 
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Hmt  (»th<r  men  rould  br<Jtk  it.  I  know  that  many  of  these 
men.  quite  siinpl*-  Tellows,  felt  individually  that  upon  his 
sin<r!e  counKje.  his  last  bit  of  pnshfiil  stnn<rth,  his  last  stumble 
ov<T  a  vard  of  earth  towards  that  secoii'l  German  line.  d.  pended, 
as  far  "as  one  man's  strength  tells,  the  success  of  the  jfreat 
attack.  It  was  this  spirit  which  made  them  shout  "No 
surrender  !  "  when  siim  nd«r  woidd  have  been  an  easy  way  of 
escape,  and  "stick  it"  in  plac»s  of  infernal  horror.  I  write 
the  i^lain  uiiNarni>he(l  truth. 

It  w>is  wh.  II  Contalmaison— the  Slron'_'h<»ld  of  the  Woods- 
was  iinally  and  secun  ly  taken,  when  Manutz  \Vo(m1  and 
liail  ff  Wood  were  mostly  otirs,  and  whm  our  positions  were 
strcuirtlKned  at  Montauban  with  some  footiuir  in  Trones  Wood, 
that  t  he  attack  upon  the  second  (icrman  line  beeanu  possible.  It 
wav  f..rtlr'*  moment  that  otir  Gen<rals  were  now  waitinir  and 
imjiaririL'.  M(  ii  were  there  who  had  fought  lony  in  the  Ypres 
sali<  i>t.  hardened  to  every  i)hase  of  trench  warfare,  and  men 
who  had  won  lmi  at  honour  in  the  Loos  salient,  and  men,  all 
of  th(  ni.  who  had  the  spirit  of  attack. 

I  watelnd  th'  m  jtaxsiiifr  alontr  the  roads  towartls  the  front, 
saw  old  friinds  in  their  ranks,  and  knew,  as  1  looked,  that  in 
all  tlie  world  there  are  not  more  splendid  soldi-  rs.  Hardened 
by  a  louu'  campaign,  bron/ed  to  the  colour  of  thdr  belts, 
niarchiuLT  with,  most  perfect  discipline,  these  handsome,  clean- 
cut  nun  went  into  the  battldield  whistling  as  on  the  first  day 
of  the  batth  th(  ir  comrades  had  gone  sin<xinu.  thou<fh  they 
knew  that  in  a  few  hours  it  woidd  be  hell  for  them.  As  I 
watclnd  them  ])ass  somethinj:  broke  in  my  heart  so  that  I 
could  have  wept  silly  tears.  There  w(  re  oth.r  men,  harder 
than  I.  who  were  stirred  by  the  same  emotion,  and  cursed  the 
war. 


The  attack  was  to  begin  Ixfore  the  dawn.  Behind  the  lines, 
as  I  went  up  to  the  front  in  the  darkness,  the  little  villages  of 
France  were  asle(  p.  It  was  a  nipht  of  bi  auty,  very  warm  and 
calm,  with  a  moon  giving  a  milky  light  to  th<-  \\orld.  Clouds 
trailed  across  it  without  obsc\iring  its  brightness,  and  there  was 
only  one  star  visil)le— a  watchful  eye  up  there  looking  down 
upon  the  battlefulds. 

The  whitewashed  walls  of  cottages  and  barns  appeared  out 
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,.r  L'rriit  utiIf->  <>r  ^llilll!^u,  ami  tncs  on  liit'li  irrinnui  alxv.'  tht- 
ti.  Ids  wciv  cut  Mack  a;.'iii!ist  the  iiKK.nliirht.  Warm  ^r«  nts 
,if  li:iv  and  iiKMst  cartli.  and  nc\v-l)akcd  bread,  and  the  acrid 
^rntHOt'  French  farmyards  came  upon  the  air.  Farthi-r  for- 
\\  :il  then-  was  still  yreat  (|uictude  aUjnir  the  roads,  l)iit  hen- 
ami  tlu  re  lotm  sii])!)ly  columns  and  ambulance  convoys  loouud 
;  iacl.  uiidi  r  tli"  trees. 

Tlir  :!mh\;lanc- s  \V(  re  empty  before  the  hatll".  For  Mveral 
•  :, '.  ,  onlv  one  figure  stood  at  every  cross-road.  It  was  the 
li-ur  of  Christ  on  a  v.ayside  Calvary.  Sentries  <.a\<'  tlieir 
r!  aiienir*-.  as  f.n  th.'  lirst  niyht  oi  battle,  and  prt  s,  ntly  I  saw 
,,!!,.  r  soliliers  al)>)ut  in  the  dark  intri>-,  of  Fr  nch  courtyards. 
'''<.  irlia\()iuts  sluninL'lik-'  a  streak  of  li'^lit.  and  ollicers  standini,' 

.'itlur  Willi  whispcnd  cc/iisultatioiis.  and,  alonu'  -ide  roads, 
;,,  ;i  iiiarchin.LT. 

A  lon-^r  column  of  tluin  came  to  a  halt  to  let  ok;'  car  pass, 
II  I  I  looked  into  the  men's  eyes.  There  wa-^  a  younu'  oHicer 
Ml'  n  v.hosr  fac  I  should  know  if  I  saw  him  at:;au  in  the  world, 
1.  f.n.M-  it   was  in  the  rays  of  a  Ian!'  rn.  ;:nd  hi.d  a  white  liyht 

1  it.      He  h.'ul  the  look  of  Laiicilot. 

Tile  men  wer<'  very  <|uiet.  Very  (jiii' I  also  w.-re  camps  ol 
!!  ,  ti  and  horses  in  tit  Ids  di])pint:  down  to  liolh.w^  wh.  re  a  iVw 
I.  :, terns  twinkled,  and  presei-.tly  (juit  t  close  to  the  i-d^e  of  the 
!;;ttKr:'lds  I  passed  ijreat  columns  of  horse-ifiHiiiirs  and  horse 
•r,,iisi)ort  and  cavalry  with  tluir  lances  up.  and  In<lian  native 
i.:;valry,  still  as  statues.  The  men  were  drawn  up  aloni,'  the 
>!(!(■  of  the  road,  and  tli(  ir  fiirures  wen-  utterly  blaek  in  the 
.:  rkiuss  between  an  oM  mill-house  and  some  other  buildings. 
K-.ei  pt  for  one  man  wlio  was  huniminu'  a  i\\i\<-,  thy  were 
Mi.it/  silent,  and  they  hardly  stirred  in  tluir  sadiih  s.  They 
Ml  rill  el  to  be  waiting  with  some-  <.mm  e\|)ectatie)n. 

riic  re)ad  was  lined  with  trers  whie-h  maeie-  a  tunnel  with 
iN  loliaue,  and  at  eine  end  of  the  tunnel  wliieh  she.we  ei  a  patch 
"\'  sky  tlie're  were  stran<je  li<,'hts  llashiis!:,  like  tlamin^  swe)rds 
!';ttin<,'  thre-iimh  the  darkness.  We-  we-nt  up  te)wards  the 
l.'hts  and  te.wards  a  monstrous  tuniull  i>f  noise-,  and  walked 
^:rai:_'ht  acretss  country  te>wards  the  centre  eif  a  circle  of  tire 
"iiieh  was  all  re)und  us.     Our  artillery  was  smashint,'  the  GermiiU 
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1  a.  MT.lH.i,  p.  rhapv  .t   lo.,  trnut  l.nudh.  tlw  J.on.l.anlnun 
,.„,h,.,„uhth.lnntlulslof.I,.ly.     Tlun  .t  sr.  .nr.i  to  „„•  tlut 
„.,,,„„  ,.„,,,,  1,,  n,,r,.  ov.nsh.l.nin^  to  on.- s  mm.    a.u    s.ns.s. 
,5,a    tins   nas  u,.rs.  -    >non-  u.mdcrfnl  a.ui   tuon-   Irrn  .1.-.     As 
I  stn.nM,.!  ,>v,  r  broken  around  an.l  sh.ll-hol.s,  an.l  ..'of  oau.-ht 
ia  ,.oils  of  vs.rr.  a  rol.l  sw.at  bn.kr  out   upon  n.<     and  for  a 
itll,-  wlul.  1  ^vas  l.ornbly  afraid.     It  was  n..t  f.ar  lor  mys-  t. 
v,..s  iu.l   f<.,r.  tho  f.ar  thai  an  anin.d  n.ay  hav-  when  the 
•v   .stu!l   of  liuhtnin,^     ,   vnsuous  t.rror.      1  h<-   h.  11  of  ^^ar 
.nVircUd  us.  an,l  its  wav..  of  sou:kI  and  huht  '>-;'■«';;;;-;  ^^ 
Our  l.at.ri.s  w.n-  tirin-  will,  an  u.t.  ns.- tury.      liiHlash  s  of 
„,:.n.  V,  r.  awav  t.ack  lu  lund  us---.hnv  Uu  h.  avw  s  have-  th,-,r 
,  idin.'-pi=^^--  -'•'>  ov.-r  all  th.  ,'rouud  iu  front  o    ..ur  m-w  luu- 
•      ,;  'k.     Th.-v  .un.-  or.t  of  thr  blac-k  ,  arlh  w.th  short,  sharp 
,,al,s  ,4-  nd  llnuu-  whos.-  h.ht  UlU-.i  the-  hollows  w.th  jkk.Is  ol 
l.r-      And  the  skv  an.l  thr  rid-.s  of  ^M-o..nd  a.ul  thr  earthworks 
,,,i  nuns  an.l   w.mkIs  across  ..ur  lin.s  w.  n  ■  l.la/.n.i,'  Nv.th  tl„. 
,  *  Hs  ..f  bursting  sh.ils.      Hlin<lin,u   li.'ht   1.  apt   ab..ut   hkc  a 
';;il-.;.tlu-wisp.     l-ru-..n.l.tht..pall.h.h..n...ov. 
C-ontaln.ais.,n.   a.ui   ^av.-   a   sudd,  n   jm-turo,   ^hast       wh         c 
,h,  l.rok...  chalrau  with  stun.ps  ot  tr..s  about    t.      In 
^vas  bloth.l  .ml  bv  a  ,nat  blac-k.uss,  and  .nstantly  sh.  r  d    o 
llMu.  t/,  \V...>d  or  to  Montauba...  revealing  tlu.r  shi^p.s  mt.nsd 
,nd  th.  sIuUs  crashing  Iny.md  th..n,  unt.l  tluy  t  .o,  chsappc-am 
;;.,htlu.cli.-k..fabhu-kshutt.r.     A  nK.nu.,.t  lal.r  and  bne.    n 
.vas  iill.d   w.lh  white-  bril!ianc-v,  so  tha     .  v.ry  b,     ..f  its     u 
its   hi.U.n.-.   i.nnn.a^c-   of  <Hrl!u    it-.   ..Id    .nUK-crat.rs,   and    ts 
p'   ,M..-stric-k.-n  >hM.ps  of  trc-c-s  wm-  .t(;»K.l  ^^^Z  I  Xi 
'xion.  111.   Cl.nnan  s.-nrnd  hn.  by  Ha.c nUn-K-C.ran.l.  Ba/,u    i  - 
,..-i>ail.  nn.l  LOK.U.  val.  .1   Hu-  back  .>f  Ihc  wo.>ds,  o..r  sh. U^ 
..-n-  bur  ;,n,  .Ithoul   a  s.cnd-s  pause  and  n.  .r.  at  c  h  .s    r. 
TlH-vtor.  .-:- »  tlu-  .'n.Mu.l  and  ht  out  iii.sts  ol  tla..u>       1  lam 
,-.,;,ntains  n..-   .n.l  spn  :ul  fnm.  th.-   c:.  rnuu.  ^l^'f'^-^^: 
r....rl  \V.>o.l.     Tlu-  <l-:vk  nijzht   was  n-nt  w.th  all  tlusc  llauKs 
«ndhundr.ds  of  bait.  ri.-swrn-fc.duiLr  the  tins. 

Kv.-,-v  .-ahbr.-  of  ,Mn>  w.s  at  work.     '1  h.-  luavy  sh.-ll.s   l.>-n.ch. 

,,•.,:...,,    ,.  ::..!,    i-T   <.nn.r  ov.rluad  like  Hocks  ot  birds-- 

i,;f;rnal  binirwilh   win.s  that    beat   the   air   into   w^vv.-^  ana 

,.,„K-  uhiMiM-  with  a  sb.-ill  hi-h  note,  a  id  swooped  to  cartu 
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liitinu'  the  (It  A  iTs  fjittdi),  oiir-;  wo-tlircc-f'tiir.  (tiir-tuo-t  liri ' - 
Idi.r,  wild  sharp  knocks  that  cloutKj  one's  «itrs.  I  sat  tm  a 
wiMidi  II  l)o\  on  the  top  of  an  old  (hi^'-ont  in  the  midst  «if  all 
flii>  t'iir\.  'Hktc  was  a  ynat  irun  to  my  li  I't.  and  t  vt-ry  tiiu'' 
.1  lind  it  shoo!,  the  box,  and  alt  th<-  <arth  uiuhTiHath,  with  a 
\iolrnt   \il)ration. 

Tile  moon  (lisappiarcd  soon  aftrr  li  o'clock,  and  fio  stars 
\\.  ]••■  to  1)1-  s(  ( 11.  Hut  jtrc  sriitly  a  faint  ^host  of  da\Mi  apptan  »l. 
Til.  white  earth  of  the  old,  disnsid  tn  iiches  about  me  became 
\:  il)l<.  A  lark  rose  and  sanjj  overluad.  And  at  ii.liO  there 
w.is  a  >u(l(l<ri  nionu  nt  of  hush.  It  was  tlu'  lifting  of  the  <,'un.. 
;!il  th<  time  of  attack.  Over  there  in  the  darkness  l)v  Maniet/ 
\\.i(i<l  and  Montauban  thousands  of  men,  the  men  I  had  set  n 
L'cniL:  up,  had  risen  to  their  feet  aiul  were  ^'oinjj  forward  to 
tin  SI  cond  (ierman  line,  or  to  the  place  where  deatli  was 
vailiiiu'  for  them,  befon;  the  liijht  came. 

6 

The  liiiht  came  very  (piickly.  It  was  stranfje  what  a  differc  ner 
.1  iVw  minutes  made.  Very  faintly,  but  steadily,  the  dawn 
(I'lit  throu<:h  the  darkness,  nvealini:  the  forms  of  tiiinj^s  and 
a  little  (oloui  in  the  j-rass.  The  sandbatrs  at  my  fe(  t  whitened. 
()  (T  at  Ovillers  tliere  were  clouds  of  smoke,  and  fronj  its 
li.  iiM  iHss  red  and  white  rockets  shot  up  and  rctnainid  in  thr 
kv  lor  se\<ral  seconds.  Other  rockets,  red  and  white  and 
_!i,  II.  rose  to  the  rifht  of  C'ontalmaison  tejwards  Hazentin-le- 
(.rai'fl.     Our  infantry  was  a(ivancinf,'. 

A  hew  sound  came  into  the  treneral  din  of  ifun-tin  .  It  was  a 
k;i:(l  of  swisliinj:  noise,  like  that  of  ilames  in  a  strong'  w  ind.  I 
k;H  \\    what  it   meant. 

■  Kiieiny  machine-eims,"  said  an  artillery  observer,  who  had 
j  :-t  eoiiM-  out  of  his  hole  in  the  f^rouud.  There  must  have 
l>  1 11  many  of  them  to  make  that  noise. 

<)i;r  own  artillery  had  burst  out  into  a  n-  w  uj)roar.  I  could 
-.  our  shells  burstini,'  farther  forwarel.  or  thf)U<,'lit  I  ee)ulel. 

■■  I  believe  our  nK;i  are  .i^'ettiii,-,'  on."  said  an  eillicer,  stariiitj 
ihtiiuirli  his  ulasses. 

'flu  gunner  observi  ,  had  one  (  ye  to  a  te'lescopc. 

•  Then's  too  miK'h   mist  alxjirf.     And,  anvhe)w,  oiv  can't 
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,a!,k.    ,,ut   tl.     (•-.hluMna  i.n.uttlr.      It    .  nh^;.ys  linp.lcss.     Ami 

^vll!lt  llir.l.Ail  1.  Il.iil  liu'ht  "•'  ■■  ,.,•,,., 

••  MnsI   1).    a  MLTiial,"  >!ii«l  tli-'  jiuaii.  r  oilier.      '  1  think  Id 

Ixt).  r  n  pnii  It.'" 

11,   put  his  li.  ad  into  Hie  <JiiLM.iil.  :iii<l  spoke  lo  :i  man  sittiim 

liv  ;i  ti  1»  phiiif. 

\1  ',',:,'>  th<  li"lit  V'i's  <l<!ir  .nou-ii  for  otir  to  srr  Iwrrniiin 
slirapml  V.  rv  Mack  aiul  thiik,  l.Hwr.n  Mani.f/,  Wood  and 
Ha/,' mil.  UoM.I.  iii-h  .  xplosiv.  s  v<n  h.irstini:  tlicrc  tm). 
tIk  riKinv  h;ul  i:..t  ins  l'ums  to  \v<.rk  upon  our  ialaiitry. 

\|  1  o'clock  th.r.-  was  a  hiimniini.'  sound  ovcrlu  ad.  and  1 
looked  npa-.d  s;iu  til.  lirst  aeroplane  iJyiiiL' towards  the  German 
lines  just  as  1  iiad  s(  t  ii  on.-  on  tlu'  first  day  of  battle.  It  Hew 
v,ry  low  no  inon  than  mi  feet  hiu'h  and  went  very  steadily 
oti  t<. wards  I  lit   luniace- brave  niotli  ! 

\\  i.lO  th.re  was  a  r. d  j,'low  to  the  rijlit  of  Montauhun. 
It  ro  e  with  a  pulsi.iir  liirht  aud  spr.ad  upwards— a  u'n  at  torch 
with  sparks  (lancint:  "ver  it. 

••liv    .Iov<   1"'    sai<l    one    of    the    hk  u    n(  ar    me.  1  Imt  •> 

Loiij.nu\al  on   tin   !  "  .  .         ,         i  i         »i 

111  11  little  whih-  there  was  no  doubt  about  d.  I  could  sec  the 
sharp  cdue  of  broken  building's  in  the  heart  of  the  red  -low. 
The  villa'-,   of  I^oniru.  val  was  in  llanu  s. 

From  (".bind  the  north-west  cor.ur  <.f  Mamet/,  Wood  a  fireat 
rosv  li.'l'f  rose  lik.  aclou<!  in  the  sett  iiv,'  sun,  but  more  <:lowin;,'at 
its'bas"  It  di.d  oiil  three  times  and  rose  au'ain.  vividly,  ami 
,l„.„\,np,ared  no  more.  The  <jnmi' r  observer  was  both.n.l 
a./,iin.  Was  it  a  sit'iial  or  an  explosion  ?  Uitli  so  many  light. 
•!!,.i  l!;'nies  alnnit  it  was  dillicult  to  tell. 

At  about  i.'.W  I  heard  another  furious  outburst  of  machine-L'im 
l„v  in  the  dinction  of  Lontiucva!.  and  it  se<'meil  to  spread 
u.^lwaiJs  a!ou.,'  r,a/.eiilin-le-C;rand  aud  Ha/,e!itin-!e-Pctit.  1 
strained  luv  ev.  s  to  see  any  of  our  infantry,  but  d.nse  clond> 
,d-  siuokr  v.,n  ruliin-  over  the  jirouii.l  j  ast  Contalniaison  ami 
b  tWM  r>  Ml  UK  i/  .;:ul  Hazintin  Woods.  It  se.  nuil  as  if  we  weft 
pi.ttini;  up  a  sinoke-barrair.'  tlure.  ;u;(l  latir  a  -rtat  voluim 
of  s.i.oke  hid  til'.'  .^'round  by  Montauban. 

The  cnu.ivs  artilKrv  was  now  tirinix  with  irrcat  violence 
1-  normous  sii.  H-bur.ts  ilun-  up  the  earth  aloni:  the  line  of  ^mr 
ndvaiic.  .  and  the  black  shrapnel  smoke  was  hanpinj,'  hcavih 
above.     It  su-mcd  to  !n<-  that  some  of  their  fzuns  were  finm.' 
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wiltlly  and  bliiuUy.  High  cxph^ivts  burst  down  briow  Fri- 
coiirt,  uhiTi'  thrn-  was  iiotlnni;  to  hurt,  uiul  in  |)laa><  far 
iiluld.  'I'U<-  German  gunners  hud  got  thr  wind  up.  as  s<»ldirrs 
,;iy,  and  now  that  darknrss  had  iroiic  and  daylight  coinc  our 
null  niii-.t  liavc  gonr  far  ahead,  if  luck  was  th<irs.  Ilatl  they 
Itroktii  thf  strond  German  hue  ?  Men  waiting  for  any  lu  ws 
(if  tliedi  fouii(J  the  strain  of  ignorance  intoleral)le.  .  .  .  What 
were  they  doing  up  then-  i 


Th<  first  men  to  t-ome  hack  from  the  buttle  were  the  wounded. 
Th«y  were  the  hghtly  wo\mded.  or  at  least  in<ii  who  coidd 
wulk.  They  came  across  the  ti«'lds  in  twos  and  threes  at 
lirst,  or  alone,  single  limping  ligures,  at  a  slow  pace.  But 
litter  an  hour  or  two  they  came  in  a  straggling  procession  from 
tlie  tirst-a'd  dressing-stations  up  in  the  lines — men  with 
liaiulaged  heads,  men  with  their  arms  in  slings,  nun  with 
wounded  feet,  so  that  they  could  only  hop  along  with  an  arm 
nmnd  a  comrade's  neck. 

SonK  of  them  were  all  blood-st;iined.  with  bhxMl  on  their 
facts  and  hands  and  clothes.  Others  had  their  uniforn»s  lorn 
til  talttrs.  and  there  were  men  wiio  W(  re  bare  almost  to  the 
u;iist,  with  a  jacktt  slung  over  one  shoulder.  There  was 
iiirdly  a  mafi  among  them  who  wore  his  steel  helnut,  th(;ugh 
-nine  carried  them  slung  to  the  rifle,  and  others  wore  tierman 
ti(  Iniets  and  Girman  caps.  Ambulances  were  waitmg  for  llu-m, 
aiul  the  stretcher-bearers  were  busy  with  the  batl  ca"  s.  The 
stretcher-bearers  had  done  their  duty  as  gallantly  as  the 
tiu'hting  men,  and  some  of  their  own  comrad<-s  were  among 
ill'   wounded. 

Hut  they  had  been  reinforced  by  men  who  do  not  belong  to 
the  H.A.M.C.  .Some  of  the  stretchers  were  being  carried  by 
men  in  grey  uniforms  with  Hat  round  caps,  wiio  walked  stolidly 
Inoking  about  them,  at  all  those  British  soldiers,  and  at  Ihost: 
li'lds  on  tiie  British  side,  with  curious  eyes  as  though  every- 
tliiiig  were  strange  to  them.  They  w»-re  German  prisoners 
paying  for  the  privilege  of  life,  and  glad  to  pay. 

Later  in  the  day  there  came  down  a  lofig  eolimui  of  these 
iiien.  not  carrying  stretchers,  but  marching  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
iindtr  armed  escort.  There  were  over  700  of  them  in  this 
'Hie  convoy,  as  a  living  proof  that  the  day  had  gone  well  for 
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llrilish  arms.  Tluy  w<  re  tall,  sfunly  iii<  ii  f<>r  tli<-  most  part, 
and  in  spitr  of  th.  ir  unUal  »)>•  lin  most  of  th.  in  looked  in  ^'«kkI 
jiliysical  li.alth.  thonuli  hu^'l,'a^ll  and  hollowt-d-cytd  mul  a 
littK  da/<(l.  Tli'Tf  was  a  numh«r  of  w<mnd<<l  amoiiir  Mum 
wliM  dr.ti,'<:rd  w.arilv  l)V  the  Mdr  <.f  th(ir  Incki.r  fritnds,  l.ul 
these  who  were  Imdiy  "hurt  trav.llid  with  our  «)wn  wo)jnd..l, 
find  1  saw  s(  ,tral  ofthtm  on  tlu-  lorri.s  with  th«  ir  hands  .m 
th''  shouhic  rs  of  m»r»  who  ha<l  «onc  out  to  kill  th<  in. 

.S<.  thf  l>:i(kwash  of  hattlr  came  <l(»wn  lik<  a  tide,  hut  loii;{ 
h«  for.'  th.  n  1  knew  that  wr  had  hmkc  n  th<-  second  GtrmiMi 
line  and  that  our  men  were  H^htinj,'  on  the  hiu'li  yronnd  Inyond. 
Thr  villai,'f  of  Lontrucval  was  ours.  Ha/rntin-l< -(irand,  both 
wood  and"  village,  and  Hazc-ntin-I.-Fctit  W(  r.'  ours.  \  Kullant 
body  of  mdi  had  swept  thron{,'h  Troms  \Voo«l,  on  the  extreme 
v\<M  of  the  line,  and  patrols  were  pushing'  into  l)el\  ille  \V<H.(i 
and  towards  th;-  highest  ridpe  behind  the  broken  (;<  rmaii 
trenches.  On  the  h  ft  our  nun  had  sw.pt  up  and  b.-yoii(l 
Contalniaison  Villa,  whioh  stands  far  north  of  the  villa«e. 

Ev(  ry  obj.etive  of  tin-  attack  had  b.cn  carri.d  and  our 
|(.sses  were  not  enormously  heavy.  Tl>e  (i(  rman  lines  hail 
b.  en  captured  on  a  front  of  nearly  thr(  e  miles— and  the  cavalry 

was  <,'oinf(  in. 

Sottish  troops  were  amongst  those  who  went  first  into 
Lonyueval— nu  i»  belongin;;  to  famous  old  re^'iments— and  tluy 
fou;,'ht  very  ««■'"''>'.  a^ording  to  thi'  spirit  of  their  race,  wit'i 
theh-  blood' set  on  "lire  by  the  miisic  of  th.-  p-  s  that  went  with 
tluin.  IJeforc  the  light  of  dawn  came,  arul  when  our  jiuiis 
lifted  forward,  they  rose  from  the  ground  just  north  of  Montaii- 
ban  and  w.  nt  for.vard  across  No  Man's  Land  towards  the 
(Jeninin  trenches.  They  had  to  make  a  distance  of  1200  yards 
over  o])en  ground  find  canu-  at  once  uiulcr  heavy  shell-fin- 
and  an  .  idilade  lire  from  machine-guns. 

The  eiuniy  also  used  snu)ke-bombs,  aiid  the  ground  was 
plough.  <i  with  high  eX|)losives.  A  number  of  mi  n  fell,  but  the 
others  went  forward  shouting  and  reached  the  (k  rman  line. 
In  sonu-  parts  the  wire  had  not  been  cut  by  our  bombardment, 
but  the  Highland,  rs  hurled  themselves  upon  it  and  beat  their 
way.  Machine-guns  were  pattering  bulKts  upon  their  ranks. 
])Ut  iiot  for  'e-i'ig.  The  men  pour.  jI  through  and  surged  in 
wavts  into  aiul  across  the  Gernum  tnnches.  Every  man 
among  them  wis  a  grenadier,  provided  with  bombs  and  with 
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liri^'  ii|>  b»  hiinl.     It  was  with  th«'  iKinib.  tlu-  iii<»«>l 


•at.   that 


(l(a(llv  uta|M»n  of  this  iniinlcrniis  war  for  rl«»sr  c>oiul>at,  tha 
th..  Ill*  II  foiitrht  thiir  way  through.  Th»-  tlirman  ol.hi  r>. 
,l.f  tnh«I  th<iiis(lv(s  with  thoir  own  haiid-trn  tia»h  •»  wh<  ii  tluir 
iiiathint -^'Miis  ha«l  hccii  kiiofkMl  out  in  ihi'  lirst-linc  tr<  nchrs. 
Iiut  as  tht  y  s|»run;,'  out  of  th«ir  iliiy-onts  when  ihv  hornhaniuH  nt 
hl'tnl  an<l  our  nu  n  w«rr  iipof  th<  m  th(  y  had  hut  i  poor  chaiirr 
,.f  life  unless  thry  wire  (|iiick  to  sniniahT.  I  h<  ar  that  th<sc 
tmuhis  in  the  siconil  (Jtrtnan  linr  wt  re  not  (hrply  tluj,',  ami 
111  it  the  <hij;-«»uts  thtmsclvcs  were  hardly  hoinh-pr«Kif. 

roronic  Ml  a  Wiiy  the  cniniy  had  Im  <  n  lazy  and  over-fonrulrnl. 
,i!i(i  hr  paid  now  a  hitter  phcf  for  his  pride  in  h«  lievin}?  that  tlie 
lir-l  line  was  inipr(j,'nahle.  I  do  not  care  to  write  ahout  this 
[  irt  of  the  tiijhtint,'.  It  was  hItMKly  work,  and  would  not  he 
::,.(.(l  to  read.  One  incident  was  told  nu-  hy  a  kilted  s<rKtanl 
as  he  lay  woundid.  From  otM  of  the  chiy-outs  came  a  (icrmaii 
iitliec  r.  He  had  a  wild  li^ht  in  ''is  eyes,  ami  carrictl  a  {jreat 
:i\'-. 

"  I  surrender,"  he  said  in  f,'oo<l  Kn;,'lish. 

And  in  broad  Scotch  the  si  ryeant  told  him  that  if  he  had  an 
i(l«  a  of  surrenderiufj  it  would  1m-  a  ymMl  and  wise  thiinj  to  drop 
his  chopper  first.  Hut  the  IJerniaii  ollici-r  swun<»  it  hi^'h,  and 
it  came  like  a  flash  past  the  servant's  head.  Like  a  flash  also 
A  liavont  t  did  its  work. 


While  men  were  "  cleaning'  up  '"  the  dug-outs  in  the  first-line 
trriiehes  other  men  pnsMii  on  and  siouucd  their  way  into 
huiiifueval  villaj^e.  The  fjreat  fins  there  which  I  had  s<  en 
ill  the  darkness  had  died  down,  and  there  was  only  the  ^'low 
;iii<i  smoulder  of  them  in  the  ruins.  Hut  machine-puns  were 
still  chattering  in  tlu  ir  emi)laecmcnts. 

In  one  broken  building  tlure  were  six  of  them  firinp  through 
IimKs  in  the  walls.  It  was  a  strong  redoubt  sweeping  the 
LTi'iind,  which  had  once  been  a  roadway  and  was  now  a  shambh's. 
>(i>ltish  soldiers  rushed  the  place  and  flung  bombs  into  it  until 
till  re  was  no  niorc  swish  of  bullets  but  only  the  rising  of  smokc- 
eloiids  and  black  dust.  Longueval  was  a  heap  of  charred 
l>ricks  above-ground,  but  there  was  still  trouble  below-ground 
Im  fore  it  was  firmly  taken.  There  were  many  cellars  in  which 
(ii  rmans  fought  like  wolves  at  bay.     And  down  in  the  dark-      s 
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(,r  th.sr  i)l:ic.>  imn  fon<,'lit  savuufly,  s.'.hm  only  tlu-  i:,hnt  of 
«:ich  (.th.rs  cvs,  iliicl  tVcliiiy  lor  ( ach  otiicrs  throats,  unless 
th<rc  w.  r<"  stiil  honihs  Imiuly  I"  ""''<*'  '^  <|"i<'!^' i'  «i»(iiii<,'.  It 
was  priinilivc  wariarr.  Tlu-  CMVc-incn  I'ouu'lit  like  that,  m 
such  darkness,  ihou^'li  not  with  lKnnl)s,  whuli  \)vUm<f  to  our 
n-iv  in  this  Christian  era  of  K'nu'c  and  civilization. 
'"'J',)  til'  riyht  of  I.o(i«,'u<val  and  south  of  tlu-  sc-coiul  German 
liiK-  lies  th.-'l'ron.  s  Wood,  and  as  it  was  «jn  tlu-  rit,'ht  Hank  of 
.,ur  attack  it  could  not  be  Lit  in  the  cneinv's  hands.  \\\ 
had  lu  Id  most  of  it  onc<-,  a  few  days  a),'o,  and  for  a  few  hours, 
but  the  enrmv\  sh.  Il-lire  had  made  the  place  unt.  liable.  It 
was  into  that  iin-  that  some  of  our  Kuf^'lish  battalions  advanced 
ycsterdav  nu.rnins  from  Benmfay  Woo.l.  -They  shelK- x  us 
iik«-  hell,"'  said  a  boy  who  came  from  a  cjuLt  place  in  Sussex 
lufore  he  knew  what  hell  is  like. 

There  w(re  machine-jiuns  swi-cping  the  southern  end  of  the 

wo(m1s  with  cross-lire,  and  with  burstin-r  sh.  lis  ov.rhead  it  was 

:i  place  of  black  horror  in  the  ni^rht.     l?ut  these  English  boys 

kept  ciHwIim,'  on  to  j,'ain  a  yard  or  two  i)efore  the  next  crash 

canu-,  and  llun  another  yard  or  two,  and  at  last  they  came  up 

to    the    German    line,    and    llun/,'    themselves    suddenly    ui)on 

Girman     machine-i,Miniurs    and     German     rillemm     sheltered 

l)chind  earthworks  and  trunks  of  tnes.  .  .  .  The   wood   was 

captund  a«,'ain.  aiul   then  a  (luccr  kiiul  of  miracle  happened, 

and  it  seem-  d  as  if  those  who  had  been  d.  ad  had  come  to  life 

auain.     For  out  of  boles  in  the  .ground,  and  from  behind  tlu- 

faUeii  limbers  of  shelled  trc(-s,  canu-  a  numlnr  of  English  boys, 

dirtv   and    wild-lookin<j,    who    shout. d    out.    "Hallo,   lads!" 

and"  What  chet-r.  matey?  "  or  just  shout., 1  and  laughed  with 

a  sol)  in  their  throats  and  big  tears  douu  their  grmiy  faces. 

They  uere  West  Kents,  who  had  (ir^t  taken  the  Trones  Wood 

and"  th-  n    IkuI  be<-n   caught   in  a   barray.-  oi'  lire.     With  one 

ollicer  ;iOU  nun  had  du},'  themselves  into  the  roots  of  tnes  on 

tlu-  ea^Urn  <  dt;.-  of  the  wood  :nid  k<-pt  the  Germans  at  bay 

with  a  maehiiu -tjun. 

9 

Meanwhile  a  numb,  r  of  battalions,  mostly  English,  but 
with  some  Scots— men  who  have  done  as  well  in  this  war 
since  the  tarly  days  of  it  as  any  tv-.-wp-s  vvlm  have  fought  in 
France-  -were  attackinj,'  the  line  bet'-         Longueval  and  the 
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hvd   Haztntins. 


Tluv,  too,  found  thf  wi 


re  uncut    in   j>lac<s. 


hut  tluy  wn 
II   lirr  an( 


t  throuch  in  a 


tt-arin''  hurrv,  hatitii;  Hu'  uiachii 


■  Ml 
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1  nsolvi-a  to  end   it  (juickly.     Thry  slornui 


d  Ih. 


tniiclus    and    fouj^ht   down 


ts.     iWvm 


an    soldiers   cann-    ou 


lljcni    with    bombs    an( 
t    of   the   duj,'-outs    and 


holdiim    out    th<ir    watches. 


Ikivoih 

bi^-'ed  for  nierev.  Thty  ('am.-  - 
,.:,•;•  pcKket-books,  tl.ir  hehnets.  anytiun,  that  I  hey  though 
:  ,  :<■  rnnson,  their  hves,  and  when  th-v  >-'  »>-"  t-'^'^.^" 
,.n><.ners  thcv  nvd-  no  trouble  about  carryu.ji  bac^  tiie  Kn^hsh 
funded,  but  «  a  ulad  to  ,..  It  was  all  n.  »'-  '^^'j"  ; 
,xeept  when  si;  ll-hursts  lit  the  -round,  and  son  e  of  our 
,,,tt  dions  lost  the :>■  sense,  of  direction  towards  lia/e,»t.n  \ood. 
P  ,n<.rs  acl<  ,1  as  ,nndes  to  ihe.r  own  lines.  F.ve  or  s.x  o  then, 
Lwilli.,.lv  led  th,.  way  back.  A  Hrit.sh  other  J''  '"-t-n. 
,.„v  .-ho  had  ordv  be.n  in  France  a  n>onth  or  t  wo.  led  one  of  tlu 
coH.panus  forward  because  his  brotixer-oihcers  had  tallen 

••  Come  on,  lads  !  "  he  shouted.     "  I  m  only  a  kid,  but   1  11 

show  vou  the  wav  all  ri-lht."  ,     i     t  *u,.n. 

Thev  liked  thos.>  words,  "'  only  a  kul,     and  laughed  at    henu 

•       e's  a  plucked  "un,  he  is,"  said  one  of  the  men  who  lollowed 

l.i.n      Th.v  went  after  him  into  Bazentin  \Nood.  and  others 

|„ilowed  on.  into  and  through  a  heavy  barra^'e  ot  hre. 

So  it  was  on  the  left,  where  other  battahon.  w-re  at  wo  k 
j^rcssins  forward  in  waves  to  Contahna.sou  \ .  la  and  the 
'         ui   bevond.     The   seco.ul   Gern.an   hue   had    lallen   beiore 
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iiur  men.  an( 


1  thev  were  over  it  and  away. 


\Av 


M   ! 


'  [ft.  / 


J^-5' 


10 

It  was  at  about  G  o'clock  in  the  eveni^ng  that  some  British 
,.a  drv  can,e  into  action.  They  were  the  nien  whom  I  had 
-,  ,  on  nu'  wav  up  to  the  battlefield,  a  s.nall  ^1;  '-hn-n  of 
^U._.  l)ra.<x,n  ciuards  and  also  ,^f  the  !>•  ^^  J  ^"7; ,^,^  ;> 
worked  forward  with  our  infantry  .>n  a  stretch  ol  count  j 
..tween  Bazentin  Wood  and  DelviUe  XNo<.d.  r.s.n,  up  o 
!!,..h  Wood  (Foureaux  Wood),  a,.d  then  rcnle  out  alone  ... 
.  ;  nui^sance,  h.  tr.e  cavalry  fonnafon  wnh  h.- c^nm-iuk. 
,:.  the  rear.  Lord  !  Not  one  h,  a  thous.u.d  would  have  b  h  cd 
..  possible  to  see  this  a,nu.i.     When  they  |.--'l.^he  u  t. 

'  ,       ,:..,.  ,.,.,,.    opd  cheered  wildlv  aiid  lovously,  as  though 
ill,  se  nu  n  were  ridin;,'  on  a  road  of  triumph. 
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So  tiny  nulc  on  into  open  country,  skirting'  Dilvillr  \V(i<hI. 
l*r(S(  iitly  ;i  rnachiiu-f^nn  ()])tn((l  lire  upon  thciu.  It  w.is  m  a 
rornlicld,  with  (icrnian  infantry,  and  tlic  oHicir  in  fonnuand 
<:;av(  tlic  word  to  his  lurn  to  ride  th^ou^h  the  cnciny.  The 
Dra<,'oons  |)ut  their  lanc(  s  down  and  rode  straii,'ht  into  tlic  wlicat. 
Thcv  killed  several  men  and  then  turned  and  rode  baek.  and 
(•liar>,'<  (1  atjain,  anionj;  seatteretl  ^oups  of  (iernian  infantry. 
Some  of  them  pre  f)ar(  tl  to  withstand  th'-  rhart:*'  with  fix((l 
bavonets.  Othi  rs  were  panic-stricken  aiid  ran  forward  cryins; 
"  Pity  !  Pity  !  ""  and  chmji  to  the  saddhs  and  stirriip-hatlH  r^ 
(jf  the  l)ra<,'oon  Guards.  Tliou</Ii  on  a  small  scale,  it  was  a 
cavalry  action  of  the  old  style,  the  first  on  the  \\Vstern  front 
since  Octolxr  of  the  first  year  of  the  war. 

With  thirty-two  prisoners  our  men  rode  on  slowly,  ^till 
recomioitrin;^  the  o{)en  country  on  the  skirt  of  Delvillc  Wootl, 
until  they  came  aj^ain  undtr  machine  -;,'un  lire  and  drew  back. 
.\s  they  did  so  an  aeroplane  came  overhead,  skiniminj^  very 
low,  at  no  more  than  .'500  feet  abo\e  ground.  The  cavalry 
turned  in  their  saddles  to  stare  at  it  for  a  moment  or  two, 
l)clievin^  that  it  was  a  hostile  machine.  lint  no  bullets  came 
their  way,  and  in  another  moment  it  swooped  over  the  German 
infaiitry  concealed  in  the  wheat  and  fired  at  them  with  a 
machine-j^un.  Four  times  it  circled  and  swooped  and  find, 
enatinj,'  anejther  [)anic  amon<»  the  enemy,  and  theii  it  flew  off. 
Itavin*;  the  cavalry  f  11  of  admiration  for  this  liarinjj  feat. 
They  could  ride  no  fartlur,  owinj,'  to  the  nature  of  the  fjround. 
and  that  ni;,'ht  they  dui;  tluniselves  in.  German  puns  searched 
in  vain  for  then>,  and  the  cavalry  to-ni^'ht  is  full  of  pride,  be- 
lieving with  amazing  optimism  that  their  day  may  come  again. 
I  It  was  after  all  only  a  "  fancy  stunt,""  as  se)ldiers  call  it,  aiui  it 
seems  ce  rtain  now  that  the  cavalry  is  an  obsolete  arm  of  war 
on  the  Western  front.     The  Tanks  have  takoi  their  place.] 

The  scene  all  thre)ugh  the  afternoon  behind  the  battle-lines 
i'.nd  de)wn  in  little  villages  b(  yemd  the  reach  e)f  guns  will  stay 
in  my  mind  as  historic  j)ictnre  s.  Nimibers  of  wounded  men-- 
with  a  very  high  pre)portie)n  of  lightly  wounded  among  them  - 
arrived  at  the  casualty  clearing  stations,  and  while  they  waited 
their  turn  for  the  doctors  and  nurses  lay  about  the  grass, 
fingering  their  souvenirs— watches,  she-ll-fuse^s,  helmets,  pocket- 
books,  Gi  rnian  letters,  and  all  maimer  of  trophies — and  telling 
(heir  adventures  in  that  wild  battle  of  the  night. 
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'liicy  si(  iiMtl  to  havf  no  sense  of  pain,  and  not  om-  niai 
._':,. ;incil,  in  sj)itc  of  broken  anus  and  head  wounds  and  hayom  I  - 
'lirnsts.  Kviry  dialnt  of  Kni.'land  and  Sfolland  and  Inland 
rniild  In-  hrard  anionj;  them.  There  were  mm  fn>ni  hkuiv 
iKittalions,  a-d  as  tli<  y  lay  tlure  talkinj,'  or  smoking  or  si.  ei)in;_' 
m  the  suni  .lit,  oth.  r  proerssions  came  down  in  tra^'u'hn;,' 
(olimnis.  limpiii'j  a  ul  holding  on  to  comrades.  hoMilini,'  with 
.,t;ek^.  pterin!,'  through  blood-stained  ra^s,  tired  and  worn 
;.'ul  w(ak.  I)ut  with  a  spirit  in  tlv  ni  that  was  marvellons. 
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Wi:  aiv  a^'uiii  in  tlic  iliilicKli  l.onr>  ihat  iiuvil;il)ly  follow  ;i 
.succtssful  rul-wUK-r.  vhdi  ^Toiiiui  ^'aiiu'd  a!  tlir  rxlrdiir  limit  of 
()Urpr(.<;rr'.sh:.^tolH  ilirriHl-(i:.u:.i,istcoi:!.t.r-ntt:u-kslVonu-losc 

(jiiarl rr^,  Nvhun. 1.  II  in  txi.oM  (1  iMiMl  i..ns  haw  to  stiff,  rth.- iMViii.'- 
iii'M)!'  Ihc  ciii  inv's  arlilUn,  and  when  our  own  liunntrs  havr  to 
work  cautiouslv  l..fansc-  isolatrti  jialrols  of  n-.ri  in  kliaki  may  he 
mistaken  in  l)a<i  liiiht  for  j:ivy-da(l  in.n  in  tin  sinic  tHiLMibourhoocl. 
This  luriodi^  the  tist  of-ood  <,nii(  raWiii-aiid  of -ooiU-apfains. 

Tlu-  wrath'.r  was  ratlur  a;,'ninst  ns  to-d.ay.  Th<  i  r  was  a 
thick  ha/.r  <\t  the  foimlrysidc,  cauMnt,'  what  naval  nu.i  call 
"low  visililily."  and  makin;,'  artilh  ry  ohsirvation  ditlicnlt. 
It  was  curii.us  to  ^tand  on  hi,L,'ii  1,'roiMid  and  sec  only  the  dim 
shadow-forms  of  [lac.  s  likr  Mai.'.rt/  Wood  and  the  r.th.r  woml- 
laiids  to  its  riuht  :;nd  left,  wlurr  invisihK  shclK  wen-  hurstin-^. 

Our  shells  w(  re  passint,'  overluad,  and  I  listdied  to  th.ir  hiyh 
whist liiii,'.  h".t  could  sec  nolhinjr  of  their  hin-sts,  and  for  nearly 
an  hour'an  intense  homhanlment  made  a  ,_'reat  thunder  in  the 
air  behind  the  liiick  veil  of  mist. 

\Vi>  were  shellii:,i,'  Ilifih  Wood,  from  which  our  men  have  had  to 
retire  for  a  time  owin^'  to  the  enemy's  heavy  harrape  of  hi«h 
explosives,  and  we  were  also  pounding  the  (  ncmy's  lines  to  the 
north  of  Ha/.entin-le-(.rand  and  Lon<,'Ueval.  where  he  is  very 
close  to  our  m-ii.  Hostili-  t)atteries  wire  retaliating  upon  the 
woodlands   which   we   hav.    -,'ainid  and   h.  Id  dnriiiK  the   past 

three  (lays. 

2 

This  woodland  li^Witinfr  lias  been  as  bad  us  anything  in  this 
war— most    frightful    and    bloody.     Dead    bodies    lie    strewn 
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h,  II.  ath  thf  fr.(  .  and  in  thf  slull-holrs  an-  wouiultd  ni-Mi  who 
h;ivr  crawlrd  th.  r<  to  die.  Thtrc  is  hardly  any  (•r)vrr  in  which 
!  •<  II  niuv  i.'<  t  «<hi  It'  r  from  shcU-firc. 

The  (Annans  had  (\u<i  shallow  tniirlus.  hut  tluy  wen- 
.huriud  np  »>v  .  ,r  hcavi.s.  and  it  is  dillicult  to  <Ui,'  in  aj,'ain 
i-caiisc  of  the  n)ots  of  L'nat  tn<s,  and  fh«-  fallr'>  tiinh.r,  and 
thr  masses  of  twirrs  and  foliage  which  have  hci-n  l.nHiyht  down 
»,y  Uritish  an<l  (J- nnan  tjnns.  When  our  tn-ops  went  into 
iVoiies  Wood  under  most  damnable  lin-  of  5-9\  tluy  pruhbtd 
aix.iit  for  some  kind  of  C(»ver  without  much  success. 

i'.ii!  some  of  them  had  the  hick  to  strike  upon  thnc  (i<rman 
,!i]._'-(iits  which  wiTc  exceptionally  deep  and  f.'ood.  Obviously 
tli.y  had  been  built  some  time  aj^o  for  oflicers  who.  befon-  we 
thn  at.  tied  th<ir  second  line,  may  have  thought  Tr6nes  Wood  a 
liru  <lwelliu;^'-piace,  and  not  too  dangtnnis  if  they  went  luich-r- 
L'n.iind.  They  went  down  forty  feet,  and  paru  lied  their  nx.ms. 
ami  l)n>u<jht  !i  piano  down  for  musical  evenin<:s. 

A  •■(>uu<:  company  commander  found  tin  f)iano  and  strtick 
M.ni.  eiu.rds  u{)on  it  "at  a  time  when  then'  was  loudi  r  music  over- 
liiad—tlK  sen  am  of  fjn  ut  sh<  Us  an  J  the  incessant  crash  of  hi.;,'h 
.  Nj  l(.siv(  s  in  th(  wood.  Farther  on.  at  the  ed<,'<-  of  th.  uood. 
,.  :r  men  found  a  machine-<?un  emplacement  built  solidly  of 
e-nuiit  and  pn>of  aj.'ainst  all  sh.  11  sphnters.  and  it  was  fror- 
thi-  place  that  so  many  of  our  men  wen-  shot  down  befon'  the 
I ! '  niv's  minners  could  be  bombed  out. 


One  of  ti;e  most  extraordinary  experiences  of  this  woodland 
ti-lifing  was  that  of  an  iMiglish  boy  who  now  li.  s  in  a  lield- 
h'.spital  smiling  with  very  bripht  and  sparkling  eyes  because 
th(  world  seems  to  him  like  Paradise  after  an  infernal  dwellinj;- 
pliiee.  lie  went  with  the  first  rush  o*"  irieii  into  Mamet/.  Wood, 
i)ut  was  left  behind  in  a  dug-out  when  they  retired  !)eforc  a 
vinkiit  counter-attack. 

Some  German  soldiers  passed  this  hole  where  the  boy  lay 
(Touched,  and  Hunt,'  a  bomb  down  on  the  off-chanco  that  an 
Kn-ilish  soldier  mijiht  be  there.  It  burst  on  the  lower  steps  and 
wounded  the  lonely  boy  in  the  dark  corner. 

He  lay  there  a  day  Hstenincf  to  the  crash  of  shells  throuch  the 
trees  overhead— English   sheU-fire— not   daring  to  come   out. 
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'I'Ik  ;i  in  the  niL'lit  In-  lu-iird  the  vuici  s  of  his  own  coiiiitrN  iiu-ii. 
iiiid  he  s!ioiit<(l  loudly. 

Mnt  as  thf  Knt'lish  sr.ldin-.  passtd  th<  y  tlir<\v  a  honih  into  th. 
dii<.'-oiit,  and  tlv  hoy  was  wound' .1  a^'aiti.  He  lay  flun- 
anolhrr  day,  ami  tiw  L""'.-nrc  hc^an  all  o\ .  r  a^'ain.  and  lasted 
until  the  ("jcrnians  catnc  hiul.  Another  (;<  rniaii  sohlicr  saw 
the  old  hole  and  thn  w  a  hotnh  down,  as  a  safe  thini;  to  do,  and 
t!.e  l)ov  nttived  his  thin!  woiuid. 

He  lay  ii\  the  darkness  one  more  day,  not  ex|)ictin;,'  to  liw. 
l.ut  still"  alive,  still  ea^'er  to  live  and  to  se(  the  liyht  a^'ain.  If 
oi:lv  the  Knu'lisli  would  come  aijain  and  rescue  him  ! 

lie  praved  for  them  to  come.  Ami  whi  n  they  came,  captur- 
inir  the  wood  eoinplt  tely  and  finally,  one  of  them,  seeing  the 
eiiUaiue  to  the  du.t,'-out  anil  thinking'  (;(  rnians  mi^'ht  be  hidiiii; 
tluTe.  thn  w  a  bomb  down— und  the  boy  was  wounded  for  tlv 
fourth  time  .  This  time  his  cries  were  heard,  and  the  n\onoto- 
i.ous  r,  [K'tition  of  this  ill-luck  ended,  and  the  victim  of  it  li(-, 
in  a  white  bed  with  wonili  rful  shining  eyes. 


if 


The  (Jerman  prisoni  rs  have  stories  like  this  to  tell,  lor  th<y 
suffered  worst  of  all  nnchr  the  fury  of  our  bombardment  and  the 
comin-,'  and  },'oin;,'  of  our  troops  in  the  woodland  liu'lilini;.  I 
spoke"with  one  of  them  to-day  one  of  a  new  batch  of  men. 
whose  number  I  reckoned  as  tlOO,  just  brouj,'ht  down  from 
l!azentin-le-(;ran(I. 

Il(  was  a  lin;,niist,  havin;^  been  an  accountant  in  the  Norlii 
(Jerman  Lloyd,  and  ','avc  mc  a  choice  of  conversation  in  French. 
Italian,  (inek,  or  Kn^lish.  I  chose  my  (.wn  ton<;ue.  but  let 
him  do  the  talkiuL'.  v.ud  standini,'  ther.'  in  a  barbed-wire  iiitan;,'le- 
ment,  surrounded  by  hundnds  of  yountj  (lemians,  unshavdi. 
iiustv,  hiercard.and  war-worn,  but  still  strouL,'  and  sturdy  men. 
he  deseribeil  vividly  the  horrors  of  the  woods  up  by  the  two 
I'.a/.eJitins  wh(  re  he  "and  thes(-  comrades  of  his  had  lain  muler  our 
last  boml)ar<lme'af . 

Thev  had  but  little  cover  except  what  they  could  scrai-e 
out  beneath  the  roots  of  trees.  Anil  the  trees  crashed  upon 
them,  smashin,!,'  tlu  limbs  c»f  men.  i:nd  shdls  burst  and  buried 
men  in  deep  pits,  and  the  woundtd  lay  L'n.aiuncj  ur.der  i,'rer:t 
br.mches  which  piunetl  them  to  the  «,'rouiui  or  in  the  open  where 
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wtlnr  slit  lis  \V(  re  hiirstini,'.  Frotii  what  I  can  nuik<'  out  sotm,- 
d!'  t!i(  mi  II  Ik  r.'  n  tp  afcd  across  tlic  coiiiitrv  hctufcn  Ma/cntin 
:iiul  l)i  Ivilli'  Woods,  lor  th<  V  were  the  im  ii  who  wrrc  captured 
liv  iiiir  cavalry. 

■■  My  comradt  s  were  afraid."  said  this  (icrnian  scrixcant. 
"  'I'hi  y  cri<  d  out  to  nic  that  tlic  Imhaus  womiI  kill  their  prisoiurs, 
'((!  that  We  should  die  if  we  siirreiidt  red.  Hut  I  saiil.  'That 
i-  tint  tru<,  eonu'ades.  It  is  only  a  tale.  Let  us  t,'o  t'orwani 
\.  t\  (juietly  kvith  our  hands  up."  .So  in  that  way  we  went,  and 
iiii  Iiidi.in  horsemen  dosed  ahout  us.  ;ind  I  spoke  to  o"c  of 
111'  HI.  askini,'  for  mercy  for  our  men.  and  h'  was  very  kii><l,  a'ld  a 
,''  iitleman,  anu  we  surrendered  to  him  saf*  ly." 

lie  was  iflad  to  l)e  alive,  this  man  who  came  iVoin  Wiesbaden. 
!l'  showrd  me  the  portrait  of  his  wife  and  hoy.  and  cried  a  little, 
xivini;  that  the  (ierman  people  did  not  make  the  war.  hut  had 
t'l  ti^rht  for  their  country  when  told  to  lii,'ht,  like  other  men. 
All  his  people  had  Ixlieved,  h(;  said,  that  the  war  would  he  over 
i:i  Au'.'usI  or  .September. 

■  An   tluy  liumjry  ?  "  I  asked, 

riuy    have    i iiousjh    to    cat,"    he    said.     "  They    are    not 
^tar\  iniT." 

Ih  waved  his  hand  back  to  the  woodlands,  and  rememberi'd 
til   terror  of  the  place  from  which  he  had  just  come. 

■  ()\ir  tl'ere  it  was  worse  than  death."' 


0\  1  r  there  on  the  one  small  villaije  of  liazentin-lc-drand  our 
!v  ;i\y  howitzers  fluiiL,'  an  amazini,'  <piantity  of  shells  on  Friday 
iii'iriiin;^'.  Tlu'  place  was  swipt  almost  tlat,  ami  little  wa  ^  left 
I'!  its  church  and  houses  but  reddish  h  aps  of  bricks  and  dust, 
:iihi  twisted  iron,  and  the  litter  of  destruction.  Vet  there  were 
Miiny  (iermans  livinij  here  when  the  men  of  some  famous 
I'  L'iinents  came  throiij^'h  in  the  dawn  with  bayonets  and  bombs, 
V  .rkshiremen  and  some  of  the  Scottish  all  mixed  tofjether,  as 
liippetis  at  such  times.  There  was  one  <,'reat  cellar  underneath 
iM/.entin-le-Cirand  larpe  cnon<,'h  to  hold  1500  men,  and  here, 
'■rniithinff  in  its  archways  and  dark  passages,  were  numbers  of 
(ii  iinan  soldiers. 

i  hey  came  to  meet  our  men  and  surrendered  to  them.  And 
5h  re  also  lay  many  wounded,  in  their  blood,  and  unb.-indaged — 
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ju^t  as  till  y  liinl  crawldl  ddwn  frotii  H.>-  yroiwid  iibovi-  wlurt- 
our  nIii  IK  \v<  n  smasliiii}.'  eve  rytliiti!,'. 

ir  aiiv  man  wi  n  t<.  draw  tlu-  pic-turc  (if  those  thiiitrs  or  to  tell 
tlid:  more  iiak<<ily  than  I  have  told  th<  ni.  iMcausc  now  is  not 
thr  time,  nor  this  th(  |)lac(,  no  man  or  woman  wonhl  dare  to 
spi  ak  ayain  oi"  wars  "  ulory,'  or  of  "  the  splendour  of  war,"  or 
aiiv  of  tlioNe  old  l\  ill'.'  phrases  wliich  hide  the  dreadful  truth. 
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In  spite  of  1);ul  wcathir,  which  hiis  fiiuniMTccI  «^[H■^;lti(»ll^  so  thiit 
no  LTt  at  atlviiiicc  has  been  po^siblt ,  \Vf  liavf  made  soiiit-  |>roj,'rrss 
to-dav  ill  the  direction  ol"  Po/icrts. 

Soim  ol'  our  troo]is  stornud  a  douhlt-  hiu-  of  tniichcs  from 
li;izi  iitin-lt -I'riit  to  the  soiitli-(ast  of  Po/itrcs.  a  distance  tif 
1. ")(»()  \ards.  sfrcNvn  from  one  end  to  the  other  with  Gerniuu  dead 
;i!i(l  wounded. 

llit'li  Wood,  or  tlic  l^ois  dc  Fonnanx.  as  it  is  properly  called, 
is  to  ;i  trreat  extent  No  Man's  Land,  as  lyini:  over  the  en  st  of  the 
hill  our  nidi  could  be  shelled  by  the  direct  oi)servation  of  the 
(ueinvs  artillery.  o\(r  the  heads  of  their  own  nun  in  the  lower 
(dlXe  of  the  W(K)d. 

Our  line  therefore  has  luen  drawn  back  from  this  salient  and 
straightened  out  from  Lon<,'ueval  to  the  lon<,'  trench  by  Pozieres, 
\\  jiieh  is  now  approached  on  both  sides. 

Ovilh  rs  is  ours,  after  a  G(  rman  post  which  had  been  bravely 
(It  fended  surreix!  red  v  ith  two  ollicers  and  about  140  men  early 
this  niorninu.  i  iierc  is  no  other  news  of  importance  to-day  on 
the  line  of  attack,  but  it  is  good  enou<rh,  and  the  ;,'eneral  position 
of  our  force  is  improved. 


What  is  the  German  point  of  view  about  our  attack  antl  the 
|>r<)s()ects  of  the  war  ? 

That  is  the  question  I  have  always  had  in  my  head  durinj,'  the 
last  fortniu'ht.  when  I  have  seen  batches  of  jirisoners  beiiifj  led 
down  from  the  battlelieids,  and  the  question  i  have  put  to  some 
of  thei.'  in  bad  German  or  fair  English. 


m^ 


m/ms^mmy:mmMmr'  'mm^i»i^: 


■  -.K^^..     'J- . 


I  • 


■M 


r.V2  TIIK  l^XTTLKS  OK  THE  SOMMK 

It  i^  (lilliciilt  «(•  j.'«  t  any  rUar  aiiswi  r.  .  .  im  aiiswc  r  (.f  any  nul 
nmIih-.  TIk  m<ri  liav(  just  fdiric  out  ol'  (In  adl'iil  |lla(•l■^,  many 
<.i-  tluni  an  sfill  «la/.(<l  iiii(l(  r  tli(  sliock  <.f  sli.  Il-lin-,  some  u{ 
til.  Ill  an  pnxKl  and  sull.  n.  otlu  rs  an-  n  ady  fu  talk  hut  i^nnraiit 
of  til.  I)attl'  -fntnt  ill  which  th.  y  have  ix  (  n  and  of  tli.  situation 
oulsid.  th<-  diiy-outs  ill  which  th.y  cn.uch'  «l. 

V.  t  th.  n-  is  v,.iii.  thiiiL' to  he  h  arnf  out  olflu  ir  v.  ry  i^Mioraiicc, 
iin.l  hy  puttinu'  Iol'.  th.  r  aiisw.  rs  IVoin  m  panilc  ;,'n.n|)s  of  m<  n 
and  indi\idual  s,.|(li.rsoiicd<»st;.t  a  kind  of  hint  ..f  tli.  mn.nil 
id.  a  |in\ailiii'_'  afi..im'  fh.s.   (J.  rni;in  tn-ops  au'ain^t  us. 

l)\\\[v  a  nuinhcr  of  th.ni  ha\.  told  in.-  that  th.y  and  th.ir 
p.  opic  w.n  sun  that  tlw  war  would  he  over  in  Aut^ust  or 
Siiit.inli.  r.  Til"  \  ha\c  h<<n  pn.mis.d  that,  l)ut  could  not 
Lri\c  aiiv  nason  for  1>.  li.  f  cxccj.t  th.   i.nmiisc. 

"  I).,  vou  think  vou  an-  winnini,'  Y  "  I  ask.  .1  om-  iii;"i     <>f  nal 

int.  Ilii,'.iu'.'. 

••  We  thou<_'ht  so."  he  answered. 

'•  And  now  '.'  "' 

III-  nuscd  his  hands  and  shru^jmd  his  should,  rs. 

"  The  Kn^'lish  an-  stn)ni."  r  than  we  helie\i  il." 

Th.  n-  s. .  ms  t.>  m<-  no  douht  that  th.y  w.n-  jurf.  rtly  confident 
in  the  sfn  ii'jth  of  th.ir  lines.  They  did  n..t  Ix  li.  a.-  that  such 
dif.iic.s  as   those  at    Kricmrt    and   Montauhaii   ouhl   i-vcr  be 

hr.iken. 

Th.-  lu  w  pow.  r  of  our  artilUry  has  aina/.td  tlu  m  -they  spiak 
of  it  always  with  t<  rn.r  -and  the  oHicrs  espt cially  admit  that 
they  did  not  iiua'jine  that  "•  amateur  ^'uiiik  is."  as  they  call  our 
in.  n.  c.iuld  aclii.M-  such  n-sults. 

K..r  the  courage  of  our  infantry  tluy  hav.  always  had  a  great 
nsptrt.  nnu-inlH-rinLr  the  two  battles  of  Vpns.  but  they  count 
tlu  stniiiith  of  armi.  -^  by  the  stnntxth  of  j,'uns.  and  until  nccnt 
davs  kn.  w  tlu-v  had  tin-  trnatt  r  power. 

Tlu  foiUHJations  of  their  bt  lief  an-  shaken,  but  only  to  the 
cxf.-nt  fiiat  th.y  admit  the  possibility  of  their  army  having 
to  ntin-  t.»  a  n.-w  liiu  of  d.  teiice. 

I  have  not  f.)und  on.'  man  sp(  ak  of  dif.-at.  They  arc  still 
convine.d  that  the  German  army  will  never  be  beaten  to  the 
point  of  surnnder.  As  the  (krman  doctor  whom  I  have 
j,j....,.;,>,,.,|v  ,.,!nt.d  said  to  nu-  a  f.-w  days  a..-o.  "  Vou  are  strong 
and  we  an-  stn)iig.  Neither  side  can  crush  the  other.  If  the 
war  goes  on  it  w ill  be  the  suicide  of  Europe." 
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Tliist  Cm  rnian  sctldicrs  lUt  ixit  want  it  to  no  on.  That  i<l(  a 
in  till  ir  In  ads  is  eh  ar  ciioiitjli.  Tin  v  arc  wi  ary  ol"  %var.  and  have 
a  ynat  cra\in<,'  for  |k  an .  Tlu  v  want  to  vc  thtir  wivt  s  and 
(•liil<lni>  ayain.  One  strain  of  thoii;;lit  cntps  out  in  thiir  talk. 
It  is  th<-  siiLT^'t  stion  that  th<  y  litrht  not  rs  fn c  mt  ri  di  siring  to 
ti_'lit,  but  as  intii  cornjullrd  to  lii,'lit  by  liii,'li('r  powi  rs.  against 
whom  they  cannot  rcbrl. 

■■  It  is  oiir  discipline,"  said  one  of  tlum  to-day.  "  Wv  cannot 
Ik  Ip  onrs(  |v(  s." 

I  am  told  by  one  of  the  t)ilic(rs  in  charge  of  them  th.-it  tht  y 
t;;lk  of  anoflii  r  iruvitablc  war  b«  twiin  (iirniany  and  Kn<;lan(l 
in  t(  II  yi  ars  frotn  now. 

Th(  y  have  bcin  tanyht  to  Ixliivc,  he  says,  that  we  thrust 
this  war  upon  thctn.  that  all  through  \w  have  Ikiii  tlu'aijj»rcssors, 
and  that  Germany  will  seek  her  revenue. 


8 
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Personally,  I  have  not  heard  such  words  spoke  ti,  but  rather 
fnini  s<\tral  of  these  prisoners  a  frank  hatnd  of  war  as  the 
(:ius(  of  horrors  and  sufferim,'  Ix  yond  the  streu'^th  of  man  to 
Ih  ar.  They  talk  as  men  und<  r  an  evil  spell  |)ut  upon  them  by 
iiiiknowii  powers  beyond  their  reach. 

As  I  have  said,  all  this  does  not  amount  to  anythin;;  "f  real 
\alu<'  in  tryini,'  to  see  into  the  spirit  of  the  (lerman  people, 
riiiv  are  the  o|)inions  of  prisoners,  who  have  escaped  from  the 
worst  terrors  of  war,  but  an-  immediately  cautious  of  any 
int(  rroLrati(»u.  and  [xrhaps  a  little  tempted  to  say  pleasing  things 
to  their  captors.  They  cannot  conceal  their  ij^'iiorance,  which  is 
enormous,  because  all  but  victories  have  been  hidden  from  thein 
liiitil  their  own  defeat,  but  tlu  y  couceal  their  knowledge. 

I  was  interested,  for  instance,  to  hear  them  deny  any  <,'reHt 
Miffc  rinjj  from  hun<ier  in  their  own  country. 

■  Our  people  have  enou;,'h  to  eat,"  said  several  of  them  when  I 
(|uestioned  tlu  ni.  When  I  told  them  of  the  letters  captured  in 
tluir  dui^-outs,  all  full  of  pitiful  tales  about  lack  of  foexl.  they 
stared  at  me  with  fjrave  eyes,  and  sjiid  ajjuin,  stoutly  : 

"  They  have  enGnjrh  to  eat.  liread  cnou<;h,  and  meat 
( iioui.'h." 

Their  first  desire  upon  coming  from  the  battlefields  is  water, 
which  they  get  at  once,  and  their  next  is  permission  to  write 
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t«.  Kii'.'l;ii.(l.  \vli<  n  llicyrxp.  ct  irp  iil.  r  ((.iiit'orts  tliiiii  in  tlv' 

li.  Ids  with  l.arlxd-win   IikIl"  s  vvlirn   lli.y  arc  k<  |.t  on  the  way 
down  until  fluv  «iin  l><   .  ntruiiHd. 

As  I  uat.li.  .1  till  III  to-<lay  ayain  I  llioii-lit  of  our  mm  w! 
arc  prison,  rs.  atai  ^>\i  all  tlw    ^r.at  siini  of  liuinan  niis.  ry  uhicli 
|,ii>  Im.ii  luap.  .1  P|.  in  tlii>  uar.      Fort  unat .  Iv.  in  our  tnatinrnl 
of  prisoiii  rs  \M    li  •( 
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.Iri.Y   IS 

i\  ill  tin-  li'.'htitiLT  (Inriiiir  th<-  pMsf  fnrtiiii,'Iif  lli-  stm.'u'l'  f»'r 
()>;l!ir>  st.imK  <>ut  M|iiiriit(ls  .is  a  si.-:,  in  whirli  \u'\]\  attack 
,-,1  i!  .1.  t'eiic-  were  nl'  a  in«»f  (l<)<,'t,'i  (I  and  d.  Nprrat.-  Uiml. 

'I'll.  Slim  ml'  r  i>\'  IIk  rdimaiits  of  ils  garrison  la-t  iiii.'lit  «  ii'ls 
;.n  (|.is()(lf  wliicli  will  not  !).•  f( .ri,'. )t t (  n  in  !iist.,ry.  'I'Ik  >.  lie  ii 
\K.  n ot'lhcSnl  Prussian  (inanl.  aritl  i.iir  Coininaiiti'  r-iii-(  lii'  I",  in 
hi>  .lav's  (lispatcii,  has  paid  a  tril.uf.-  to  tli- ir  l.rav.ry  wiiicli 
i>  rcluHd  l»y  ulluTrs  aii<l  riK  ii  who  fought  airaiiist  th(  tu. 
It  is  a  lril)Mtc  tr>  our  own  troops  also,  who  hy  no  kss 
inuratr.    l)rok<-  down  a  stiihhorn   nsistaiicr   and   captured   the 

'.'arrison. 

I  have  aln  ady  <l(  scrilx  <!  the  (arlitr  phase  s  of  th--  sii  ;,'(•  ;  tht- 
lirst  attack  on  July  1.  when  our  men  hrokt  tIiroiit;h  thr  oiit<T 
iMtuork  of  trcnclKs  and  advancttl  through  slmts  of  niachinr- 
L"in  lire,  snfferiti},'  heavy  casiialfits,  the  sci/iin  of  separated  l)ifs 
..fhroken  trench-work  by  httje  IxKJies  of  ;,'allaiit  men  li<;htinu 
i!!i|e|),  iidently.  yainini,'  ground  by  a  yard  or  two  at  a  time  and 
attackinu'  niachine-t^mn  })osts  and  bombini,'  i)osts  by  liaii<l-t<»- 
haiid  n^'hts  ;  the  imderixroiind  strii^'ulc  in  !_'reat  vaulted  c.  liars 
ii. math  the  ruined  town;  the  surprise  attack  at  nijjht  when  a 
1, limber  of  fresh  troops  spranj^  upon  the  defence  s  to  the  wi-steru 
vide  ,)f  the  town,  and  then,  linkinj;  up  with  the  men  in  the 
I  iptnred  trencht  s  and  ruins,  cut  th<-  |)laee  in  half,  took  many 
iu  i-<,ners,  and  isolated  the  enemy  still  holding  out  in  the  northern 
li  ilfof  the  position. 

Many  different  battaHons  had  taken  a  share  in  tiie  fighting, 
ail  iiad  suffiied,  aiid  then  jfiviii  way  tu  iaw  nun  wh-)  k!;=  w  th*' 
i.atiire  of  this  business,  but  set  grimly  to  work  to  carry  on  the 
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slow  |.!(.r(ss  of  dijrcrin;^'  out  the  ciicniy  from  his  last  strongholds. 
It  w.i    almost  JittTJillv  It  work  of  (li<'''iii<'  out. 
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The  town  of  0\  ilKrs  docs  not  <  xist.  It  was  annihilated  hy 
thi  l)onil)anlnicnts  and  made  a  ruhhish-luapof  bricks  and  dust. 
\VJKn  our  nun  \v(  n-  scparatt  d  from  f  h(  ( in  my  by  only  a  yard  or 
two  or  hy  only  a  barricade  or  two  tiie  artillery  on  both  sides 
ceased  fire  upon  OvilKrs.  lest  the  ^juiuurs  should  kill  their 
own  men. 

They  barraj,'ed  intensely  rouiul  about.  Our  shells  Ml 
inc<ssantly  upon  the  enemy's  conmiunication-trenches  to  the 
nortli  and  <ast  so  that  the  bclca'^ured  f^arrison  should  not  <,'et 
.supplies  or  reinforcements. 

We  made  a  wall  of  death  about  tlum.  Hut  thouj,'h  no  shdls 
row  l)urst  ov(  r  the  tiround  where  many  dead  lay  strewn,  there 
was  artillery  of  a  lij^hter  kind,  n(»t  less  deadly.  It  was  the 
artilhry  of  maehine-^'uns  and  bombs.  The  Prussian  Guard 
made  full  Use  of  tlie  vaulted  cellars  and  of  the  ruined  houses. 

They  had  made  a  series  of  small  keips,  which  they  defend<d 
almost  ( ritirely  by  machine-yun  fire.  As  soon  as  we  advanced 
tlic  machine-<runs  were  set  to  work,  and  i)lay((l  their  hose  of 
bullets  acntss  the  pround  which  our  men  had  to  cover.  One  by 
one.  by  <:(ttin<,'  round  about  theni,  by  workini;  zig/af,'  ways 
throu<:h  cellars  and  ruins,  by  sudden  rushes  of  bombin«r  jiartics 
led  by  younjjf  oflicers  of  darinjj  spirit,  we  knockc-d  out  these 
nuichine-ffun  emplacements  antl  the  fjuiuurs  uho  served  them, 
until,  yisterdav.  there  was  on!v  the  lust  remnant  of  the  garrison 
left  in  Ovillers. 

'J'hese  men  of  the  :3rd  Prussian  Guard  liad  long  been  in  a  hoiK-- 
Icss  position.  They  were  starving  because  all  supplies  had  been 
cut  off  l)y  our  never-ceasing  barrage,  and  tliey  had  no  water- 
supply,  so  that  they  suffered  all  the  tortun  of  great  thirst. 

llun.an  nature  could  make  no  longer  resistanei-,  and  at  last 
the  odict  rs  raised  a  signal  of  surrender,  and  came  over  with 
nearly  IK)  men,  wlu)  he  Id  their  hands  uj). 

The'  fighting  had  been  savage.  At  close  grips  in  the  broken 
carthv e  ks  and  deep  cellars  there-  had  been  no  sentiment,  but 
Kritish  -olditrs  and  Gt  rmajis  haii  Hung  themselves  upon  each 
other  with  bombs  and  any  kintl  of  weapon. 
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Hut  now.  when  all  was  trukd,  the  last  of  the  (icrmaii  yarrison 
\v<  n  n  ccivcd  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  none  of  otir  soldiers 
(i.  ni(  s  them  the  rcspict  due  to  {jrcat  coiiraftc 

'•  TIk  V  stuck  it  splendidly,"  was  the  verdict  of  one  of  them 
to-(!,iy.  and  thon<,'h  there  is  no  love  lost  between  our  army  and 
th.  I  ir  niy's,  it  is  fjood  at  least  that  we  should  have  none  of  that 
silly  contempt  for  the  foe  which  is  sometimes  expressed  by 
jM  (ij)lr — never  by  British  soldiers— who  unconsciously  discredit 
the  valour  of  our  men  by  tuiderestimating  the  coura;j;c  and 
friiacity  of  those  who  flight  us. 
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TIIK  SCOTS  AT  LON(;i  KVAL 


Ji  i.v  20 


if  oiir   iulvaiK-r   i^   (mmsjul:   'is   very 


Till'.   pr(s(  lit    stiiuc   < 

lii,'Iitini:  for  importaiil  jxisitioiis  on  Iul'Ii  'J 

";iiiH(l    Mild    held    bcrnrc    iknv    pro^'r.  ss    «)\( 


hard 


I'd  I 


ml  wliicli  niiist  nr 
•   open    coimtrv   is 


l,(,vsil)lc.     Tin    .  iiciny  is  uatlu  riiiu  up  his  nsi  r\  (  s  and  llinu'ini: 

t  lis  1(1  cluck  the  onward  inovcnicnt  at  all  costs,  and 

that  lu-  has  bronirht  nj)  m  sv  hattcri*  s  of  luavy 


th<  ni  airains 


it  s(  cms  to  nic 
l/iiiis.  hccaiisc 


his  artillcrv-ln-c  is  incnasin!,'. 


II 


is   |!ris(/ii(rs   rc\*a 


the  (iciniaii  hues,  w 


I   th(    <'ravc  aiixii  tv   that    n  iirns   lichind 

the 


lu  re  tlu  re  is  no  atti  i 


iilU 


to  iiiimniize 


yrcaf  ness  ul  our  nu  iiace. 
( \(  rv  IK  r\<   to  orLTani/.c  a 


Tl 


U'  tiieniv  Is  liiKloii 


litedlv  straiiiiiii; 


new  and  iVrniidahle  n  sistancc. 


To-(iav.  ho\v<  \  (  r,  he  has  lost  nianv  iu(  ii 

h 


n  and  xaluahlc  irround, 


not  only  in  li-.'iil inir  with  Hritish  troops,  hut  with  the  J-reiifti.  who 
at  Manrei.as  and  other  positions  on  our  riu'ht  have  made  a 
successful  advance. 

In  the  early  hours  of  this  nuirninir.  after  a  Ion-,'  honihardnunt 
which  mad.  the  ni^'ht  \  (  ry  dnadful  with  noise,  and  the  sky 
vivid  with  the  li-.dit  of  ])urstin'j  shells  such  a  nitrht  as  I 
diseril),  (1  a!  leiiL'th  a  day  or  two  aL'o  ^n  attack  was  made  hy 
our  tropjis  on  tlu  hi'.'li  .ixround  between  Drhiile  Wood  and  High 
Wood  and  to  the  west  of  these  positions. 

The  eiu  niv  was  in  f^Teat  strciu^tii.  and  maintained  a  stroni,' 
defence,  hut  he  siiffen-d  seven  ly.  and  was  forcid  to  retreat  in 
disoriler  upon  some  parts  of  iiis  line. 


A  Liood  d(al  of  tile  l"i-,'htinix  feil  to  south-country  hoys  who 
once  followed  tlu  plough  and  still  have  the  English  sky  in  their 
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,ii!  nil 


t  far  from  lluiu  wd-f  M)ii\r  •' 


f  Hie  ••  Harry  Land.r 


lis  (1   til  man  t 


\v  hattlciiK  iits  III'  Kdiiih'irtih  <.'a->t!' 


|{<iiiL.'<-  l).ra'_"iii  knockct 


I  at  tile  'Mtr  ami  a>U'il  ailm.tia 


!HT 


Mil 


11,,  V  had  a  l)a(l  iiii,'lil    -"  ihr  wur-^t  a  ma 


if  till  m   wlio    liad   known  o 


n  niul'l  d:-  am  «>!'."' 
tluT  liad   ni'_'Iil-  "f  war. 


,\-  undir  t!ir  crn-^^ 


•  tire  o 


firp  at  sill  11  •.  IJrili^i 


1  and  (i.riiian. 


itli-rii  s  Win 


iumiiiii''  on 


t  sliilU  in  a  II 


!•  .it  Imrrv  h-  t'lirc 


Innr 


in  it    ilu 


\V(  rr  as  no 


thin;,'  coinpari'd  with  Hir 


'I'lv    II 


r  tin   li-a\  !■ 


W      \\\w    lirni 


Cirandmotli' Ts  '     an 


1    ••  Ami 


tilOM' 


|lj-iiir|l  ai 


d  TJ-inrh  sin  IN  \vi\;ch  ','o  r> 


iri'i.r  thro'iirii  ll>''  :i"'  •""' 


Ml 


\V 


ith  vast  rarth-shakmif  iTasins. 
"  wiih  Ills  coal-scnttlis. 


And 


he  cnt  niv  was 


i'lit  \-  wi.rr 


111.'  rra!  •  Jack  Johnsons.       sai 


1  ;•,  DrVOilshir--  I. id 


i;m1  a  piicr  ol  out 


(if  tlitiii  ill 


ills  ri^lit  shouldiT. 


ha\'i- 


,i,.  N   (ir   t\V( 
,ii-'_'rrna.dis. 


•II,     Till     told,    silar     Vpr 
Hnt    lluv   canic   over   as   tliii'k  a' 


iu)t    iHcii    sri 


'I" 


d  fast    as 


()u    know 


th 


,in<l    III     liol 


I, 


•  ti".ii. 


W 


ac 


ross    and    dvv\)    <  niiULrii 


ih.'y     maKr  : 
iloll 


to    hurv    a    w 


I'll  ■  din  fairly  mid 


me  iiiiaki 


■  r  I  w-i  iilon 


rrd  hair  unc  sns  on  mar 
I) 


i  a   tall  lad   with   the 
rktt  davs  in  Ipswich.  and  he 


sail 


•.,r,  d  a  lilllc  at  tlu    niiu nibrantv  o 
a  u;,s  warm  uj)()ii  him  tluii 


)f  tlu-  niu'ht.  thonu'ii  the 


r.iit  thrv  did  not  suffer  inufh  from 


dl 


us    I'J 


m-liri'  as  tin  y 


ii.d  tluir  treiiclus  in  the  darkness.      Ih 
1  few   Wire  hurt.     Tlir  attack   was 


slU 


!i.  aiK 


.\MI    U 


[)  the  risinj,'  slope  ol  ^'romu 


(1  to  LTo  across 

•ill  it,  to  Delville  Wood. 


from  the  Uois  de  Fonreaux,  » 


lis  |K!ss'(l  over 

madi-   In  fore  tin- 

i  towards  hii:h  roads  which 

)r  Iliilh  Wood  as 


\nw  tlure  are  no  roads,  for  ..ur  homi.ardment  had  torn  up  t  lie 
,,1,  i„,o  a  series  of  deep  craters.     Th<   (..rmans  had  a  line  ol 


the  IsL  of  July,  l)ut 


,i:-imts  lure,  Vaiilt    in  ^reat  haste  since 

^s  s!!oi'.  as  our  men  were  upon  tlu-m,  the  CW  rman  soldi,  rs.  who 
,i  lH,n  i,i,!in-  helow-irrou.id,  came  up  hk<-  rahiuts  wh.  n  the 
nts  arc-  at  w.,rk.     Most  of  them  ran  away,  as  hard  as  ttuv 
i;lil.  stumhliuLr  and  falling  <ner  the  broken  -roun.l. 

Ti.  V  run  so  ha:d,-  -aid  one  of  our  nun.  "  that   I  conldn  t 
teh  up  with  -em.      It  was  a  .puer  kind  of  race,  us  chasm-  (  ni, 
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and  tluy  ruimiiif,'.     The  only  Gemians  I  cairn-  up  with  wcr 
dead  "iiiis." 

IJut  somi'  of  th<-  (itrnians  did  not  run.  They  came  forward 
tliroii<,di  the  half-darkness  of  this  dawn  with  their  hands  raisiU 
One  CV>rnish  hoy  I  kn.w  took  five  prisoners,  who  crowded  round 
him  cryinj,'  '"  Kamerad  !  '"  so  tliat  he  felt  like  the  old  woman  in 
the  slioi'. 

I'p  to  that  poitit  our  casualties  were  very  slij^ht.  but  later  on. 
up  the  hi^'her  f^'round.  the  enemy's  mnehine-jzun  fire  swept 
across  the  <,'rass  and  tiie  Wrown.  bare  <  arth  of  the  old  trenchf^, 
and    abovc^the  hijxh  rims  of  the  she  11-craters.     Hut  our  mw 

swept  on. 

Other  troops  were  working'  round  IIi.;,'h  Wood  on  the  left,  and 
in  the  centre  men  were  advancing  into  the  wood  itself,  and 
forcin-,'  forward  over  the  fallen  treis  and  branches  and  th. 
bodies  of  CJerman  dead.  The  enemy's  shells  crashed  above 
them,  but  these  regiments  of  ours  wc  re  determined  to  <,'et  on 
and  to  hold  on,  and  durinu  the  day  tluy  have  orfjani/ed  stionc 
points,  and  captured  the  western  side  and  all  the  southern  par 
of  this  position. 


The  situation  at  Lon^jiieval  and  Deville  Wood,  on  the  north- 
east of  that  \illaj,'e,  has  been  very  full  of  trouble  for  our  men  ever 
since  these  places  were  taken  by  some  of  our  Iliyhland  resinKnt> 
on  July  14.  The  enemy  made  repeated  counter-attacks  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  villau'C  where  he  still  held  some  machine- 
<,'un  emplacements,  and  ke|>t  a  way  open  throu!,'h  his  trenchn 
here  on  the  north  so  that  he  cf)uld  st  nd  up  supports  and  supplies. 

From  the  north  also  he  concentrated  hiavy  artillery-fire  on  the 
southern  i)art  of  Delville  Worn!,  which  was  held  by  some  of  our 
South  African  troops,  and  maintained  a  violent  barrage. 

Nevertluless  the  IIi<,'hlanders  have  held  on  for  nearly  a  week 
with  a  (h)j,'<red  eiidurance  that  has  frustrated  all  the  efforts  of  the 
enemy  to  yet  back  on  to  their  old  jiround.  The  gallantry  of 
theseineii  who  w«  ar  the  tartans  of  the  old  Scottish  clans  would 
seem  wonderful  if  it  were  not  habitual  with  them. 

Their  first  dash  for  Lonj,'ueval  was  one  of  the  finest  exploits 
of  the  Wiir.  They  were  led  forward  by  their  pipers,  who  went 
with  tluni  not  only  towards  the  German  lines  but  across  them 
and  into  the  thick  of  the  battle. 
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It  VMS  to  tlu-  turn-  <.f  "  Tin-  Canipln  Us  arc  coiuiii},'  "  tl.at  oiu- 
,,  ,nn>r„t  urnt  forward,  and  that  music,  which  1  heard  last  up  the 
:,"  , .  „f  Stirling  Casth-,  was  heard  with  terror,  b<  yond  a  d.mbt, 
,,,  ihr  C;crman  soldiers.  Then  the  pipes  scnanud  out  he 
( inr-e  the  most  awtul  music  to  be  heanl  by  men  wh..  have  the 
ll,'.hl;.iulrrs  against  them,  and  with  fixed  bayonets  and  hand- 
.,  1(1'  s  thev  stormed  the  (Jernian  trendies. 

11,  ,-,.  th.re  are  manv  conc<  aled  machine-trutj  emplacements, 
,,,a  ,l,i"-outs  so  stronj:  that  no  shell  could  smash  them,  honu- 
:;  ,h,,n  wen.  ^'reat  va.ilts  and  concreted  duunbers  ol  jjreat 
,.!,  where  manv  G*  rmans  could  lind  cov.r.  Mut  the  Il.-h- 
,,.',l,rs  w.nt  down  into  tlum  with  u'reat  reckhssiu  ss,  two  or 
-„',,.  men  llin^'inii  themselves  into  the  vaults  where  enenues 
,v  nicked.  Thev  were  scornful  of  all  such  dan^'ers. 
1  ,m  told  bv  one"  of  their  colonels  that  in  bombini;  down  the 
,„„„unication-trenches  they  threw  all  caution  to  the  wind,  and 
^,iM!,  some  of  the  men  went  alon«  the  trenches  others  ran  alont? 
„  tup  under  heavy  lire,  cheering  their  comrades  on,  and  then 
1    '  ii!"  '!  wn  iipon  the  enemy. 

ri„\.rrmans    defended    thenisehcs    with    mo.t    stubborn 
,,„,;e'r  and  even  now,  or  at  least  as  late  as  last  ni«ht,  they  still 
ry,  s,.n.e  machine-Kuns  at  one  point,  from  winch  it  has  been 
„,u„.l  dillicult  to  dislod-e  them.     They  are  down  m  a  concrete 
|,.,:,.l ac.Tuent.  from  which  they  can  send  out  a  contmual  spatter 
h.ill,  t.  down  the  ruined  way  of  what  once  was  a  street. 
11,,  lli.'hlanders  dun  trenches  across  the  villa-e,  and  had  what 
tn.v  .allln  soldier^'  lant^ma-o  "a  hell  of  a    tin.e,      wluch  is  a 
itru;  uav  ..f  putting  it.     The  enemy  barratjed  tlu'  village  with 
rn.n  ssive-  lines  e,f  heavy  shells,  yard  by  yard,  b..t  by  the'  oest 
M  hck  his  lines  stopped  slu.rt  e.f  where  some  ranks  ..t  1  i-h- 
.,K  rs  were  Ivinu'  down  in  fours,  usin^  frightful  worels  to  keep 
•  V  ;r  spirits  up.     The  re  were  he.urs  e.f  bael  luck,  t..o,  an.l  one^  was 
.i.n  M.me  of  the  transport  men  and  horses  were  knockeel  out 
i.  .'.  ttin^r  into  a  barrage-.     Casualties  were  heavy  amonu'  other 
.  Jlr,  rs  and  men,  but  the  llifjhhmders  helel  on  with  a  wonderiul 
-Piril. 


It  is  a  spirit  which  I  saluted  to-day  with  reverence  when  I  met 


til'  SI-  men  marchin-,'  out  of  the  fire 


zone.     They  came-  marchiiu 


I  aeTejss 


broken  liclels,  w 


here  old  wire  still  lies  tangled  and  old 
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tniiclics  cul  ii|>  thr  j:n)iiii(l,  and  the  iioiv  „f  the  f^ins  was  about 
IIhiii. 

Soirir  (.four  h(avv  hattcriis  were  firiiij,'  with  terrific  sfu>oksof 
sound,  which  made  iniil(  -teams  i)liinj,'c  and  trenihle.  and  stnid 
sharply  acDss  thi-  thunder  of  masses  of  aims  Jirinj,'  alony  th> 
whole  Hue  of  liatth'.  There  was  a  thick  stimmer  haze  aliouf 
niid  on  the  ridircs  th<-  l)lack  vapours  of  sh<  II-l)ursts.  and  ail  th- 
air  was  luavv  witji  smoke.  It  was  out  of  this  that  the  Hij;!;. 
laiuh  IS  came  marchini,'.  They  hronyht  the  ir  music  with  tlinii, 
and  the  ])ipes  of  war  W(  re  [)layinir  a  Scottish  love-soni;  : 

I  lo'o  iijic  laddie  Init  anc, 
An"  In-  lo'ts  iiac  lassie  hut  ine. 

'i'lu  Ir  iJKs  were  caked  with  mud  and  stained  with  bUxxl  and 
hlth.  hut  the  min  were  beautiful,  marchiny  brisklv,  with  a  fiin 
pride  in  their  eyes.  Ofliccrs  and  men  of  other  rejrimcnt, 
watched  tlu  m  pass  and  saluted  them,  as  men  who  had'foiiph; 
with  luroic  couraire,  so  that  the  dirtiest  of  them  there  and  tin 
humble  st  ,,f  tluse  Jocks  was  a  fine  sentlinian  and  worthy  of 
kniLThtliDod. 

Man\  of  them  wore  German  helmets  and  jrriimcd  beneath 
th<  in.  One  lirawny  yoimfj  Scot  had  the  cap  of  a  German  Staff 
ollicer  cocked  over  his  lar.  One  inachine-jrun  siction  brought 
down  two  (ierman  machines  besides  their  own.  They  were  ver>- 
tin  d.  but  they  held  their  heads  up,  and  the  pipers  who  had  becii 
with  th(ni  i)lew  out  their  bajjs  bravely,  though  hard  up  for  wind. 

And  the  Scottish  love-sonj,'  ranjj  out  across  the  fields.  What- 
ever its  words,  it  was,  1  thiiik,  a  lu\e-sonrj  for  the  dear  dead 
th(  y  had  left  behind  them. 


Vi 
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XVI II 
THE  DEVIL'S  WOOD 


Jt  LY    21 

])i:i.vii,i,K  Wood,  to  the  right  of  Lonpiicval,  is  a  rumu-  marked 
en  the  war-maps,  but  somr  of  our  soldiers,  who  take  hhcrties 
wilh  all  Fnneh  plaee-names,  ^iviiiij  a  familiar  juhI  homely 
sninid  t(»  words  bevtmd  the  trick  of  their  tonj^nus,  call  this 
■Til.    l)(\irs  Wood." 

It  is  a  rt  asoiiahle  name  for  it.  It  is  a  devilish  place,  which 
li;!s  litcii  a  d«ath-trap  to  both  the  (Jermaii  and  Hritish  troops 
alio  liMve  held  iL  in  turn,  or  parts  of  it.  It  is  herr  and 
m  Ili!:h  Wood  to  the  north-west  •)f  it  that  the  hyhtini,' 
(Kiitinucs  hotly.  Last  nij,'ht  and  to-day  the  northern  end 
was  under  the  fire  of  our  j,nms,  the  southern  end  under 
Gtrnian  fire,  and  somewhere  alxjut  the  centre  the  opiKjsinj^ 
iiiliintry  is  entrenched  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  dif,'  in  such 
a  |)laec. 

'I'lii  German  soldiers  have  the  advanta;,'e  in  defiiice.  They 
have  placed  their-  machine-jriin*^  brhind  barricades  of  fp-cat 
fnt-tninks,  hidden  their  sharpshooters  up  in  the  foliajjc  of 
tr((s  still  standinjT  above  all  the  litttr  of  branches  smashed 
down  by  shrapnel  and  hijjh  explosives,  and  send  a  patter  of 
bullets  across  to  our  men,  who  have  dui,'  holes  for  themselves 
IhIow  the  toujjh  roots. 

There  is  no  need  for  cither  side  to  do  any  wr>o<l-choppln£» 
for  the  buildinij  of  their  barricades.  Great  numlu  rs  of  trees 
have  fallen,  cut  clean  in  half  by  heavy  shells,  and  lie  across 
(aeli  otluT  in  the  tanfrle  of  bnishwood.  Branches  have  been 
lopped  off  or  torn  off,  and  are  piled  up  as  thoutrh  for  a  bonfire. 
Th(  broken  trunks  stick  u{)  in  a  ghastly  way,  stripped  of  their 
l)ark,  and  enormous  roots  to  which  the  earth  still  clings  have 
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hi(  ti  t(irn  out  of  the  j^roiind  as  tFidiijih  by  a  hurricane,  and 
sfn  tell  tli(  ir  t(  iituclis  out  al)ovc  (Iccp  pits. 

'I'lic  wood  is  stn  wu  with  (1(  ad.  and  wounded  men  are  so 
amiiht  in  the  juni,'le  of  faUen  brandies  that  they  can  hardh- 
crawl  tfirouLrh  it.  Kven  the  nnwoundtd  liavc  to  crawl  on  their 
Way  forward  to  i\<jh\,  over,  «)r  underneath,  the  yreat  trunks 
which  lie  across  the  tracks. 

'J"he  ;_'aliant  South  -Xfricans  who  were  lierc  coidd  not  dij 
<|uickly  (  iiou-.'!!  to  «:et  cover  from  the  shells  which  the  cneniy» 
<,'uiis  pumpid  into  the  wood  as  soon  as  our  nun  had  jiained  it, 
arui  foiuid  it  very  hard  to  dit,'  at  all.  but  now.  I  hope,  our 
troops  are  more  secure  from  shell-lire  and  the  etsemy  is  sufferin;; 
SI  \.  r(|y  from  our  bond)ardm(  nt.  !!is  machine -i,'uns  chattir 
through  th(  day  and  nit.'ht  from  one  or  two  si  roni,' emplacements, 
and  our  nun.  lyintr  behiiul  their  owu  stfK-kaiies.  effectively 
reply.  Ilu'  twilifjht   of  " 'J'he   I)<\irs  Wood"  the  stru<,'2le 

^'oes  oil.  but  j^'radually  we  are  eiiclosinj,'  the-  place  and  the 
(Jermans  in  it  are  not  then-  for  lonj,'. 


JlLY  27 

.\t  about  till  o'clock  this  niorninj;  our  troops  ayain  took 
Ddville  Wood — all  but  a  narrow  strip  on  the  north — and 
l)erhaps  it  is  the  last  tinu-  that  it  will  bi'  necessary  to  send 
nu  u  to  the  assault  of  this  evil  position  which  has  earned  the 
lieknaiue  of  "  l)i\  il's  Wood  "'  from  soldii  rs  who  have  been 
throu^'h  it  and  out  of  it. 

As  oiu'  of  our  ollicers  said  to  me  this  niornin*:.  '"  I  wish  to 
jroodness  we  could  wipe  the  place  off  the  map,  or  burn  it  off. 
.\  <,Mod  forest  lire  there  would  cleanse  the  ixroiind  of  this  filthy 
wreekaije  of  trees  which  has  been  a  death-trap  to  so  many 
j;Ood   fellows."' 

It  is  a  (|ue(  r  thinj,'  that  so  many  trees  are  still  standiiiff,  and 
that  it  still  looks  like  a  wood  as  I  saw  it  the  other  dav  when  the 
enemy  was  barraijinij  this  side  of  it.  In  spite  of  all  the  trees 
that  have  been  cut  down  by  shells  the  foliaifc  still  looks  dense 
at  a  distaiu'e  and  hides  all  the  he)rror  underneath. 

're)-elay  many  more  trees  have'  been  slashed  off  and  hurled 
iil)e)n  e)ther  fallen  trunks.  If  the  wood  had  been  drier  the 
fe)rest  lire  we)ulel  have  blazed.     I  am  told  that  our  concentration 
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(p|  i.'ii(is  fi»r  tliis  moniiny's  boinhiinlnicTit  secured  tin-  most 
inti  iiM  scries  of  harrau'<  s  iijhui  t)iic  position  since  the  lialtit 
i.f  I'icanly  In  ;raii  twi  nty-seveii  days  ayo  ;  twice  as  heavy  as 
,:iiy  similar  artillery  attack. 

rile  homhardment  he-fan  early  this  niorninir.  and  t(v>k  line 
;i;t(r  line  from  south  to  north  aljove  the  ^'round  lit  Id  hy  our 
iiK  II.  in  |)ro<,'ressivc-  blocks  of  lire.  Our  battt  ries  ovc  r  an  area 
i-t  s(  \iral  miles,  from  the  loufj-ranye  heavies  to  the  IS-poumhrs 
In-  Inrward.  Ilutij,'  every  si/.e  of  shell  into  this  "  Devil's  Wood," 
;iiui  lill(  d  it  with  hiyh  explosives  and  shraf)nel  so  that  one  yreat 
\  1.1  utile  of  smoke  rose  from  it  and  covered  it  in  a  dense  black 

(Ull. 

It  sc(  nis  impossible  that  any  Germans  there  could  still  be 
I  it  alive,  but  it  is  too  soon  yet  to  know  whether  our  men  found 
any  of  thirn  crtiuchini,'  in  holes  or  lyinj,'  under  the  shelter  of 
■.'nut  trunks  and  rtmts.  Perhaps  a  few  German  soldiers  nmy 
(nine  out  from  this  place  of  death,  having  escajwd  by  what 
vdiis  like  a  miracle,  except  that  every  day  men  do  escape  in 
tli(  strangest  way  from  shells  which  burst  above  them  and 
i!ii(l(  r  thiin  and  around  them. 

Hut  tlure  will  not  be  many  who  may  tell  the  tale  of  this 
iiiuniinir's  bombardment  of  the  wood,  for  the  enemy  has  not 
liaii  time  to  make  an  elaborate  system  of  duj,'-outs  lure,  deep 
inoii^'h  to  protect  them  from  6-inch  or  8  inch  slulls,  but  had 
ii'i  more  cover  than  our  own  men  who  held  the  wood  when  it 
"iis  the  turn  of  the  enemy's  artillerv. 


3 

I  was  talking,'  to  some  of  these  men  this  morninp  and  thty 
all  had  the  same  tale  to  tell.  "  Devil's  Wo(k1,"  said  one  of 
tti<  tu — a  shock-headed  PetiT  in  shorts,  who  had  not  lost  his 
Miisi-  of  humour,  thou},'h  a  '^(hkI  deal  of  blood,  up  there — 
■  this  Delvilk'  Wood,  as  it  is  called  [Militely  by  fellows  who  don't 
know  the  look  of  it  or  the  smell  of  it,  is  easily  the  worst  place 
"II  (arth,  as  far  as  I  can  guess. 

■  Its  just  crowded  with  corpses,  and  to  stay  there  is  to  join 
lliit  company.  The  only  cover  one  can  get  is  to  crawl  under 
i'  i'Mj  and  hope  for  the  best,  or  crawl  into  a  shell-liole  and  expect 
til'  worst — which  generally  arrives.  I  had  the  de\irs  own 
luck  —a  puncture  of  the  left  leg— so  I  can't  walk  back  there." 


r/. 


116  Till':  HATTLKS  OF  TIIK  SOMMK 

I  If  was  aiiia/.i(i  Ut  have  o«mU'  «Mit  mi  «  asily,  ainl  Jmc-uiis*'  lif 
slill  litid  lift,  and  tuiild  sec  the  miii  sliiniii^'  throiiyh  thr  Map 
<>r  a  l(  III,  ii«  was  in  liiLrh  spirits,  like  all  <»ur  nu  n  who  havr  had 
the  luck  lo  j.'(  t  a  "  cMishit-  wound,"  which  in  this  war  is  the 
lust  ol' hick  to  nun  in  snch  plac  s  as  '"  i)cvil\  Wood." 

The  otht  r  ini  u  wcrr  tlo«|n<  nt  ahont  thf  (i.  rnian  sni|Krs 
who  Wilt  Indd  11  in  the  folia^'c  of  tncs  with  rilhs  and  niachinc- 
yuns  and  \sail(d  \i  ry  patiently  until  any  of  onr  men  hct;an  to 
crawl  throiii:li  the  tn  c-trMiiks.  That  (.'atm-  is  linishcd.  Our 
hond)ardin<  111  (hi^  mornin^r  must  have  swept  away  all  si.ch  nun 
with  what(\<r  wiajioii  tiny  had. 

DiAil's  Wood  has  hcconic  more  crowded  with  dead,  and  it 
is  ov(  r  tin  si  hodits  that  our  nun  stmnhhd  this  iuornin<»  whm 
tluy  W(  nt  forward  slowly  and  cautiously  Ix  hind  the  irrcat 
barrajn  ot"  our  j/uns,  which  cleared  the  way  for  thcni.  Tluy 
advanced  in  wavis,  'altiii!,'  while  ani>lh<r  t)arra<,'e  was  main- 
tained for  half  ail  i.iiir  or  more  ahead.  They  had  to  cross 
Princes  Sin  (I.  which  was  a  sunken  road  made  into  somcthirii! 
like  a  In  iieii  i>\  the  South  Africans,  and  afterwards  by  Scots 
from  lioiiH  .  strikini,'  across  the  ylades  from  west  t()  east,  aiul 
the  II  they  pusiied  northwards. 

I  have  ii(»  d(  tails  of  the  li<,'htin<,',  which  is  slill  in  protn'i'ss 
but  it  is  probable  that  the  attack  has  siiecteded  without  many 
casualties.  It  is  in  heildin^  the-  i(re)unel  that  the  worst  time' 
comes  te)  the-  me  n  who  capture  it. 


Meanwhile'  ane)ther  attack  has  been  maele-  this  morninit, 
advancinj,'  eastwarels  te)  Delvillc  \Ve)e)d  frenn  Le)nj,'Ucval,  which 
is  |)artly  in  and  partly  out  e)f  the  we)e)el,  with  the  object  of 
clearinj,'  e»ut  the'  enemy  from  the  ne>rth<  rn  part  e)f  the  village 
and  joiniiiLT  up  with  the-  me-n  advancing  inte)  the  wood  from  the 
south,  as  I  ha\  e  just  described. 

Here,  ai,'ain.  ne)t  nuich  me)rc  of  the-  fifhling  js  known,  but 
we  kne)W  the'  eiiiliculties  of  the-  pe)sitie)n,  anel  it  is  ne>t  surprising 
that  the  harelest  fij:htin<;  has  beeii  happening  here.  The 
history  of  the-  fiyht  that  has  pone  on  in  this  ceiriier  of  erround 
since'  JuW  14.  is  e)ne'  of  the-  most  woiuhrful  things,  for  shee^r 
stubbe)rn  courage,  that  has  been  done  in  all  this  great 
battle. 
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Tin  ScMtlisli  tnM>|)s  wh«»  first  t<K)k  I^Hii^icval,  as  I  have 
(i' MTil)»'(l  in  a  previous  tiispatcli,  held  |)art  of  the  village  in 
-pit  of  luavy  coiiiitcr-attaoks  and  incessant  l)()tnl)ar(lnii  nts, 
ululi-  the  South  Africans  were  in  the  a(ijoinin<(  wockI  of  (|e\  ihsli 

II'. 

I  hi  h<»nii-u'ro\vn  Soots  ]mu\  a  fnrieh— a  p«M)r  thinir.  hut  still 
I  ill' il  i!  tn  neh  riMUiini»  from  cast  to  west  at  the  south  end 
it  (111  \illaL,'e,  and  two  paralh  I  roads  u'oinj;  ont  of  this  trench 
I  irthuards  thn»n!,'li  thf  rnins  of  the  village. 

1  li(  re  were  barricades  np  these  two  roads  heM  hy  the  Scots 
.'  th  rnachine-irnns,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  barricad<" 
ill  roads  wi  re  No  Man's  Land  ieadin<,'  to  the  enemy,  who  were, 
;i!iil  -till  nniain.  in  hits  of  copse  and  mini d  gardens  anrl  old 
iiirliards,  with  tluir  own  machine-^nns  proticted  hy  stron;» 
I  m|)lacerni.'nts, 

i'lie  Scots  had  a  severe  time,  undiT  almost  continuons  lire, 
,1.1.1  lost  h(a\ily.  At  nii^ht  they  whtc  attacked  from  the 
(■rcliiird  land  hy  |)arties  of  German  bombers,  who  ad\anced 
with  desperate  cf)nraj;c  although  swipt  back  again  and  again 
hy  rilKs  and  machine-gnns  and  hand-grenades.  Meanwhile 
tin  South  Africans  wire  being  shelled  to  death  in  Delville 
\\iiimI  close  by,  and,  as  I  have  already  told,  the  |KX)r  remniints 
iil'tlicm  Wire  witlulrawn. 

The  troops  in  Longucval  were  replaced  by  others,  wno 
>'u ei  (  d((i  in  clearing  the  enemy  out  of  part  of  the  orchard  and 
(•a|itiiring  some  of  his  machine-giins,  but  not  enough  to  '"  clean 
up  ■  this  position,  which  was  still  very  dangJTous.  It  was 
aiiotlur  battalion  of  Scottish  troops,  together  with  Knglish 
III  s  of  the  New  Army,  who  captured  VVaterlot  Farm,  running 
iliiwii  south-eastwards  from  Delville  \Vo<xl,  and  made  two  or 
tlir.c  very  gallant  attempts  to  get  as  far  as  Guillemont.  and 
nil  July  22  another  part  of  Longueval  was  takt-n  a  third  time 
liy  these  fine  men.  whose  General  has  trained  them  to  attack 
iiui  to  go  on  attacking. 


plln 

W 
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Dihille  Wood  proved  the  stumbling-bhx'k  again.  One 
\()uiig  nfFieer  who  w'as  wounded  here  vesterdav  tohl  nie  that. 
ii  •  could  get  no  kind  of  cover  where  he  lay  with  his  men  at  the 
edge  of  Delville  Wood  and  on  the  outskirts  of  Longueval. 


4/    /j 
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All  iiiu'lit  loiiy  tlirn-  was  fix  swish  i<i  macliiiu-ytiu  biilltts 
ah()\(   him.  xariid  with  shrapiul  and  hits  of  hi;,'h  rxplosivc. 

II<-  has  only  h<  (  ri  oiif  in  France  a  rurtiii;;hf,  aiui  t\V(»  davs 
aj»()  caiiic  strai;,'hf  to  "Tin  I)«\il\  \V«mkI,"  into  tht-  I  Hart  of 
IiilV  rno. 

Ori  his  first  day  he  was  surprise*!  to  fonie  face  to  face  with  a 
(•(rriiaii  soldic  r.  The  youny  ollici  r  had  hi  c  n  jjivc  ii  orders  to 
pnsli  ont  a  j)atrol  down  a  sap  or  shallow  trench  to  reconnoitre 
the  position  of  the  « n( my.  He  ha«l  not  yon*  many  yanis 
before  he  met  tin-  eiK  tny  a  tall  f<  llow  in  a  st(  tl  helmet, 
followed  hy  lorty  otlurs. 

Then  was  surprise  on  hotli  sitles  and  considerable  alarm, 
but  th(  Knj;lish  boy  was  first  in  with  a  revolver  shot.  Ik 
thinks  now  that  he  made  a  mistake  Ixcause  the  (Jermans 
made  no  atta«'k  u[)on  him  and  ran  back  into  the  woikI,  so 
that  it  is  likdy  enou;»h  they  had  come  forward  to  surrender, 
as  a  ru»  aiis  of  escape  from  our  shell-fire. 

Our  li(utenant  came  f)ack  to  npfirt.  dtxljiitif,'  snipers  who 
"  |K)tted  '■  at  him  from  sev<  ral  dinclions,  and  then  lying  in  a 
ditch  until  a  fragment  of  slull  caught  him. 

"  Longui  val  is  the  V(ry  devil,"  says  this  subaltern  with 
two  days'  ex|)eriencc  of  war — and  enough  too.  "  With 
Dclville  Wood  on  its  right  it's  not  a  htalthy  neighbourhood. 
Ihit  of  course  Urotht  r  IJ«K-he  is  getting  it  in  the  neck  all  the 
time,  so  he  can't  be  phascil  with  his  })osition." 

To-<lay  there  arc  other  men  attacking  the  santc  jH)sition, 
up  against  the  same  dillicultiis.  subji  ( t  to  the  same  fire. 

Those  who  went  before  them  havt  gained  the  inmiortality 
of  history — a  poor  reward,  perhaps,  for  great  struggles  and 
gnat  suffering,  l)ut  thiirs,  whatever  the  value  of  it,  for  all 
time,  when  tlu'  secrets  of  the  war  are  toid. 

The  men  who  are  now  in  are  of  th(  same  brcid,  and  will  not 
fail  for  lack  of  courage,  but  as  1  writ<  the  guns  arc  firing  with  a 
great  tunudt  of  noise  over  there,  and  new  history  is  in  the  making 
no  that  it  cannot  vet  be  known. 


July  29 

I  have  already  described   in  a  jirevious  dispatch  the  great 
difliculties  that  have    confronted  our  men  in  Longucval  and 
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I).  |\illf  \Vo(hI.  and  I  I<  ft  off  my  last  narrative  at  a  tiin<-  when 
,,  ir  Intops  were  niakini;  a  stroni*  attack  n|>t)n  both  of  those 
|l.l^lf ioiis-  the  battalions  on  the  left  cndeavonrint;  to  char  the 
(ii'iiiy  frotn  thi-  iior'Ii  of  hon;jneval,  where  they  had  rnarhine- 
'jm\  riiioiibts.  and  those  on  the  ri^ht  working,'  np  from  tin* 
sdiifh  tliron;,'h  Driville  \Vo(mI. 

'Ill'    infantry  advancid  sta^e  by  staire  behind  our  shell-fire 

a  \(  ry  simple  fhini;  fo  write  or  nad.  but  not  at  all  a  simple 
I!,.'.  f<  r  to  troops  walking  inider  the  hurricane  of  shells  and 
(ji  |M  iidiiii,'  for  their  lives  iipttn  the  scientilic  accuracy  of 
i.'iiiiiii  rs  ealcidatini,'  their  rani^e  and  their  time-fuses  a  lon^  way 
III  hind  tin-  lines,  and  nnuble  to  see  the  infantry  advancing;  to 
attack. 

'■  It  was  ipiccr  to  sec  the  shells  bnrstiiiiJ  in  front  of  one," 
s.iiil  a  bri;,'ht-eyi'd  fellow,  who  had  just  come  out  of  "  Devil's 
WmikI  "  with  a  lucky  wound.  "  The  line  of  them  was  ju?,t 
alidiit  seventy-live  yards  ahead  of  us,  (lin^jinj,'  up  tlu-  j^round 
ainl  smashing,'  everythin<^.  It  was  wonderful  how  the  gunners 
ki  |it  it  just  ahead  of  us." 

Our  men  did  not  yo  throu^^h  Delville  Wood  it)  one  of  those 
liii'  (111  erinjj  rushes  which  are  drawn  sometimes  by  ima<;inativc 
artist ^,  and  sometimes,  but  not  often,  happen.  They  went  in 
Ncattcnd  groups,  keepin<(  touch,  but  in  extended  ordiT  and 
MTatiihlinj.'.  stumbling,  or  crawlin<»  forward  as  best  they  coidd, 
ill  a  plact'  which  had  no  clear  track. 

Tiure  were  not  two  yards  of  ;;round  without  a  slull-holc. 
I'alli  II  tries  and  brushwood  made  a  taii;,'led  ma/.e.  Old 
barricades  smashed  by  shell-firc  and  shallow  trenches  scraped 
up  by  nu  n  win*  luul  been  di;,Miin^  their  own  prases  at  the  same 
tinir  madi-  obstacles  and  |)itfalls  everywhere.  Our  men, 
liia\i!y  loaded  with  their  fiijhtinj»  kit,  with  bombs  slun;^  about 
til'  III.  and  with  their  bayonets  lixed,  could  not  jjo  forward  at 
a  linuiid  throufjh  this  infernal  wood. 

This  wood  had  been  taken  four  times  by  four  waves  of  Hritish 
troops.  It  hail  been  retaken  four  times  by  four  waves  of 
(i'  riiian  troops.  It  luul  been  the  dum|)injj-place  of  the  artillery's 
most  furious  bombardments  on  both  sides,  so  that  these  English 
l)o\s  of  ours  were  advancing  through  a  great  graveyard  of 
luihiiried  dead. 

The  ghastliness  of  the  place  has  left  its  mark  upon  the  minds 
uf  many  men  who  are  not  troubled  much  by  the  sights  of 
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l>iiftlc.  I  notice  that  sonu-  of  thiiii  wince  at  the  name  of 
J)(  i\ill(  W<)(kI,  and  olli<  rs — the  oiV  •  -  mostly — Ianj,'h  in  a 
way  that  is  not  j:oo<l  to  hear.  Ixi      '  is  tlie  laufrliter  of  in<n 

who  nah/.e  the  jfn  at  j,nilf  of  irony  that  h(  s  Ix  tween  the  dtcdit 
thin-rs  of  life  and  all  this  d(  vildorn. 


^Vhen  onr  men  advanced  they  were  surprised  to  sec  men 
running  away  throni:h  the  hrok«  ii  trees,  and  astonished,  also, 
to  s(  (•  hits  of  white  raj,'  fhitteriiif,'  above  some  of  the  shell-holes. 
Th(s(  white  ra{,'s,  ti<  (I  to  twifrs,  bobbed  up  and  down  or  waved 
to  and  fro  as  sijrnals.  It  was  the  whit(  flat,'  of  surrender, 
h(  Id  by  (i«  rman  soldiers  crouch( d  at  tlu  bottom  of  the  shell- 
cratt  rs.  From  one  of  them  a  lied  Cross  lla;,'  waved  in  a  frantic 
way. 

Our  nun  wdit  forward  with  their  baycuiets,  and  shouted, 
"  Come  out  of  it,  there  !  "  and  from  <  aeh  shell-hole  came  a 
(ierman  soldii  r.  holdiiif;  his  hands  uj).  and  crjinff  "Pity! 
Pity  !  "  which  is  a  word  they  seem  to  have  learnt  in  ease  of 
lucd. 

"  .Some  of  them  were  so  small  and  youn<.'."  said  a  man  who 
was  liirhtinj,'  in  this  part  of  the  wockI.  "  that  their  uniforms  wen 
much  too  bi<f  for  them  and  their  tunics  came  down  to  their 
knees." 

They  w«  re  (  xceptional  in  youth  and  size,  for  all  tlic  prisoners 
I  have  stcn  since  the  bejfinning  of  our  attack  are  tall,  strapjHnp 
fellows  of  tin  best  lifrhtinf,'  age  ;  l)ut  it  is  possible  that  our  nun 
have  come  up  ajjainst  some  of  the  191(5  class.  When  thi 
Knj^'lish  pok«d  their  bayonets  at  thcin.  but  not  into  them. 
th(y  fell  on  their  knees  and  cried  for  nurcy. 

It  was  UKTcy  asked  and  gi\  en  at  a  time  when  onr  .soldiers 
Mtre  aiiu'ry.  '"or  the  enemv  was  firing,'  a  larjje  number  of  gas- 
shells. 

Karly  in  the  afternoon  a  good  dial  of  the  ground  to  the 
north  of  Longuival  had  been  captund  l)y  v<  ry  lierce  lighting 
at  close  (piarlcrs  in  anti  about  the  orchard,  where  the  enemy 
had  maehini-gun  emplacements  and  a  strong  redoubt  called 
Maehine-gun  House.  Here  they  defendid  themselves  stub- 
bornly bihind  barricades  of  brokin  bricks  and  fallen  tree- 
trunks  and  barbed  wire,  serving  their  guns  in  a  deadly  way. 
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Srvcr.il  of  our  ollicers  behaved  with  the  utmost  fralluntry 
;,n(l  l«(l  forward  many  bombing  parties  to  tht-  attaek  of  the 
iiiaeliiiu-}jun  c  niphieenunts.  from  whieh  there  came  a  continual 
vuisli  of  l)ull(ts.  Our  m<n  were  (piite  reekhss  in  takiny  all 
ri>ks.  and  ma(l(  repeated  attacks  on  this  position  K  ft  of  l)el\  ille 
Wood  until  they  captured  or  knocked  o»it  several  of  the  machinc- 
.jiuis  whieh  had  jjiven  most  trouble. 


8 

In  the  meantime  the  troops  on  the  right  were  i,Taduany 
j)ushini:th(  irwayupto  the  top  of  the  wood,  jiast  Princes  Street 
(ill)  old  trench  dup  by  the  Scots,  and  now  batttretl  out  of  shape 
hv  the  mornin<;'s  bombardment),  and  across  a  line  of  ilug-outs 
niadi  bv  the  enemy— and  very  well  made  in  the  time.  They 
an  master  dippers,  the  Germans,  and  they  have  the  industry 
of  ants.  It  is  sometimes  an  industry  inspired  by  fear;  but, 
aft<r  all.  fear  is  often  the  wisdom  of  defence,  and  in  this  case 
thrv  fonpht  lonper  because  by  nipht  and  day  they  had  toiled 
to  u<t   shell-proof  cover   into   which   death   could   not   enter 

racily. 

.Some  men  o'"  'Mirs  who  were  first  to  po  into  those  dup-outs 
till  me  that  th. ..  were  as  deep  as  those  they  had  seen  in  parts 
of  the  line  where  German  have  had  months  for  their  work. 
Tht  y  had  plenty  of  head  cover,  of  timber  b  ilks  and  sandbags 
niul   earth,   and   inside   them    was   room   for   twenty    men   or 

nion-. 

Wlun  our  men  came  throuph  the  trees  to  them  there 
were  two  ollicers  sittinp  outside  as  though  at  a  cottage 
(ioorwav,  and  they  seemed  quite  calm,  except  for  their  extreme 

pallor. 

Thty  were  both  wounded,  but  not  badly,  and  it  is  our 
nun's  idea  that  they  had  come  to  sit  in  the  open  in  case 
tin  v  shotild  bi-  buried  alive  in  the  dug-outs  by  direct  hits 
from  our  heavy  shells.  They  rose  and  showed  their  woimds. 
and  surrendered. 

Some  of  our  men  went  into  the  mouths  of  the  dug-outs,  and 
cautiously,  with  their  bombs  handy,  down  the  dark  steps. 
Theri'  were  forms  huddled  tip  in  that  narrow  stairway,  and  they 
LToaned  at  the  touch  of  boots.  They  were  badly  wounded  men, 
who  had  staggered  down  to  gfct  shelter  and  medical  aid.     Down 
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below,  in  rooms  Jibout  ten  fttt  s(]Uiirt'  and  almost  dark,  were 
other  wouiuied  mei:  lyiiij,'  alnjut  in  their  own  bhxKl. 

A  lant(  rn  han<,'injj  on  a  nail  in  one  of  these  places  gave  a 
dim  flicker  of  li<,'ht  t»)  the  scene,  and  showed  the-  white,  unshaven 
fac(  s  of  the  men  who,  as  our  younji  soldiers  came  tramping 
and  stumbling  down,  raised  their  heads,  but  had  no  strength 
to  stand  up.  Two  or  three  men,  unwounded,  or  only  slightly 
wounded,  came  forward  with  tluir  hands  hdil  uji  a  little,  anil 
bowed  their  heads  as  they  muttered  somethinfj  which  meant 
surrender. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  made  a  counter-attack 
tipon  the  left  of  the  wocxl  and  to  the  north  of  Lonyue  val  village. 
At  the  same  time  their  artillery  had  received  word  somehow, 
by  fugitives,  that  thi-  wotxl  was  full  of  English,  and  that  they 
could  shell  it  without  killing  many  of  their  own  men.  German 
"  crumps  "  now  began  to  crash  through  the  trees,  and  a  counter- 
bombardment  of  high  explosives  fell  into  the  cratered  earth. 

The  attack  by  German  infantry  was  maele-  by  strong  parties 
of  grenaeliers,  who  came  down  saps  aliejve  Longueval  and 
from  a  communication-trench  between  Dehille  \Ve)(xi  anel 
High  VVooel.  They  came  on  with  great  rese)lution,  followed 
by  machine-gunners,  but  they  were  received  with  rillc-firc, 
bond)s,  and  machine-gun  fire  from  our  own  men. 

Some  parties  managed  to  work  their  way  back  into  the 
orcharel,  and  thre)ugh  the  scattered  trees  abe)ut  it,  and  there 
was  some  cle)se'  anel  elespeTate  fighting.  Fe>r  a  time  our  men 
in  one  of  the  battalions  were  short  of  be)mbs.  and  sent  back 
urgent  messages  fe)r  new  su|)plie's. 

"  We  hael  been  hanging  on  te)  them,"  said  one  of  the  boys, 
"  because  it's  always  well  to  save  them  fejr  a  tight  place-,  but 
of  course-  we-  siut  them  up  to  the  chaps  in  fron  ."  It  was 
timely  help,  anel  all  the  German  e-ffe>rts  to  dislo  ige  our  men 
broke  de)wn  with  heavy  le)ss,  so  that  the  ground  was  strewn 
with  their  eleael  anel  wuuneled. 

Many  Germans  were  seen  re>tre'ating  over  the  high  ground 
above  Delville-  Wood,  to  the-  left.  Parties  e)f  them  ran  along 
the  sky-line,  anel  then  seemed  to  drop  into  a  sunken  road. 

Se)  Delville  We)eKl  is  e)urs  again — anel  it  is  again  under  the 
fire  of  German  gims  insteael  e>f  British  gui.s,  anel  the  trouble  is 
to  know  whether  it  is  possible  fe)r  eitlier  siele  to  hold  such  a 
place  without  too  great  a  sacrifice  of  life.     It  is  easier  to  hold 
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now  that  the  <;roim(l  to  the' north  of  Lonmioval  and  in  the 
\v(stirn  corner  of  thi-  wood  has  lutn  dcand  of  its  horntts' 
iRsts -those  hi(lin<j-phices  of  inacliine-iLjnnners  who  were  able 
to  St  nd  waves  of  bullets  uj)on  our  advaiicinj^  men. 

That  trouble,  anyhow,  is  pone,  and  the  t-nemy  feels  the  loss, 
lirciiuse  several  new  counter-attacks  last  nii,'ht  failed  as  coni- 
plrtrly  as  those  made  earlier.  They  were  our  machine-<,nms 
wliieh  met  them  in  their  old  haunts,  and  made  them  pay  back 
a  heavy  price  for  the  loll  they  ha«l  taken  before. 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  GUNS 
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Mom;  irromid  Ims  hccii  fraincd  to-d.ty  ut  Po/itn  s,  iiiul  the 
Aiistr;ili;iiis  aft,  r  tluir  Jirst  <rr(  at  assault  Im  lore  dawn  vcsttrday 
hav.  In. II  i.iisliiii;,'  across  the  Uapaiim.-  Koad,  ^vllic•ll  itixs 
tlin.\iL.'li  111,  (,i\vii,  and  honilnnjr  uwt  the  C  rmiiii  niachiiu- 
^'unii,  is  an<l  holdintf  partiis  on  the  \\(  stern  side,  so  that  not 
niaii\  (  ii(ini(s  an  left  anionjj  the  rniiis  c.r  iindcrirround  in 
Po/it  n  s  ilsdf.  There  is  higher  j^'round  Ixyond,  towards  the 
Windmill,  and  iartlier  north,  for  whieh  a  Jiyht  will  have  to 
be  niadi  hel'on  t;i(  k(  v  of  the  positiitn  is  redly  captured,  hut 
tli(  ad\an<i'  of  Kn<,'lisli  rcfrinients  on  tin  left  is  a  menace  to 
the  tiuniy  wliieli  must  cause  him  <rra\c  anxiety.  The  hnc 
has  also  hmi  thrust  forward  a  httle  hy  a  s.  ries  of  posts  and 
join(d  np  with  positions  in  the  nei«fhi)(iiirli..od  of  Hiyh  Wood, 
where  the  ( nemy  is  aj^ain  lumihardini,'  heavily,  so  that  no 
fiirHu  r  proixriss  has  hcc  n  made  in  this  din  etion  durinjj  the  dav. 

One  eurious  inei<lent  was  observed  here  bv  the  tr<K)ps  holding 
the  <.'roni.d  on  the  south  of  Hij,'h  WockI.  They  suddenly 
noticed  a  liody  of  men  cominj'  out  of  the  glades,  and  were 
surprised  to  stc  that  they  were  in  kilts. 

For  a  nionunt  it  may  ha\i'  oecurrtd  fo  tlurn  that  they  were 
.some  of  the  wound. d  Scots  who  had  loujxht  through  Hi«;h 
Wooii  a  few  days  previously.  That  ee.uld  l,ardly  be  possibk, 
lioweMT,  because  tlie  eianiy  is  in  slronir  numbers  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  wood.  .\n  oHict  r  starin,-  throii-h  his  ^rh.sses  uttend 
a  word  of  astonishment  anil  two  of  aii<rer.  The  men  on  the 
sky-liiu  were  (Jcrnians  dressed  np  in  kilts  tak.n  from  the  dead 
Our  ^nuis  put  some  shells  over  then?,  jiiid  they  disappeared 
below  the  ridL'e. 
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I'lir  till  pa^t  t'(  w  (lays  tin-  incnasing  strcnjrth  of  tlir  iiw  rny's 
aitiili  TV.  «s|Hcially  of  limvy  J.'inis,  has  been  iiotio  al'lc  and  he 
|i,i>  l)((  II  firiii}.'  at  lonycr  rantrc,  and  rather  wildly  *'  into  the  bliu" 
in  (.nirr  to  make  things  niicoinfortahle  behind  onr  lines. 

()\vin<4  to  the  yreat  superiority  of  our  obs(  r\ation  and  the 
(dinplete  failure  of  his  own  aircraft— onr  anti-aircraft  jruns 
li.iM-  hardly  bt<ti  i-ailrd  u|K)n  to  lire  a  round  during,'  the  last 
t,  u  \V(  t  ks — he  is  wastinir  a  preat  deal  «>f  heavy  annnunition. 
riiis  is  diflVrent  from  earlier  days  of  the  battle  win  ii  the 
(..  rinan  u'nmiers  had  to  concentrate  their  fire  upon  very  drlinite 
j, nil  its  of  attac-k,  and  W(  re-  completely  mastered  in  many  of 
tinir  positions  by  the  inmieiisity  of  our  bombardment. 
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Tlir  work  of  our  artillery  is  a  wonilerful  achievement,  and  all 
till  success  we  have  {jained  duriiii,'  this  };reat  battle  has  been 
l.iiL'elv  due  to  the  science  and  darin<it  of  our  i^numers  and  to 
tin  lalxHir  of  all  those  thousands  of  men  at  horu(  who  have 
sw.  ;it(  d  in  soul  and  body  to  make  the  piins  and  the  amnuujition. 

•f  is  onlv  just  and  fair  to  the  munition  workers  to  sa\  this 
ttiip'jand  to  let  them  know  that  their  toil  has  h.  Ipcd  enormously 
tn  break  the  German  lines,  and  that  without  tluir  untiring' 
(ifort  all  the  co>ira<,'e  of  our  soldiers,  all  their  sacriliee  of  bUxMl, 
would  have  been  in  vain.  If  thty  slacken  off  ikhv  in  the  factories 
and  workshojjs  these  nun  of  ours  in  places  like  lli<,'h  Wood 
ainl  Lonyueval  and  Pozieres  will  no  lonifer  have  th'-  support 
that  is  most  desperately  needed  !iow  tliat  the  em  my  is  brin^^ng 
ii|i  iiiai»y  m\v  batteries  ai/ainst  us. 

Flesh  and  blotMl  cannot  tight  against  high  explosives.  It 
can  only  die,  and  the  whole  history  of  the  battle  is  not  to  l)c 
written  in  reference  to  bayonets  or  rilles  but  to  guns.  It  has 
Ixeii.  and  is  still,  a  battle  cf  guns,  and  our  heroic  infantry 
lias  only  been  al)le  to  get  forward  or  to  holil  its  ground  when 
llie  artillery  preparation  has  been  complete,  and  the  artillery 
support  overwhelmingly  str  !<.'.  Should  this  fail  it  would 
iii't  be  lighting,  but  massacn  . 

From  the  early  days  of  the  battle  onwards  our  artillery 
has  been  great,  in  weight  of  metal,  in  science,  in  the  vastness 
(.<■  Its  v,(!]'rp'ies  of  shi  lis,  in  the  superb  courage  luui  skill  of  its 
tnen,  who  have  endured  a  continuous  strain  u(K)n  them  night 
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iuui  (lay  for  four  weeks.  Tluy  broke  tlie  (leniian  spirit  and 
the  (;(  rinaii  sfn  iiL'tli  to  the  point  whin  otir  infantry  could 
uttaek  with  soniethin<,'  like  a  chance,  almost  for  the  lirst  tinu 
in  this  war  aloni;  the  Uritisli  front. 

Uy  the  work  of  aviators  and  artillery  observation  officers 
we  knew  the  positions  of  most  of  the  enemy's  batt«ries  and  the 
t:<0!,'raphy  of  all  his  conmiiinication-treiiches,  transport  roads, 
and  supply  d(  pots.  Our  <,'uns,  which  had  been  brought  up 
secretly,  W(ri'  untnask«'d  one  inoniinir  when  the  {rreat  bombard- 
ment beyan  l»efore  the  battle,  and  pouretl  unceasinj,'  shells  ufwn 
all  those  j)ositions,  smotluriti},'  them  with  hiyh  explosives  and 
shrapnd,  while  the  (ield-f,'uns  closer  up  were  cuttini,'  the  enemy'-, 
wire. 

Trenches  we  re  swept  e>ut  of  existence,  batterie-s  we  re-  blown 
to  bits-  1  have'  seen  many  e)f  those-  broken  German  «,nms  now 
stanelinj,'  as  tre)phies  em  French  lawns  anel  the-  re)ads  were 
•swept  by  stemus  e»f  death.  The  barrage-  was  a  <,'reat  wall 
through  which  ne)thinf,'  coidd  pass.  The-  {;e-rman  se)lelicrs  in 
their  lines  t-oidel  j^et  neither  fexHl  ne)r  water.  No  reinforce- 
ments ce»uld  be  sent  te)  the-m. 


Thre  e  of  our  own  solelie-rs  who  were-  taken  f)risoncrs  on  the 
morninj,'  e)f  the-  first  attack  could  ne)t  be  sent  back  into  the 
German  lines  because  no  escort  dared  to  jro  with  the-m  throiigh 
the  barrage-.  They  were-  thrust  down  into  a  duj,'-e)ut  with 
some-  of  the  German  se)ldiers  anel  saw  anel  suffered  the  effect  of 
our  (ire.  The-  e-ne-my  had  ne)  fexxl  to  jjive  the-m,  having  none 
fe»r  themselves,  and  they  were  teirturcd  by  thirst. 

Fe)r  five-  days  they  endure-el  this  until  nearly  dead,  but  when 
the-  (Ji-rmans  were-  te)o  dazeel  to  act  as  yuards,  these  three 
En;rlish  solelie-rs  manajjeel  to  crawl  out  e)f  flu-  ehijT-out  anel  bv  a 
miracle-  e)f  luck  escajjcd  back  to  their  ow n  lines  over  Ne>  Man's 
Lanel. 


\  German  e)(ricer,  ne)w  one  of  our  prisoners,  bears  witness 
to  the  work  e)f  e)ur  <rumiers.  He  was  sent  with  his  battalion 
fre)m  Verdun  to  t'ontalmaise)n  and  was  eletraine-el  at  IJapaunu. 
There  he  Ik jjan  n  painful  experience  e>f  sheii-firo  through  an 
accident  te)  one  of  the  Gernian  I'i-inch  guns,  which  burst  and 
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1)I(  w  lip  s<V(ral  carriages  of  tlu-  train,  killinp  sorm-  of  his  nun. 
Hut  tlu  rot  othis  jounuy  was  niacK  Urriblr  by  liritish  <,'nn-iirc. 
W  ith  Ills  l)attali<)n  he  canu-  down  a  road  which  was  Ik  ini,'  Uuiif,' 
ii|)  hy  our  l.;-inch  and  I'J-inch  muis.  Sonir  more  of  his  nun 
\\,n  killrd,  and  hv  came  on  towards  Haziritin.  where  he  was 
under  the  lire  of  our  S-inch  howitzers  atid  nine-point-twos. 
M.n  of  liis  nun  were  killed,  h\it  he  went  on  tintil  luar  Contal- 
luniMin  he  canu-  within  the  ran;;e  of  our  18-|M)Uiulirs  anti  lost 
th.  n  niaiiKler  of  his  iniii.  At  Contahnaison  he  was  immediately 
t;ikt  II  prisoner  by  our  attack  and  was  rejoiced  to  cotnc  to  his 
idiiriuy's  eiul  alive. 

•  Your  artillery,  "  hi'  said,  "  is  better  than  anything  I  had 
Miri  lufore,  even  at  Verdun,  and  worse  than  anything  I 
lull  suffered." 

All  tlu  (itrman  oOiccrs  with  whom  I  have  spoken  are  sur- 
priMil  that  an  "army  of  amateurs,"  as  they  call  us,  should 
|.r(Kluce  such  scientific  artillery  work  in  .so  short  a  tinie,  aiul 
tluy  also  pay  tribute  to  the  daring  of  the  fieltl-gumurs,  who 
•.'M  so  far  forward  to  support  the  infantry  attacks. 

■  Tlu y  canu'  up,"  said  one  of  them,  sfxaking  of  the  Manutz 
Wood  attack,  "  like  charioteers  in  a  Roman  circus,  at  lull 
uMllop.  Many  of  their  horses  were  killed,  but  the  men  were 
rekliss  of  danger,  and  placed  their  batteries  in  the  oiKii  as 
iliuiigh  at  manuuuvres." 


The  field  observing  oincers  are  audacious  almost  to  the  point 
<■!  toolhardiruss.  I3i  fore  the  ground  of  attack  has  been  cleared 
if  t.ennans  they  walk  calmly  up  with  a  tehphonist,  sit  down 
(in  a  erest  or  a  knoll  conunanding  a  field  of  observation,  aiul 
M nd  back  nu-ssages  to  a  battery  a  mile  or  so  luhirul. 

>Vlun  the  territory  round  Contalmaison  was  still  swarming 
with  Germans,  one  of  our  oflicers  went  forward  in  this  way 
and  made  himself  at  home  on  the  top  of  a  German  dug-out, 
recording  (lashes  and  getting  excellent  information.  He  went 
luuk  to  his  battery  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  whi-n  he  returned 
t')  his  chosen  spf)t  found  it  occtipied  by  Germans.  Tluy 
wanted  to  round  him  up,  but  he  find  a  few  revolver  shots  and 
n tired  with  dignity — to  choose  another  place  not  (juite  so 
cniwfled  with  the  rncmy.  Such  tah-s  seem  fantastic  and 
impossible.     But  they  arc  true. 
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Till  n-  is  no  doiiht  fluit  tiuiiiy  (ii  riiiati  })!itt(  rics  havf  been 
cl«  stroycd,  apart  Irom  tliusc  which  have  h. m  caj)!  und.  I 
saw  ((.-(lay  a  map.  which  told,  by  little  crtluund  dots,  a  yrcat 
drama  of  war.  Kacli  dot  npn  sciitrd  a  (it  rmaii  hattt  rv 
disco\rr.(|  hy  mir  i^'iimurs  sine-  th.  Ixtrintiin-,'  of  the  battli-. 
and  tach  colour  I  he  day  it  was  discoxcnd,  and  they  were 
arraii<.'i(l  on  the  ma|)  so  that  one  could  s.  <  (he  t  xact  distribution 
of  the  <  nemy's  iruns  as  it  has  chan;.'.  d  durin;,'  the  course  of 
the  battle. 

Soon  all.  r  our  bombardmint  h' ^'an  th(\-  beijan  to  drift 
down  new  balhri.s  and  there  wire  chisters  of  litth-  coloured 
dots  at  (•(  rfain  spots.  Hut  a  day  or  two  later  tin  y  were  wiped 
out,  or  wilhdrawn  liirtlur  back.  There  w.as  one  thick  duster 
of  !:n<  n  dots  to  the  north  of  Hazenf  in-l(  -(irand.  It  represented 
many  b;i1h  ries.     A  day  later  they  had  u'oiu-, 

■■  What  hapi)eni(l  ?  '"  I  asked. 

The  <_rumi«  r  o!lic(  r  laughed. 

*'  We  just  sniofh  red  'cm." 

Tluy  Were  "smothered"  by  storms  <if  shells  which  burst 
all  over  lluse  balttry  positions,  over  (  \ery  yard  of  jjro'i'id 
ther( .  so  that  no  jrun  cmplactiMcnt  could  esca|)e. 

Ihit  otlit  r  dots  are  appearing  on  the  map  -other  little  clusters 
of  colour,  lartlur  away  to  the  riyht.  The  « iiemy  is  massing 
new  bat li  ries.  and  it  is  from  these  positions  that  Dilville  WckmI. 
Hiyh  Wood,  and  other  parts  of  our  line  are  beinfj  shelled  nif,'ht 
and  day  with  fierce  and  increasini;  violence. 

Those  i)att<rits  arc  not  so  easy  to  n  ach.  To  keep  their 
fire  down,  and  still  more  to  knock  them  out.  we  must  have  a 
continual  inert  asin^r  llow  of  jruns  and  amnuuiition — ainmimition 
in  \ast  and  uniuiaLrinabl'  (juantities.  for  th<-  liLTures  I  have 
heard  to-day  of  the  anuiumition  we  ha\f  used  diuiui,'  the  past 
thrti'  W(  (ks  ;,re  biyond  one's  raiii^e  of  imagination.  The 
munition  workers  at  home  must  not  relax  their  ifforts  if  we 
are  to  (diitiiUK-  «)ur  successes.  It  i-,  hy  th(ir  labour  that  the 
lives  of  our  nan  can  be  saved  All  the  time  it  is  a  battle  of 
<,nms. 
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Tiii.iiK  was  sonif  infantry  finhtin;!  to-day  in  ni-o|KTation 
uitli  the  Frrnch  on  our  ri<,'lit  win},',  and  as  far  a*,  oiir  own  troops 
w,  r<-  concerned  some  |)ro;»ress  was  niaile  to  tiie  <  ast  of  Waterlot 
I'ariii.  which  is  on  the  road  poiny  down  from  Lonijueval  to 
(.iiilirmont.  It  was  a  very  hot  day,  with  a  >^eor(•hin;;  sun, 
l)ut  artiihry  ohsirvation  was  not  easy  diiriny  e<  rtain  hours 
(Avin^  to  a  rathe  r  thick  haze.  In  spite  of  this  our  •urns  main- 
taiiud  a  heavy  homl)ardrnent  upon  the  enemy's  line  in  supj)ort 
(it'i.nr  troops,  wlio  advanced  o\ir  dillicidt  j/round. 
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isoners  surrendered  at  an  eariy  sia<je  oi  iius  pro<jress, 
line  batch  of  170  nun  Inini;  captured  first  and  oth«  r  groups 
1)(  ini:  rounded  up  hiter,  bringing  the  total  number  to  something 
riK.re  than  *2(M). 

It  was  rather  more  than  a  week  ago  that  some  of  our  men 
pushed  our  line  down  from  Longueval  to  Wat(  riot  Farm,  on 
tli(  road  to  Ciuillemont,  which  they  held,  against  repeated 
attacks. 

Tile  Germans  are  ver\'  busy  digging  new  trenches  to  the  cast 
of  the  road,  and  through  these  they  arc  able  to  stud  up  bombing 
parties  and  machine-gunners  to  protect  thi-  northern  and 
wc  stern  apjjroaches  to  the  mins  of  Guillemont  itself. 


I 
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The  first  forward  movement  from  Waterlot  Farm  was  made 
liy  some  Scots  who  hail  already  been  fighting  hard  since  July 
1 1.  wluM  thi-y  luljird  tu  break  the  second  Gemnm  line.  The^- 
Slots,  whom  I  ha\ e  met  in  many  fields  of  war  during  the  past 
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year  <r  inorr.  Iiad  <loiic  wt  II  clscwfu  r<-,  and  chased  the  ftu  mv 
(Mil  of  Ills  liiKN.  'I'Ik  V  U( Tf  ar'uu  men.  and  r(a«ly  for  u  new 
"  crack  at  the  onld  HiK-hi  "  whi  ti  they  tixik  over  from  another 
reyini.  ril  -.A  \Vat«  rlul  I'arin,  south  of  I)(  Ivillr  \Vo«hI.  It  was 
not  a  farm  such  as  laldecott  woidd  iiaxc  tlrawn  for  his  coloured 
|»icture-h<K»k.  'I"h(  re  wt  re  no  cows  or  sheep  in  the  neitdihour- 
hood.  It  was  a  colic  ction  of  rniiad  huildin<,'s  and  yards  which 
fill'  enetny  s(  < ms  to  lia\f  used  as  a  <liniipin;:-;,'round  for  old 
iron  and  luacliim  ry.  Tht  re  wtrc  s»  \eral  «lt  relict  ciifjines  lure, 
and  a  sf(  il  cupola  for  a  heavy  yun  «inplac<  tiicnt,  like  those 
jit  Licirr  in  the  (  arly  days  of  the  war.  and  a  litter  of  wheels 
and  hkIs  and  wire,  mostly  smaslx'd  by  our  slu  ll-(irc.  As  a 
farm  it  lift  much  to  hv  di.sired.  hut  the  .Scots  setthcl  down  here 
and  made  themsehcs  as  comfortable  as  possible  in  the  circum- 
stance s. 

In  the  darkness  of  that  niuht  ami  the  next  p.'itrols  went  out 
to  discovi  r  the  strenj^th  of  the  enemy.  Our  younjj  olliccrs  and 
their  nu  n,  crawling  f<»rward  over  the  broken  {,'roiuid,  satisfied 
tlunisdves  that  "the  H(K'he  "  was  there  in  streiiijth.  They 
t»nly  had  to  listen  to  the  patter  of  bullets  which  whi|)pcd  the 
Ijrass  to  know  that  he  had  plenty  of  machine-jjuns  iinplcasiuitly 


near 


Those  who  had  not  met  any  of  those  bullets  came  back 
with  their  reports,  and  the  artillery  bombarded  the  enemy's 
trenches  to  make  the  work  of  the  infantry  easier.  An  advance 
was  made-  from  the  farm  luftirc  dawn,  led  by  bombing  parties 
of  the  Scots. 

It  was  a  (piietund  silent  walk.  The  enemy's  machine-guns 
wen:  chatteriti},'  a  little,  but  there  was  no  <,'reat  lire,  and  the 
Scots  n  ached  a  trench  north  of  the  railway  line  with  only 
thret  mt  n  and  one  ollicer  wounded.  "  That's  nothing,"  said 
tlu-  ollieer,  and  he  carried  on. 

It  M.ts  impossible  to  go  farther  at  that  time.  The  enemy 
were  holding,  viry  strongly,  a  trench  immediately  across  the 
railway  line,  and  they  had  dug  a  nest  of  new  trenches  on  the 
cast  of  the  road,  from  which  they  could  eidilade  our  men  with 
rifle  and  niachinc-gun  fire. 

Tin-  Scots  got  well  down  into  a  trench  which  was  mostly  a 
series  of  slu  ll-craters,  and  looked  to  their  rilles  and  bombs. 
There  was  not  much  doubt  as  to  what  w.i-,  coming.     It  came 


fi(;hting  round  wateui.ot  farm     ICl 

(liiwn  th<   n.ain  rond  from  GiiilU-niont — a  large  force  of  (irnnnn 
M  |iliir>  with  mui'hiiu-nuns. 

At  ilu  same  time,  from  the  trench  parallel  uilh  ours,  the 
(..riiiiiiis  spriitii.'  on  to  th<  ir  purapits  anil  catnc  over.  The 
>(i)ts  were  hanlly  strong  enough  to  resist  these  attacks 
Mi[pjH)rt<il  by  enlihule  liri'.  Th<  \-  wen-  'inhrecl  to  fail  buek, 
.11(1  the  ntinineiit  was  earrieil  out  without  (lisonler — to  say 
■  vsithotit  panic  "  would  l)e  ridiculous  t(»  these  men  who  have 
tMu;.'lit  a  score  of  battles  since  they  canu  to  France  —ami  it  was 
(((VI  red  by  the  maehine-guimers,  who  remained  as  a  rear-guard, 
.Ai([)iMi,'  ilown  the  advanced  parties  of  the  enemy,  so  as  to 
:  iiii  titui-  for  our  men  to  get  back. 


.K  second  move  iitmi  Waterlot  Farm  was  mmle  by  the 
viMie  Scots,  supjKjrted  l)y  other  triHjps.  The  enemy  suffered 
iMilly. 

A  very  strotig  force  of  German  lK)mb«Ts  made  a  brave  counter- 
aftuek  on  the  Scots,  but  were  caught  by  rille  and  machine-gun 
lin .  and  fell  almost  to  a  man. 

"  Practically  wijxd  out  "  was  the  way  in  which  an  ollicer  of 
tlu  Scots  described  it.  Dunng  the  afternoon  a  patrol  of  our 
Miip<  rs  went  out  on  a  hunting  expedition  and  sighted  a  part . 
if  (iermans  carrying  down  ammunition-boxes.  Not  all  of 
tin  III  naehed  their  journey's  end,  for  the  Scottish  snip<^r-  are 
■juinl  shots. 

>onu'  of  the  German  soldiers  were  sick  of  the  busint  ss,  and 
iiiid  had  too  miich  shell-fire.  When  dusk  was  erteping  over 
liu  eountrysitle  a  group  of  them  came  out  of  a  ruined  farm — 
it  had  really  been  a  farm  in  the  old  days  of  |K'ace — standing 
"II  the  left  of  the  main  road  to  Guillemont. 

'I'hey  came  hohling  up  their  hands  as  a  sign  of  surrender, 
;ui(l  some  of  the  Scots  went  »uit  to  bring  them  in.  Hut  the 
<  i.ciiiv  in  the  trenches  bevond  opened  fire  on  their  own  country- 
ii.<  II,  and  some  of  our  own  were  killed  and  woundtd. 

When,  later  on,  another  party  came  out.  tlnv  were  not 
T'  (eived  in  a  friendly  spirit.  .  .  .  That  night  tiie  Scottish 
-trvtcher-beartra  went  out  to  bring  in  their  wouiided,  m.d  they 
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foniul  nnu.tiif  th.  rn  our  man  of  thdrs  who  hiul  Invn  discovtml 
by  ii  (;.  riitjui  putn.l.  Itiit  l<  ft  Im  hind  hrcaiiv  hi-  uavi-  Warn  his 
wattr  to  tiriiik.  'Jh«  y  thunk«  d  hitn,  and  suid,  *'  (i<HKl  hick, 
au(\  a  siif«  ntiirii  to  your  own  hn«  s  !  "  hut  whin  they  went 
awuy  hf  thou<.dit  he  hud  been  left  to  die. 
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I'oi!  two  (liivs  riuw  tlic  sun  luis  birii  hla/iii:;  lK)t,  and  our  lit;htinj» 
ni<  ri  hii\f  iM-rri  linked  brown.  It  is  not  };o<kI  fii,'htiri>»  wirithcr 
(ifhir  for  "runs  or  nn-n.  A  (jiucr  haz«'  is  about  the  (i<  Ids,  as 
lliii'k  at  times  as  a  NovtmbiT  mist  and  yet  thrilling;  with  h<at, 
sii  that  artillery  observation  is  n(»t  ^ckkI  for  anything  like 
luiiy-raiif^e  sliootini;. 

Mametz  W'cmkI,  which  is  now  well  In-hind  the  lines,  looms  up 
ViiiT'iely,  and.  beyond.  Ddville  \Vo<mI  is  hardly  visible  except 
;is  a  low-lyiny  sinudi^e  on  the  sky-line.  Yet  the  sun  is  not 
>lia<l((l  by  the  h.ize,  and  strikes  down  fjlarinj^ly  upon  the 
white  roads  and  the  trampled  fields,  u|xin  trans|)ort  erawlin<» 
I'lrward  in  clouds  of  dust  that  rise  like  the  smoke  of  fires  about 
llnin,  and  n|H»n  soldiers  tnidjfmg  alon*;  with  their  riiles  slung 
and  their  packs  slipping,  their  iron  helmets  thrust  forward 
over  the  eyes  and  their  laces  {K>wdered  white  as  millers'. 

it  IS  hot  and  thirsty  work  and  painful  to  tlie  spirit  and  flesh 
I'f  men,  «ven  along  roads  that  are  not  pebbled  with  shrapnel 
liiillets.  Men  on  the  march  to-day  were  glad  of  fretpient 
halts,  and  Hung  themselves  dov/n  on  the  waysides  panting 
and  sweating,  moistening  their  dusty  lips  with  parchi-d  bmgues 
and  fumbling  for  their  water-bottles.  They  wen'  lucky  to 
have  water,  and  knew  their  luck.  It  was  worse  for  the  men 
who  were  fighting  yesterday  in  the  same  heat  wave  up  by 
\Vaterlot 'Farm  and  farther  south  by  Malt/horn  Farm,  not  far 
IVom  Guillemont. 

Some  of  tliem  dr.ink  thf  ir  w.«itpr  ton  Hoon,  and  th^rf  was  not 
a  dog's  chance  of  getting  any  more  until  nightfall.  Thirst, 
us  sharp  as  red-hot  needles  through  the  tongue,  tortured  some  of 
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tlusf  lu.  n  «.r  ours.  An<l  yd  they  win-  lucky,  too,  atul  knew 
th.ir  luck.  Tlu  re  wt  iv  other  nun  sufferintr  worse  than  they, 
th(  woMiided  Ivin^'in  places  hevond  the  «iiiiek  reueh  of  streteher- 
luanrs.  "  It  was  fair  uwfn'  to  h- ur  (luni  cryini;."  said  one 
(.r  th.ir  comrades.  'It  was  *\Vat(r!  wat.  r  !  For  Christ's 
sake-    watt  r  !  '  till  their  voices  diid  away." 

As  usual  the  stretcher-heanrs  w.re  ina^nilieent  and  came 
out  un(l<r  htavy  iin  to  yet  th-se  men  in  until  some  (.f  th.m 
f,  II  wounded  Ihems.lves.  And  (.tlur  mm  crawl, d  down  to 
wlure  th.  ir  comrad.  s  lay,  and  in  spite  of  their  own  thirst 
jrave  th.  last  dr.  -js  of  th.  ir  water  to  thes.  strick.ri  men.  There 
wire  many  Sir  Philip  Si.Ineys  tlure,  n..t  kni;,lited  by  any 
accolade  .  \c.  pt  that  ..1'  charity,  and  very  rouyh  fellows  in  their 
\vav  *A'  spi.ch,  hut  pitiful. 

Thrn  was  on.  of  tl.eni  who  lay  w.nmdi.l  with  some  water 
still  in  th.'  lu.ttl.'  hy  his  side.  Next  t.)  him  was  a  wounde.l 
(i.rnian.  ^;roanin),'  feebly  and  sayin-,',  *•  \V;,ss.r  !  VVasscr  !  " 
Th.  Vorkshir.-  lad  kn<  w  t  noiij^di  to  und.  r^tand  that  word  of 
(;.  rnian.  He  stnteh.d  out  his  flask  and  said,  "Hi,  matey, 
tak'  a  swi<r  o'  that."  They  were  two  mm  who  had  tried  to 
kill  tacli  other. 


«> 


On  one  part  .)f  th.-  battl.  (i.lds  recently  were  some  of  the 
liaidam  battalions,  those  little  fjame-ccK-ks  for  whom  most  of 
us  out  h.r.'  hav.'  a  warm  corn,  r  m  .)ur  h.  arts,  because  they  arc 
the  small.st  lijihtinj;  men  in  the  IJritish  Army,  and  the  sturdiest, 
pluckiist  littl.'  nun  one  can  miet  on  a  luivj  .lay's  march.  They 
have  b. .11  und.r  lire  in  several  parts  of  th.  line,  where  it  is  not 
j:...k1  f.)r  anv  men  to  b.   .  xee|)t  for  duty's  sake. 

It  has  yrnerally  Iniu  their  fate  to  act  in  support  of  other 
tr.H)ps  tr.K.pN  wiu.m  it  is  an  honour  to  support  when  they  go 
into  action,  b.eausi-  th.  ir  refjinients  hav,'  w..n  fame  on  ;i!l  the 
biittl.  li.lds  of  Kun.p.'  sine.   th.   Na|)ol.(>nie  wars. 

I?ut  it  is  always  a  ilani:.  rous  honour  t.)  \n  in  sup|M>rt.  The 
attaekiuL;  tr.Kips  have  .)fltn  an  easi.r  tim.'  than  those  who  hf 
b.  hin.l  th.iu  with  scanty  cover.  It  is  h.  r.  that  the  emniy  s 
barra-ie  is  lik.  ly  to  fall,  and  th.re  is  n..l  much  fun  in  lying 
ujuhrsli,  ll-lir.'  hour  aft.r  hour,  perhaps  fur  tw.)  .lays,  without 
seeing  the   cnemv   or   g.tting   at   him.     The   ground   becomes 
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str«  wn  with  dead  and  wouiidrd.  It  is  then  that  to  '*  holtl  on  " 
nn  ans  the  hij»h  st  lur()i«>m. 

The  Hant  h<  Id  <m  in  hours  like  this,  htid  on  jjaintly 

Hiid  with  w  rftd  yrit.  Tluy  lucainf  },mat  di{,'),'<rs,  and 
txcaiise  they  not  very  hiifh,  a  shallow  tn-ncli   was  ^jood 

.  iioMLrh  for  cov(  r  and  they  btirrowcd  like  ants.  "  Thoy  would 
as  soon  forfjrt  their  rilles  as  their  shosels,"'  said  one  of  tlieir 
ollieers  to-day.  "  There  is  no  need  to  tell  them  to  di<r.  Thiy 
u"  t  to  work  niiphty  quick,  bein-,'  old  soldiers  now  who  have 
!•  .iriit  l)y  experience." 

They  are  old  soldiers  in  cni.iiiiii:  <i'id  knowledjje.  but  there 
are  yoiiny  lads  amon^  them.  Old  dr  youiifj  (and  there  are  many 
tMiddl(-a(,'ed  Bantams  who  stand  no  hijjher  than  five  feet  in 
til'  ir  s(K'ks)  they  are  all  tin-  Peter  Pans  of  the  liritish  .\rmy  - 
the  l{oys-whr)-\vouldn"t-Rr(»w->ip,  and,  like  the  heroic  IVter 
Tan  himself,  who  was  sun  ly  the  first  of  the  Bantams,  they  arc 
(.imr  for  sin^'K-  combat  with  the  greatest  .  ;»emy  of  Kni.'' irxJ, 
Home,  and  Beauty  who  may  come  alon<:.  They  ha«l  iheir 
( iiance  yesterday,  anil  brought  back  a  num.'ier  of  enormous 
i'.iivarians  as  prison<Ts  fairly  captured. 

\  ci  rtain  Bantam,  ex-boilermaker  of  I  eeds  ("  the  grandest 
city  in  the  world,"  he  says),  and  the  Kin^'s.Iest<  r  of  his  battalion, 
was  enormously  amustd  by  the  incident.  Mv  said  that  each 
H.intam  looked  no  higlu  r  than  the  match-stick  to  the  camllo 
with  each  Bavarian.  To  all  these  little  men  th<-  (ierman 
^"idiers  looked  like  giants,  l)ut  like  so  nmny  IIop-o'-my-Thumbs 
they  t(M>k  charge  of  these  Bavarian  Bluiulerbores  and  brought 
th<  ni  back  in  triumph.  They  w« nt  searching  for  them  in  the 
mil  s  of  Longueval  some  days  ago,  and  found  some  of  them 
Miiping  from  the  tre<s.  They  brought  them  down  with  a 
crash,  and  collected  souvenirs. 

This  village  was  a  dreadful  place  when  some  of  the  Bantanjs 
wtiit  into  it.  Only  a  few  ruins  remained,  and  about  these 
many  soldiers  of  many  different  regiments  went  prowling  in 
March  of  Germans  who  wvrv  still  concealed  in  dug-outs  and 
^lit  li-craters,  and  whf.  still  defended  the  outskirts  of  the  village 
v-ith  machine-guns,  whieh  swept  the  streets. 

There  wt  re  Highlanders  there,  so  "  fey  "  after  th'  ir  fi-rce 
tiu'hting  that  they  went  about  with  their  bayonets,  prrxlding 
niiaginary  (Jermans,  and  searching  eni|)ty  dug-outs  as  though 
the  enemy  were  crowdeti  there.     The  ground  was  strewn  with 
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d.  ad.  :i..d  fn.n.  nnncd  tn  .uhcs  ntul  piles  of  brok.n  bricks  there 
nmu  the  awful  cries  of  wouiuhd  imii. 


8 

Tlurc  were  nmnv  uoundid-Cinnans  as  m«11  as  Rritish- 
,,,,1  .,,,  n.an  tcnd.d  tl,..n  with  an  h<  n.ic  s.  If-sacnl.c<  wh^h  is 
.UscrdKil  with  nv.rrncc  and  enthusiasm  ».yn.anyoll.crrs 
.,,  ,„,,,  1,  .as  a  <.haplain  att=„h.ci  to  the  Sonth  Afncan 
^IK,  ror,.h1  so  d.  sp.  rat.  Iv  and  so  spIen.iidU  in  -  V...\s\y,od 
This  -parhv"  ean.e  up  to  a  dressin^'-slat-ou  estah  .shed  in 
the  ..ne  hit  of  ruin  uhieh  could  he  us.cl  f-.r  sh.  It.  r  a.ul  apphed 
hiruMlf  t..  the  w..und«d   with  a  spiritual   d<  Notion   that   was 

iitterU    ftarh  ss.  r        i  •   „ 

In  order  t..  ini  wat.  r  for  th.m,  and  the  m.  ans  of  makinp 
tea  h.  w.nt  rnar.v  tinus  to  a  well  which  was  a  danger  s,K>t 
nmik.d  d..wu  l>v  (;.rn,an  snipers,  who  shot  our  nun.  anonizu^g 
with  thirst,  as  tl...u,uh  they  w.  re  timers  t^.-n.^  down  to  drink. 
Thev  are  justiiud  u.e..niin-  to  the  laws  of  war,  hut  it  was  a 
c-rud  husimss.  Th.  n  w..  ..u.  Ci.  rn.an  oil  <•.  r  then-  in  a  she  1- 
l,.,U..  not  far  fn.in  th-  .-11,  who  sat  with  h,s  rtvoKer  handy 
tu  rick  off  any  nun  wh<.  v.i.tured  to  th.    ^^.ll,  .-ind  he  was  a 

"^'ijl.t^'li!'  (hd  not  shoot  the  padre.  SouMthinj:  in  the  line 
fun.re  of  that  eha,.lain,  his  disre^r„rd  <.f  all  th.  1-11.  ts  sn«pp.n« 
about  him.  the  tireh  ss.  harhss  way  in  which  h.  er..ss.<l  a  street 
of  death  in  e.reler  to  lul,.  the  wound.. 1.  h.  lei  hack  the  tntrper- 
(inu.r  of  th.  l.cnnan  oilier,  and  he  1. 1  him  i-ass.  lie  passed 
„,H„v  tin.s,  unt.Muh.d  hy  bull.ts  or  machin. -.nm  hre-.  ai^d  he 
w.nt  inte,  its  we.rst  ,'laces,  which  w.  r.  p.ts  e,f  [u.rr-.r.  carrying 
l„.t  t.a.  winch  h.  ha.i  ma.!.'  fre>m  tlw  w.ll-wal.r  l.-r  n.en  in 
a.'e.nv  he  eaus.  e.f  th.  ir  we)unds  and  thirst. 

'Il,\v  were'  olhcers  e.f  the  Ihiutanis  xvho  told  me-  th.'  ste.ry, 
the.UMh  th.  ,a.h.  was  ne.t  theirs,  an.l  th.  ir  tr.u.re.us  praise 
uas  hue  t„  l.ar.  it  was  ,^eMKl  also  t..  la  ..r  th.  talk  e>f  hesc 
nun  whe.  haei  just  ...nu  e.ut  e>f  battle  with  tlu  tn-.nu'  and  dirt 
e.f  war  ..pe.ntluni.alK.i.t  the  men  they  l.A.  t..  .'..n-.mand. 

1h.se-  vemmr  e.He.rs  nr.  k.en,  bri^'ht-e  > .  d  tML.ws  and  in 
spit.  e«f  all  the-v  hael  b.  .  u  ihn.uyh-  thing's  not  y.  t  t.,  b.  ,1.  se-r.bed 
_th.  V  l.Ti  i.ut  Mile  trac.  e.f  their  <  ndurane-'.  I  sat  witn 
tlum"u'.el.r  a   tent    propped   up  by   stretche  r-|K.les,   with  one 
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ll;t|)  tied  to  iiii  old  curt,  while  thi-  men  who  h;wl  just  marchrd 
(i()\Mi  \\t Tc  lyiiiy  in  jrrotips  on  the  lirld,  mostly  without  shirts 
and  scK'ks,  Ixcausi'  of  the  heat  and  the  Um}f  time  since  they 
iui'l  eliaMLT'  (I  their  clothes. 

Afterwards  I  went  amoi)i»  the  men — all  these  Peter  Pans — 
v,li<»  eame  from  all  parts  of  Scotland  and  the  North  of  Kn^land, 
Ml  that  their  speech  is  not  easy  to  a  man  from  the  South.  They 
\V(  n  fakintj  of  Ciernian  snipers  antl  German  sh<  lis.  of  all  that 
til.  y  had  suffered  and  done,  and  the  lK>iler-nuik«T.  thrir  comic 
turn,  was  «yL'ed  on  to  say  outraijeous  thinjjs  which  caused 
I.  Ills  of  laujilitt  r  from  the  Hatitam  crowd.  The  laniruat;e  of 
til"  l>oil(  r-mak(  r  on  the  std>jcet  c'"  (ii  rmaris  and  the  pit  asures 
(il  war  wouKI  be  ipiite  tmprintal'le.  Imt  tin-  ;;i^t  of  it  was  ful 
it  virtue  and  suited  the  philosophy  of  th(s<'  li\  -foot  Ctrurs- 
(ii-Lion  whf)  Were  yrinnini,'  K.und  him. 

It  is  the  philosophy  of  our  mo<lern  kniyhts.  who  take  more 
ri>ks  in  one  day  thati  their  forbears  in  a  hfetiin'-.  and  lind  a 
LTUii  and  sinister  humour  in  the  worst  thui^s  of  -var. 
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Last  (  vt  ninf.'.  just  us  dusk  vas  on.  piiii,'  nv.r  the  l)iittlolii-l(!s, 
tlu-  Australians,  with  Kii},'lish  troops  on  tluir  Irft,  sprang  o\tr 
the  parap*  ts  of  tlinr  hues  at  Po/.itn  s.  a(l\  anci  d  up  five  Jiuridnd 
\ar(is  of  risiu-.'  tTo'iiid,  stornicd  tiiroiisxh  tin-  trcichcs  of  th'- 
sicoiid  Crrinan  hn.-,  and  captured  tin  crot  of  thr  ridyc  which 
looks  d()\Mi  to  (  ourc(  h  tt<-  and  Martinpnich. 

It  was  a  arrai  and  tragic  s\irprisi  to  tli-  « m my.  They  may 
have  hili.  v(<l,  I  think  they  did  l).li<  v.-,  that  after  the  s.  ties  of 
battles  in  th.'  July  liuhtinir,  the  spirit  of  the  Hritish  off<iisive 
was  broken,  and  that  our  troops  were  too  tired  to  make  fresh 
assaults.  Tlir  tierniaii  Generals  tried  to  put  comfort  into  thr 
h.arts  of  th(ir  nun  liy  t(  llmir  them  that  thr  Hritish  ^nm  and 
liie  Hritish  soldirrs  had  done  thtir  worst,  and  that  the  attack 
was  at  an  end.     'I  he  lull  <l«C(ived  tin  ni. 

Htcausi  two  or  three  days  had  pass. d  witliout  any  infantry 
action  afti  r  thirty  «lays  of  uneeasitit,'  battle  th<  re  may  wtU 
have  stcined  to  \\n-  « m my  a  reasr)nabl.  hope  that  we  should 
cont.nt  o\irs<lv«s  with  diyfjinu  in  and  hoidini:  the  j,'round 
■:ained.  One  thin},',  however,  nuist  have  tiisheartt  ned  thr 
Cierman  troops  and  prt  vented  any  kind  of  lu  rvous  ncuperatioii 
after  tin  ;ii)i)alliii;:  strain  of  the  month's  s|.,  11-lire.  Tlii-  Hritish 
Huus.  uhieh  sliouM  hav.-  be<  ii  worn  out,  and  the  15rilish  ;,Minners 
supposed  to  bt  I  xhaustrd.  W(  iit  on  hrin-,'. 

Th(  V  wi  nt  on  all  \estinlay,  as  on  th.'  day  before  and  more 
than  a  month  of  yestmlays,  with  th*  ir  Ioul'.  -teady  bombard- 
ment, that  bombardment  which  is  now  nnnbiinj,'  with  its  sulleu 
shocks  of  soiMid  as  I  writi .  and  as  it  j,'.ms  on  ni-,d»t  and  day. 
Lon},'-raiijre  guns  wen    reachinj,'  out  to  places  far  ahead  of  the 


»  X  J 


um 


THE  HIGH  GROUND  AT  POZlP.RES 


169 


(;.  rni.m  liin's.  Courctlrttc  vvasa  ruin.  Martiripiiich  was  falling; 
ill  pit  (•(  >.  TIhtc  is  no  safety  for  G<rmans  any\vh(  re  and  up  in 
til  lini  s  IK)  safety  exorpt  in  the  ditjxst  <iuj,'-«)uts  fo;-  ollicers 
:i;.'l  lucky  lurn. 


As  tnariy  ni<n  as  muld  tjr  t  ir.t)  dmj-outs  to  ihc  north  of 
!'. ./i.ns  Wire  down  tlun-  yesterday,  listenini,'  to  the  crashe-, 
(I  <Hir  h<  a\  y  sh<  lis,  which  wen-  smashing:  tlw  trench*  s 
ilxiiit  th<  HI  and  >ereaniinj»  overhead  «»n  rntire  distant 
luiiriieys. 

TIm  Australians  and  Fji(.'hsh  troops,  inchidinij  men  of  Kent. 
s  :-s.  \,  and  Surrey  njjinicnts,  were  waiting  in  their  own 
tri  ii<lies. 

A  ere.cent  moon  came  up.  The  wotwis  darkened.  Shadows 
tnpt  down  from  Thiepval.  Distant  corjitields  in  thi-  world 
liiyond  the  war,  so  near  as  miles  are  cf)unt<(l,  so  far  away  in 
}■(  .ice.  became  hronzed  and  red.  and  then  all  dark  ami  vasjuc  in 
til.  (Vdiiiiir  mist.  AI)ove.  the  sky  w;is  still  blue,  with  stars 
\iry  l)ri<,'hf  an<l  jjlisteninj,'. 

It  was,  [  think,  ahout  !>  o'clock — as  the  clock  <jo<snowin  F'rance 
•iiiil  Kni'l.ind — when  the  Uritish  troops  left  thi  ir  trench«'s. 
iiiiy  v.  lit  ([uictly  witlu»ut  any  i,'n  at  clamour  across  that  5()0 
•.in Is  of  trroun*!,  dusky  fifjuns,  the  brown  of  thiir  khaki  no 
uiffinnt  from  the  colour  of  the  earth  around  them,  through 
tii>  ;^'Iooj.i  of  coming  night.  The  .\ustralians  w«)rkeil  u|>  to  thr 
riu'lit,  till  Knglish  to  the  left.  H»  fore  them  was  the  (iermaa 
^■coiid  liiK  on  a  front  of  about  JiOdO  yards,  and  j)art  of  that 
I'll.'  line  which  was  pi<v cd  and  taken  on  .Inly  It,  between 
Hi/rntin-lt -F<  tit  and  lA)ngucval,  when  the  Hritish  tnK)|»«5 
W'  lit  up  in  wa\  (  s  and  astounded  the  world  by  tin  ir  Jichievt  - 
i:ii  rit.      It  was  no  longer  a  hue  of  trenches. 

It  was  a  wavy  line  of  humtnocky  and  tiunbled  <  ■, -th  along 
itiiuni-  rable  sh«ll-craters  such  as  I  described  at  MontauKai.. 
'•rly  the  dug-outs,  or  some  of  them,  still  ninained  in  all  this 
iii.iDs,  tillid  with  living  aiid  wuunded  and  dtad. 

Out  of  the  wnck  of  <  arth,  as  our  men  advanced,  living  men 
(;i!iir  out  in  groups.  They'  came  forward  through  the  duskr 
I  iL'iit  with  their  hands  held  H\i — pitiable  shadows.  Most  of 
tilt  in  were  utterly  nerve-broken     Iwatiii  and  brokt  n  nun  with 
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no  ti^'lil    Ml    ill  Ukiii.  hnl  only  hii  uninial    f«Mr  Jind  desire  of 

TIk  ir  Mini  till-  r  was  r<c(i\  .d,  and  thr  Knjrlish  ii?ul  Aiistniliiuis 

yu\     ;:.iar(l-    al t     tluin    and    sent    tlinn    hark    to    our    linis 

\vlulr"tii<>  \v.i.i  on  to  (Kar  tli.  dnjj-outs  of  mm  who  n  fused 
to  com.  "oi;!.  or  \Nonld  not  «'oni<'  out.  and  to  d<  a)  witli 
thoM-  wlio  fartliM-  l.at-k  had  still  th.-  coura-'  to  .1.  f.  nd  tli.  in- 
s«  lv<s. 

Tlur.'  v;i.  soiiK-  l)ayon«t  liiihtint:  and  l.ondiirm.  trom 
I),  hind  tl.  (..  rniaii  liiMs  in  is(j|atrd  r.-doid.fs  tnachiiu-cmis 
w.n-  at  u'  rl.  sprav  inj;  out  l»dl(ts.  Hut  our  casualti's  uvrt- 
viryf.  w:  ;dl  t.-ld.  hss.  I  iinaL'inc,  than  iit  any  aftion  of  im|M)rt- 
anc'V  dnrin-.'  Hi*  batths  of  llu-  Soinni.  .  'I  Ik-  <ncniy's  losses 
\\<r»  liravy.  Mon  than  KM)  prisotx  rs  iiave  passed  the  toU- 
l.ar.  and  of  h  rs  an-  \n\Uii  l.rou._'ht  doun.  In  d.  ad  he  lost 
MK.re  Iha;:  tl'..).  and  his  vvoinid.d  must  mind)er  hi^rh  liyures 
It  was  a  l.inu  whieh  miist  he  trri.Aoiis  to  him  alt(  r  all  tlu 
Immmer-st..  kes  of  tin  nu.nlh.  an.l  what  is  most  significant  is 
th.  fro"l»i'<l  ^t;,te  of  his  sol.liers.  th.s.  da/.ed  and  mrve- 
shattered   ni- n   who   surrendered.     They   hail   no   pride   left   in 

(Ik  im.  ,   ■    •   • 

Th.s.  m.  n  w.r,  mostly  of  th.  17th  an.l  l^th  H.s,  rv,  I)lVls,on^ 
of  th<  !Mh  H.serv.'  C.rps,  with  miscellaii.  ous  drafts  Inmi 
v;^ri(^us  "Krsat/"  or  r.serve  haltali..ns.  the  scoiirin<_'s  of  the 
last  das.  \viH.m  liernuuiy  can,  I  snppos.  ,  put  into  the  lieUi, 
Hy  that  1  d..  not  m.an  tli.y  are  phvsieailv  w.  ak  ..r  und.rsized 
-  th.r.  an  >  tv  t'  w  (;.rm"an  sol.iu  rs  wh..  couhl  he  d.scnlH-d 
like  that  hul  ih.A  an  not  sol.li.  rs  of  th.  pn.ud  aiul  hi^'hly 
train..!  knul  wlio  touuht  in  (arliir  days  of  th.-  war.  They  an 
ni  n  with  faiuili.  s  and  \^ith  a  .^'n  at  y.arnmL'  for  p.;u-.-.  and  lu- 
l..\,   ..;■  ih!s  niassiier.    which  is  ordain.  .1  l>v  th.  ir  war  l..nls. 

Duruu:  th-  ni'ild  the  tn.o]>s  h.  hin.i  ih-m  w.n-  ralli.  d  to 
inak-  llu  ..  parate  eounter-atlaeks.  'I'h.y  cam.  on  ver)' 
hrav.lv  lie  r  i,  nothing  the  matti  r  uitli  CJ-rman  coura-.'e  si^ 
a  rill.'  I'ut  m  a  spirit  of  s.  If-safritic  an.l  stnpidlv.  Thc\ 
\salk.<l  into  ..ur  hurray.'.',  iin.l  our  sh.  IK  eau-jhl  Hi*  in  :^»^ 
sha'liviii   ti'ii!'. 

'lo-.!ay  up  to  llu-  tune  I  writ,  tii.n  has  h. m  no  furtlur 
attiiek  h\  infantry,  hut  th.  en.  in\  s  ^.n.ns  hax-  op- n.  .1  u»d 
inainliuiHi!  a  \ .  ry  li.  re.-  lin-  upon  the  p.-Mti.ii.s  ijainetl  hy  our 
troops. 
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Tin  ri<  w  [>iirt  <»f  tlu"  Cii-rnmn  s«tkh(I  lim-  now  in  oiir  hamls 
iii:ik-  s  np  uiih  the  cthc  r  part  of  his  liiir  captund  on  July  14  a 
(iviahci  oi  nriiiiv  1(>.(M)0  vards. 
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Ail  last  nijjht.  which  was  still  anil  calm,  as  the  wi-athcr 
._n.  ^.  th(  n  WHS  a  ^n  at  lianinicriMi,'  of  yiuis,  and  this  niorninL'. 
wli(!i  I  went  oiit  in  th.-  direction  of  Thu-p\al.  the  artilhry 
,  !i  Ixith  sides  wa^  hard  at  work.  The  nuiny  was  droppiii!,' 
"Ii.  ;ivy  stnff  "  in  the  n<  ifihlmnrluKHi  of  rozicPf  s,  with  (M-casioiuil 
v't  ,ts  at  Umfi  ranfjc  into  liclds  hIk)uI  (piiit  villa.:' s  hthind 
ii!  Iitiiv  which  look  titltrly  praccfnl  in  tlu'  wann  li-.'ht  of  this 
Am."  1st  sun  j.'l<aminuf  n|Hi!>  tiuir  church  spins  and  upon  the 
tlii(k  t'filia<:t  i/f  the  treis  aronnd  thcni. 

It  uas  in  tin  midst  of  a  tumult  of  i^iins  and  below  the  loiii,' 
I  ant  jourtieyiii},'  ot  {jreat  shells  on  th(  ir  way  to  tin   t  iieiny's 

iiilorv  that  I  sat  to-day  with  some  of  the  ollic<  rs  who  ha\  «• 
J  st  (liased  the  Ciernians  out  of  their  trenches  to  tin-  north  of 

I'l  /ii'res. 

T     y  w«rc  nil  men  of  K<  nt  around  me.     Tin    captain  is  a 

n.MiV    soiil.    who    laughs    most    heartily    over    his    hairhnadlh 

M.ipes  and  still  more  loudly  when  he  describes  little  exploits 

•.^!li^h   would   make   most    men   shudder  at   the   mere  remem- 

i'TaliCi  . 

I  h'  ( .,!on<  I  of  his  battalion,  who  sat  opposite,  is  of  a  different 
t\|  (piitt  and  th(»ii^htful,  but  with  u  sens.'  of  humour  also 
;i  it  lights  his  <  yt  s.  And  two  |)iac<'s  off  was  tin-  M.C). — u 
liortiii  who  lo\is  ii:s  men  and  would  not  leave  ihis  battalion  of 
-ii.  Kv  lits  for  anj  ollur  iii  the  army  (he  has  pjitched  up  all  their 

'ti  N  after  »vtry  scrap  and  did  laroic  work  lor  them  the  othir 

I!.  i'.»rt  the  hu»htin<:  Ix  [ran  the  c<ik»nel  took  the  jovial  captain 
'  tti  thi  liiii  '•  to  \  iew  the  Promised  Land."  as  hi-  calle<l  it, 
.^;il  th<  l*romis<(l  Land  l(K>ked  verv'  uninviting  on  this  hii^h 
'iiIl''  above  tin- blaek(  ii<  (I  ruins  of  Po/.itres  wh>  r<  the  (i'TUMii 
-^  euiid  liiH  s  Win  liuari!' <i  by  a  tauj,'l(  of  barbt  tl  win.  It  was 
;l  ditlicult  to  look  at  it  \<ry  lonir  or  very  cl-.s.  ly.  l»<canse 
'!;  '  IK  niy  was  "  latlurinfr  *  the  field  of  observatuMi  with  everv- 
'-".liM  of  "  crump      and  shell. 


"^-T  '-f^^^TgflifcCE'hpK't^"  -  ij*Ta>^^r^psy- 
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"  Wh(  ri  wi-  po|)p<(i  ()v«r  the  paniixt,"  says  the  c.iptnir. 
'*  We  a(l\  anc(  (I  into  tin-  middle  of  the  Hrock's  Bcin-fit,  uiui  it 
\v;is  (tl)vi(Mis  that  thi-  Miiikiiij;  Mm-hc-  had  yot  the  wind  up." 

That  is  to  say  th«  <  in  my  was  scndiiij*  ii|)  distnss  signals  t« 
his  ^'Miix,  and  in  the  anticipation  of  an  attack  was  ihri^fiiii; 
colonri'd  htrhts  o\  (  r  to  onr  hn«'s  so  as  to  ilhiniinatc  any  Hriti>h 
intantry  who  niifht  hv  advancing.  'I'hcsr  h^'hts  wen-  firui 
out  of  a  sjxci.al  kind  of  fiistol.  and  wh(  n  they  fell  tiarcd  up  with 
vivid  rrd  and  yn  t  n  tins.  At  the  same  time  tlic  ( nciny'-: 
niachin(-j.Muis  phiycd  upon  any  tifjuns  so  revealed,  so  that  it 
was  alnmst  certain  d(ath  to  he  in  those  llare-liyhts.  At  {jrcut 
risk  SI  V(  ral  iiu  ti  spranj^  forward  into  the  illumination  aiiJ 
ki(k(<l  out  the  liurniri},'  canisters.  Then  in  the  niomentan.- 
tlarktHss  the  l<adin<»  cojupaiiies  advanced  in  waves  toward'; 
the  (i(  rnian  trenches  south  of  Mon<|iiet  (or,  as  the  soldiers  ca!! 
it,  Moo-C  ow)  Farm. 


The  coloiH  I  «)f  the  battalion  w<  ?it  very  gallantly  with  hU 
mt  II.  and  as  he  <lr< w  n(  ar  to  the  <  in  iny's  line  saw  two  Hj,niri-s 
silhouetted,  like  his  own  nw  n  had  ht «  ii,  against  the  cnemy"< 
Ii<;hts.  He  called  out  to  thein,  thinkinu  they  mii,'ht  be  his 
own  men  workinj,'  forward  on  his  ri'jht.  Hut  he  saw  they  wcrf 
(iermans  when  one  man  threw  up  his  hands  as  a  sijjn  of  surrontlrr. 
an«l  the-  oth(  r  droppeel  on  to  one  knee  to  fire  a  ritle  shot.  Tht 
colonel  sprau;,'  forward,  coverinj^  theiu  with  his  revolvers, 
and  took  liotli  of  th<ni  prisoner. 

Without  many  casualties  in  spite  of  machine-t,'un  firr,  our 
men  reached  tlir(iernian  trenches,  (ire  at  heroism  was  showi 
by  a  yeiunu  lieutenant  anel  a  party  eif  l)e)ml)ers,  whe)  went  tir^^f 
o\e  r  Nei  Man's  Land  se)  epiickly  hihinel  our  barraLje-  that  thij 
riskeel  eleath  by  e>ur  e»wn  shells  aiiel  came-  against  the'  fir«t 
defiiice-.  'IJK  e)irHM  r  aiiel  several  eif  this  tirst  wa  ■  were-  feHiiid 
Jyiiii:  wounehel  VUO  yareis  fart  Ik  r  than  the  "  ji!mj>-e»ut 
peesition,  anel  it  was  their  epiie-k  aeh.mce-  which  se-areel  the  e-ntray 
aiul  heljuel  te)  eiernoralize   him. 


One    itf  the-  prise»ners  taken   later  was  a  fe>rwarel  eibse^Nnnf 
oilicer,  a  I'russian  i,'ianl  well  eiver  .six  feet  hiLjh  and  cnormcMiii* 
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^t-uf.  ami  111-  WHS  put  in  churyt-  of  !i  littlt-  Kentish  man  staiul- 
■.i;:  li\t -IVct-onr  in  his  sm'ks.  Thi-  («(-riiian  jjiant  wa-  very 
!:i/lifrn((i  at  the  .'nachinc-^rtiii  fire  of  his  own  [M-fiplc.  which  was 
uliil'pinjx  over  the  ground,  and  he  went  hack  crouehni^'  in  a 
lM.ir-lik«-  way.  pnKldtd  from  behind  hy  the  w«-<'  man  in  khaki. 
'i\ns  sJL'ht,  iUuminatdi  l)y  tlie  Hans,  was  seen  l>y  the  men 
1  tt  1»«  hind  in  onr  own  trenches,  and  they  st«XMl  np  on  their 
j.iniinfs  laut,'hinj»  and  chi-eriny  wildly. 

Milt  there  were  other  trenches  ahead,  and  the  men  "  han-d  " 

.ff  to  these,  and  found  them  held  t)y  scand  men.     'I'lic  Keiitidi 

i,i.  ii  start!  tl  homhin},' down  the  trench  "  like  mad."  and  l»l<H'ked 

It  it  <ach  end  in  cast  of  accidirits,  while  u  yonnj,'  ullicer  posted 

;.  :       liini-tfim  on  the  left  of  it. 

Tin  position,  howi  \er,  h«came  ipiite  obvionslv  an  untenable 
t  !i( .  win  II  the  Cermans  rallied  and  attacked  in  l>ombiiiir  parties 
i\>iut  the  farm.  Many  of  them  were  cut  down  by  the  vouiij' 
tlluir  with  his  Lewis  ^un  and  by  the  K«-ntish  (jreiiadiers,  but 
:!!i\  brought  up  machiru -yuiis  and  made  the  position  "very 
li  •!.'  A  lance-corporal  Ixhavcd  very  ^j.ailantly  in  >,'(»in<»  back 
Ti«)  y;irds  under  heavy  lirt-  t(»  report  the  situation,  and  volun- 
l  <r<il  to  return  with  the  messat,'e  that  the  patrol  could  not  be 
-  pi'tirted  and  nmst  fall  back  in  small  f,'roiips.  This  he  did, 
.i.'l  returned  ayain  in  safety  with  the  other  party,  who  brought 
«  ith  fiirm  three  nmre  prisoners  "as  sarn|)les  "  (to  use  their 
xv.ii  |ilira.N«  1,  iucludiiiy  the  huge  olliccr  whom  1  have  described 

I  rr\  |l.l.,iV. 

Til' \  have  fwnny  f.  Hows  among  them — this  British  battalion 
-iiini  the  amount  of  eonicdy  they  extract  from  all  this  >,'rim 
1)  isjiuss  is  astouiMlinij.  Thi  n  is  oiu-  of  their  ninnber  who  was 
iiiir  a  rmndKr  of  Frrd  Karno's  troup*-,  and  has  not  lost  his 
•  111  ii!'~tuiets  for  a  kniK-kafniut  turn.  When  he  took  a  prisoner 
i     <  aiiu'ht   luiii   l)y  the  hand  and  danced  a  "  |)as  de  ipuitrc  " 

^  i"l    iuMl. 

(Mli/.ur  ?  ■'  askcfl  the  astouniir^  man. 

Oui.  oui,"'   said  the  comic  turn,   "and  you — prisonnicr — 

^..■.  ■  /,  '.'  ■' 

"  '  nnich  for  the  nun  of  Kent,  thourfj  I  shouhl  like  to  tcU 
Ii  r(  ii  I  iiad  the  time  to-tuyht  about  their  m( dical  olficer,  who 
f  'tMJ  uli  tin-  wourid»<l  men  of  two  companies  and  thirty 
^-    iiHird   t«4  rmans   m    a    subterranean   dressmi.'-station    (there 

■  -  nu  comedy  tlu  r*. ),  and  more  about  their  very  hne  and 
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frarl*  ss  r«»l(iiii  I,  iiiwl    iilxnit  tin-  churful  niptjiin,  wliosc  mlvrti. 
tiir<  s  viiKT  t\u    wiir  h<  yiiri  would  lill  n  lionk  a>  ^tnint^f  ft>>  th 
**  Ml  int.irs  "  of  Miirlxif. 

'I'o-duy  othrr  nun  wert-  fitrfitiii:,'  in  tin  ^ariu-  phicT,  and  I 
nnist  tt  11  lit  s«»mi  later  tiiiu-  llu  liii«'  work  of  tlu-  Siirriy  atiu 
Sussex  mtii. 


1  : 
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The  (  "•  my  lias  inailc  scv(  ral  aftrnitil  .  to  rrfjain  tin-  hip! 
proiiriij  tak<  II  fn.in  liiiii  to  tlir  north  <  f  l'<'/.i»  ris,  and  ycstirda 
t\  t  iiini,'.  Im|\\..ii  tin  hours  of  list-  and  s«\(ti  o'cl(K-k,  ho  sti/ 
nut  a  slnmi,'  Ix'dy  of  infantry  to  attack  our  tpnrhts.  !• 
was  a  curious,  vaui,  and  tni>,'ic  cndt;i\onr,  like  st\<ral  oth'r 
c'ouutrr-attacks  laiuiclnd  lit  th<'  command  of  tlv  German 
Staff  \>\  nn  II  rrcciilly  Itrou^ht  up  as  support  tr(M>|>s.  kiiowin;- 
«piitc  o^viuu'.Jv  n<«thin;»  of  the  counfr)  in  which  thiy  ar 
call"  d  upou  to  li::ht.  aiul  just  hluml' riny  «>ut  with  a  kitvi 
of  desperate  courage  towarcis  our  litu>.  if  was  exactly  thui 
last  e\<'nini;. 

I'lom  the  prisouf  rs  we  look  it  is  (•<  rfain  knowlcdye  that 
thes<-  troops  had  no  faiuiliarity  with  tliis  ;;round  hetwter. 
Moil. put  Kami  and  the  Wiudniill.  ami  wlun  tiny  were  ordernl 
to  attack  n  u'anled  tluinselves  as  shi.|)  sent  to  the  slaughter. 
Tiny  knt  w  only  that  the  Australians  \\<  re  in  front  of  thmi. 
u!id  from  what  they  have  heard  of  the  Australians  they  did 
not  have  much  hope. 

What  hope  th.y  had  was  in  the  u'uns  Ixhind  them,  and 
p«>rtainly,  in  s|tite  of  all  the  (iernian  fi'ins  we  Iia\e  knocked  out 
hv  coiiiter-hattt  ry  work,  and  all  those  havini;  had  to  shift 
their  <:rou!i(l  from  day  to  day  owiiiLT  to  our  eiasdess  scarchinjis 
for  their  euiplaeeini  iits  with  the  aid  of  our  aerial  scouts,  the 
Iniiiilianiuieiit  that  preceded  the  (ieriuan  assault  was  inteibe 
and  foriiiidal>le. 

The  Australians  *'  stuck  it,"  f;u(ssiii<4  what  was  to  follow. 
In  the  trenches  they  have  dii^',  and  the  shell-craters,  and  the 
old  (leriuin  trenches  which  are  now  almost  shapeless  undiT 
our  own  and  the  enemy's  fire,  they  hi  Id  on.  ami  kept  their 
bomhs  ready,  and  their  mnchine-truus  handy,  and  watchful 
eyes,  wherever  a  man  could  see,  upon  a  row  of  broken  tref- 
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stlml|)^  ii|))N'ariiitf  over  tin-  crrst  of  th«-  I'o/.wn  s  Hiilv,»r  Imvoh»I 
tin   U  iridiiiill. 

'I  lit  II  ht  low  thf  fr«st  on  the  otJur  vidi-  (»f  fhi  ridt;*'-  the 
(.(iiiiafi  Mile  i>  MoiHpitt  Fnriu,  ralli-«l  '  M<Mi-f«tw  "  l-'arm  l>y 
iiM  ti  >vl»>  will  ^fill  j«sf,  whatrvrr  tli<-  riiuiitioiis  ol'  jil'i-.  A 
viiKill  vallrv  or  v'"ll>  runs  In  liiml  tin  I'iirin  towiinls  lln  t jimrrii >, 
:iIhI  it  was  Irmii  this  that  thi-  (■(riiian  soldii  is  catiu-  str<  ai)tiiii{ 
iiiit  in  <i|M  ti  <»r.l<r  vvhrii  tin  ir  i,'iins  Irniftln  ind  raiij^f  so  that 
fli.  \     rnuld    fjtt     r(»rwanl     without    w.ilkiny    irito    (heir    onii 

As  it  lia)>|M  ii<(l,  tiny  walktd  into  unr  h.irra^'i-.  Our  ;r"'*» 
\.  I'  waituiu  for  thrui.  At  the  «iul  ot'  a  ttit  iilionr  win  was  a 
.'  In  i-i»tMiral  who  (l<K's  not  kt«|)  |»(onlc  wailim;  \«ry  loni,' 
uiiiji  tiny  arf  in  n<««|  of  his  '"  h»a\i«s,  "  aii<l  many  i?iuin«-r 
i.ilici  Is  Win  stanilim;  K^'  thfir  hatttrits  ready  to  i.'ivr  thi- 
MMid  ■'  Kin-  !  "  with  th«ir  jjnns  and  howit/.i  rs  p  '_»ist(  r««l  on 
;!i'  luir  a«Tos>  which  tin-  «  lu  tny's  tr<i(i|  v  wnt.ld  innir  as  soon 
.i>  till  y  w«  re  ordrrt'd  to  attack. 

lii  our  lines  the  trcnch-niortar  batt<rics  were  niakini;  ready 
til  Imrl  their  hiyli  ex|)losivfs,  and  the  I,««is  i/miners  were 
la.'tr  to  L't  t  t«»  woi k  instead  of  standintf  tiiuh  r  (fcrn.an 
■It.  ii-hre. 

Tin  (  Hi  iny's  infantry  came  strayt'lini.'  forward  in  extended 
ukI  r.  and  in  irn  jfular  wavis.  Tlnre  were  twn  Itattalions  of 
rip  I  I  in  the  o|h  n  -<nit  in  that  T'»ti  yards  of  No  Man's  I^uul 
iii'in  whiih  the  evenini»  sun  was  sliinini,'  with  a  yoldi  n  ha/c — 
\*lii  II  our  sin  lis  hurst  ov(r  th<ni  ami  the  trench-m<»rtars  niadi- 
a  t,ir;L;(  t  of  tin  in.  and  our  InachilU'-^u^s  wtii|j|)ed  into  their 
i.uiks  with  a  seouri;*'  of  hullets. 

I  In  men  fi  II  face-  forward  in  lart'c  niitnhers.  Otin  rs  came  on 
and  f<  II  furtlnr  fnmi  their  owti  lines.  Men  ran  ipiickly,  as 
l!i('iii:h  tot  scupe  from  ail  tin-  hurstiiiL'  sh(  lis,  into  the  Australian 
iiiii  s.  Iliuii:  up  their  arms,  and  lay  still. 

They  Wire  \  ery  brave.  Quite  a  number  of  these  CHTman 
^I'l'lurs  travilled  a  fjuart«r  of  a  mile  over  this  o|Mn  ground  in 
'•\>\\i  of  the  terrific  tire  conct  titrated  upon  it  In  fore  some  bit 
'ilsinil  cauj;ht  them  and  killul  them,  or  hft  them  lyinj;  there  in 

a^'i'liy. 

N>  (ierman  soldier  came  through  alive.  Only  a  few  men 
"lit  of  the  two  battalions  escaped.  Men  were  standinjj  on  tin* 
parapets  of  the   Cierman   line,   calling  to   them,   calling  them 
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liiuk.  tryiiiff  to  save  somtthinf?  out  of  this  siiisilcss  shinghtcr 
that  had  Ixt  ri  ordered. 

'llic  Cini liter-attack  was  an  utter  faihirc,  and  one  is  Kit 
vonderiiij,'  why  tlie  enemy  attempt  such  attacks,  j)redcstin{'d 
to  end  in  (Hsaster,  It  is  an  e.\})etisi\  e  form  of  reconnaissance 
to  t«st  our  streii<.'tli. 

'J'he  (ierman  soltlicrs  would  ha\c  a  ri},'ht  to  call  it  nuinkr. 
It  si(  lus  to  show  that  the  eni  iny"s  Staff  is  disor}janized.  perhaps 
a  little  (1(  uioralizt  d,  by  the  continual  honihardnu  nt  which 
cuts  tin  ir  >.!ynal  lints  and  pnvents  the  sendinj,'  up  of  supports 
and  supplies. 

Th(  Australians  are  still  liffhtinfj  in  a  way  which  wins  the 
admiration  of  their  Genirals  and  Staff  and  of  all  the  army, 
'1  luse  chan-cut  men,  so  fiiu-  in  physi(;ue  and  ap'pearancc  that 
one  always  turns  to  look  at  them  in  any  street  of  war,  are  not 
stolid  fellows  who  can  stand  the  tt  si  of  shell-lire  without  suffer- 
in;:  in  spirit. 

'Ihi  y  are  hiyhly  strung  and  sensitive,  with  a  more  nervous 
ti  nip<  rament  than  many  of  our  Kn^'iish  soldiers,  but  they  have- 
a  pride  and  an  heroic  »]uality  that  kitps  them  steady,  and  an 
int(lli^<nce  in  the  individual  as  well  as  in  mass  which  makes 
Ihem  great  soldiers. 


I 
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Tlure  have  bi en  no  sensational  .'idvances  since  the  great 
day  of  July  11.  wlun  our  men  broke  throuirh  the  second  Gerniaii 
line,  but  hardly  a  day  passed  since  then  without  some  propriss 
li(ing  made  to  get  a  stronger  grip  on  the  high  ridge  which 
rolls  ilown  on  the  enemy's  side  from  Poziens  and  the  twu 
lia/.entins  and  High  Wood.  This  fighting  has  been  very  hard 
and  grim,  and  the  enemy  has  done  his  utmost  to  check  every 
yaril  of  our  nun's  advance  by  continual  curtain-tire,  so  that 
to  take  a  trench  or  two,  or  to  rush  over  a  few  dozen  yards  of 
No  .Man's  Land,  has  been  a  perilous  a(l\(  iiture. 

It  is  most  ixet  11(  ut,  thent'ore.  that  last  night  our  men  were 
able  to  maki'  a  further  "  shove,'"  as  they  call  it.  of  nearly  40U 
yards  in  depth  on  a  front  e)f  about  a  mile.  'I'his  vas  to  the 
north-west  of  Pozieres,  and  at  tlu'  same  time  ground  was 
gained  on  the  north-west  of  IJazentin-le-Petit  closer  to  the 
German  switch-line  between  us  and  Martinpuieh. 
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'I'lii'  men  who  have  Iki-ii  fijjlitinij  this  uphill  battle,  for  thiit 
i>  wh:it  it  is  literally  aiul  morally,  have  been  showing  remarkable 
(iiKiIitiis.  It  is  an  alliance  Ik  t  wein  the  Australians  and  old 
Kiiu'lish  retjimeiits  with  new  mi-n  in  them,  incliulin>,'  some  of 
fin  •■  Derby  ncruits."  AUhoULrh  the  Australians  have  had 
tin  ijreater  share  of  the  hu'htint,'  round  Po/.ien  s,  bcim^  in  j,'reater 
iiMinl)ers.  they  sire  the  fir>t  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  spirit  of  the 
KiiLrlish  lads,  and  their  admiration  is  returned.  An  ejiisode 
uliieh  happened  a  wei-k  ai,'o  shows  the  way  in  which  they  arc 
sharini,'  the  strui,'L,'le. 

I  have  already  written  how  the  men  of  Kent  went  forward 
.nil  Autrust  !■  and  took  the  German  line,  uuiler  the  (v>mtnand 
<'\'  that  line  colonel  and  jovial  captain,  whose  exploits  will 
Ik   p  luembered.     On  the  ri;,'ht  of  them  were  the  Sussr  \  men 

f.iir-hain'd  fellows  from  Arundel  and  Uurpham,  and  little 
"III  \  illai^es  lying  snu<,'  in  the  South  Downs,  and  quiet  old  market 
tnuiis  like  Chichester^Lord  ! — a  world  away  from  places  like 
Pn/ierts.  The  line  of  their  trenches  was  in  touch  with  the 
Aii4ralians,  and  as  they  scrambled  over  the  parapets  at  the 
tiiiu  of  the  attacks  these  comrades  on  the  right  shouteil  out 
to  tlieni, 

■  Hallo,  boys,  what's  up  ?     Where  arc  yf)U  going  ?  " 

"Oh,  just  up  along,"  said  the  Sussex  lads,  pointing 
'n  a  "hot  shop,"  as  they  call  it,  where  a  lot  of  shells  were 
liMr>ting. 

■  Is  that   so  ?     You  don't   say  ?     Gosh  !     We'll  come  with 

villi."' 

It  wasn't  discipline.  The  men  had  no  orders  to  go,  as  far 
i-^  I  can  make  out,  l)ut  some  of  them  certainly  did  go,  in  n 
irii  iiiily  way,  and  joined  in  the  "  scrum  "  up  there,  where  it 
w;is  no  joke. 


The  story  of  the  Sussex  men  is  very  much  like  tlu^t  of  their 
C'lMirades  from  Kent  which  I  have  told  in  detail — the  bombing 
il'wn  the  trenches,  the-  searching  of  the  German  dug-outs, 
til  •  encounters  with  (iermans  who  were  hiding  in  shell-craters. 
Hit  some  of  the  episodes  have  a  special  character,  worth 
ti  Iling. 

Tluy  show  the  human  nature  of  the  business  up  there  beyond 
l'o/:itr(.s.     AiUr   the    first   ru>h    through   the   German    line    it 
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iKCjimc  a  (|iustioii  of  ciitehiuf,'  (it  rinaris  in  slull-liolrs,  which 
arc  jtcxkI  places — or  },'(»<»<i  crioiiyh— lor  sniper-,  who  pn  ftr  to 
<_'()  oti  killiii;,'  Ixforc  th<y  die.  A  Sussex  iiiati  who  spoke  some 
(ii  rnian  to<ik  th(  risk  of  yoiii;.'  out  ah>iie  to  one  of  these  craters 
and  shont<(l  out  t(»  the  nie?i  ht  low  : 

"  If  you  don't  surrend<  r  at  once  we  shall  shoot  \(iu." 

Instantly  several  heads  and  several  pairs  of  hands  aj>peared. 

One  man  eanie  out  with  his  hands  full  of  <,Mfts  and.  falling,' 
upon  his  kiivcs.  hem.'<  <i  for  mercy.  Ih  had  chared  ids  pockets 
and  his  dui,'-oiit  of  little  fancy  artielis  liki'  his  watch,  knife, 
compass,  ci}.';in  tte-ease,  scissors,  silver  soap-hox,  and  pipe- 
li<,diter,  wJiich  he  offered  humbly  as  a  ransom  for  his  life. 

It  apj.'cartd  later  that  he  was  in  mortal  terror  of  havinj:^  his 
throat  cut,  and  he  was  profoundly  <:rat(  fid  when  he  was  taken 
back  to  a  dujf-out  and  jfiveii  some  whisky  and  ciirartttes.  He 
then  asked  lejive  to  tell  his  friends  the  j.'iad  tidin^'s,  and  when 
this  was  allowed  he  went  out  with  his  ynards  and  called  to 
the  other  nun.  Immediately  a  numbc  r  of  the  in  canu-  out  of 
their  hidiny-places  and  formed  a  [jHK'ession  with  their  hands 
up. 

It  was  a<,'ainst  the  Sussex  men  that  the  (nnnans  used  their 
'•  ilanmienwerfer."  or  flame-jets.  It  is  a  eliunsy  form  of 
frij,ditfulness,  as  I  «,M;essed  when  I  lirst  saw  one  of  these  machines. 
It  takes  two  men  to  work  it,  one  with  th<  nservoir  strapped  to 
his  back,  the  other  pumping  out  the  loui,'  spray  of  flame,  which 
has  a  ran<rc-  of  twi-nty-five  yards.  There  wire  eijjht  of  thcst- 
llame-throw(  rs  broui^ht  against  the  Sussex  lads,  but  before 
they  had  done  any  damaf^e  the  sixteen  min  who  advanced 
with  them  wire  all  shot  down.  It  is  not  by  "  flanmienwerfer  " 
that  the  German  counter-attacks  have  anv  chance  of  success. 
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The  advance  last  nii^ht  when  the  Australian  troops  took 
nil  important  line  of  risin«,'  f,'round  is  a  further  jjroof  that  the 
enen.y  has  not  by  any  means  consolidated  his  defensive  positions 
so  strongly  that  they  make  the  same  kind  of  barrier  against  lis 
as  those  which  had  to  be  forced  in  the  first  attacks. 

In  spite  of  all  his  industry  in  digging  he  has  not  been  able  to 
make  any  system  of  trenches  and  dug-outs  to  withstand  our 
she  ll-lirc.     As  soon  as  he  gets  on  with  a  trench  our  guns  register 
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upon  it  and  lay  it  flat.  His  only  i)rotecti(>n  is  in  artillery 
n  taliation,  ;uh1  however  jfrcat  its  destructive  |>owir  it  cannot 
j-ivr  cover  to  the  German  infantr>-  crouching  in  shallow  ditches, 
aiil  havinj;  to  come  up  through  communication-trenches 
ploiiuhed  by  hi<,'h  explosives. 

They  helonff  to  battalions  hurriedly  patlu-red  from  other 
parts  of  the  line  and  flunii  in  to  stop  the  trap.  Tluy  are  the 
vieti?ns  of  the  jieneral  disorganization  of  the  divisions  and  the 
staffs  which  have  suffered  most  hea\ily  from  our  repeated 
attacks.  IJehind  thenj,  no  doubt,  the  (ierman  Ilcjulquarters 
Staff  is  as  cm»l  and  delil)erate  as  ever,  not  allowing'  itself  to  be 
scand  by  these  n  verses,  organizinj,'  new  lines  of  defence  in 
cast  of  netd,  shiftinj;  its  jruns,  playing  the  old  bhKxl-and-iron 
<ranie  with  cold,  scientitic  brains  that  are  not  affected  by  the 
Fosses  or  the  a^'onies  of  men,  except  Jis  they  have  an  inllucncc 
ii|)ou  the  oj)crations. 

For  they  are  highly  trained  scientists  of  war,  these  German 
Staff  officers,  and  w  defeat,  as  once  in  victory,  they  will,  I 
fancy,  be  as  cold  and  as  hard  jvs  steel,  and  as  inhuman  as  the 
devil.  Therefore  it  is  ivUe,  in  my  opinion,  to  h.ope  for  a  sudden 
;uid  sensational  collapse  of  the  German  war-machine,  or  to 
aru'uc:  from  local  weaknesses  and  symptoms  of  bad  Staff  work 
a  j,'(  neral  disorder. 

N\  vertheless,  tlure  are  many  signs  that  the  enemy  is  Ixgin- 
iiinir  to  feel  a  severe  strain  upon  his  defensive-  strength  and 
tliat  his  men  are  being  put  to  an  ordeal  which  not  even  all 
th(  ir  discipline  and  their  courage  can  make  endurable. 

For  men  of  a  certain  kind  of  science  are  ai)t  to  forget  that 
there  are  other  things  in  human  nature  besides  the-  chemistry 
of  llcsh  and  blood,  and  that  not  even  the  finest  soldiers  can 
hv  made  to  light  well  if  their  spirit  is  broken  by  repeated 
losses. 

10 

August  17 

It  is  at  the  two  ends  of  our  recent  line  of  attack — on  the  left 
above  Pozicres  and  on  the  right  around  Guillemont— that  the 
interest  of  tlic  present  fighting  for  the  moment  gathers,  and  in 
l)oth  these  districts  some  progress  has  been  made  by  our  infantry 
during  the  past  day  or  two.  The  successful  advance  of  the 
trench,  northward-s  from  Hardccourt  towards  Angle  Wood, 
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and  fill  ir  ciipfiirc  of  the  r;i\iiif  to  the  south-west  ol"  it,  helps 
to  sin  iiL'th<  ri  oiir  Him  ^  about  Guilli iiioiit.  csjucijillv  ;is  sonif  of 
our  troops  ii(ivanciii^'  from  tlic  tn  iichcs  soiilh  of  Malz  Horn 
FariJi.  and  west  of  Troiiis  Wood.  Iiiik(  d  hands  with  our  Allies 
ytst(  rda\ . 

I  havr  already  d(  scribed  in  a  pn\ious  dispaleii  the  yreat 
diilieulty  of  workint:  o\er  the  <,'rouiid  ab(»ut  (iuill.nK)nt  and 
the  hard  tinii  some  of  our  men  have  had  in  pn>hiii<.'  forward 
to  the  outskirts  of  that  town.  The  enemy  has  concentrated 
ii  laru'e  iiumix  r  of  batt(ries  in  the  eoutitry  bi  \-ond,  and  near 
at  haiid  is  d(  ft  iidinj,'  himsi  If  from  many  machine-yun  emplace- 
ments and  a  ma/.e  of  newly  duif  trenelu  s. 

The  op(  rations  yesterday  in  oonjunetion  with  the  French  arc 
still  in  proLTess  and  the  result  at  pnstnt  is  indecisive,  but  with 
Ix.th  Fn  uch  .■ind  Uritish  troo])s  closiiiir  upon  tlnin  the  situation 
of  the  uanison  in  (Juillemont  is  not  what  soldiers  would  call 
"  h(  althy."' 

Vest (rd ay  morninj,'  I  was  more  int«  rested  personally  in  the 
left  side  of  the  battle-line  above  I'o/ien  s,  as  from  an  artillery 
ol)scr\alion  post  I  was  able  to  i,'et  a  \(ry  clear  view  of  our 
own  and  the  enemy's  ;,'round  in  this  district  — i^round  which 
lias  been  won  and  hehl  by  Fnijlish  and  Australian  reyiments 
with  a  dittrniination  and  courai^e  which  I  have  described 
several  times  with  some  detail. 

There  luforc  nic  on  the  sky-line  was  the  windmill  which 
should  be  as  famous  in  the  history  of  this  war  as  the  Ferryman's 
House  on  the  Yser  Canal  or  the  chateau  at  \'ermelles,  or  the 
"  Tower  Bridge  ''  at  Loos.  Waves  of  men  have  surged  tip 
the  slope  to  it  undir  storms  of  shell-iire.  To  Australians 
lighting  for  the  high  ridge  on  which  it  stands  above  Martin|)uich 
it  has  bien  the  goal  of  great  endeavour,  for  which  many  of  them 
have  given  their  lives.  The  enemy  (h  fended  it  as  if  it  wcro 
a  gnat  ireasure-house,  though  only  an  old  building  of  timber 
and  sto  le  against  which  the  wind  of  centuries  has  blown, 
turning  Ihe  great  black  sails  which  groimd  the  corn  of  the  folk 
in  Pozieres  before  ever  a  howitzer  had  been  lired  in  the  world 
or  n  flying  machine  had  come  hunnning  over  the  hill.  The 
windmill  is  ours  now.  Our  line  sweeps  round  it  and  our  shell- 
lire  drops  on  the  other  side  of  the  slope,  barraging  the  enemy's 
ways  tc  aiid  frons  Martinpuieh. 

But  it  is  only  the  relic  of  a  mill-house.     The  timbers  have 
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III  III  Mown  to  atoms  wi  ( ks  hj/o.  The  sjiils  fill  in  tin-  first 
l,i)iiiliiir(ltii(  lit,  and  all  that  stands  now  is  the  stone  hasc  in 
tin  I'orm  of  I  small  pyramid  as  a  memorial  of  j;reat  bloodshed. 
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Tlie  <  nemy  yesterday  was  droppini^  a  heavy  harrajje  all 
aloii!,'  our  line,  which  runs  south  of  Mou(piet  Farm  and  swieps 
111  low  tlu'  village  of  Thiepval  and  its  wood. 

On  the  othir  side  of  'J'hiepval  Wood  the  opposing  lines  rim 
\(ry  dose  tofiether,  and  here  there  was  not  nuich  shell-fire, 
lilt  on  the  Po/itTis  side  the  shell-hursts  and  smoke-clouds 
Will  driftinfj  up  and  down  in  a  steatly,  regular  way.  Our 
(  \\!i  ^nins  were  busy  with  Mouipiet  Farm  (called  by  our  soldiers 
■  Moo-cow  "  Farm,  or  "  Muckii-  "  Farm,  accordint,'  to  their 
uhitn).  and,  farther  off,  with  C'ourcelette,  whose  tall  factory 
eliininey  s'icks  up  above  the  ridi,'e,  and  now  and  aijain  one  of 
our  heavies  sent  a  ^eat  shell  crashing,'  into  Thiepval. 

There  were  no  (Jcrman  soldiers  to  be  seen  in  that  villajrc, 
iiiid  no  si<.Mi  of  human  life  at  all.  It  is  a  yhastly-lookinj,'  place, 
with  its  stripped  trees,  like  withered  limbs,  and  a  ruined  church 
iih()\c  a  row  of  applc-trces,  which  stand  a  little  sejiaratc  from 
the  villape. 

.\bove  is  a  ccmctcr\'  with  broken  tombstones  and  slull- 
iratcrs  amonj^  its  graves.  IJeyond,  on  a  road  runniii>»  north- 
wards, is  a  tall  crucifix  with  tlie  figure  of  Christ  lookinj?  down 
ii])oii  all  this  d<ath. 

In  the  trenches  no  man  puts  his  luad  above  the  parapet. 
.Several  times  one  of  our  machine-guns  spluttered  out  a  burst  of 
lin  as  a  warning  to  the  enemy  to  keep  will  down.  The  only 
movement  over  this  village  and  l)attlefield  was  made  by  shells 
uhieh  tore  up  the  earth  and  sent  drifting  smoke-clouds  across 
tin  ruins. 

The  doom  of  Thiepval  is  creeping  closer,  for  our  men  arc 
advancing  slowly  but  surely  around  Mouepiet  Farm,  so  that  it 
will  be  henmied  in.  The  garrison  hiding  in  the  dug-outs 
IkIow  those  broken  buildings  at  which  I  gazed  yest'rday  must 
i.r  in  a  st.ttc  of  dreadful  tipprehelision.  I  should  not  like  to 
li\"e  in  Thiepval. 
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It  is  (piitc  iiii|H)ssibl('  tf)  iindf  rstaiul  tlu'  |)r(>tjr<ss  of  our 
;i(I\aiici'  since  July  1  without  hcini,'  fiiiniliar  with  the  ground 
ov.  r  whicli  this  has  Ik(  n  made  and  the  local  conditions  of  tin 
iijjhtinu'on  our  |>nscnt  front. 

Ii\  ii'V  dispatches  1  have  done  my  Ix  st  to  picture  these  thinifs 
and  ft)  iisial  the  luroisni  of  our  nn  ii  hy  descrihint,',  :ls  realisti- 
callv  as  one  may  without  being  too  brutal  to  one's  n adors, 
the  appalling  (hHieultics  they  have  to  encounter.  Even  now 
many  p< oph  wonder,  I  dare  say,  at  the  various  pauses  in  the 
victorious  progress  of  our  troops,  and  look  forward,  day  by 
day,  to  more  sinashing  blows  and  greater  strides  over  tht 
cnimy's  groiuid. 

To  me  the  won(l(  r  of  this  battle  i^  that  we  should  have  got 
on  so  far  aiid  so  fast.  When  one  has  seen  the  n(  twork  of 
German  trcnclus.  their  great  systinis  of  underground  galleries 
— proof  against  thi-  lieavicst  of  high  txplosivcs — their  machiru- 
gtm  r^■do^ll)^s.  against  which,  if  c\en  only  one  gun  is  lift,  it  i* 
sometimes  dillicult  to  advance,  and  the  power  of  their  artillor\' 
able  to  i)arrage  a  strip  of  ground  which  our  lii-ii  liavc  to  cross, 
it  is  astounding  that  (»ur  soldiers  could  ha\f  forced  the  enemy 
back  from  stronghold  after  stronghold  and  gained  their  way  to 
the  high  positions  of  the  Pozicres  Ridgi'. 

Take  those  nun  of  ours  who  have  won  their  way  through  a 
mazi-  of  treiiclus  in  this  last  bit  of  fighting  between  Poxieres 
and  Thiepval. 

They  had  to  force  their  way  between  macliint-gun  posts  and 
scrami)li  over  ground  which  is  like  a  billowy  sea  of  earth  with 
deep  pits  at  tlie  bottom  of  each  billow,  into  which  many  of 
them  stunililt  d  and  fell.     Not  good  going  for  an  attack  ! 

Th(  n  th(  v  had  to  storm  their  way  down  to  the  enemy's 
nndirground  systim  of  galleries,  where  large  numbers  of  stronii 
and  unwoundici  Germans  were  waiting  with  stores  of  bombs 
and  evtry  kind  of  wtapon. 

It  is  true  that  many  of  these  men  surrender  readily  at  the 
lirst  rusli  of  our  troo|)s,  but  if  those  dug-outs  arc  not  cicartci 
out  at  once,  and  if  our  men  in  their  eagerness  go  on,  it  is 
(piite  likely,   as  it  has   often    happdied  during   the    past   six 
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ks.  th.it  tli<-  nirmv   will  coim-  up  :*ri<l  att.u'k   thnii  from 


\\  ■( 


ihr  rt  !ir. 


From  iiiif  <irtliiN<'  holes  it)  tin-  uround  wliich  sc  tn.<l  a  >im|>U' 
\\<-  (luu'-oiit  til'  re  c-;imc  np.  on  Fridiiy,  as  I  h.ivf  alnuily  said, 

I   saw   tlicin   all    to-ilav.    tall 


s|\      I) 

I',  I  low- 


lliccrs   and   over   l.')()  tikii. 


with    unstained    iiiiil'onus   and    a    w 


11-fMl.    rt.>li,    and 


lialfhv   look. 

One  of  th.'  ollicrs  was  quite  a  niant.  lie  was  w-  irinu'  a 
-S.l  casque  of  the  (i. mian  pattern,  which  is  ver\  much  like  a 
m.,li.cval  helm,  and  he  was  lauu'hini,'  and  j(.kiii<T  witii  his 
l.rMtlier-olIicers  as  he  marched  at  the  head  of  liis  conipatiy. 
If  these  men  had  come  up  hehiiid  Kmjlish  a■^sau;t im,'  parties 
who  had  not  made  sure  of  theduij-outs  lirst  Ih-yeoulrl  have  ptit 
up  a  very  stront.'  liu'ht,  and  with  one  machirie-t,'un  mii,'ht  have 
(lone  yreat  damatre. 

In  their  nndcru'round  trailcriis  they  had  lived  snui,'ly  and  sate, 
-l.rpiui.-  on  sprint;  beds,  n-cliniiii,'  on  upholstered  chairs,  in 
w(  11-furnished  rcM>ms  so  much  like  tlu>se  in  the  upper  world 
tliat  thev  had  even  false  windows  drap.tl  with  lac-'  curtains. 

Our  iiK  11  have  to  lii,'ht  below-ijround  as  well  as  al)ove-i,'rotmd 
i)efore  they  are  in  i)ossession  of  an  enemy  position. 

Ahove-iironiKJ  it  is  not  good  for  a  (]uiek  advance.  Our  tjiins 
have  heen  homixirdiim  so  continuously  that  although  the 
infantrv  depinds  ntterlv  upon  an  effectiv.-  artillery  preparation, 
and  not  in  vain,  the  effect  of  all  this  shell-tire  imiHcies  their 
proirress  when  the  time  comes  to  cross  No  Man's  Land. 

It  is  just  a  series  of  shell-craters  like  a  wide  st retell  of  those 
'Vrous-dedoup"  which  used  to  !)«•  dug  in  the  old  days  of 
V.  fare  behind  the  "glacis."  and  have  been  n  vived  again  in 
this  war.  which  has  adopted  every  device  known  to  lighting 
u;-  II  from  the  time  of  Cain  onwards. 
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When  some  of  the  Australians  *'  wt  nt  over  "  the  oth'-r  nigi\t 
this  was  their  great  cause  of  trouble.  They  rushed  forward 
eagerly,  and  t)efore  they  had  gone  fifty  yanls  most  of  them  had 
fallen  "into  sliell-holcs  deeper  than  their  own  height.  It  was 
pitch-dark,  except  for  the  white  light  of  the  German  (lares 
rising  and  failing,  and  when  they  scramblet!  up  the  shelving 
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sides  of  flu  cruttTs  they  w«  n-  hiack  as  ink  in  this  illimiinatiorj 
and  lionihiy  visihlc  tu  the  (m  rniaii  Ixirnln  rs  aiui  machine- 
jjiiniu  rs.  who  nia(l<  the  most  of  th<ir  opportunity  in  tlic  tinip 
at  ih(  ir  (hs|iiisal. 

I  st«MKl  l)y  a  man  to-day  who,  since  July  1,  has  been  huriod 
iili\e  hy  sh.  Il-I»ursfs  ii|)h(a\in;r  the  earth  ahout  him  no  fewer 
than  six  times. 

He  is  a  younj,'  Australian  ofjict  r.  n«)\v  wounded  in  the  back 
and  l( ;:.  and  he  assund  nu-  thai  he  did  not  mind  this  pnniature 
burial   v<  ry  much. 

'• 'i'hi  n  is  mctstly  a  little  air  to  bnathe — cnouirh  to  kcc|> 
one  L.'oiii<.'  for  a  few  minutes."  he  said.  "  but  of  course  it's 
unpliasant  waiting,'  to  be  (\urt  <Mit,  if  one  has  the  luck.  .Most 
fellows  mind  it  very  much.  Hut  it  don't  affict  me  in  that 
way." 

This  is  not  an  uncommon  expcriiiice.  There  an'  a  lot  of 
ludi  buritd  in  an  ad\anc(  when,  as  the  ollicial  dispatch  says, 
"\\e  madi  ^ood  proLfrtss."  So  th.at  pro;,'ress  is  not  a  soft 
job  for  soldiirs.  Then  the  German  is  b<  >,'innin^'  to  have  a  lot 
of  little  thin«,'s  b(  hind  him,  even  if  he  abandons  a  trt  nch  in  a 
hurry.  This  is  a  nt  w  doilye.  One  invdition  which  has  come 
into  his  fertile  ima<,'ination  is  a  man-trap,  which  he  sets  outside 
his  para|)et  or  insidt  a  shell-hole  on  the  way  to  it.  As  scM)n  as 
one  of  our  soldi(  rs  sets  foot  on  to  it  it  closes  about  his  leg  with 
a  terrific  bite  anil  brinfjs  him  down  like  a  loy. 

Another  little  device  in  devilry  is  the  "tortoise  bomb." 
It  looks  Very  nuich  like  a  tortoise  if  you  happen  to  sec  it — 
which  you  don't,  in  the  dark— and  it  stands  on  four  little  leps. 
They  wa«:glc  a  little',  but  should  it  be  unwarily  touched  it  may 
detonate'  the  bomb  and  ble)w  a  man  to  bits. 

There'  was  se)me  heroic  fi<.'htin<,'  f)n  Friday  aftern(K)n  along 
a  re)ad  which  runs  fre)m  High  Wexxl  to  Delville  WoeKl.  The 
heroes  of  this  fight  were  ordered  to  take  this  road  with  troops 
on  their  left  and  right,  and  in  sj)iti'  of  the  shell-holes  on  the 
vay  and  heavy  machine-gun  fire  swee  [)ing  down  eni  them  they 
took  the  trench  all  right,  going  even  a  little  too  far  in  their 
eagerni'ss. 

Owing  to  casualties  in  olJicers,  the  sergeants  had,  in  some 
cases,  to  carry  on  the  conunand,  and  they  did  so  with  the  calm 
courage  of  old  soldiers.  The-  German  trench,  battered  by  our 
giui-fire,  was  full  of  dead,  and  littered  with  rifles  and  equipment. 
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\  i\  \v  of  tilt  ( fn my  stayed  Jind  toiiyht  to  thr  dtafh.  md  others 
liti  aw.'is .  Tline  wt  re  draL'lle<l  up  out  of  a  «lii!,'-oiif  and  made 
|)riso?iers.  All  l<K)ked  yood,  from  a  li-zlifiii!.:  jMiiiit  t)f  \  iew. 
iti  this  scetion  of  the  tniieh.  and  wouUI  have  Imri  i;o(kJ  if  the 
nil  II  on  the  left  and  ritrht  had  he. n  ahle  to  roine  up.  lint  they 
Win  not  able  to  do  this,  and  presintly  frotn  the  ri;:iit  and  U  ft 
cmte  partit  s  of  German  hond)eiN,  hnrlinj,'  their  yn  iiiuli  s  at  our 
nun.   wIjo  hurled  hark  nntil  every  one   of   their   hondis    was 

</nni-. 

'ri'.(  II  tin  V  f.'rMl)hed  ahout  for  tiermaii  hoinhs,  ami  ii^id  those 
until  they  could  tind  no  more.  It  was  time  to  eseap.  ,  and  the 
u;i\  out  was  through  a  narrow  sap  which  was  also  a  death-traj) 
if  till   enemy  closed  about  it. 

Ihit  the  enemy  did  a  stranj^'e  thinir.  Tliey  came  swarmint,' 
up  on  both  sides,  and  each  side  t<M»k  the  oth'  r  for  Kni;lish 
Mildiers,  and,  in  the  dusk,  bondied  each  otiur  furiously  over 
till  heads  of  our  men,  who  slipped  away,  marvellin;;  at  their 
liuk  in  ilMuck.  They  had  five  prison«rs  when  they  reached 
thrir  own  lines,  for  they  were  joined  by  two  other  men  (in  ad- 
dition to  the  three  from  the  duj;-out),  one  of  whom  was  a 
lii  rman  hero — tired  (»f  furoisni — wt'arinj»  the  Iron  Cross  and 
iiiiother  dtcoration. 

So  the  iighting  pms  on,  and  it  is  the  j;rit  of  our  trt>o|)s,  their 
splendid  obstinacy,  their  refusal  to  be  beaten  by  shell-tire  <»r 
slull-hol(s,  by  niachine-j^uns  or  tortoise  bond)s,  by  poison-jjas 
(tr  tear-shells,  by  Germans  above-<?round  or  under^Tound,  or 
droppin<r  hifjh  explosives  from  the  sky — "  the  whole  blinkinj,' 
I)a<;  of  tricks,"  as  they  would  call  it,  which  keeps  them  aoiun 
always  a  little  bit  farther. 

I'nless  one  knows  the  cost  of  victory  one  cantiot  tell  the 
irreatness  of  the  victors. 


n 


u 

At'GIST    2*^ 

We  are  <,'ettin£j  a  stronger  prip  uj)on  the  ridge  fre)m  Pe)/ieres 
to  High  Weimi.  Last  night  the  Australians  gaintHl  a  little-  more 
ground,  so  that  they  have  pushed  out  a  line  to  the  north-east 
of  Mouejuet  Farm,  and  the  Scejttish  troops  to  their  right  have 
gained  anoth  r  hundred  yards  of  that  famous  switchdine  into 
Avhich  I  took  a  walk  the  day    before   yesterday  to   see   how 
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<  rniliv's     liist      li(|i-      (if     <|(  fcllC        nil      the      WflV      t<» 


Wr     ll,  111     fll 

Marl  iii|)iii«li.  , 

'11  ic  s\s  ilrli-Iiiii  (  Nisi-,  only  iis  ;i  ii.irMc.  Mild  in  n  .ilitv  is  ni'f  liiri',» 
liiif  a  s.  ril  s  of  sih  ||-crat<  is  in  wliicli  mir  tnrti  ha\r  to  t,''  t  what 
c'o\  I  r  f  Ih  \  ran.  at  tiT«'liasin'_'oiif  t  Iw  (ii  riiian-'.  h(  fori'  ili^'i^inijand 
stn  iiL't  li<  iiini?  an  i  ff< cf  i\  ••  triiicli. 

K'll  it  i-  111'  |io'>i»iiii!  that  counts.  I'lid  d'  wr  can  hold  it.  as  I 
am  now  f<  I'tain  wr  shall,  it  puts  tlii  i  ni  ni\'  at  a  tfi'i  at  disadvan- 
tatX"'.  '^r  \'.  hicli  our  <_Min-,  arc  already  rnakini,'  a  lull  and  ti  rrihjr 
nsc.  'I'lii  (I'liii'. '^  endeavours  to  counter-attack  he  rnadr 
two  la-t  !  i'.'nt  ha\"e  hroken  down  und'  r  our  lire  with  irreuf 
l)loo(iv||.  d.  and  now  it  is  not  in  the  hast  likely  that  he  will 
siu'ciid  in  wristini,'  hack  I'rom  iis  an\  ol'liie  hit'h  i,'round. 

'I  he-  importance  of  the  position  is,  ot'  coiirse.  enfiri  Iv  one  oi' 
<)I)S(  r\  at  ion,  apart  I'roni  the  tactical  importance  of  ha\  iny  dri\  <  ii 
the  ell'  rny  on  to  L'round  Ixyond  his  Jirst  and  second  systems 
of  t  ii  IK  h(  s  iind  <lui,'-oiits.  so  that  he  can  '_'•  f  no  str<»n'4  cover 
until  lie  relin  s  to  a  considerable  «listane''. 

It  nives  ns  \  anta'je-poinls  from  which  sve  can  olis^rve  his 
niov(  nients  down  the  slope,  rake  hini  with  rille  and  nia(  hint- 
f,'iiri  tin  if"  he  s(  nds  out  W()rkiri<r  parties,  and  turn  the  j.'uns  on 
to  him  with  dinct  observation  of  results. 

One  of  tin  inunediate  effects  of  heini,'  on  the  Po/ieres  Ilid^i' 
was  seen  yesterday,  when  onr  arlilhrx  reyi^ti  red  s(,methini,' 
lik<'  tw(  >ity-ti\(  direct  hits  upon  sonn  of  th(  (  nviny's  batteries, 
lie  hail  ;i  ;:ri  at  concentration  of  "juns. 

Acting'  in  connexion  with  onr  aviators,  who  arc  always 
obs(  r\  ini.'  IVoni  hicli  plac(  s,  our  ;,'unners  are  piini^hiii!,'  the  enemy 
in  a  \ery  I'riL'litfnl  way,  and  the  L'r'iund  .above  Thicpval  and 
ConrciKtti.  into  wliicli  I  looked  for  the  lirst  time  at  close 
rail'.,"'  I'ro'u  th-'  sw  itcli-tn  nch.  and  Maitinpuieh.  and  the  barren 
firound  to  tile  rii,dit  of  it.  is  swi  pt  by  <Mir  slie||.|ire. 

A  \(  ry  r>  alistie  and  trai,fic  picture  of  what  is  happenini,'  rlown 
tluTi  biMnid  the  hitrh  rid'^e  is  L'i\en  in  a  letter  written  on 
Anixnst  1(1  by  .i  (iermaii  ollicer  of  the  l.'WrtI  Infantry  l{e<,'i- 
nient  : 

"  The  rdii  f  yest(  rday."  lie  wrote.  '"  is  incredible.  The 
route  tak(  n-  Liijiiy-  Warleneourt  I'vs— Conrei  lette — -on  the 
wav  to  the  tniiciies  was  V(  rv  daiiLTeroiis.  DiiriiiL'  the  first 
part  the  thumler  of  the  f,'nns  was  very  disa^rreeablc,  and  the 
sieond  part  was  very  unsafe.      Heavy  shells  fell  right  and  left 
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fli.-    roii.i.       Mi.untrd    fr.H.ps.   ^ar^.    li.  lil-kitcliMis.    infimtry 

fill    ,  ii\i  |ii|)(<l    ill    ;m    niil><  IK  trull!'' 


»|<'  I'll'    rrourliiii'^ 


11   (iiluinn    <>r   ri'iitr.    were 
cliiiiil  i>r  tliist. 

••  Tlic  last   >tai,'<    cniisisfrd  of  triMips  in  sin,'! 
,,,,   th.    sl..|"-   '"""•'    ""    '•"••^•'-    ^^'"'   ^'""^  hiirstii.i:  (.\.rh.a(l. 
(  !,  M-    t<.    (.oiimlrtf.    a  inrsNau'c  arriv.d  :    "  Kn  •mv   liritiy  u'.i^- 
sIm  lis.  on  with  y.Mir  -.ms-Ih  linrts.'     It  app.arr.i  to  !..■  an  .rn.r. 

I  roin  (ourcl'tN    \ r  poNition  in  tlir  liii--  vv  r.li-\..l  acro>s 

tlu   op.n.      U  the  .M.iny  iia<l  «.nly  iioIkt.I  that,  uliat  a  tart.'.t 

j.r    \Volli<l    IlilS  <      llil'l   I 

••  Our  poMiion  was  of  courM-  «piitc  diff'  n  i.t  to  what  we  hml 
1,  ,  II  toict.  Our  (•i>iiipany  alon<-  r.litv.d  a  whole  l.attahot,. 
\\i  had  br.ii  told  w.  vi-n-  to  n  h.Vf  a  conipaiiy  of  titty  nun 
-wiik.i.'d  l.v  ••i'Miaiti.^.  'I'lir  ni.n  we  nlicvr.l  had  no  id. a 
a!i.  r.'  iUr  (II.  inv  was,  h.)w  far  off  h.-  was.  or  if  any  of  onr  tr.M.p^ 
u  rr  in  front  oi"  us.  \NV  yot  no  id.  a  "f  omt  snpp..M-d  position 
until  ()  o"clo<-k  this  evening. 

"To-ni^ht  I  am  taking'  my  plat(K.n  out  to  form  a  rov<  nni,' 
party.     M^  nu  n  and  I  an-  t<.  he  in  sin  ll-hoh  s  in  part  of  an  old 
d.molish.d  tr.  iich  of  ours.     Th.-  KiiLfhsh  an    K«»  m.tr.s  away. 
The  Windmill  is  ov.r  th.-  hill.     Th.-  hnn.lr.ds  ..f  .l.ad  ho<lics 
niak«-  the  air  t.  rril.lc  and  th.n-  arc  lli.s  in  th.>iisaiids.     .\hout 
:!(»(»  imtivs  from   us  is  a  d.s.rt.  .1  artill.  ry  positi..n.     \V.- shall 
havf  t<.  l(M.k  to  it  to-niL'ht  not  to  .j.t  tak<  n  prison,  rs  by  th.- 
Kiu'lish.     We  have  no  dny-onts.     \VV  flij,'  a  hole-  in  th.-  sidr  ol 
;i  s"iuU-hoU-  and  li.-  iind  grt  rh.-umatism.     \Vi-  irrt  nothim,'  to 
.at  or  drink.  .  .  .  The  ccas.lrss  roar  of  tlu-  L'uns  is  driving'  ns 
mad.     Many  of  the  nu-n  an-  knocked  up.     'I'h.    c-ompany  voin- 
niand.  r  thinks  w.-  wrn-  hnathiii";  «as  ycst.-rday.  whit-h  slowly 
d.  conijwscs  the  bl..o<l.  and    this  is  an  (-ml  of  om-.     What   a 
varivtv  of  wavs  one  can  lose  om-"s  life  in   this   plaCi-  !   ...  It 
i^  LMttiny  liyht.     I  iimst  start  on  my  way  back  t.)  thi-  tront- 
lin.-  tri-nch(-s."' 

From  anotlu-r  man  in  th.- 3rd  Battalion  of  th.  ll'tth  U.  izimcnt 
there  is  a  l.tt.r  which  pays  a   doleful   tribute  to   our   llymj,' 

nun  : 

'•  I  am  on  s.ntr  v  dtitv.  and  it  is  a  v.  ry  hard  job,  for  I  dare 
not  move.  OverhVad  are  the  Kn«lish  airm.  n  and  in  front  of 
u.  the  Kii-li.h  uhsei'N<r.  with  t.l=-^con.-H,  and  as  soon  as  th.y 
p.rceive  anvthitiL',  then  twenty-four  '  ciirars  '  arrive  at  once, 
and  larger  than  one  cares  to  sec— you  uiult-rstand  what  I  mean. 
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Tlic    roiinlry    round    me    iooks   friLrhfful 
•>i  loiijriiiy  lo  both  sides  lie  aioiiiid." 

TIk  sr  |(  Iters  f,'ive  the  other  -idc   of  the  picture  s  whicli  I  have 
b(en  deseribiDjr.     Tliey  show  what  (krruan  life  is  lik<-  below 


the  r 


o/iert  s 


Uidge 


We  are  drawing,'  very  dose  to  Thiepval,  and  standing  yester- 
day on  the  liij:!)  jrronnd  t<.  the  ri-^'lit  of  .'he  Windtniil  by  Po/.ieres, 
witliin  ")(»()  yards  of  Marlinpuieh,  I  could  sic  how  near  our  lines 
have  been  pushed  to  both  these  placi  s.  Thiepval  I  have 
s((ti  s(\eral  times  from  the  western  side,  l>ut  yesterday  I 
stcjod  to  the  south-east  of  it  looking,'  straij,'ht  across  "the 
(•(nut try  of  Poziens  to  the  Ion;;  line  of  branchless  trees 
and  broken  roofs  where  the  German  garrison  awaits  its  certain 
doom. 

That  doom  crept  a  little  nearer  last  (\cnin<,'  when  some  of 
our  l'nj.'iish  troops  l<ft  their  trenches  south  of  the  Leipzijr 
Hedoubt.  which  was  already  in  our  hands,  and  followinir  in 
the  waki  of  a  terrific  bondiardment  on  a  sliort  line  of  the  er-  tny's 
position  took  that  section  (pnckly  by  assault.  I  saw  the  steady 
bombardment  of  the  j,'round  hereabouts,  which  was  contimious 
throu^xhout  the  afternoon,  but,  by  bad  luck,  havin<j  ;,'one 
to  another  part  of  the  line,  did  not  stc  the  attack  which 
followed. 

It  was  a  hif/hly  or^'ani/ed  and  j^rim  })it  of  work,  very  quickly 
done  and  with  few  casualties  on  our  side.  As  soon  as  the  yun's 
had  lifted,  after  concentrated  fire  which  te»re  up  the  f,'round 
and  maele  an  utter  chaos  e>f  the  German  line  of  trench,  our 
men  fe)lle>wed.  'J'hey  went  over  in  twe)  waves,  at  as  rapiel  a  . 
pace  as  ])e)ssible  over  the  tumbled  ^'re)unel.  Then  they  went 
thro\if:h  the'  bre)keii  strands  e)f  barbed  wire-,  and  by  men  watchinjr 
the  in  from  a  little  distance  were  seen  tei  drop  down  into  the 
enemy's  tre  iie-h. 

After  a  little  while— less  than  a  minute— the  result  of  the 
attack  was  seen  by  a  number  of  German  se)leliers  ceiminp  emt 
eif  the  shell-craters  with  their  hanels  up.  A  little  late r  a  lar<re 
irroup  of  soldie  rs  ran  e»ut  anel  tried  te)  escape.  They  ran  as 
thou^lh  the  devil  Avere  Ix  hinel  them,  but  there-  was  a  devilish 
fate  in  front  of  them,  lor  they  plun<red  strai<,dit  inte)  a  heavy 
lire  from  our  guns,  and  disappeareel. 

In  less  than  a  ejuarter  of  an  hour  the  fipht  was  over  and  men 
came  plodding  back  along  the  way  for  "  walking  we)undcd," 
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,iiid  the  Hid  Cross  fla>»  could  bf  scrri  t)\(r  tin  re  in  thi-  liyht  of 
tin-  stttir)<»  sun. 

The  ( IK  my  must  have  sMffcrcd  luavily.  Our  },'uns  c;iui;ht 
tlnui  (luri..ir  :i  nlicf,  which  nicnns  that  thi  re  was  a  <K)ul)l'- 
piir'sdu,  rrsultiiij;  in  :i  douhli-  ihuuIht  of  killed,  woii'idetl,  and 
I  ristiners.  Worse  still  for  tlu  ni.  it  si-enis  likely  that  on  their 
way  up  to  the  lines  many  of  them  were  cautjht  irt  the  heavy 
harrairc  we  had  for  some  time  been  llinu'inj^  aem-is  their 
rmite. 

Anion},'  the  200  prisoners  taken  thtre  is  an  ex-waiter  of  the 
Savoy  llot<  1,  who  says  that  he  is  thorou<fhly  sick  of  tlu-  war, 
likr  most  of  his  comrades,  and  that  Virdun,  from  which  h'- 
has  just  come,  is  a  heaven  compared  to  the  battlefields  of 
I'irardy. 

Some  time  after  our  assault  German  troops  were  obs«rved  to 
li<  massin*^  for  a  counter-attack  behind  the  captured  position, 
hut  these  were  immediately  dispersed  by  our  artillery,  and  no 
attack  took  place  throughout  last  nij,'ht. 

Till'  result  of  the  operation  is  that  we  now  hold  a  line  straii,'ht 
alii)\  (■  the  Leipzig  salient  and  striking,'  across  to  our  trenclu  s 
y>Mth  of  Mouquet  Farm,  where  the  Australians  made  an  attack 
vr^terday  to  push  farther  forward  towards  Thicpval. 
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The  successful  advance  south  of  the  Leipzifj  Redoubt  w.is 
i!ii(  mainly  to  the  jjallant  work  of  some  Territorial  trooj)s  wh») 
attacked  a  maze  of  German  trenches  on  Friday  cvi-nintj  last. 
carried  them  by  assault,  and  linked  up  with  the  ridoubt  itself, 
already  in  our  hands  immecliately  below  Thicpval,  {getting 
a  closer  grip  at  the  throat  of  the  garrison  there. 

I  have  already  told  how  the  men  captured  the  great  dug-out 
and  took  nearly  600  prisoners.  They  were  men  of  the  lloya! 
\\arwicks,  who  did  that  great  achievement  with  extraordinarily 
slight  loss  to  themselves.  One  of  the  most  thrilling  episodes 
of  the  attack  was  when  they  were  held  up  on  the  right  by  a 
(ii  rman  strong  point,  from  which  came  a  stream  of  machine- 
u'un  lire.  The  men  lay  down  in  front  of  it,  atiil  held  on  until 
our  own  Liwis  guns  could  git  to  work.  Four  times  a  messug'' 
eauie  over  the  telephone  asking  whether  the  "  heavies  "  should 
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she  11  the  i)l;icf.  bill  thr  colonel  was  afraid  that  his  men  would 
l)(  hit,  and  n  rus<(l  tin-  offer  tach  time.  Then  suddenly,  when 
it  seemed  impossible  to  stop  that  deadly  s(^uirl  of  bullets, 
tlur  German  machine-gun  ceased  lire  and  a  white  Hay  fluttered 

up. 

The  colonel  of  the  Warwicks  expected  to  stc  twenty  men 
come  out  of  that  l)()mb-pr(K)f  hidinL,'-}jlaee.  To  his  amaze- 
ment lh(  n  enur<,'ed  six  ollicers,  and— not  \'A)  men  (as  I  think 
I  said  in  my  last  dispatch)  but  '2-t*2  unwonnded  (iermans  and 
six  "  stn  teller  cas(  s."  There  were  many  acts  of  jireat  individual 
j,'allantry  anioni;  the  Warwicks,  and  all  wne  si)lendid  under  the 
iine  lead<rship  of  their  ollicers.  Oii<  ser-,'eant  jumped  on  to 
the  parados  of  a  (ierman  trench  and  ke|)t  a  maehine-<run  team 
away  from  their  weapon  until  our  bombiiiL'  i)arty  could  arrive, 
tiierel)V  sa\  in^f  the  lives  of  many  Warwickshire  latls  and  helping 
to  secure-  vieloiy. 

Further  alon^  tlu'  trench  a  company  oflicer,  held  up  at  a 
"  bomb-stop  ■■  or  barricade,  called  for  a  rille  and  fired  repeatedly 
with  a  cool  aim  at  tlie  German  niaehin« -gunners  on  the  other 
side,  with  two  nur.  by  him.  who  kept  relilliii>:  his  magazine,  and 
bejmbers  behind  him  hurlinjr  gre  nades  e)\<  r  his  shoulders. 


IG 

Many  of  tlu'  Germans  defended  themselves  stul)bornly, 
to  the  death.  A  sentry  standing  outsieie  one  e)f  the  dug-outs 
saw  our  mm  ajjpreiaching,  and,  turning  epiickly,  shouted 
de)wn  the'  wore!  "  England  !  "  te)  his  comrades  below.  One 
of  the  Warwieks  who  was  closest  to  him  hurled  his  last  bomb 
at  him,  anel  then,  seizing  the  man's  rille.  sprang  on  to  the 
|)arai)et  ready  to  she)ot  the  enemy  as  they  came  up.  They 
canu'  up  in  a  swarm,  with  bombs,  and  the  re-  was  a  great  conflict 
which  elide  d  only  when  the-  last  German  was  dead. 

In  eine  dug-out  there  was,  in  the  mielst  e)f  all  this  horror,  a 
comic  episexle,  like-  that  of  a  clown  in  tragedy.  \  curtain 
divided  the  tliig-out,  and  u  Warwie-kshire  man  thrust  his 
bayonet  thre)ugh  it.  Siulelenly  the-  curtain  was  drawn  on  one 
side  and  a  German  soldier,  yawning  loudly  and  rubbing  his 
eyes  with  the  knuckles  of  one  hand,  ste)oel  the-re,  as  though 
to  say  "  What's  up  ?  "     lie  had  slept  heavily  through  the 
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lioiiibanliiuiit  and  jittiu-k,  Jiiul  now  whtii  hi-  saw  the  tiiij,'lisli 
M.ldicrs  laciiif,'  him,  hchevrd  hv  was  drramiii},'. 

So  thf  Warwu  ks  took  UM)  yards  of  trenches  alonp  a  front 
nt  (i(M)  yards  and  thnist  the  wcdm-  dostr  to  Thicpval. 
M.anv.hik-.  in  the  centre  of  our  hne  of  attack.  Knyhsh  and 
Sent',  and  Aiist/uHan  troops  had  iK-en  fiuhtinj^  for  the  German 
-suitch-line  biyond  Ha/.t  iitin-h-Petit,  the  newly  diicr  trench 
wliieli  the  enem>  had  inadi  f.  verishly  to  defend  the  hitih  rid<,'e 
;il)(>ve  Pozieres.  but  co<il(l  not  liold.  They  wen-  Scottish  tnKjps 
who  took  the  treneli  opposite  Martinpuich,  so  jraininif  at  least 
part  of  the  ground  for  whicli  we  have  striven  sitice  J".ly  1. 


Il  is  not  lon<;  ayo,  as  the  calendar  counts  time,  thouixh  a 
lift  time  a<fo  for  many  thousands  of  men  who  have  fou<;ht  alonj,' 
til.  road  to  Martinpuich.  since  that  villaj;e  with  a  queer  name 
^t ,  iiud  as  unattainable  as  any  dream-city.  No  man  of  ours, 
(Xeept  our  llyiii!,'  nun,  had  ever  seiri  it,  for  it  lies  just  beh)W 
th  •  Pozieres  Rid^e.  and  beftm-  the  battle  opened  on  .luly  1  the 
iiil<.'e  itself  was  a  hijxh  and  distant  barrier  defended  all  the  way 
'holds  like  Fricourt  and  Majuetz  and  Contal- 


i)y  j^'reat  stron: 

iiiaison,  and  by  all  those  wochIs  which  could  be  captund,  as 

(MTV  soldier  knew,  only  by  desperate  fiyhtin^. 

Now,  after  the  ^u-eatest  battle  in  liritish  history — a  series  of 
l^iltles,  rath<r.  in  one  <,'reat  and  contiinious  attack—  ue  have 
L'ained  that  rid<:e  above  Pozieres  and  the  Winduiill,  and, 
piishiiifr  up  to  this  German  switch-line,  look  down  the  slopes 
Inyond. 

There,  oidy  500  yards  away  across  No  Man's  Land,  lies 
Martinjniich.  as  I  saw  it  myself  to-day  from  our  front-line 
tniieh,  surprised  that  one  could  see  so  close  into  its  ruins. 
To  my  1'  ft  a,  I  stood  out  in  the  open,  above  the  tnnches,  was 
th"  Windmill  for  which  the  Australians  have  fought — the 
(oiiical  base  of  it  beiny  all  that  is  left  aSa  memorial  of  the 
liiToism  that  iraiued  this  ground,  and  behind  wa>  Pozieres.  the 
dtsolate,  shell-swept  ruin  which  is  linked  also,  ft)r  ever,  with 
the  nieniory  of  those  boys  from  the  Overseas  Dominion  who 
1,'ave  a  treasure  of  life  tf)  taki-  it. 

The  way  to  Martinpuich  is  tndy  "  The  Stiect  of  Adventure  " 
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for  liiiiKlrcfls  of  thoiisiiiids  of  our  ni<  ii  who  have  foiit'lit  their 
Uiiy  over  the  <,'roim(l  about  it  since  that  tirst  day  of  .Inly  wlijch 
was  the  Ixyiniiidi.'  of  th'-  isrvni  adventure. 

Whin  I  went  up  it  to-day,  fartlier  than  I  }i;ivc  ever  been 
before,  and  lo  our  last  post  upon  it.  I  passed  ail  th(  plac(  s  which 
will  !nai<<'  chapter-headinj/s  in  any  history  of  tlie  war-  the 
scciK  s  of  all  the  bi<^  battles  and  of  all  the  little  des|)<"ratc 
conilicts  wiiich  have  b<  <  ri  fouL'lit  alonji  this  wini,'  from  ditch  to 
ditch,  in  »  \  (  rv  tiny  copse,  in  ev(  rv  bit  of  broken  v.dodhuui. 
It  is  a  road  of  immortality.  .Mas.  also  of  i,'rtat  (hath,  as  one 
sees  all  al(Hitr  the  way  past  l-'ricourt  and  Contalmaison  over 
uronnd  dotted  with  new-made  ^'ra\t>.  wIk  re  white  wooden 
crosses  stick  lip  above  the  mounds  of  earth,  everywlurc, 
amidst  the  torn  tree-stumps,  and  very  neat  between  the 
n|)li(aval  of  these  fields  llunj;  into  chaos  liy  t,Min-lirc.  and 
(•Insterin;;  thickly  al)out  piles  of  broken  brickwork  which  are 
still  called  by  their  old  villaye-names. 

Many  of  those  f,'raves  arc  the-  si/e  of  one  man's  bed.  bnt 
othe  rs  .are-  broad  tnonnds  into  whicli  many  bodies  have  l)een 
laid,  with  taller  crosses,  te)  the  reineinbranci  of  all  of  them,  such 

as  that  "  Te)  the  memory  of  the-  N.C.O.'s  and  mt  n  of  the 

Horele  r  Reffiment  who  fell  in  action  at  this  spot  on  the  1st  of 
July  lOHi."'  Many  of  tliein  arc  te)  unknown  Hritish  soldiers 
who  could  not  be'  identified,  but  whose-  names  arc  «)n  the  long 
roll-call  of  honour. 
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On  the  ro:id  te)  Martinpuich  we  passed  up  by  Lonely  Copse 
— just  a  few  "  strafed  "  trees— atul  by  Lozen<,'e'  AVood  and  the 
Din^'le,  and  Rirch  Tree  We)e>d  and  Pe  ake  Wood,  antl  Acid  Drop 
Copse.  Do  ye)u  reniemJxr  the  names  ?  Men  fought  ferociously 
te»  {Tit  the  se-  places,  our  artilU  TV  reijiste  red  on  them,  and  I  saw 
them  in  the'  first  days  of  July  under  tenipe  sts  of  shell-fire.  Now 
they  can  be'  found  only  by  a  few  charred  sticks,  a  few  l)lack 
jxibbets,  standin*^  above  heaps  of  ashes  and  the  bones  and  dust 
of  nie  n. 

CeMitalmaison,  the;  capital  of  the'  woodlands,  is  on  hij^her 
f^round,  and  is  still  the  tarfjct  of  German  bombardments,  as  it 
was  our  tarfjit  when  I  saw  it  first.  Most  of  its  red-brick 
ch&teau  was  standinf»  whe  n  I  looked  into  its  windows  one  day 
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from  an  iirtilltr>'  O.P.  nnd  saw  oiic  of  its  towers  shot  iiwuy 
l>y  one  of  our  15-inch  shtlls,  as  cleanly  as  one  corld  cut  a  slice 
out  of  a  cake.  Now  all  that  is  left  of  the  ch&teau  is  a  bnAen 
Willi  or  two,  rose-coloured  except  when>  the  bricks  are  l)laeken<d 
1)\  fire,  standing  in  the  tnidst  of  great  shell-craters  and  solid 
wiivcs  of  earth  and  ash-colourcd  tree-tnniks  all  hurled  al)out. 

A  devilish  place  is  Contalniaison  now,  and  when  I  walked 
tlirough  it  yestc  rda.v  the  foul  horror  of  it  reeked  atmut  nie.  In 
the  niyht  the  Germans  had  llunp  thousands  of  pas-she!ls  into 
it.  and  the  stench  was  still  prowling  about,  stealing  out  of 
crannies  and  shell-holes  with  faint,  sickly  whiffs  as  though  from 
rotten  eggs.  .And  the  smell  of  corruption  came  up  from  all 
the  litter  of  battle  lying  there.  ... 

We  went  beyond  Contalmaison.  and  were  glad  to  leave  it, 
for  the  enemy's  shells  were  bursting  over  it,  and  round  by 
H.T/.entin-le-Petit  Wood,  thinned  out  by  successive  storms  of 
sh(  ll-lire  to  the  mere  ghost  of  a  wo«k1,  with  th<-  light  striking 
tlin.ugh  its  leprous-looking  trunks,  where  many  unburied  d«ad 
lie  among  the  broken  trenches.  The  ground  rose  gradually 
past  Contalmaison  Villa,  which  stood  far  beyond  the  village 
itself,  as  the  country  house  of  some  French  gentleman  who 
will  never  see  it  again  except  in  dust  and  ashes,  and  here  we 
\v(  re  out  in  the  ctlitre  of  the  battle-ground,  where  our  men  arc 
now  fighting  between  the  windmill  of  Pozieres  and  High  Wootl, 
on  the  farthest  line  of  our  advance. 

The  battle  was  going  on,  as  it  goes  on  all  through  the  days 
and  nights,  with  never-ceasing  gun-fire.  The  infernal  tumult 
of  it  was  all  aroimd  us,  and  death  was  everywhere  for  any  man 
whose  luck  had  run  out.  Lord  God  in  heaven  !  If  a  man  had 
any  kind  of  prayer  in  his  soul,  or  any  special  form  of  curse  for 
those  who  made  this  war,  his  lips  should  mutter  it  in  a  place 
like  this. 
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It  was  into  the  famous  switch-trench  which  has  been  the 
goal  of  great  endeavour  since  Jidy  14,  when  our  troops  broke 
the  German  second  line,  that  we  went  through  other  trenches 
after  the  long  walk  in  the  open,  and  looked  at  last  into  Martin- 
I»uich,  just  below  the  high  ridge.  Merely  to  see  it  was  the 
supreme  proof  of  the  greatest  achievement  in  arms  ever  done 
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by  IJritish  solditr.v  To  «(t  as  fur  as  this,  to  capture  the  high 
Ifroniiil  wlurt  m  now  sto<Kl,  hihiiui  turth  and  saiidbajjs. 
l(»okin),'  down  into  tlu'  valky  btyond,  <»ir  nun  hav«-  stornK-d 
many  str<,n>,diol<ls,  fought  throuj^h  all  thf  ghustlv  wo<Hllands 
from  FriccMirt  and  liazcntin  and  High  WochI.  ancl  many  have 
falli  II  ail  along  i\\v  road  to  Martinpnich. 

Thr  \  illag*  itstlf  is  just  likt-  any  of  all  thosr  ruins  which  have 
Ix  ( II  sniash(  (I  to  hits  in  this  |M>or  France.  There  was  no  sigti 
of  human  life  there  among  the  broken  buildings.  Hut  there 
was  human  lif« ,  though  I  could  not  see  it,  in  the  r>m  yards  of 
No  Mans  Land  betwicn  our  first  line  and  tlie  village. 

In  th(  de(  |)  sh(  II -craters  h(  re,  as  thick  as  holes  in  a  sieve, 
there  an  still  some  CJi  rniun  soldiers  living.  Th<y  have  no  kind 
of  tniich,  for  there  is  ncjthing  but  opt  n  ground  before  us  for 
HKK)  yanis,  now  that  we  ha\  e  takf  ii  the  Ci*  rman  switch-line, 
but  in  tlu  st  holt  s  tht  y  hide  themselves  at  night  and  snipe  our 
UK  11  by  day.  They  are  fellows  who  have  been  sent  out  to 
hold  the  grouiul  as  much  as  possible  before  they  are  dead  or 
captur«<l,  and  tluir  ofliecrs  n<  vtr  expect  to  see  them  again. 
When  our  guns  barrage  this  stretch  of  barren  land  th'y  can 
be  sun  hopping  from  t)ne  shell-hole  to  another,  and  it  is  then 
tli(  turn  of  our  snipers.  They  brought  down  thirtv-fivc  the 
lirst  day,  after  taking  the  switch-line,  and  about  as  inanv  two 
days  ago. 

More  valuable  than  a  G(  rman  prisoner— for  what's  the  value 
m  this  war  of  one  mans  life  ?— was  the  German  machine-gun 
brought  in  a  da>'  or  two  ago  from  the  ground  outside  Martin- 
piKch,  where  it  lay  half  buried,  but  so  undamaged  that  it  is 
Jiow  used  against  the  enemy  with  his  own  cartridge-belts. 
Other  (pieer  things  have  been  brought  back.  Two  days  after 
the  capture  of  the  switch-line  our  soldiers  saw  two  men  waving 
out  tlu  re  ill  No  Man^s  Land,  and  getting  their  glasses  on  to 
them  saw  that  they  were  wounded  Englishmen.  A  j)artv  of 
Scots  crawlid  out  and  brought  them  in,  as  during  the  same  "day 
they  hail  carried  back  a  number  e)f  German  wounded  lying 
abe)ut  in  the  shell-holes  close  to  our  own  line. 

The  real  wontle  r  of  our  men  is  only  to  be  seen  in  such  places 
as  this.  On  these  battlefields,  under  heavy  shell-fire,  they  were 
wejrking  as  calmly  as  though  they  were  building  sand-castles 
on  the  English  seasi<le.  Behind  them  lay  many  of  their 
dead. 
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I  could  track  n.y  way  buck  by  the  blcnxl  that  splashed  the 
wills  «)f  the  trcHchcH  to  the  place  where  a  mrdical  ofRthT 
piitchcs  up  the  bodies  of  broken  men  in  a  hole  in  the  ground. 

90 

The  Rrotind  ovc  which  I  walked  with  a  young  Scottish 
„,V,ptr— who  has  no  emotion  at  all  about  such  things  because 
siiiec  he  went  first  into  Loos  he  has  livctl  cheek  by  jowl  with 
,i,.ath  so  that  any  fear  he  may  have  had  is  killed  by  habit -was 
nothing  but  one  great  stretch  of  shcU-craters.  There  was  not 
„iK-  yard  of  ground  into  which  a  sheP,  had  not  fallen,  over 
thousands  of  yards.  Some  of  them  were  small  shells  makmg 
small  craters,  others  were  heavy  shells  which  had  made  enormous 
pits  and  the  rim  of  one  crater  met  the  rim  of  another,  «>r 
min'.'led.  And,  as  we  walked,  the  sky  above  our  heads  was 
lllhd  with  shells  continuing  this  work,  flinging  up  the  earth 
again  into  new  hills  and  hollows. 

From  uiir  own  batteries  far  away  behind  t»s  there  came  a 
st(udy  bombardment  of  the  Gemmn  ground  just  beyond  us, 
and  the  shells  passed  overhead  with  that  indescribable  sound 
which  is  half  a  scream  and  half  a  sigh,  enormous  in  the  volurr- 
of  its  noise.     But  those   sounds  were  comforting  compa. 
with  others  which  were  coming  overhead.    Th!»y  were  conrin. 
from  the  enemy's  side  with  a  savage  overwhelming  roar,  which 
nulcd  in  a  rending  explosion.  ^^ 

"  Eight-inch,"  said  the  young  Scot  by  my  side.        Heavy 

st"f^"  ,     .    ..  u         • 

It  is  surprising  what  effect  an  eight-inch  shell  can  have  in 

tin-  way  of  unheaval.  But  one's  sensation  is  not  that  of 
surprise  when  fiftv  yards  away,  or  less,  a  mass  of  fuld  is  suddenly 
lifted  skyward  and  a  smoke-cloud  as  Iar{:e  as  a  cathedral 
stands  there  strangelv  solid  in  the  wind.  The  whole  field  of 
l.attle  about  us  was  vomiting  up  these  things,  and  it  was 
damnable. 
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I  HAVK  iK.t  l).<n  across  to  the  ciuiny's  sh\v  of  tht-  line  (ixm.t 
when  It  has  l.,.i,  |,r..krn  hy  oiir  kmiis  and  riKti),  mid  I  have  no 
int.nt.on  of  f„||„vvinir  the  ,xampk-  o(  a  fr  ,  ,hI  of  ,uiiio  who 
(Ichhirat.ly  tri.,1  to  t'tt  arross  to  th.in  in  s.  arch  of  ir.forma- 
tion.  Hut  now  and  a«ain  it  is  possihl,-  to  yet  a  mental  jjlinips, 
ot  Jiow  the  .11.  M.y  hvcs  and  works  and  thinks  In  hind  the  barbi.i 
wire  and  th.-  ditches  and  the  nmchine-f,Min  ndo.dits  which  niaki 
np  his  defensive  system. 

I  mean  thi'  (nemy's  htfhtiriff  men,  and  not  all  those  pcopl. 
in  Girniany  who  starve  on  false  promises  and  ^row  sick  with 
hope  delVrnd,  and  count  up  the  number  of  their  dead,  and 
still  say,  with  u  resolute  pride,  "At  least-wc  cannot  h,- 
beaten. 

From  talks  with  prisoners,  and  explorations  of  German 
duf,'-outs,  ar.d  the  nadinp  of  captured  documents,  and  nmnv 
days  sp(  nt  (before  the  battles  of  the  Somme)  in  our  own  trenchA 
from  which  through  a  loophole  or  a  tuft  of  prass  I  have  looked 
over  to  the  German  lines  and  seen,  not  often,  but  several 
times,  German  soldiers  movinjr  about  in  working  parties,  and 
German  infantry  marching  down  a  hill-side  over  2000  yards 
away,  I  have  l)een  able  to  conjure  up  a  fair  answer  to  (piestions 
which  hax  e  often  come  into  my  head  :  "  What  are  the  fellows 
doing  ov(  r  the  way  ?  What  are  they  thinking  about  and  talking 
about  ?  What  does  it  kx)k  like  behind  their  lines?  And  how 
do  their  methods  and  their  '  moral '  differ  from  our  own  ?  " 

Since  the  beginning  of  our  attack  on  July  1  I  have  pained 
some  later  information  about  those  things,  and  it  .seems  to  me 
interesting  tj  put  down  a  few  of  the  facts,  so  that  people  at 


!\,^slkl^> 


THE  GERMAN  SIDE  OF  THE  SOMME   1«»7 

lioiur  nuiy  know  mori-  ftlioiit  the  tiuiny  than  thty  sctni  to 

k:ioW. 


There  is  no  doiiht  at  all  that  as  a  fi«?»tint{  man  the  (;«nnii!i 
k  lows  his  hiiMiios  thoroughly,  and  ixrfornis  it  with  i?r<  at 
skill,  coiiraffe.  and  diseiplinc  He  has  had  th<-  advantajje  of 
II.  in  an  enormous  ns«rve  of  highly  train<<l  ollieers  and  non- 
cntufnissioned  oflieers,  and  although  the  advantage  is  rapidly 
(I  sai)fHarinjr.  b<eaiise  after  two  years  of  war  we  are  getting 
l;irg  •  numJx  rs  «)f  tin-  same  elass  of  men  and  he  is  losing  and 
li:is  lost  a  great  muss  of  them  by  death  and  wounds,  he  still 
1ms.  I  imagin*-,  more  than  enough  for  his  needs. 

N'ow,  and  to  the  erul  of  the  war  (for  he  is  can  fid  to  keep  his 

I)'  st  brains  out  of  danger),  he  can  call  uiK)n  a  great  store  of 

I  professional  and  scientific  knowledge  to  direct  the  machinery 

'this  business  of  d(  struetion  and  defence,  and  to  organize  the 

lives  of  his  maehiiK-tnade  men. 

In  minute  detail  of  organization,  and  in  a  driving  industry 
I"  hind  it,  the  (krman  High  Command  is  mast«rly,  and  there  is 
not  a  soldier  in  the  Kaiser's  armies  \,ho  is  not  well  equipped 
(iown  to  the  "  house  wife  "  full  of  pins  and  needles,  cotton, 
1  Mttons,  and  thread,  whiefj  he  carries  in  his  pouch)  and  well  fed, 
I  iiless  our  grnis  do  not  permit  his  supplies  to  come  up. 

Knormous  attention  is  paid  to  the  "  moral  "  of  the  men.  by 

organizing  concerts,  religious  services,  and  bee  r-parties  b«hinil 

lie  lines,  so  that  they  shall  be  kept  cheerful  until  they  die, 

iiid  the  news  of  the  world,  as  we  all  know,  is  specially  edited 

tor  them  with  that  point  of  view  in  mind. 

Hut  the  German  High  Command  is  careful  of  ^he  lives  of 
iN  men  until  the  day  comes  when  they  have  to  be  flung  nittiiesslv 
torward,  in  wave  after  wave,  against  the  gims  of  the  Allies. 

Again  and  again  I  have  described  the  spaciousness  and  the 
<!(  pth  and  conifort  of  the  German  dug-outs.  That  is  part  of 
I  Ik  system  of  life-saving,  and  the  divisional  commanders  set. 
tluir  men  to  wcjrk  and  keep  them  at  work  in  a  way  which  our 
Midi  would  call  slave-driving. 

I  have  described  those  at  Montauban  and  Fricourt  as  I  saw 
tlum  immediately  after  their  capture,  and  ii''Vr  the  bombard- 
riu  lit  which  cnimpled  up  all  the  trenches  about  them,  but  left 
tilt  rn,  for  the  most  part,  solid  and  untouched. 
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At  Ovill<r>  tlic  V  urc  rvcii  more  chihoratc,  some  of  thcni  liiivinj; 
six  or  (ii,'ht  r«><)ms  {•orniinmicjitin^'  with  each  other,  and  two 
.se|)aratr  stories— rooms  as  lar<,'0  as  lifttcrt  ft-ct  i)y  thirty  ftct. 
lurnishtd  with  s|)riii<,'  beds,  carpets,  wa-hin<:  arranpemciits 
witli  water  'aid  on.  «lectric  li<;ht,  tapestries  to  keep  out  the 
druu(,'l»ts.  and  other  luxuries.  One  of  the  tlufj-outs  ut  Ovillers 
has  iiiin  iuLriiiiees.  with  bids  for  110  nun,  thirty  feet  below 
the  surface,  and  witli  a  cook-liouse  coutainiiii,'  thne  big  boilers. 
Hut  it  is  not  only  in  the  trenchts  and  in  places  like  Ovillers 
that  the  Germans  d\<i,  so  industriously.  Far  brhind  their  lines, 
whiieNd-  our  loni,'-rai.^e  fjuns  can  naeh  theiu,  they  have 
tluse  elaborate  sul)terr:uuan  shelters,  deeper  and  stronper  than 
ni(»st  of  ours,  and  with  much  (greater  accommodation.  It 
means  inc(  ssant  work  in  addition  to  all  the  work  which  keeps 
our  own  soldiers  busy  ni<rht  and  dxiy. 

But  it  is  work  that  saves  life,  and  the  Girmans  do  not 
bef^UvJiie  it,  ar.d  ha\  e  no  special  pride  in  lakinp  risks.  That 
is  j,'ood  peiK  ralship  and  {.'ood  soldiering:.  But  it  does  not  save 
tliem.  Soiue  of  our  otlici  rs  are  apt  to  iiuaL'ine — 1  confess  it 
was  in  my  own  imapination  for  a  time-  tiiat  the  German  was 
so  snujT  in  these  Ijurrows  of  his  that  o\ir  bombardments  in 
uorniai  times  without  infantry  attacks  to  follow  did  not  cause 
him  many  casualties. 

Th.e  trutli  is  that  continuous  artillery-fire  like  ours  has  been 
and  is  frij:htfully  destructive  of  human  life,  and  that  no  aiv.ount 
of  dip«:in<x  will  safeguard  it.  Transport  nuist  rrovc  along  the 
roads.  Ml  II  must  go  up  conmnnucation-tre-nehes.  Working 
parties  nuist  ceime  out  into  the  open. 

During  all  the  month  that  enir  artillery  has  been  increasing 
its  Aseight  e)f  metal  and  the  niuiiber  of  rounds  lite  d,  the  Clcrmans, 
therefore-,  have-  been  suffering  great  k>sses.  and  the  strain  upon 
the'  ne  r\  e  s  auel  "  luoral  "  of  the-  men  has  bee  ii  severe. 

This  is  certain  not  only  fre)m  the-  statements  of  German 
soldiers  brought  into  our  lines,  but  from  ne-w  instructions 
issued  as  late-  as  .July  10,  which  refer  te)  the  treatment  of  the 
great  numbers  of  wounded,  and  the  terrible  ce)nditions  of  the 
present  lighting.  Significant  sentences  reveal  the  truth  of 
things  behind  the  (ieiniaij  lines,  and  again  the  urganiziiig 
minds  which  trv  to  l)etter  them  as  far  as  possible  : 
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"  As  the  cirptunstances  of  the  present  fighting  do  not  as  a 
rule  permit  of  a  dressing-station  being  established  near  the 
tii^hting  troops,  the  wounded  must  at  any  rate  be  taken  to 
places  which  arc  easy  to  find,  easy  to  describe,  and  easy  to 
recognize. 

"Companies  must  inform  battaUons,  and  battahons  regi- 
ments, where  the  wounded  arc  to  be  found,  and  how  many 
there  arc  to  remove. 

"  Thev  can  as  a  rule  only  be  moved  at  night.  Th<-  stretcher- 
1k  arers  who  come  to  fetch  them  generally  waste  a  g(xxi  deal  of 
time  in  searching  for  the  wounded,  and  sometimes  do  not 
liiul  th( m  if  they  are  not  assisted  by  the  unit  which  has  been 
I  iigaged. 

•*  The  nights  are  short  for  carrving out  these  large  evacuations. 

"  I  have  already  reminded  units  that  troops  which  are 
n  lieved  should  carry  their  wounded  with  them."  That  reveals 
a  tragic  picture  of  the  enemy's  losses.  It  is  emphasized  again 
that  many  of  the  wounded  are  not  found,  and  suggestions  arc 
made  that  pieces  of  canvas  dipped  in  luminous  |)aint  might 
lu  used  to  indicate  the  whereabouts  of  the  wounded,  or  white 
canvas  ctit  into  the  form  of  a  cross. 

The  German  mind  is  busy  with  the  problem  of  its  dead  also. 
Tlie  enemy  goes  to  great  risk  and  trouble  to  remove  the  dead 
from  the  'fields  because  the  living  men  who  follow  are  dis- 
luarfened  and  terrified  by  the  sight  of  so  many  corpses  on  their 

way. 

S(  areh-parties  are  sent  out  under  shell-fire  to  collect  them, 
( vdi  though  many  of  the  searchers  may  join  the  dead,  and  the 
I  indies  are  put  into  mortuary  chambers  like  one  found  by  us 
tlic  other  day  at  Pozieres. 

It  was  filled  with  dead  bodies  waiting  to  be  taken  away  f)n  a 
li_'ht  railway  which  runs  »ip  to  the  place,  but  the  enemy's 
urtillerv  find  upon  this  mortuary  and  set  it  on  Hre,  as  though 
they  w-ere  mt.re  jealous  of  their  dead  than  of  the  living  who 
were  our  prisoners. 

4 

I  have  said  that  they  keep  their  best  brains  out  of  danger. 
This  is  true,  evei:  when  the  brains  are  second-best.  It  is 
V, TV  seldom  that  anv  olficer  over  the  rank  of  a  caj^tain  is  found 
in  the  i'ront-linc  trenches,  and  officers  of  higher  rank  remam 
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well  in  the  backjjround.  Lately,  diirini,'  o<ir  attack,  orders 
ha\  <•  been  pivcn  that  officers  and  N.C.O.'s  commanding  com- 
panies and  platoons  should  visit  their  trenches  at  night  "  so 
that  the  men  may  see  or  hear  their  commanders."  It  is  all 
v<rj'  naive,  and  rev-als  that  curious  lacii  of  humour  which 
characterizes  the  German  war  lord. 

"■  The  men,"  say  these  instructions,  "  should  be  instructed  as 
to  the  whereabouts  of  their  conmiandinp  officer,  and  know 
will  re  to  go  if  thty  feel  that  they  rtfpiire  inspiring  with  courage. 
To  stimulate  courage  and  to  foster  the  feiling  of  confidence 
and  the  spirit  of  resistance,  these  should  be  the  lirst  duties  of 
an  officer  in  the  front  line,  at  all  events  in  the  present  circum- 
stances. Courage  rather  than  tactful  theorv"  is  the  essence  of  a 
true  leader." 

To  give  their  men  courage  in  hours  when  these  German 
sold  rs,  who  are  l)rave  "len,  might  well  give  way  to  terror, 
the  German  eheniists  have  marnifactured  tabloids  which  drug 
thi  ni  with  a  kind  of  frenzy.  There  is  no  doubt  of  this,  which 
sometimes  I  have  doubted,  because  many  of  tluse  drugs  were 
fi>\nid  })y  a  friend  of  mine — the  medical  officer  of  the  Kentish 
men  who  helped  to  take  the  trenches  north  of  Pozieres  a  few 
days  ago. 

They  contained  ether  and  opium  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
intoxicate  the  strongest  man.  In  the  German  opinion  it  is 
good  stuff  before  a  counter-attack. 

(ierman  organization  is  remarkably  good.  It  d(K'S  not 
neglect  the  spiritual  or  the  physical  side  of  their  soldiers.  It 
proviiles  them  with  song-books  and  prayer-books  as  well  as 
with  food  and  drink. 

It  has  never  revealed  a  shortage  of  shells.  Its  gunners  arc 
full  of  science  and  wonderfully  quick  to  get  on  to  their  targets 
when  tlu  infantry  calls  for  help  b\  sending  up  signals  of  distress. 

In  all  the  mechanics  of  war  and  in  the  fine  art  of  keeping 
up  the  pride  of  men  the  German  war  lords  and  high  officers 
show  real  genius.  But  they  cannot  bring  dead  men  to  life 
nor  hide  the  agonies  of  ail  their  wounded,  nor  blink  the  fact 
that  British  troops  have  liroken  their  second  line,  and  hammered 
them  with  terriffc  blows  and  reached  out  far  with  long-range 
guns  to  destroy  them  behind  their  lines. 

They  live  in  many  ruins  as  bad  as  Ypres — French  ruins, 
alas — and  I  know  that,  on   the  eve  of  our  great  attack,  all 
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Instnictions  wen-  prepared  for  a  general  retreat,  with  every 
(i(  tail  ready  in  case  our  troops  should  break  through  oa  a  wide 
front. 

That  is  a  confession  of  deep  apprehension.  It  shows  that 
tluy  are  envisaging  defeat  and  preparing  for  it — wisely  enough 
-in  case  of  need.  It  is  a  state  of  mind  not  expressed  in  an 
Order  of  the  Day  issued  by  the  German  Emperor  a  few  days 
ai,'()  and  found  on  a  German  officer  captured  to  the  north  )t 
l\izieres  : 

"  To  the  leaders  of  the  troops  of  the  First  Army,"  says  the 
Kuiser,  "  I  express  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  my  deep 
appreciation  and  my  Imperial  gratitude  for  the  splendid 
achievement  in  warding 'off  the  Anglo-French  mass  attacks  of 
thi  ;30th  of  July.  They  have  accomplished  with  German 
faithfuln  is  what  I  and  their  country  expected  from  them. 

"  Go(    help  them  further. 

"(Signed)  Wilheim  I.R." 

.Since  then  the  ground  to  the  north  of  Pozieres  has  been 
ea|)tured,  and  to-day  there  has  been  fierce  fighting  and  further 
projiress  made  by  British  troops  towards  Guillemont.  God  has 
not  helped  them  it  seems. 

Behind  the  German  lines,  in  spite  of  the  Kaiser's  gratitude 
for  the  courage  of  his  troops — u  courage  which  we  must  not 
belittle,  for  it  is  great — men  are  thinking  gloomily  and  wondering 
when  all  the  agony  of  this  great  war,  which  holds  no  victory 
f(ir  Germany,  will  have  an  ending,  after  all  their  blood  and  all 
their  tears. 
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XXIV 
THE  ATTACKS  ON  TIIIEPVAT. 


AuGiST  25 
The  doom  of  Thiepval  is  near  at  hatul.  liy  a  scries  of  small, 
sharp  attacks,  in  short  nishrs,  aftir  enormous  shell-fire,  our 
troops  have  for<:e(l  their  way  across  a  tangled  web  of  trenches 
and  redoubts  nntil  now  they  arc  just  bi"..)W  the  row  of  appk- 
trces  which  still  show  a  broken  stump  or  two  below  the  souther 
end  of  the  villa<,'e.  They  have  bitten  off  tiie  nose  of  the  Leipzig 
salient,  and  yestefday  I  saw  them  take  tin-  Hindi  i\bur<,'  Trencii 
and  its  strong  point,  which  is  almost  the  last  of  the  defensive 
works  barrinf;  our  way  to  the  south  entrance  of  the  villajfe 
fortress. 

On  the  W(  st  our  trenchc;;  have  been  dui;  for  some  time  through 
Thiepval  Wood,  within  four  hundred  yards  of  this  [)lace,  and 
on  the  east  tluy  have  been  pushed  forward  to  the  left  of  Mouquct 
Farm  ;  so  that  we  have  thrown  a  lasso,  as  it  were,  aroimd  the 
stron<;hold  on  the  hill,  from  which  its  garrison  has  only  one 
way  of  escape— by  way  of  the  Crucifix,  northwards,  where  our 
guns  will  get  them.  That  garrison  is  in  a  death-trap.  The 
German  soldiers  in  Thiepval  must  be  jjraying  for  the  end  to 
conu'. 

As  I  stood  watching  the  place  yesterday,  from  a  trench 
only  a  few  hundred  yards  away,  it  seemed  to  me  astounding  and 
terrible  that  men  sho(dd  still  l)c  living  there.  I  could  see  nothing 
of  the  village  for  there  is  next  to  nothing  left  of  it — nothinji 
at  all  but  heaps  of  rubl)ish  which  were  once  the  roofs  and 
walls  of  houses.  Hut  on  the  sky-line  at  the  top  of  a  ridge 
which  slojjcs  >ip  from  the  Leipzig  salient  then-  still  stand  a 
hundred  trees  or  so,  whicii  are  ail  tliat  is  left  oi  Thiepval. 
Tluv  stood  black  and  gaunt  against  the  blue  sky,  without  a 
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Iiaf  on  their  broken  branches,  and  all  charred.  The  brown 
hummocks  of  the  (Hrmiin  trench-liues  encircled  them,  with 
narrow  strips  of  nxuf^s,  vividly  green,  between  these  earth- 
works and  below,  falling  away  to  our  own  lines,  a  turmoil  of 
upheaved  soil  where  a  maze  of  trenches  had  been  made  shapeless 
1)V  incessant  shell-lire. 

All  through  the  afternoon,  as  all  through  the  morning,  and 
tlu'  mornings  and  afternoons  of  many  yesterdays,  our  guns 
wire  liring  in  a  steady,  leisurely  way,  one  shell  every  minute 
or  two,  at  the  ground  marked  uut  by  the  b!>".k  trtx-stunips. 
Tiny  were  mostly  the  shells  t,f  our  "  heavies  "  firing  from 
long  range,  so  that  for  several  seconds  one  could  hear  the  long 
voyage  of  each  shdl,  listen  to  the  last  fierce  rush  of  it  over  our 
luads,  and  th<  n  see,  before  the  roar  of  the  explosion,  a  vast 
volume  of  smoke  and  earth  vomit  up  from  the  place  between 
tlic  trees,  or  just  below  the  line  of  trees  where  the  enemy's 
trenches  lay. 

A  friend  of  miiu-,  sitting  on  some  sandbags  with  his  steel 
helmet  just  below  the  tops  of  some  tall  thistles  which  gave 
friendly  co\er  in  our  foreground  above  the  parapet,  said 
•  Ikautiful  !  "  every  time  there  was' a  specially  big  cloud-burst. 
He-  is  such  a  hater  of  war  that  his  soul  fe)lle)ws  each  shell  of 
ours  with  a  kind  of  exultation  so  that  it  shall  help  to  end  it 
(juiekly.  But  I  kept  thinking  e)f  the  fellows  below  there, 
under  that  shell-firc. 

It  was  only  previe)us  knowledge,  cxj)lorations  in  German 
(lug-outs,  talks  with  men  wRo  have  come  living  out  of  such 
bombardments,  that  nuide  me  still  believe  that  there  were 
nidi  alive  in  Thiepval,  and  that  before  w-  take  the  place  they 
may  fight  desperately  and  keep  machine-guns  going  to  the  last. 
There  was  ne)t  a  human  soul  to  be  seen,  and  the  earth  was 
h(  iitg  flung  up  in  masses  ;  but  underground  a  garriseui  e)f  German 
soleliers  was  sitting  in  deep  cellars,  trying  to  turn  deaf  ears 
to  the  crashes  abe)ve  them,  trying  to  hide  the  t«'rre)r  in  their 
souls,  a  terre)r  invading  all  their  courage  icily,  and  le)oking 
into  the  little^  mirrors  of  long  periscopes  which  showed  them 
the  vision  e)f  things  above-ground,  and  the  stillne^ss  e)f  the 
Hritish  trenches,  frenn  which  at  any  minute  there  might  come 
waves  of  men  on  a  new  attack. 
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With  a  fiw  others  in  the  trench  where  I  stood  I  knew  that 
our  men  were  to  make  another  bound  yesterday  afternoon, 
thonjrh  not  the  exact  time  of  it.  For  nearly  two  hours  I 
watched  the  bombardment,  steady  and  continuous,  but  not 
an  intense  fire  from  all  available  batteries,  and  every  few 
niintites  I  looked  at  my  WTist-watch  and  wondered  "  Will  it 
be^'in  now  ?  "  Down  below  me  was  the  hununocky  track 
of  our  front-line  trenches,  in  which  the  attacking  parties  had 
assembled.  Only  now  and  again  could  I  see  any  movement 
there. 

In  our  own  trench  some  signallers  were  carrying  down  a 
new  wire,  whistling  as  they  worked.  A  forward  observing 
olficer  was  watching  the  shell-bursts  through  a  telescope 
resting  on  the  parapet  and  giving  messages  to  a  telephone 
operator  who  sat  hiuiched  at  the  bottom  of  the  trench  with 
his  instrument.  -\  coiiple  of  young  oflicers  came  along  jauntily, 
swearing  because  "  these  silly  asses  " — whoever  they  might  be 
— "  never  tell  you  where  they  arc."  An  artillery  officer  came 
along  for  a  chat,  and  remarked  that  it  was  a  fine  day  for  a 
football  match. 

8 

It  was  a  day  when  the  beauty  of  France  is  like  a  song  in 
one's  heart,  a  day  of  fleecy  clouds  in  the  blue  sky,  of  golden 
sunlight  flooding  broad  fields  behind  the  battle-lines,  where 
the  wheat-sheaves  are  stacked  in  neat  lines  by  old  men  and 
women,  who  do  their  sons'  work,  and  of  deep,  cool  shadows 
under  the  wa\y  foliage  of  the  woodlands. 

Ik'hind  us  was  a  ruined  village,  and  German  shells  were 
falling  into  the  corner  of  a  wood  not  far  away  to  our  left,  but 
the  panorama  of  the  French  countryside  beyond  the  edge  of  the 
battlefield  was  full  of  peace.  Above  our  heads  some  imtish 
aeroplanes  came  flying,  and  the  hum  of  their  engines  was  like 
big  bees  buzzing.  They  flew  straight  over  the  German  lines, 
and  pn^sently  the  sky  about  them  was  dotted  with  white 
puffs  of  shrapnel,  and  above  the  noise  of  the  guns  there 
was  the  hitrh  '*  ping  !  "  of  the  German  "  Archies,"  as  each 
shell  reaehid  up  to  those  soaring  wings,  but  failed  to  bring 
them  down. 
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Another  odiccr  came  alonj?  the  trench  and  said,  "  Good 
afternoon.    The  show  begins  in  ten  minutes." 

Tfic  "  show  "  is  the  name  soldiers  give  to  a  battle. 

Hy  my  watch  it  was  longer  than  ten  minutes  before  th(; 
*'  show  "  began.  The  leisurely  bombardment  continued  in  the 
vame  way.  Now  and  again  a  German  "  crump  "  replied,  like 
un  elaborate  German  guttural.  Then  suddenly,  as  though 
at  the  tap  of  a  baton,  a  great  orchestra  of  death  crashed  out. 
It  is  absurd  to  describe  it.  No  words  have  been  made  for  a 
modern  bombardment  of  this  intensity.  One  can  only  give 
a  feeble,  inaccurate  notion  of  what  one  big  shell  sounds  like. 

When  hundreds  of  heavy  guns  are  liring  upon  one  small 
line  of  ground  and  shells  of  the  greatest  size  are  rushing  through 
the  sky  in  flocks,  and  bursting  in  masses,  all  description  is 
futile.  I  can  only  say  that  the  whole  sky  was  resonant  with 
waves  of  noise  that  were  long-drawn,  like  the  deep  notes  of 
violins,  gigantic  and  terrible  in  their  power  of  sound,  and  that 
(ach  vibration  ended  at  last  in  a  thunderous  crash.  Or  again 
it  seemed  as  though  the  stars  had  fallen  out  of  the  sky  and 
were  rushing  down  to  Thiepval. 

The  violence  of  this  bombardment  was  as  frightful  as  anything 
I  have  seen  in  this  war  in  the  way  of  destructive  gun-power. 
The  shells  tore  up  the  German  trenches  and  built  up  a  great 
wall  of  smoke  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and  smashed  through 
the  trees  of  Thiepval,  until  for  minutes  together  that  place 
was  only  to  be  known  by  tall  pillars  of  black,  and  white,  and 
brown  smoke,  which  swayed  about  as  though  in  a  great  wind, 
and  toppled  down  upon  each  other,  and  rose  again. 


A  voice  at  my  elbow,  speaking  breathlessly,  said  :  "  Look ! 
They're  away.  .' .  .  Oh,  splendid  fellows  !  " 

Out  of  our  front-line  trenches  scrambled  long  lines  of  men. 
They  stood  for  a  moment  on  the  top  of  the  parapet,  waited  for 
a  second  or  two  until  all  the  men  had  got  up  into  their  align- 
ment, and  then  started  forAvard,  steadily  and  in  wonderful 
order.  Some  of  the  officers  turned  rousid,  as  though  to  see 
that  all  their  men  were  there.  I  saw  one  of  them  raise  his 
stick  and  point  towards  the  ridge.  Then  he  ran  ahead  of  his 
men.     They  were  on  low  groiuid — lowest  on  the  right,  in  front 
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of  the  p.'irafH  t  wh< Tf  I  sUnni,  but  sloping  up  a  little  on  tlic  left 
by  the  Lt  ipzi^'  H( doubt.  H(  yoiid  them  the  yrouiid  rose  sttndily 
to  the  rid^c  oi»  which  Thiepval  .stands.  Our  nun  had  a  big 
chnib  to  make,  and  a  lony  way  to  jljo  over  opm  country,  for 
four  or  five  hundrtd  yards  is  thi-  very  devil  of  a  way  to  go 
when  it  is  swept  with  shell-lire. 

The  enemy  was  not  long  in  lli:iging  a  barrage  in  the  way  of 
our  men.  A  rocket  went  up  from  his  lints  as  a  signal  to  his 
guns,  and  perhaps  half  a  miiuite  after  our  men  had  sprung 
ov(r  the  {)arapet  his  slulls  began  to  fall.  15ut  they  were  too 
late  to  do  any  damage  there.  Our  nuti  were  «>ut  .md  iiway. 
Some  message  s« cnied  to  r«  ach  the  enemy  and  tell  him  this.  He 
raised  his  biirrage  on  to  ground  nearer  to  his  own  lines,  and  his 
h(  avy  "  crum|)s  "  fell  rapidly,  bursting  all  over  No  Man's  Land. 
Now  and  again  they  sei-med  to  fall  right  into  the  middle  of  a 
bnneli  of  our  men,  in  a  way  frightful  to  see,  but  when  thi  sinoke 
cleared  the  group  was  still  going  forward.  On  the  right  of 
the  line  one  great  shell  burst  with  an  enormous  crash,  and  this 
time  there  was  no  doubt  that  it  had  caught  some  of  our  men. 
I  siiw  them  fall  in  a  heap.  .  .  .  Perhaps  tluy  had  Hung  them- 
selves down  to  avoid  the  shell  splintirs.  Pt  rhai)s  not  one  of 
them  had  been  touched.  It  is  extraordinary  how  men  can 
avoid  death  like  that. 

Nothing  checked  the  advance  of  the  long  lines  of  figures 
going  through  the  smoke  ;  not  all  the  German  barrage,  which 
was  now  very  tierce.  The  men  had  to  cross  one  of  those 
narrow  stri|)s  of  grass-land  between  the  earthworks  before  they 
cauie  to  the  first  line  of  German  trenches,  aiul  they  showed 
up  blae'  and  distinct  againit  this  green  bt  It  whenever  the  smoke 
of  the  shells  bursting  above  them  dri  ted  away. 

Tluy  were  not  in  close  formation.  They  went  forward, 
after  the  lirst  few  moments  of  advance,  in  small  parties,  widely 
scattered,  but  keeping  the  same  direction.  Sometimes  the 
])arties  themselves  broke  up  and  separated  into  individual 
iigures,  j\miping  over  shell-craters,  rurming  first  to  left  or  right 
as  the  shriek  of  an  enemy  shell  warned  them  of  apprt)aching 
ileath.  I  saw  then  how  easy  it  is  to  lose  all  sense  of  direction 
in  an  attack  like  this,  and  the  reason  why  men  sometimes  go 
so  hopelessly  astrav.  But  ycsterdav  it  was  quite  marvellous 
how  quickly  the  men  recowred  tluir  line  when  they  had 
drifted  away  in  the  blinding  smoke,  and  how  the  groups  kept 
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iti  touch  with  each  othtr,  and  how  st|)aratf  lijjurts  running  to 
catcli  up  succeeded  in  joining  the  groups. 


W\-  wateh«  <l  the  single  figures,  following  the  fortunes  of  each 
man  across  the  fire-swe|)t  slope,  hoping  with  all  our  souls  that 
ht  would  get  through  and  on.  Then  hi-  would  pick  himself  up 
wlu  n  he  ft  II  I'aee  forwanl. 

For  a  little  while  the  men  were  swallowed  up  in  smoke.  I 
cduld  see  TiothiiiL'  of  them,  and  I  had  a  horril)le  fe*  ling  this 
time  none  of  us  would  ever  see  tluni  again.  For  they  had 
u;ilk((l  straight  into  tlu'  infernal  fins,  and  all  behind  them  and 
all  in  front  the  shells  were  bursting  and  flinging  up  the  earth 
;u'.(l  raising  enormous,  fantastic  clouds. 

It  stcmeil  an  hour  before  I  saw  them  again.  I  suppose  it 
was  onl\  five  or  six  minutes.  The  wind  drifted  the  smoke 
away  from  the  Thiepval  Ridge,  and  there,  clear  and  distinct 
to  the  naked  «ye,  were  the  lines  of  our  men  swarming  up. 
Si  line  of  them  were  already  on  the  highest  ground,  standing, 
sinjjle  figures,  V)lack  against  the  sky.  They  stood  there  a 
second  or  two,  then  jumped  down  and  disappeared.  They 
\vi  re  in  the  German  trenches,  close  to  Thiepval. 

"  Magnilieent  '  "  said  a  French  odieer  who  was  standing 
close  to  mc.     "■  By  God,  your  men  are  line  !  " 

Tilt  y  were  wonderful.  The  German  barrages  did  not  stop 
thdi..  They  went  through  and  on  as  though  proof  against 
sIh  lis.  Some  men  did  not  go  on,  and  ft  11  on  the  side  of 
the  slope,  but  it  seemed  to  mc  there  were  not  many  of 
Ihcni. 

In  the  c(  ntre  of  the  German  trenches  was  a  strong  point  or 
rrdoubt,  with  machine-guns.  It  was  one  of  those  deadly 
|ilaees  that  have  often  checked  one  of  our  attacks,  and  cost 
many  brave  lives.  But  I  could  see  that  our  n;.  -.  wen"  all  roimd 
i1.  One  single  figure  was  an  heroic  silhouette  against  the  blue 
"1  the  sky.  He  was  bombing  the  redoubt,  and  as  he  Hung 
his  bombs  the  attitude  of  the  man  was  full  of  grace  like  a  Greek 
(iisc-thrower.  A  German  shell  l)urst  close  to  him  and  he  was 
<  !!(.".!!f(  (1  in  its  nph^aval,  hut  whether  he  was  killed  or  not  I 
could  not  tell.     I  did  not  see  him  again. 
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Up  the  s\o]n-  went  the  oilur  men,  followinjj  the  first  wave, 
and  sln«l<-  f(  Hows  hnrryiii«  after  tlum.  In  a  little  while  they 
had  all  (lisa|)|)(ured.  They  were  in  the  enemy's  trenches, 
luvond  all  doubt. 

"X(  w  sounds  of  an  explosive  kind  came  through  all  the 
fury  of  Rim-lire,  which  had  slackened  in  intensity,  but  wan 
still  slashing  the  air.  It  was  a  kind  of  hard  knwking  in 
separate  strokes,  and  I  knew  it  was  bomb-fire.  Our  men 
were  at  work  in  and  about  the  German  dug-outs,  and  then 
were  Germans    there    who    were    not   surrendering   without  a 

fight. 

One-  fight  te)e»k  place  on  the  top  of  the  parapet.  A  man  came 
up  anel  rtoe)el  on  the-  sky-line— whether  an  English  soldier  or  a 
German  it  was  mipossible  to  see.  I  think  a  German,  for  a 
seconel  aft<  r  ai»e)ther  man  came  up  as  though  chasing  him,  and 
the  first  man  turned  upon  him.  They  both  had  revolvers 
and  fireel,  and  disajjpeared.  Other  men  were  ruiming  along 
the  parapets  of  the  German  trenches.  They  were  o»irs,  and  they 
were  flinging  bombs  as  they  ran.  Then  a  curtain  of  smoke 
was  wafted  in  front  of  them  again,  and  they  were  hidden. 

From  e)ur  own  trenches  another  wave  of  men  appeared.  I 
think  it  wanted  more  courage  of  them  even  than  of  the  first 
line  of  assaulting  troops  to  go  out  over  that  open  ground.  They 
had  to  face  the  German  barrage  and  to  pass  over  a  way  where 
many  e)f  their  ee)mrades  were  lying.  But  they  went  on  steadily 
uiurrapidlv,  just  as  the  others  had  gone,  splitting  up  into 
groups,  running  in  short  rushes,  disappearing  in  the  smoke  of 
shell-bursts,  falling  into  shell-craters,  scrambling  up,  and  on 

again.  ...  . 

Ane)ther  wave  came  still  later,  making  their  way  to  that 
ridge  where'  their  comrades  were  fighting  in  the  enemy's  trenches. 
They,  too,  disappeared  into  those  ditches. 

Only  in  the  groimd  near  to  me  could  I  see  any  sign  of  life 
now.  *  Here  some  of  our  wounded  were  walking  back,  and  the 
stretcher-bearers  were  at  work.  I  watched  a  little  procession 
coming  very  slowly  to  our  trenches  with  their  stretchers  lifted 
h.iirh.  It  was  a  perilous  way  of  escape  for  wounded  when  the 
enemv  was  flinging  shells  all  over  the  ground  and  there  was 
no  spfetv  zone.     Somewhere  on  our  right  a  shell  had  struck 
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a  h(»rn}>-»itor<-  iir  ;iii  iiiiiiiiiinition  dump  utui  a  voliimt-  of  smokr, 
n  (Idish  hrcjwii,  rose  jiiuI  spnjul  into  thr  sIui|m'  of  u  yiujiritic 
(iiury  mark.  Otlur  fins  wcrr  hurnin}»  in  what  liacl  htcn  N« 
Man's  I^md,  and  ont  of  .m  explosion  in  the  tn«n>y's  tranches 
tin  re  was  ninn»  up  a  black  vomit  in  which  W(  re  human  iM'inys, 
or  fraijmcnts  of  them.  Over  the  rid},'*'  by  Thicpval  the  rncmy's 
liarram-  whs  contimions  on  the  far  side  of  the  slo[)e  between 
(iur  treneh«s  on  the  west  and  the  j^round  just  gained,  and  the 
tup  of  the  smoke-elouds  drifted  above  the  sky-line  as  thouyh 
from  u  row  of  factory  chimneys. 
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Suddenly  out  of  all  this  curtain  of  smoke  came  a  crowd  of 
fiuures,  leapiiii,'  and  rumiiiifj.  Th<'y  were  Germans  trying  to  get 
to  our  trenches,  not  in  a  counter-attack,  but  to  give  themselves 
up  as  pri«<oners.  and  to  get  some  cover  from  their  own  shell-fire. 
Ttrror  was  in  their  attitudes,  in  their  wild  stampede  and 
(Irspirate  lea[)s  over  the  broken  ground  where  the  shells  of 
tlnir  own  guns  were  biirsting.  One  great  G<rman  "crump" 
eraslud  close  to  them,  and  I  think  it  must  have  killed  some  of 
tlhin. 

Then  for  more  than  an  hour  as  I  watched,  other  figures  came 
back  from  the  high  ground  towards  our  old  front  line,  some- 
times in  groups  of  two  or  three,  sometimes  alone.  They  were 
our  light  y  wounded  men,  with  here  and  there  a  German. 

It  was  with  a  sense  of  horrible  fascination  that  I  watched 
tin-  adventures  of  these  men,  separately.  One  of  them  would 
jump  down  from  the  sky-line,  and  come  at  a  quick  run  down 
the  slope.  Then  siiddenly  he  would  stop  and  stand  in  an 
indecisive  way  as  though  wondering  what  route  to  take  t» 
avoid  the  clusters  of  shell-bursts  spurting  up  below  him.  He 
would  decide  sometimes  on  a  circuitous  route,  and  start  running 
a!,'.iin  in  a  ziggag  way,  altering  his  direction  sharply  when  a 
sIkII  crashed  close  to  him. 

I  could  see  that  he  was  out  of  breath.  He  would  halt  and 
stand  as  though  listening  to  the  tumult  aVwut  him,  then  come 
on  very  slowly.     I  wanted  to  call  out  to  him,  to  shout,  "  This 


wav, 


old 


man 


Quick  !  "     But    no    voice    would    have 


carried  through  that  worl<l  in  uproar.     Then  perhaps  he  would 
stumble,  and  fall,  and  lie  as  though  dead.     But  presently  I 


I. 


'li 


1    :         I 

li'; 


.  I. 


# 


i 


'''m^w-^^^jw^^s^m^^sfmmmm^^mssimm 


.—■'J- 


210  THK  HATTLKS  OF  TIIK  SOMMK 

woiihl  s<  (  him  cthwI  «.ii  his  hjinds  an<l  km.  s,  stand  up  and'run 
.i«iiiii.  II<  uould  r.  iich  our  iin«'  of  tr.  luh.  s  un.l  jiimp  down, 
or  Wwii  hinisi  If  di.wti.  Sonic  tov<  r  lit  hi>t.  thank  (;»»<1  !  So  it 
ha|)|Hii(«l  vMlh  man  afl.r  man,  amd  lach  jonriH  y  was  the 
advintun  of  a  man  ti vinK  to  dmlgc  <l.ath.     It  was  hombU-  to 

IIi<!h  ahov  the  Thit'pval  Ridiji;  Uuf  w.rr  pi  r|)<ti(Ucular 
htnaks  of  whit,  stnokr  and  hf.'ht.  straiu:<  ly  sp.ctral.  hkc  tall 
thin  s.'h(.Nts  wr!i|)p< d  in  whitr  shrouds  and  illumintd  in  a 
^duistly  w;iv.  I  think  tlu  v  w.  re  thr  lon«  t.nU  of  rockets  fired 
as  sif,M.als  to  thr  K'"i.s.  The  German  hla<-k  shrapnel  and  their 
{Treen  "  univ.  rsal  "  sh.  11  was  harming;  in  bin  puffs  above  the 
denser  pall  below,  and  th(  re  was  the  ulint  an.l  Hash  of  l)urstm<,' 
shells  stabbing  thron<,'h  the  wall  of  smoke. 

Our  aeroplanes  were  ri«ht  over  Thie|)\al  all  through  the 
battle,  cirelin},'  round  in  widi-  steady  lli^hts.  eareless  of  the 
German  anti-aircraft  k»»"s.  ^^'''f''  ^'""*'  *'■■'"-  L-ontinuously. 
Two  hostile  planis  eanie  out  and  our  mm  elos.  <l  alxnit  them, 
and  lUw  t<.  attaek.  but  ai'ler  a  lillle  wlul.  the  Germans  fled 
back  in  r.treat.  The  only  observation  the  en. my  had  was 
from  two  kit.-  balloons,  poised  well  forward,  but  often  lost 
and  blind.tl  in  all  the  clouds. 

So  I  watelud,  and  knew,  because  our  in.  n  did  not  come 
back  from  those  tr.nches  on  the  Thicpval  ri.in. ,  that  they  had 
been  succ.ssful.  It  was  only  the  pris- w  •  vial  th.  liRhtly 
wounded  who  came  back.  The  assaulting,'  parties  wire  holding 
the  ^n.und  th.v  had  captured  in  spite  of  all  the  shell-fire  that 
crashed  over  them.  They  had  tightened  the  iron  net  round 
Thiepval  and  drawn  it  closer. 

So  at  last  I  wint  away  from  the  bnttl.fi.  Id,  back  to  the 
quiet  harvest-liekls  flocxled  with  the  golden  i,'l..w  of  the  sinking 
sun,  lucki.r  than  the  men  who  had  to  stay,  and  ashamed  of  my 
luck.  The  enemy  was  flinging  shells  at  long  range.  The 
harvest-fields  w.  re  not  quite  so  safe  as  they  looked. 

There  were  uulv  corners  to  pass,  shell-trap  corners,  where 
it  is  not  wise  to  linger  to  light  a  cigarette.  Hut  hell  was  behind 
me,  up  there  at  Thiepval,  where  thi-  storm  of  shell-fire  still 
raged,  and  where,  below-ground,  the  German  garrison  awaits 
its  inevitable  fate. 
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Following  the  oniciul  communique.  I  cnii  now  say  that  the 
tr(Ki|»s  whom  I  saw  a«Jvaiicin;;  so  spK  iididly  Mui  strmJily  arross 
a  irn  at  stretch  of  No  Mans  Land  to  th<-  hi^h.-r  ground  roiiml 
Thicpval  wtrc  men  of  Wiltsliirt  and  W<.rctst.rshiri'.  Th.y 
d(strvc  the  honour  that  ha.s  been  yivcn  th.  ni  Wy  Sir  Douulas 
IIai«  in  his  n  port,  brcausc  after  thtir  ynat  assault  th.y  had  to 
sustain  last  niyht  a  strong  attack  by  Frussiiin  Cuardsin.n. 
followiriu  a  lon«  and  ticrci-  bombardment.  The  couraye  of 
thes«-  Kuylish  lads— among  them  being  Ix.ys  who  once  followed 
tlu  plough  and  worked  in  the  orchards  of  those  (pii.t  old 
e(.unties-<lid  not  fail  against  the  hiiest  tr(M)ps  of  the  Kaisers 
armies,  and  that  phras.-  in  t»-r  ollicial  communi.pie  which 
records  their  achievement  is  a  line  tiK  inorial  : 

*•  The  success  of  our  d<  filices  is  largely  due  to  the  steadiness 
;md  ditermined  gallantry  of  Wiltshire  und  VVorcestt  rshire 
men,  who,  in  spite  ot  being  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  bombard- 
nunt,  steadily  maintained  their  positions,  and  repulsed  the 
(K  termined  assault  of  the  enemy." 

It  seems  to  me  probable  that  the  enemy  will  make  a  big 
t  ffort  to  check  otir  continued  advance  along  the  ridge  frotn 
Thiep%al  ti>   High   Wood,   and  cs|Kcially   to  rescue  Thicpval 
Itself  from  its  impending  fan-.     The  position  our  tr<H)ps  have 
gained  bv  two  months"  lighting  of  the  u.u.c  heroic  kind  luis  put 
the  enemy  ut  a  great  disadvantage  from  the  point  of  view  of 
artillery  observation,  whicxi  is  all-important  in  mo<i.  rn  warfare. 
On  the  ground  in  front  of  us  now,  beyond  the  Windmill  and 
the  switch-line,   the   German   battalions   are   in   an    untenable 
position  if  our  attack  is  pressed  on,  until  they  fall  back  u{)on 
what  is  known  as  the  Klers  line,  more  than  2000  yards  behind 
Martin puich   and    High   Wowl,   and    meanwhile   their   present 
line  of  defence  is  open  to  our  bombardments,  so  that  the  eiu  n»y  s 
casualties  must  be  very  heavy,  and,  as  we  know,  the  "  moral " 
of  their  men  in  these  shell-craters  and  ruins  is  badly  shake  n. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  German  Headquarters  Staff  realizes 
the  gravity  of  the  position,  and  is  endeavouring  to  organize 
a  method  of  defence  by  attack,  which  will  stop  or  cheek  ..c 
British  advance.     They  are  probably  too  shrewd  to  btt.  •  e 
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tliJit  this  can  ])(■  (If)ru'  })y  hriiifjing  iij)  fresh  trooj^s  to  n  ]>l;u'c 
those  who  liuv(  Ix cii  worn  out,  and  stand  with  shattered  nervis 
l)(  yond  (lie  Hritish  liiK  s. 

Fr(  sh  troojis  or  «)ld  troops  are  forxl  for  onr  f^nns.  {.'reedy  for 
th(  ni.  It  is  only  l)y  <.'iins  that  the  enemy  ean  fifht  against 
{;;ins.  und  he  is  driflint;  down  l)attt  ries  into  a  i^'nat  eoticentratioii 
fe>r  th<'  deft  iici'  of  Thiepval. 

it  will  hv  t}ie  fjreatest  duel  of  artillery  ever  sei  ii  on  the  British 
front,  for  as  I  have  seen  myself  the  swet  j)  and  fury  of  our  own 
shell-fire  in  the  neighbourhood  reaelu  s  tlu'  most  astounding,' 
interisity.  Meanwhih'  wc  have  in  this  sector,  heyond  a. 
shadow  of  doubt  or  ( xa<,'<,'eration,  the  masti  ry  of  the  air,  and 
that  is  of  supreme  ndvanta<,'e  to  our  i^uinit  rs,  and  to  the  iid'antry 
who  are  s\ip|)orl(  tl  by  them. 

So  far  our  proj^nss  has  not  been  broujilit  to  a  dead  halt,  and 
wc  have  made  further  ground  yesterday.  ])y  wondcrfidly  fuie 
fighting  f)n  the  part  of  English  and  Scots  l)attalioiis,  to  the 
north  and  (ast  of  Ddville  Wood.  Our  iiurrieane  bombariU 
)Hent  })rec((ling  the  attack  of  these  troops  was  coiuitt  nd  by  a 
heavy  barrage  from  the  eniniy,  but  our  men  went  forward  with 
an  unflinching  spirit  to  a  line  striking  across  the  I"'lers-Longueval 
road,  and  joining  on  the  left — by  a  curved  salient — our  old 
position  south-west  of  High  Wood. 

The  hardest  part  of  the  fighting  was  on  the  K  ft  of  the  attack, 
wh<  n  there  was  a  great  deal  of  machine-gun  fire,  but  the  enemy's 
trenches  were  carried  and  prisoners  were  taken  to  the  mimber 
of  ten  oflicers  and  214  other  ranks.  Several  machine-guns  .".Iso 
were  })rought  back  after  being  captured  Itv  iiand-to-hand 
lighting  at  the  strong  points. 


ArcrsT  28 
I  have  already  described  my  own  visual  impressions  of  the 
great  assault  made  south  of  Thiepval  by  men  of  Wiltshire  and 
Worcestershire,  which  I  watched  from  a  neighbouring  trench. 
But  there  are  still  things  to  be  tolel  abe)ut  this  memorable 
achievement — as  fine  in  its  way  as  anything  our  nun  have 
done.  The  name  of  Wiltshire  will  always  be  specially  re-mem- 
iHTed  on  the  ground  f)f  the  Leipzig  salierr  which  barred  the 
southern  way  to  'J'hie[)\al,  for  they  were  »s  oi  this  county 

who,  as  far  back  as  July  8,  captured  the  b\    !  l  tu!  of  that  strong- 
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hold,  and,  working  with  other  county  troops  on  thiir  ri<.'ht, 
niiuic  the  next  advaMcc,  on  Aujjiist  22,  which  preceded  the 
!.'re;itiT  attiick  two  d:iys  hiter. 

That  affair  of  Aujifust  22  was  extraordinarily  fine  and  brief 
and  sticcessfid.  Twelve  minutes  after  tlie  attacking,'  time,  the 
Wilts  men  had  rfone  across  the  one  hundred  yards  of  No  Man's 
Land,  captured  the  cmniy's  nearest  line  of  trenches,  and  sent 
down  their  first  ha  eh  of  twenty  [)risoners. 

The  Wiltshires  lad  only  thr.c  casualties  in  petting  across 
the  open  j^round,  i^out'li  afterwards  suffered  more  under  the 
piiemy's  shell-fire.  Most  of  the  German  dup-outs  were  blown 
in.  but  there  was  one  big  subterranean  chamber  which  was 
not  badly  damaged,  and  wanted  only  a  little  w((rk  to  make  it 
&  place  of  comfort  for  the  new-comers.  As  their  colonel  said 
to  me  to-day  :  "  It  always  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  take 
[edgings  in  these  German  apartments." 

The  attack  on  the  Ilindenburg  Trench  which  I  saw  on 
August  24  was  complicated  because  the  Wiltshires  had  to 
advance  partly  across  tac  open — 300  yards  of  No  Man's  Land, 
which  is  no  joke — and  partly,  on  their  left,  through  a  network 
•f  tnriches  climbing  the  high  groimd  from  the  Lei[)zig  salient 
to  Thiepval. 

It  was  necessary  therefore  to  organize  the  attack  so  that 
those  aflvancing  over  the  open  shoidd  not  arrive  at  the  Ilinden- 
burg Trench  sooner  than  those  worrying  their  way  up  through 
the  broken  earthworks,  not  at  all  an  easy  proposition. 

Also  before  the  Hindenburg  line  could  be  seized  securely 
it  would  be  essential  to  "  kill  "  a  German  strong  point  at  a 
junction  made  in  the  Hindenburg  Trench  by  a  eonmuinication- 
way  running  up  from  the  Leipzig  salient. 

The  penalty  of  not  doing  so  would  be  certain  death  to  many 
of  our  men  by  an  enfilade  fire  of  machine-guns.  These  are  little 
d(  tails  that  worry  the  soids  of  commanding  oHicers  and  company 
conmianders  before  they  get  the  men  over  the  parapet  with 
thousands  of  bombs  and  the  supplies  of  picks,  shovels,  sandbags 
Lewis-gun  "  drums,"  Very  hghts,  and  other  material  of  war. 
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On  the  day  before  the  last  attack  on  the  southern  way  into 
Thiepval  the  enemy,  who  suspected  bad  things  coming,  tried  to 
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thwart  onr  plan  by  htirliiig  a  terrific  storm  of  sluU-firo  all  over 
the  L<  ip/ij;  salit  iit. 

He  s(<  Ills  to  lia\c  broiiffht  up  new  fjiins  for  the  p\ir]>oso,  and 
his  h(a\y  five -point-iiiius  "  ernmpcd  "  the  jjrouiKl  in  all 
ilinctions.  Hut  all  this  did  not  stop  the  Wiltshires  and  the 
Worn  st(  rs,  who  went  on  with  their  own  iitth'  scheme. 

On  Thursday  aft(  rnoon  last  everythin*/  went  like  eloekwork 
from  the  moiiK nt  that  oiir  artillery  ope  tud  with  the  ii\tcnse 
homhanlnieiit  deserihed  by  me  in  a  fornii  r  di^psiteh 

The  \\on(stcrs  attacked  on  the  right,  the  Wiltshires  on  the 
hit.  Over  tli(  parapet  they  halted  a  moru  iit.  and  then  went 
forward  in  a  sti  ady  and  ordered  way.  I  could  not  see  the  men 
workiujj  u]i  through  the  trenches  on  the  l(  f t  ui>til  they  sjirang 
U})  to  the  { n  st  of  the  ridjje,  but  only  thost  who  wiiit  across  the 
oj)en.  The  last  ei<,'hty  yards  was  covert  d  in  the  fpiickest  time, 
and  soon  al'tt  r  our  shell-tire  lifted  off  th*  (ierman  trench  the 
Wiltshires  and  Worccstcrs  were  in  among  the  enemy. 

Hut  not  close  together.  There  was  a  uap  of  fifty  yards 
betw«(  ri  the  two  |)arties,  and  in  order  to  g(  t  in  touch  with  each 
other  thty  bombid  left  and  right.  It  was  at  this  monunt  that 
a  company  ollicer  distinguished  himst  If  by  great  galli'.ntry. 

Th(  re  were  Prussian  (Guards  in  the  trep.eh.  and  they  fotight 
fi(rc(ly,  using  the  gap  s  a  bombing  centre.  Unless  routed 
out  this  group  of  men  might  have  spoiKd  the  attack.  The 
ollcer  saw  the  situation  in  a  flash,  and  was  (piick  to  get  a  rifle 
to  his  shouklt  r.  lie  was  a  dead  shot,  and  shot,  one  after  the 
othc  r.  five  men  who  were  trying  to  blow  him  to  bits  with  their 
hand-grenades. 

At  the  same  time  a  sergeant  scrambled  up  into  the  open, 
and  running  along  outside  the  trench  flung  his  bombs  at  the 
enemy  bt  low.  "  to  rattle  them,"  according  to  tin  description  of 
his  commanding  officer.  Anoth(  r  young  soUiier  fixed  his  Lewis 
gun  o\  (T  tlit  parajM  t  and  fired  down  into  the  trenches,  so  that  the 
eiiemy  had  to  keep  quit  t  until  our  men  were  all  round  them. 

The  strong  point  by  tin  Koenigstrasse  had  been  rushed,  and 
the  Hind*  nburg  Trench  was  ours. 


11 

Sharp  and  fierce  fighting  had  carried  the  trenches  on  the  left 
and  capturetl  a  strong  dug-out  belonging  to  the  tlerman  company 
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cniTinianders.  Here  also  the  Prussian  Guards  fou-rht  with 
irrt  :it  c()tir:ii:<\  firini,'  u])  from  their  dug-outs  and  only  surrcndcr- 
itifi  ui-.dcr  th-  nuiuice  of  inmudiate  death.  One  serrrrant  here 
orrthc  Ul't  \  .iked  about  in  the  open  'vith  a  cool  courage  and 
>}iot  twelve  Germans  who  were  sniping  from  shell-hoh  s.  The 
ground  was  already  strewn  with  their  dead,  killed  by  our 
bombardment,  and  over  this  graveyard  of  unburied  men  there 
was  bayonet  lighting  and  bombing  until  all  the  Prussians 
who  remained  alive  became  the  prisoners  of  the  VViltshires. 

There  wen-  several  ollicers  among  them  wearing  the  Iron 
Cross,  and  all  the  ollicers  and  men  wt  re  tall  fellow.-,  witi»  brand- 
mw  ecjui|)ment,  which  showed  that  they  had  just  come  into 
the  trenches. 

Two  captured  machine-gims  were  turned  against  the  enemy's 
line,  with,  tlieir  own  amnumition  ready  for  use,  and  both  the 
Wiltshires  and  the  WorceNters  sittled  down  in  the  new  line, 
badly  smashed  as  usual  by  our  shell-fire,  but  with  a  lot  of 
useful  dug-outs  still  intact,  to  hold  on  under  the  inevitable 
n  taliation  of  the  enemy's  gmis. 

All  through  the  night  there  was  a  steady  bombardment,  -  t 
nothing  of  extraordinary  ferocity.  It  was  the  usual  nigh,  s 
'strafe"  in  the  neighbourhootl  of  Thiepval,  which  is  not  really 

a  nice  f)lace. 

On  the  following  day— last  Friday— the  hostile  shell-fi  • 
increased.  Five-})oint-nines  w«rc  joined  by  eight-indurs,  and, 
as  one  of  the  ofhcers  described  it,  "  every  dtirned  thing."  It 
(luiekened  and  ..trengthened  in  intensity  imtil  towards  evening 
it  was  a  hurricane  bombardment  meaning  one  obvious  thing — 
a  counter-attack.  Our  men  were  well  down  in  the  old  German 
dug-outs,  grateful  to  their  enemy  for  digging  so  deep  arid  well, 
but  it  became  most  necessary  to  warn  our  "  luavies  "  that  the 
Prussians  were  gathering  for  a  smashing  assault. 

Uunners  wwj  sent  o'-it  to  get  back  through  the  barrage  if 
they  had  the  luck,  and  several  of  these  brave  men  tried  and 
several  failed,  dying  on  the  way.  But  one  had  more  than  human 
luck.  Owing  to  the  appalling  character  of  the  ground,  "  pitted 
and  ploughed  as  though  by  a  gigantic  harrow  "—it  is  his 
oflicer's  phrase— the  man  lost  his  sense  of  direction,  staggered 
and  stumbled  on  through  the  smoke  and  over  the  shell-craters, 
and  then— amaztd— found  himself  looking  over  a  parapet 
into  a  trench  full  of  Gemians  with  fixed  bayonets.     They  were 
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crowded  there,  those  tall  Prussians,  awaitiiij^  the  moment  to 
liinneh  tlit  ir  eonntt  r-attaek. 

The   runner   turned    baek.     Before   him   the  ind    was  a 

series  of  volcanoes,  tossed  up  by  German  she  and  British 
shells,  lie  knew  that  he  had  to  pass  throujjh  our  barrage  and 
the  enemys  barrajje.  The  chances  aj^ainst  him  W(  re  tremen- 
dous. In  Ills  e»wn  opinion  he  had  ne>  me>rc  chance  thiiu  a 
"  snowflake-  in  he  II."  But  he  ran  back,  deHij,'in!,'  this  death, 
and — came  throu^^h  untoiielud  ! 

The  "  heavies  "  did  at  last  ;^e  t  the  message-  and  were  (piick 
to  answe  r  it.  "  In  three  shakes,"  said  an  e)lllcer  of  the  Wilt- 
shires,  "  they  we  re'  smashing  the  German  lines  to  glory." 

Those  tall  Prussians  cre>weling  there-  wire'  caught  by  this 
storm.  'I'he  ir  trench  became>  a  ditehful  eif  mangled  bodies. 
Only  a  thin  wave  of  men  came  out  into  open  ce)imtry,  and  of 
these  not  many  went  back. 

The-  Prussian  counter-attack  was  killeel.  The-  Worcestcrs 
and  the  Wiltshire  s  he  Id  their  groimd  rounei  Thit-pval,  and  their 
losses  were  paid  for  heavily  by  German  blood. 


n 


~:k.^j^i^^aass&!aamiK:m--!r£tim;-jm  ^■^'^^i^m^^^-'^s^.mssmw^ 


^^^l!!P* 


'•t 


XXV 
THE  LAST  FIGHTS  IN  DEVIL'S  WOOD 


I' 


August  29 

TiiK  biirrin  promid  of  the  battlefields  was  turned  into  swamps 
this  ufttrnoon.  when  the  clouds  which  had  been  pilinj?  up  in 
•rnat  black  masses  suddenly  broke  after  a  few  warninj,'  Hashes 
nt  lightning  and  a  roll  of  thunder. 

I  have  been  watching  the  usual  artillery  bombardment  over 
the  Pozieris  Ridge  and  Thiepval,  spreading  eastward  to  the 
thin  fringe  of  High  \V(K)d,  faintly  pencilled  against  the  darkening 
5>ky.  The  guns  quickened  their  pace  at  about  three  o'clock, 
and  on  our  right  the  French  artillery  was  also  hammering  away. 
Then  the  storm  burst  and  nature,  after  all,  had  the  best  of  it, 
though  all  the  atmospheric  effects  seemed  like  a  magnificent 
plagiarism  of  our  human  chemistry  which  has  filled  the  sky 
with  darkness  and  forked  lightnings,  and  the  earth  with  high 
(\  plosives,  and  the  air  with  noise.  These  thunder-claps  ripping 
the  clouds  before  the  long  ruflle  of  their  drums,  and  the  winking 
of  the  lightning  behind  the  black  curtains  on  the  hills,  and  the 
queer,  ghastly  colours  edging  fantastically  shaped  wreaths  of 
cloud,  were  encrmovisly  like  our  miniature  tempests  of  hate. 
Nature  was  at  war  with  itself,  and  our  pop-guns  seemed  silly 
toys. 

Coming  down  to  earth  and  its  funny  ants,  called  men, 
there  has  not  been  very  much  activity  during  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours  beyond  the  work  of  the  gunners.  Between  Delville 
Wood  and  High  Wood  our  troops  captured  a  German  barricade, 
and  there  was  some  bombing  about  the  shell-craters  on  the 
way  to  Ginehy,  all  of  which  gives  us  at  last  a  strong  grip  all 
round  and  beyond  that  Devil's  Wood  where  our  men  have 
fought  so  often  and  so  hard. 
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There  seems  r)o  doubt  about  it  now,  ju(i<?iutr  from  all  I  heard 
at  an  odiei  rs'  m«ss  in  a  bif»-sized  tent  bet\vc(  i,  the  bombard- 
ment and  th(  thnn(i(r-storm,  where  a  nunilxr  of  young  ollicers 
told  nie  incidents  of  the  recent  fijihtinf»  there. 


It  was  on  Aiijiust  24,  as  T  have  described  already  in  a  brief 
way,  that  the  big  "shove"  was  made  all  roirid  this  beastly 
wood  and  out  of  it  on  the  east  side,  wlure  the  Germans  still 
had  sonu'  strong  posts  and  shell-tratc  r*-  .lud  msic-hiue-guns. 

The  troops  engaged  were  mostly  of  Knulish  regiments,  with 
one  body  of  Scots,  and  they  all  did  splendidly  in  spite  of  the 
tragic  charaet<T  of  the  ground  and  the  inti  ii^ity  of  the  enemy's 
barrage.  Aeeidt  nts  happened  now  and  then.  At  one  point 
of  the  advance  the  German  wire  was  uncut,  and  only  eight 
men  could  get  through.  They  killed  eleven  Germans  in  the 
craters  beyond  thi-m,  and  stayed  there  till  dusk,  and  came 
back. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  wood  the  troops  were  hammered 
by  shell-hre,  but  "  stuck  "  it  ojit,  and  went  forward  marvel- 
lously, uruler  th{  protection  f)f  their  own  slu  ll-fire,  while  our 
machine-guns  kept  the  enemy's  heads  down  by  a  stream  of 
machine-gun  bullets — a  million  of  them — which  "  watered  " 
his  trenches. 

There  was  but  little  hand  fighting  here.  Many  Germans 
were  f«>und  dead  in  their  muck-heaps  which  were  once  trenches. 
Four  of  th(  ni  ran  forward  to  surrender  so  furiously  that  they 
scared  one  of  our  men,  who  ran  too.  until  he  realized  their 
intention  and  took  them  prisoner.  Another  came  running 
ft)rward  and  was  seized  by  the  throat  by  an  oHicer,  who  was 
suspicious  of  his  intention  in  the  heat  of  the  moment. 

There  was  also  a  bull-pup  who  came  over  and  is  now  enjoying 
bully-beef. 

Farther  on  the  right  there  was  great  fighting  to  thrust  the 
enemy  out  of  his  last  ditch  in  Delville  Wood  and  to  get  acrosji 
the  ground  to  the  cast  of  it. 

The  enemy  fought  with  high  courage,  and  there  were  many 
bonibiiig  tiuels,  in  which  one  of  our  sirgeants  caught  German 
bombs  before  they  burst  and  flung  them  back  again — which 
is  not  an  easy  trick  to  learn.     A  Lewis  gun  was  thrust  up  verj' 
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rpiioklv  to  a  German  post  where  a  machinc-Run  was  concealed 
in  a  slull-cratcr  and  played  its  hose  on  the  team  who  refused 
tn  surrender.  Out  of  one  such  strong  point — a  nest  of  craters — 
iifty-four  Prussians  came  up  with  the  usual  ,hout  of  surrender 
wh<  n  our  bombintj  parties  had  surrounded  them. 

K^try  man  fought  with  reckless  courage.  The  wotmded 
(inieirs  carried  back  on  stretchers  brought  the  latest  news  to 
the  ir  brigadier,  and  said,  "  We're  doing  jolly  well,  sir,"  or 
(xplained  the  diHieult  bits  of  work  in  hand. 

The  stretcher-oearers  went  o>it  through  the  heaviest  fire 
a!id  searched  for  the  wounded  with  great  self-sacritice.  One 
man  of  the  R.A.M.C.  was  out  there,  over  this  frightful  groimd, 
for  twenty  hours  at  a  stretch,  saving  many  men,  untired  till 
the  last. 

One  qiieer  horror  was  seen.  Some  German  sentries  were 
found  ti< (1  to  posts,  and  one  man  stoo<l  thire  without  a  head, 
which  had  been  blown  off  by  a  shell.  It  se«med  some  awful 
form  of  field  punishment,  perhaps  for  nu-n  who  had  tried 
to  d(sert.      Nearly  400  prisoners  were   taken  altogether  that 

dav. 

Thty  had  fought  bravely— once  they  had  the  pride  of 
Prussians.  liut  now  many  of  them  were  utterly  broken,  and 
one  oflicer,  when  he  was  questioned,  could  only  wring  his 
hands  and  moan  about  the  awful  losses  of  his  company. 

It  was  fighting  which  continued  the  tradition  of  Devil's 
WockI— where  horror  and  heroism  have  gone  hand  in  hand. 


8 

September  2 

The  enemy's  attempt  to  recover  some  of  his  lost  ground 
around  Delville  Wood  has  been  very  costly  to  him,  and  has 
f)nly  succeecUd  in  two  places  in  forcing  our  men  back  a  little 
way,  in  spite  of  the  self-sacrifice  of  those  German  soldiers  who 
obeyed  orders  and  came  across  a  foul  ground  through  the 
curtain-fire  of  our  guns,  and  fell,  as  they  knew  they  must 
fall. 

So  we  go  back  to  Devil's  Wood  again,  and  the  name  of  its 
Ixasthness  nnisl  be  written  down  oprc  more  as  a  place  where 
more  dead  lit  among  those  who  have  lain  there  long,  and  where 
once   more   shell-fire   is   smashing  through   the   charred   tree- 
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stumps  and  })itmu  great  chunks  of  wood  out  of  sturdy  old  trunks 
still  stiiiiding  in  this  shambles. 

It  will  he  rememhered,  perhaps,  how  in  the  last  h\ff  fijjhtinir 
here  more  than  a  week  ajfo  our  men  thrust  our  lines  out  beyorul 
the  wood,  al>ovc  the  orchard  trench  of  Lon<»ucval  and  the 
sunken  mad  to  IIif,'h  Wood,  and  captured  the  enemy's  las 
stroiif,'  point  in  tiie  north-east  corner  of  the  wockI,  and  chased 
the  enemy  out  of  a  network  of  trenches  zitj/airyini?  away  from 
the  wood  towards  Guinchy.  Something  like  400  prisoners 
were  taken  then,  and  in  knocking  out  machine-gun  posts,  in 
bombing  the  enemy  out  of  small  redoubts,  and  sweeping  across 
fround  pittid  with  shell-craters  in  which  lay  stubborn  Germans 
sniping  our  men  as  they  passed,  every  (piality  of  courage  and 
the  fighting  spirit  was  shown  by  our  troops  engaged. 

It  was  good  to  get  about  beyond  the  Devil's  \Vo(kI,  and  our 
■len  ridug  their  trenches  outside  it  with  a  willing  industry. 
Then  by  bad  luck  the  rain  came,  and  heavy  clouds  gathered 
and  broke,  slashed  by  lightning,  and  flooded  the  battlefields. 

It  was  hard  luek  on  newly  made  trenches  and  on  the  men 
who  had  dug  them.  I  think  it  is  difficult  for  people  at  home 
to  understand  the  meaning  of  big  rain  in  this  war  of  ours; 
the  very  sandbags  come  slipping  off  the  parapets,  and  parajx-ts 
•ome  falling  on  to  the  firestcps,  and  rivers  come  rushing  down 
the  boggy  ditches. 

Riflts  drop  and  get  caked  with  wet  mud.  Hand-grenades 
disappi'ar  into  the  quagmire.  To  get  supplies  up  narrow 
ditches  is  tiring  to  the  point  of  sheer  exhaustion.  So  our  men 
were  tired — "  fed-up  "  with  the  weather,  as  they  would  put 
it — when  the  enemy  began  to  bombard  thini,  not  in  the  usual 
way  of  a  war-day's  work,  but  furiously,  with  a  storm  of  hate. 

For  three  hours  the  bombardment  went  on  and  increased 
in  violence.  The  front  trenches  had  been  lightly  held,  and  the 
men  there  held  on  until  there  were  no  trenches,  but  only  shell* 
craters  and  a  wild  tipheaval  of  wet  earth.  The  enemy  believed, 
perhaps,  that  they  had  finished  all  our  life  in  those  muck- 
heaps. 

German  soldiers  ordered  to  advance  may,  for  a  few  mimites, 
have  bolstered  up  their  courage  by  the  thought  that  their 
gims  had  done  most  of  the  work.  Not  longer  ihun  that.  When 
the  first  wave  of  the  118th  German  regiment  came  out  of  their 
shell-craters  and   ditches  they  came   full  into  the  face  of  a 
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(Icidly  JiiachiiU'-gun  firt',  and  ur.dcr  a  grtat  barniyc   of  high 

t  Nj)ll)slVl'S. 

If  was  thf  firi'  of  our  machiric-cfiiiiiurs  which  killtd  most  of 
\h<  til.     They  fill  as  if  swept  down  by  invisible  scythes. 

The  s(  cond  wave  came — not  in  a  sta!i<liny  line,  as  peo[)le 
riiMV  iniayine,  b\it  in  little  bnnch(s  or  jiroups,  and  sin/.;ly, 
.■.tiiinblinjr  ir<  and  out  of  shell-holes,  in  short  rushes,  leaping,' to 
:i\(ii(l  shdl-bursts,  b\it  not  retreatinij  one  bit  from  the  death 
tli;it  waited  for  them.  The  second  German  wave  was  wiped 
(.i;t. 

A  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  wave  advanced,  and  though  many 
cf  fluse  men  fell,  and  the  waves  became  minglid  and  confused 
ill  tlitir  tide,  there  were  cnotifih  to  reach  the  place  where 
iMir  lines  had  been,  and  too  many  at  the  time  for  our  men, 
uhi)  had  been  sorely  tried  to  dispute  the  foremost  shell-craters 
\\\\\\  tlum. 

Our  troops  had  to  fall  back  in  one  or  two  places  alonj?  ti.e 
triiiLrc  of  Dclville  Wood  and  behind  the  line  of  the  sunken 
nad  westward.  But  the  enemy  did  not  f,'ain  the  ground  round 
the  wood.  Even  where  he  had  damag«d  our  trenches  most 
we  held  stroiifj  posts,  machine-yuns  in  convenient  shell-holes, 
.111(1  small  {groups  of  brave  lellows  in  isolated  bits  of  trench 
kri  piiifT  their  bombs  and  rifles  dry. 

DiirintT  the  nipht  also  our  men  bombf  d  out  parties  of  Germans 
in  a  portion  of  the  sunken  road,  and  regained  the  bit  of  ground 
fur  which  the  enemy  had  paid  so  high  a  price  in  blood. 

To-day  there  was  a  blue  sky  again  over  the  battli  lields,  and 
tlic  siudight  lay  ov(  r  the  ghastly  ruin  of  all  those  villages  and 
\No(  ((Hands. 

A  gn  at  day  for  the  gunners,  O  God  !  .  .  .  They  made  the 
niost  of  it,  and  I  watched  the  bombardment  piling  up  the 
Cdliinuis  of  smoke  and  earth  between  Thi(3pval  and  High  Wood, 
aii(i  a  fierce  German  barrage  between  Mametz  Wood  and  the 
l^a/eiitins. 

Heavy  "crumps"  were  bursting  also  away  back  by  Contal- 
niaiM)n,  and  onee  the  Virgin  of  Albert  was  hidden  in  a  smoke- 
cloud  which  rose  from  the  ruins  about  it. 

The  sun  gleamed  on  all  our  kite-balloons  hastening  forward 
in  the  blu  to  v.atch  the  tntiiiV's  lines.  TirV  v.ifc  dazzHlig 
^vhile,  t!i(  se  "  ruperts  "  of  the  sky,  and  above  and  about  them 
flashed  our  battle-planes  going  over  the  enemy's  country. 
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Cf.'isik'ssly  tlu'  infcnml  clangor  of  prcat  U"""'  banticd  over 
the  hills,  arid  the  slvlls  went  whiniiitr  ov*  rhc.ul.  The  nicmy 
wjis  ycttitiy  tlif  worst  of  it,  if  I  could  jiidjjc  from  the  yr«*Ht(r 
Wfiyht  of  our  lK)nil)iirdiiufit,  but  liis  ^juns  were  also  hani  at 
work,  at  lofiy  ranjjc  beyond  Ciraudcourt  and  Flrrs,  Uv  ilunn 
out  a  (|uantily  of  yas-shclls — and  tlir  sun  shotu-  down  upon 
all  these  little  busy  Ways  of  men,  and  the  (kids  were  lliKxlcd 
with  a  fjolden  li;,'ht. 
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To-day,  Sundiiy,  St-ptimbcT  3,  many  of  our  troops  have  bt-en 
t'liiriifjc-d  in  hard  (iyhtiujj. 

rhf  main  facts  of  these  battles  will  be  told  ofTicially  b<-fore 
what  I  have  to  write  is  published — the  capture  of  Guilleniont, 
the  advance  at  least  as  far  as  half-way  throu^'h  the  viilatfe  of 
(iinchy,  the  takinji  of  fjround  eastwards  beyond  Moiupiet  Farm 
— and  put  even  as  briefly  as  that  it  will  be  known  by  people 
at  home  that  our  men  have  again  gone  for\.'ard  in  a  great 
attack  and  fought  tremendously. 

Again  all  this  countryside  above  the  Somme  has  been  tilled 
with  those  scenes  of  war  which  I  have  described  so  often  sinco 
tiiat  morning  of  July  1  when  we  began  the  great  attack, 
pictures  of  a  day  of  battle  when  many  tr(x>ps  are  engaged, 
and  when  thi-  })ouer  of  our  artillery  is  concentrated  in  a  tremen- 
dous endeavour — stabs  of  fire  from  the  muzzles  of  many  gvins, 
smoke-clouds  rising  above  the  ridges  of  the  hills  and  lying 
dense  in  the  valleys,  the  bloody  trail  of  the  walking  wounded, 
groups  of  prisoners  tramping  down,  ambulance  convoys  swirling 
through  quiet  lanes,  bandaged  men  in  casualty  clearing-stations 
or  sitting  in  harvest-fields  behind  the  lines  waiting  for  the  Red 
Cross  trains,  guns  going  up,  ammunition  columns  crawling 
forward,  transport,  mules,  motor-cars,  field-guns,  troops — • 
everywhere  the  movement  of  a  great  day  of  war. 
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Looking  back  on  to-day's  battle-pictures  two  of  them  rise 
before  me  now  as  I  wTite,  most  vividly.     One  of  them  was  just 
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ii  sriioki -picture  as  I  stand  down  into  the  lntiliiii»  heart  of  it; 
(aiildruii  tills  riioriiinu'.  I  ^vas  in  an  artillir\  ol)s(r\  at  ion-post 
J'roni  uhieli  on  ordinary  days  one  may  sic  tacli  sin  II  bnrsi 
aliove  the  rnins  of  'riii»'|)val  and  the  rat!<;ed  treis  of  its  v\o(k1i 
and  the  hroki  ii  row  of  ap|)le-trees,  and  a  charred  stick  or  twi 
of  .Moiujuet  Farm,  and  Ix  yond,  very  dearly  on  the  rid^je,  tin 
conical  hase  of  the  wnidmill  al»o\e  I'o/.ieres. 

To-day  one  conld  s(c  nolliinir  (tf  this.  Nothirij;  at  all  bill 
a  Inirlv-hnrly  of  smoke,  hiack  risin;;  in  colnrjins  throiivrh  whiti 
white  lloatini:  tliroiiyh  anil  a!)o\(  lilack.  and  all  mo\  in;^  am 
writhiiiL,'.     That  was  when-  our  nwri  w<  re  ii!,'litin<,'. 

That  was  all  (lie  jiictiire  of  this  s|ruL,';r!e,  jnst  smoke  am 
mist.  Thousands  of  shells  were  hurst ini:  there,  hut  one  coiilr 
sec  no  separati'  sin  ll-hiirst  ;  no  sinu'le  Inmian  figure  (hKlgiiis; 
death  t)r  nnetini,'  it.  So  I  .stcMnl  and  stan  tl  and  listened.  l! 
was  like  a  world  in  cotillict. 

'J'he  noise  of  tlie  j^'uns  was  tense,  'i'lie  hammer-strokes  oi 
each  t  x[)losion  met  ( ach  oth(  r  stroke,  and  yave  out  an  enorinoii^ 
ciant^or.  Dante  lookin;/  down  into  InlVrno  may  have  seen 
somethiriL'  like  this,  and  would  ii<it  ha\  (  In  ard  such  a  noiv, 
It  was  most  like  the  spirit  of  war  of  anything'  I  have  seen,  aii'i 
I  have  s(  en  men  go  forward  and  fall,  and  watclud  their  singk 
adventures. 

The  otiur  picture  was  more  human  and  h  ss  frii,ditfiil,  thonph 
sad  and  tra<,'ic  and  wonderful.  It  was  a  li<  Id  In  hind  the  hattlf 
lines,  into  which  the  "  walking  wounded  "  first  came  dowr 
after  their  escape  from  those  fires  farther  up.  It  was  a  harvest- 
field  with  rows  of  neat  corn-stooks  tuar  a  wood  in  heavy  foliage, 
in  spite  of  shells  which  came  from  tinu'  to  time  to  break  the 
branclus.  Some  wounded  nun  lay  about  on  the  stubble, 
Others  came  limj):i.g  i)etwcen  the  corn-stooks,  with  their  arm: 
about  the  n(  cks  of  stronger  comrades. 

Horse  and)ulanccs  halted  by  the  side  of  the  road,  and  groups 
of  Hid  Cross  nu  n  ran  forward  and  brought  back  very  slowly 
stretchers  heavily  laden  with  human  bundles,  who  were  laid 
by  the  side  of  those  who  coidd  sit  uj)  with  their  backs  to  the 
wheat-sheaves.  Many  of  the  men's  facts  were  caked  with 
blood.  There  was  every  kind  of  wouml  except  the  worst, 
l^it  men  witli  baiulaged  heads  c;i!!ed  out  to  (stb.ers  wh.o  came 
with  their  arms  in  slings,  and  men  gone  lame  gossiped  with 
men  whose  jackets  had  been  cut  siway  at  the  shoulder — and 
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I  ;i\v  iiL'ain  the  woiulcr  that  (iiu-  alwuys  mis  after  hattlc.  wliiih 
!•  til''  ilici  rl'iiliK  ss  of  nil  II  will  I  arc  not  tiK»  far  'foiu'  to  hit  If  lluir 
ji.uii,  tlh-  C()ura;if  of  the  Hiitisli  sohlitr.  whit-i.  Im  Mibliinc. 

'1  h(  re  \v«n-  a  ti  \v  miii  thi  rt-  from  whom  one's  t  vts  playtd 
th'  toward,  hut  it  was  ^'immI  to  s»f  tlu-  hu|fj)iiu  <s  of  thosf  who 
liad  romc  out  of  th<'  /oiir  of  tltath  into  this  harvt  st-lirl»l,  wluri- 
tii(ii-  was  sjifi  ty  cxci  pt  for  chanci-  sin  lis.  (inns  wtn-  liriiij^ 
ail  round  th<  III.  IJiit  thiv  wi-rc  our  yiins.  Tin  st  nun  wt-rc 
!iir  h»  HMs  of  ii  i^nat  day  of  hattlc,  and  tiny  had  Iki  n  loiichrd 
1  V  liri'.  but  had  not  In  (  it  burnt  in  thr  furnacrs  to  which  tlicy 
ii.ul  iTunc  before  llu-  diiwn.     Thty  liad  had  ail  the  luek. 

3 

it  is  too  s<M)n  to  tt  11  the  story  of  this  day.  Our  nun  are 
>tiil  tiu'litiiit*  as  the  sun  yoes  down  this  (\«niiiL,'  with  a  red 
L'liiw  in  the  sky  aftt  r  a  sliarp  burst  of  rain.  In  those  wet  and 
Imkiri  ditches,  which  we  call  treiiclu  s,  north-cast  Ixvond 
.MMU(|iut  Farm,  and  on  the  ritiht  by  Guilleinont,  tiie  enemy 
is  si  ill  Ijeiny  routed  out  of  sheil-crati  rs  and  trying  to  rally  to 
riiuiiti  r-atltifks,  and  the  German  j^uns  are  llinuinj,'  out  i);'.rra^es 
fti  drive  our  men  i)ack  if  tliey  can.  At  tliis  hour,  win  n  all  is 
eoiifiised  and  uncertain  except  tlie  niuin  facts  that  w«'  have 
taken  Guillemont  and  part  of  Ginchy,  and  far  beyond  Moue|uet, 
with  great  news  from  the  Frencli  on  our  rit,'ht---the  capture  of 
llery  and  1500  prisoners — I  can  give  only  a  few  glimpses  of 
the  incidents  of  all  this  fighting. 

On  the  left  our  attack  was  made  oi»  the  (>erman  lines  north 
and  south  of  the  .\ncre.  Our  troops  went  over  their  parajjets 
this  tiiorning  almost  before  the  first  glimmer  of  dawn  had 
liL'htened  the  sky.  They  could  only  see  the  ground  immediately 
I 'I  lore  them,  and  it  was,  of  course,  pitted  with  shell-craters, 
'lid  and  new.  The  new  craters  had  just  been  made  by  our 
hurricane  bombardment,  which  had  laid  the  enemy's  {xtrapets 
in  shapeless  ruin,  killing  a  great  number  of  Germans  in  what 
had  been  their  trenches.  Their  light  signals  called  to  their 
gunners,  and  at  the  very  instant  our  men  came  into  the  open 
an  accurate  barrage  swept  our  lines.  Hut  the  men  were  uway, 
and  !!>;  far  .as  !  heard  from  theni  thin  morning  the  line  on  the 
left  did  not  suffer  uncommonly  in  the  scramble  across  No 
Man's  Land. 
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A  iiiiiiiMi  T  of  them  forcrd  their  way  into  and  thronj.'h  the 
•  tif  niy's  lirst  and  scconti  lines,  bayorutini^  tlie  Clermans  who 
tri»  »l  to  i\>-ist  thenj.  and  elearin^'  the  firound  of  strong  snipers 
and  iii;u-hine-jrnnners.  They  fou<,'ht  — these  En^'Usli  country 
fellows-  in  heroic  style  to  the  south  of  the  riviT.  The  enemy's 
inaehine-^MiiiiK  rs  phived  an  enfilade  (ire  upon  the  successful 
troops  across  tin-  Ancre,  and  the  enemy's  artillery  was  able  to 
concentrate  on  this  ground.  Ours  held  on  1o  the  German 
s"cond  line  a<:aiiist  this  overwhelming  liri-  with  a  most  stubborn 
endurance,  but  afterwards  when  a  body  of  I'russiaiis  advanced 
to  a  counter-attack  drew  back  to  f,'et  into  line  ayain  with  the 
nu'ii  on  their  ri},'ht,  south  of  the  river. 

"  It  was  the  sliell-fire  which  made  our  position  untenable," 
said  one  e)f  the  ollicers  who  had  been  liu'litinj,'  here.  "  But  ih 
any  case  we  put  a  larf»e  number  of  Uoehes  out  of  action,  and 
tliat  is  always  worth  doini,'.  and  brin<,'s  the  end  of  the  war  a 
little  closer  '"' 


Much  more  lucky  and  \aluablc  was  the  advance  made  by 
Australian  tnxips  upon  Mouquet  Farm.  These  men  knew  the 
«»round  intimately,  and  had  already  penetrated  the  ruins  of 
the  farm  by  a  strong  patrol,  which  Wi  nt  in  and  out  some  days 
afjo,  bringing  back  some  prisoners,  as  I  described  at  the  time. 
They  were  conlident  that  they  could  do  the  same  thing  again, 
though  the  site  of  the  farm  might  be  dillicult  to  hold  against 
hostile  hrc.     Our  gnns  did  not  fail  them  this  morning. 

One  of  these  clean-cut  Australian  boys  with  those  fine, 
steady,  truth-telling  eyes  which  look  so  straiijht  at  one  even 
after  a  ner\  e-breaking  ordeal  of  fire,  toUl  me  to-day  that  the 
bombardment  preceding  their  attack  was  the  greatest  thinj; 
he  has  evt  r  heard,  though  he  has  fought  under  many  of  thcni 
hereabouts. 

"Our  shells  rushed  over  us,"  he  said,  "with  a  strange,  loud, 
ringing  noise  which  pierced  one's  ear-drums  with  a  violent 
\ibration.  It  was  just  marvellous."  But  the  enemy's  guns 
were  powerful  too,  and  he  replied  tremendously  as  soon  as 
our  own  "  liftid  "  and  lengthened  their  fuses. 

The  way  across  No  Man's  I^nd,  Mhich  was  about  200  yavds, 
I  think,  was  a  passiige  jjcrilous.  There  v. as  uu  ieVcl  grounu 
anywlun,  not  a  foot  of  it.     It  was  all  shell-holes.     Our  men 
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fdl  111  aiid  scrambled  out  and  fell  in  afjaiii.  Some  of  the  lioles 
\v<  ri  full  of  water  and  mud,  and  men  plunged  up  to  their  arm- 
l)ils  and  were  btj^cfed. 

Tlure  was  nothing  in  the  way  of  trenches  to  take.  The 
(Annans  were  holding  lines  of  shell-craters.  In  these  deep 
pits  they  had  fixed  their  machine-guns,  and  were  scattered 
nil  about  in  isolated  groups,  with  little  stores  of  bombs,  and 
rilles  kept  dry  somehow.  It  was  extraordinarily  dilFicult  to 
uttaek  such  a  position  because  there  was  no  definite  line. 

The  Australians  found  themselves  sniped  by  machine-guns — 
liorrible  little  spasms  of  bullets — from  unknown  quarters,  to 
flic  right  and  left,  even  behind  them.  By  the  time  the  line 
nf  Mouquet  Farm  was  reached  the  battle  was  broken  up  into 
:i  iiiunber  of  separate  encounters  between  small  parties  of 
Australians  and  small  parties  of  Prussians. 

There  were  bombing  duels  between  one  man  and  another 
o\-er  a  shell-hole.  Prussians  sniped  Australians  and  Australians 
Prussians  at  short  range  from  the  cover  of  craters. 

Hut  in  spite  of  all  this  hugger-mugger  fighting  the  Australians 
pushed  forward,  and  advanced  parties  went  into  Mouquet 
i'arni  and  200  yards  beyond  it  on  the  other  side.  Mouquet 
Farm — or  '"  Moo-cow  "  and  "  Muckie  "  Farm,  as  it  is  variously 
called — only  exists  as  a  name.  Of  the  farm  buildings  there  is 
nothing  left  but  some  blackened  beams  no  higher  than  one  of 
the  Australian  boys. 

The  enemy,  however,  had  his  usual  dug-outs  here,  tunnelled 
<l(ip  and  strongly  protected  with  timbers  and  cement.  Into 
one  of  these  went  a  group  of  Australians,  ready  for  a  fight,  and 
Were  surprised  to  find  the  place  empty  of  human  life.  It  was 
'jiiiet  there  out  of  the  shell-fire,  and  it  was  pleasant  to  be  in 
tlu'  cool  dark  room,  away  from  the  battle.  The  men  searched 
abt>ut  and  found  cigars,  which  they  lit  and  smoked. 

"'  Good  work  !  "  said  a  boy. 

As  he  spoke  the  words  there  was  a  scuttle  of  feet  and  dark 
ligures  appeared  in  the  entranceway.  They  were  Germans, 
and  an  ollieer  among  them  said  :  "  Surrender  !  "  *'  Surrender 
la-  liamned  !  "  shouted  the  Australians.  "  Surrender  your- 
selves." 

Hombs  were  flung  on  both  sides,  but  other  Australians  came 
i.p,  aiid  it  was  the  Gernialis  who  bUrrenderecl.  I  saw  one  of 
them  to-day,  sitting  on  the  grass  and  smoking  a  pipe  among 
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some  of  Iiis  comrades,  who  lay  wounded  among  the  men  who 
had  htljnd  to  (  iptiirc  thrni. 

Othd'  du};-o\it,s  were  being  searched,  and  otlicr  prisoners 
were  taken — how  many  is  still  uncertain.  But  what  is  quite 
certain  is  that  the  Australians  have  taken  groimd  beyond 
Moucjuet  t'arni  to  the  east  and  defeated  Germany's  best  tro^ips 
— the  1st  Reyiment  of  the  Prussian  Guards  Reserve. 

They  were  sturdy  and  fiiie-looking  men,  as  I  saw  some  of 
thuu  to-day,  and  they  did  not  hide  their  joy  at  being  ahv: 
and  well  treated  as  wound?d  prisoners.  One  of  them  s^^oke 
(^uite  fretly,  and  answered  all  questions  put  to  him,  though 
with  what  truth  it  is  diflicult  to  judge. 

I  think  he  told  the  truth,  according  to  the  knowledge  that 
had  been  given  to  him  and  the  lessons  taught  him  by  his  war 
lords.  One  of  his  most  startling  statements,  which  he  made 
quite  definitely,  is  that  the  Gerr.nan  Emperor  has  issued  a 
proclamation  to  his  troops,  declai'ing  that  there  will  be  no 
winter  campaign. 

With  regard  to  the  coming  in  of  Rumania,  he  said  that  it 
did  not  surprise  them,  as  they  had  expected  it  for  a  long  time. 
'■  It  will  make  no  difference  to  the  real  war,"  he  said.  He 
disclaimed  that  there  was  any  shortage  of  food  in  Germany, 
and  as  for  the  soldiers,  said  :  "  At  least  the  Prussian  Guards 
feed  well.  I  had  two  eggs  for  breakfast.  It  is  the  same  with 
all  o»ir  men." 

In  the  captured  districts  of  France,  the  French  people,  he 
says,  live  on  good  terms  with  the  Pnu.sian  soldiers,  but  do  not 
hke  the  Bavarians,  who  are  rude  fellows.  "  They  were  glad 
to  see  us  back  from  Russia,"  he  added. 

They  seem  to  have  been  brought  back  hurriedly  from  Russia 
to  resist  our  offensive,  and  one  man  to  whom  I  spoke  a  few 
words — a  house-painter  in  Berlin  in  days  of  peace — told  me 
that  he  had  only  been  here  in  France  since  the  early  days  of 
July.  He  said  that  the  war  was  far  worse  in  France  than  in 
Russia,  because  of  the  intensity  of  artillery  fire.  "  We  are 
weary  of  it  all,"  he  said.  "  Our  people  are  weary  of  it.  The 
world  is  weary  of  it." 

"  And  you  are  glad  to  be  out  of  it  ?  "  1  asked. 
He  smiled,  and  said,  "  It  is  good  to  be  here." 
The   Australians  were  giving  their  tobacco  to   these  men, 
and  there  was  no  sign  of  hatred  between  them.     It  seems  that 
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the  Prussian  CJuard  behaved  well  to-day  with  regard  to  the 
wounded  and  the  stretcher-bearers.  After  the  battle  the 
bearers  went  out  all  across  No  Man's  Land  to  rescue  the  wounded 
and  we  allowed  the  same  privilege  to  the  enemy,  so  that  parties 
of  Germans  and  British  came  close  to  each  other  in  this  work 
of  rescue,  and  there  was  no  sniping. 

With  regard  to  the  Guilleniont  fighting  I  can  write  very 
little,  as  the  battle  there  began  only  at  midday  and  I  could 
not  get  in  that  direction.  But  I  learn  that  in  co-operation 
with  the  French,  who  were  advancing  magnificently  from  the 
south,  and  who  had  linked  up  with  us  near  Angle  Wood,  our 
troops  fought  their  way  forward  from  Arrow  Head  Copse  by 
way  of  a  maze  of  little  saps  which  had  been  dug  all  about 
here.  They  went  straight  through  Guillemont,  knocking  out 
machine-gun  pasts  and  clearing  out  dug-outs,  and  established 
themselves  on  the  Sunken  Road  from  Ginchy.  The  Prussian 
Guard  put  up  a  big  fight  near  Falfemont  Farm,  but  suffered 
great  losses.  The  other  German  regiments  against  us  were 
the  73rd,  76th,  and  164th. 

Fighting  still  goes  on,  and  the  exact  issue  is  uncertain,  but 
at  he  end  of  this  Sunday  the  advantage  of  the  day  lies  with 
us,  and  the  enemy  has  submitted  to  heavy  blows. 
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September  4 
In  my  dispatch  yesterday  describinjr  tlie  very  Jicavy  fiyhting 
at  several  jiarts  of  the  line,  I  was  unable  to  <jive  sulficicnt 
prominence  to  the  greatest  success  of  the  day,  and  one  of 
tlie  best  aehieviments  since  the  beginning  of  the  battles  of 
the  Sommt'. 

That  we  hold  Guillemont  safely  and  surely  I  had  the  luck 
to  see  for  myself  to-day  when  from  neighbouring  trenches 
I  looked  into  the  ruin  of  the  place — strangely  f^uiet  this  after- 
noon apart  from  a  few  German  "  crumps  " — and  saw  that  our 
men  were  holding  the  Sunken  Road  500  yards  farther  on  before 
they  made  an  attack  which  has  given  us  Wedge  Wood  and 
groiuid  to  tlie  north  of  Balfemont  Farm. 

Yesterday's  attack  at  midday  was  wonderfully  good.  Our 
men  went  forward  steadily  in  waves  after  a  hurricane  fire  from 
a  great  mass  of  British  guns.  By  some  curious  chance  the 
enemy  does  not  seem  to  have  expected  an  attack  at  the  exact 
hour  it  happened.  They  may  have  thought  that  they  had 
baulked  it  by  their  own  bombardment  on  our  lines  and  behind 
them  when  they  flung  over  10,000  gas-shells,  whose  poisonous 
vaj)Our  floated  over  the  ground  for  hours.  They  know  now  to 
their  cost  that  they  did  not  thwart  the  advance  of  our  troops. 

The  enemy's  machine-guns  swept  the  groiuid  with  a  rush  of 
bullets,  but  our  men  took  cover  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
dips  and  hollows  of  the  earth— chaotic  after  long  weeks  of 
shelling — and  came  along  quite  quickly  to  the  outskirts  of  the 
mined  village.  A  quarry  there,  in  the  centre  of  the  western 
edge,  had  been  entered  and  held  for  a  day  or  two  by  British 
troops,  but  it  was  no  longer  in  our  hands  and  hud  to  be  retaken. 
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On  the  cds;<'  of  the  villajic  also,  on  the  wrsUrn  and  southern 
vidcs,  the  Citrniiins  |j;ul  built  tliiir  1>  st  dug-rmts,  inonths  ago. 
before  our  <runs  concintratcd  their  lire  here,  so  that  tliey  had 
plenty  of  lime  to  build  tluni  deep  and  build  them  strong,  in 
panel  thtm,  and  roof  them  with  conerete,  and  to  furnish  them 
( on  1  fort  ably,  and  to  deectrate  them  with  pictures  from  German 
newspapers  and  post  cards  from  home. 

Our  assanltin<»  troops  were  in  and  about  those  (hi!:j-outs  in 
the  (irst  wave,  and  halted  here  to  see  that  no  enemies  should 
niuain  in  hidint;  to  attaek  them  from  the  rear.  Underground 
there  was  not  much  liyhtini,'.  A  few  proud  men  refused  to 
surrender,  or  did  not  surrender  quickly  enoufjh.  Most  of  them 
j,'ave  themselves  up  easily  and  j:favc  no  trouble  in  beinjj  mar- 
shalled back,  so  that  something  like  GOO  mi-n  belonging  to  the 
finest  German  troops  arc  now  behind  our  lines — o\it  of  it  for 
good,  and  rejoicing  in  their  luck  of  life. 

Half'  :\n  hour  afterwards,  joined  by  supporting  troops,  the 
Hritish  line  advanced  to  the  Sunken  Road,  where  other  German 
soldiers  were  caj)tured,  and  found  here  a  line  defensive  position 
all  ready  for  them,  aicjr  a  little  work  in  reorganizing  the  shelter. 

From  that  point  a  number  of  men  went  forward  again  to  an 
attaek  on  Falfemont  Farm,  but  this  was  too  far  for  one  day's 
work,  and  they  wen-  lu-ld  on  the  outskirts  of  the  wood — poor 
wood  of  '•  strafed  "  trees  ! — by  an  immediate  coimter-attack 
from  the  Prussian  Guard.  For  one  of  the  rare  times  in  this  war 
th''  Germans  faced  British  bayonets,  and  stood  to  their  ground 
so  stoutly  that  they  were  able  to  maintain  their  position. 

So  the  battle  ended  yesterday  with  the  ca{)ture  of  Guillemont, 
which  was  good  enough,  and  our  line  strongly  eiitrenched  along 
the  Sunken  Road. 
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Ttj-day  I  saw  another  attack  upon  Falfemont  Farm  and  our 
capture  of  the  VVetlge  Wood.  Everywhere  along  the  way 
which  leads  to  the  country  between  Ilardecourt  and  Maurepas 
(here  is  a  great  desolation. 

The  Sunken  Road  led  down  from  Guillemont  to  Wedge  Wood 
iu  the  hollow.  British  soldiers  held  the  Sunken  Road,  Germans 
^vere  m   Wetlge  Wotid. 

Striking  up  from  that  small  solitary  copse  of  naked  sticks 
wi  re  two  white  chalky  trenches  in  an  obtuse  angle  with  the 
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opcx  nearest  to  VVcfJfjc  Wood  and  the  broad  base  up  the 
sloping  ground  towards  Leuzc  Wood  on  the  ridpc  above. 
And  lialf-way  down  the  slope  to  the  rifjht  of  the  triangle 
tronehcs  was  Falftniont  Farm,  without  a  sign  of  a  farm, 
but  marked  by  a  number  of  tree-stems  stuck  up  like  telephone- 
poles. 

A  little  after  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  saw  our  men  in 
the  open.  They  eame  up  suddenly,  as  thoti<;h  by  a  spellword, 
alonj;  the  line  of  the  Sunken  Road  and  southwards  below 
Falfcmont  Farm,  advancing  northwards  to  that  place. 

The  men  advanced  in  waves.  I  saw  the  left  waves  surging 
down  into  Wedtre  Wood.  Some  of  them  wa\ered  a  little,  then 
fell.  Grouf)s  fell,  not  dead  or  wounded,  but  getting  below  the 
>treain  of  bullets  yard-hiifh  over  the  ground.  The  small  copse 
was  soon  crowded  with  Hritish  soldiers.  They  seemed  to  be 
in  a  kind  of  scrinuuage,  and  out  of  the  middle  of  it  came  presently 
a  com|)aet  little  body  of  men. 

"  (ieniian  i)risoners,  right  enough — and  well  done  !  "  said  an 
officer  by  njy  side. 

I  followed  the  advance  of  the  southern  waves  towards 
Falfcmont  Farm.  They  went  on  slowly  and  steadily,  and  had 
a  long  way  to  go.  It  seemed  to  me  a  frightful  long  way.  But 
they  crept  i'.})  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  edge  of  the  bare  poles 
which  were  once  a  wood.  Then  some  of  them  fell,  and  dis- 
api)earid  into  shell-craters  and  broken  trenches.  New  waves 
came  up  and  disappeared  also,  as  though  lying,  or  dead,  in  the 
tall  thistles.  After  a  little  while  I  saw  that  many  of  them  had 
reappeared  to  the  left.  The}'  were  working  up  towards  the 
German  triangle  trenches  on  the  slope  of  the  spur,  striking 
down  from  Leuze  Wood. 

In  a  few  minutes  two  figures  appeared  black  against  the 
white  ehalk  of  the  first  trench,  and  presently  they  were  lost  in 
it.  But  not  for  long.  Groups  of  them  were  up  again,  marshal- 
ling another  group  which  seemed  separated  from  them  and  then 
moved  back  towards  Wedge  Wood.  I  guessed  they  were  more 
(it  rmiin  prisoners,  but  could  not  see  the  difference  between 
grey  and  khaki. 

"  Hallo,  they've  got  the  second  trench  !  "  said  another  man 
by  niv  vide. 

It  was  some  time  after  two,  while  I  was  watchuig  the  confused 
groups  of  men,  that  strange  things  began  to  happen  in  the 
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GtTman  linos.  From  Leiize  Wood  parties  of  men  came  running 
dov-n  to  Falfemont  Farm. 

'■  By  the  Lord  !  "  said  an  oflficer.  "  A  German  cotmtcr- 
attaek.  .  .  .  Get  it  over  the  telephone,  quick.  A  good  target 
for  the  gims." 

It  was  a  wonderful  tarjjet.  The  Prussian  Guardsmen  came 
forward,  not  in  open  order,  but  shoulder  to  shoulder.  They 
made  a  serpentine  line  across  the  ground,  advancing  steadily 
and  not  slowly  towards  our  troops.  They  looked  very  tall  men, 
and  their  fijjurcs  were  quite  black  against  the  chalky  earth. 
Then  suddeidy  th<'  right  end  of  the  line  crumbled  away.  Gaps 
opened  in  the  thick  bar  of  men.  Our  tnaehine-guns  were 
raking  them.  I  listened  to  the  swish-swish  of  the  fire,  like  a 
Hame  blown  in  the  wind.  Then,  like  a  row  of  ninepins  on 
uneven  ground,  the  Prussian  Guards  all  fell  face  forwards. 
The  unwounded  men  had  fallen  with  the  wounded  to  escape 
our  bullets. 

"  Counter-attack  repulsed  !  "  said  a  voice  near  the  telephonist. 

Twenty  minutes  later,  if  I  remember  accurately,  another 
Gtrnian  counter-attack  was  organized  in  exactly  the  same 
way,  by  parties  of  men  coming  down  from  Leuze  Wood.  But 
this  was  also  broken  up  by  our  machine-gun  fire. 
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September  5 

My  last  dispatch  describing  the  capture  of  Wedge  Wood  and 
the  attack  on  Falfemont  Farm  left  off  like  a  serial  story  at  a 
moment  of  exciting  uncertainty.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to 
tell  whether  our  men  had  actually  taken  possession  of  the 
farm — that  plantation  of  "  strafed  "  trees  to  the  south  of  Leuze 
Wood — and  the  meaning  of  all  that  coming  and  going  of  groups 
and  individuals  to  the  west  and  north  of  it,  after  the  second 
German  coiuiter-attack  had  failed. 

Now  the  tanuled  web  of  the  plot — not  spun  by  imagination 
hut  a>--  real  as  death — is  straightened  out,  and  the  end  of  another 
grim  little  chapter  of  the  v  ar  is  the  capture  of  1000  yards  of  the 
enemy's  front,  to  the  depth  of  1500  yards,  in  and  around 
IV.Ifcmont  Farm,  which  is  now  held  by  British  troops. 

It  was  great  fighting  which  gained  this  ground,  and  the  men 
Were  their  own  generals.      These  West-country  lads  were  not 
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moved  like  niiirioncttcs  pull d  hy  1h«'  strings  from  lir;ul<]uarfcrs 
It  was,  jiftcr  the  first  onl(  rs  had  \utu  frivcii,  a  soKlitrs'  l)attl( 
and  its  mkpiss  w.is  due  to  yoimif  oilicers  and  N.CO.'s  and  nici 
iisinf;  tlxir  own  initiative,  findinj,'  :nioth('r  way  round  whci 
on<  had  failed,  and  arraiiLfinj,'  tlieir  own  tartics  in  face  of  thi 
enemy  to  suit  ttie  situation  of  t!ie  mom(  nt. 

Sueh  a  thin*;  has  been  don«-  v<  ry  ranly  since  tlie  first  day 
of  trench  warfare,  except  in  raids  o\  (  r  No  Man's  Land  am 
hondiiii;,'  fi;,'hts  in  such  places  jis  Ovillers  and  Lon},'iieval 
ILrc  the  individual  craft  of  our  nun  j/aintd  an  imporlaii 
position.  When  the  attack  on  FaUVtnont  Farm  was  checks 
on  the  south  by  wicked  machine-gun  fire  our  troops  workc< 
their  way  '  <  stwards,  and  joining  other  bodies  of  men  advancinj 
from  the  .-sunken  IJoad  beyond  (iuiUeniont,  crept  round  ih 
slope  of  tlie  «.'ronnd  that  goes  up  to  Leii/i   Wood. 

Half-way  up,  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  spur,  were  the  tw( 
V-shaped  trciiehes  which  I  saw  tak(  ii  by  the  first  two  waves 
immediately  afttr  the  capture  of  Wedge  Wood,  in  the  hollov 
at  the  bottom  of  tlie  .Sunken  Road,  and  these  trenches  wen 
used  also  as  good  cover  for  men  inspired  by  a  great  idea. 

It  was  the  idea  of  making  a  surprise  rush  into  Lenze  WoikI 
from  its  western  side,  while  the  enemy's  attention  was  directs 
to  the  defence  of  Falfemont  Farm,  half-way  down  the  slop( 
to  the  south. 

It  was  this  surprise  movement  which  caused  all  the  confusior 
which  I  saw  yesterday  among  the  enemy. 

Splendid  work  was  done  by  our  men  after  dusk  and  during 
the  night,  in  spite  of  a  deluge  of  rain,  wjien  the  enemy's  artillcn 
fired  most  furiously,  By  dawn  more  troops  had  joined  thos( 
who  held  the  spur  and  pushed  on  to  the  north  of  Falfemont 
Farm,  and  others  had  got  close  to  the  farm  on  the  south  and 
west  by  way  of  Wedge  ^Vood. 

Iktween  the  black  posts  which  were  once  high  living  trees 
about  sixty  Germans  stayed  on  in  their  shell-craters  and  l)roken 
dug-outs.  When  Uv  final  liritish  rush  came  from  three  sides 
they  could  do  jiothing  but  surrender  or  die.  Some  of  them 
died,  and  others  lay  woiuided  and  unconscious,  but  most  o( 
them  j)ut  their  hands  up,  and  this  afternoon  I  saw  some  of  the 
v.ni)nd>«i  Germans  from  Falfemont  lying  side  by  side  on 
strctehi  rs  with  boys  from  the  West  Country  who  had  been  hit 
in  attacking  them. 
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From  first  to  lust  it  was  the  work  of  infiuitry  nithcr  than 
L'uiis,  and  it  was  a  ffrt'at  and  terrible  moment  when  the  Germans 
ciiiie  out  in  th<  ir  first  counter-attack,  in  close  ranks,  niovincj 
\(ry  steadily  apainst  our  men,  in  a  lonj,',  black,  undulatinij 
wave  over  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  fjround,  throuj,'h  the  waist-hiph 
wicds  ;  and  then,  ajrain,  after  this  first  advance  had  been 
It  ik«  n  by  our  nuichine-<xun  fire  and  had  falhii  prone  into  the 
till  thistles  so  that  no  more  of  them  was  to  i)e  set  ii,  when 
:'.niitli(  r  body  of  bi<j  Germans  came  out,  crouchirifj  for  the  last 
I  isli  upon  our  lines,  and  our  men  fell  back  ;i  little,  and  opened 
1  il.  SI)  that  the  nuichine-i,'uns  had  a  clear  field  upon  which  to 
I'l.iy  till  ir  hose  of  bullets. 

For  a  little  while  at  least  it  was  fightinj,'  without  the  usual 
Itl;^^^aere  of  shell-fire  from  long-ranrje  gims  which  annihilate 
til'  human  element  as  well  as  the  bodies  of  men.  Here  at  least, 
in  spite  of  the  machine-puns,  men  looked  into  each  other's  eyes 
iind  were  killed  advancing  in  the  sight  of  their  enemies,  which 
Minis  to  me  better  and  less  frightful  than  whin  men  go  forward 
:iiitl  see  nothing  and  are  swallowed  up  in  a  great  explosion 
directed  from  machines  six  miles  away. 

The  gun-fire  was  intense  afterwards,  and  men  and  masses  of 
Mil  n  were  swallowed  up  as  usual  by  its  high  explosives,  but 
for  a  couple  of  hours  it  was  more  like  old-fashioned  fighting, 
duniiiable  enough,  God  knows,  but  not  so  utterly  inhuman. 


It  is  not  sufficiently  realized,  I  believe,  how  very  important 
hns  bet  n  the  gain  to  us  of  the  last  two  days  of  battle.  The 
cnjiture  of  Guillemont  and  of  the  ground  beyond  it  has  given 
IN  now  the  whole  of  tlie  German  second  line,  which  we  broke 
in  [larts  on  the  great  day  of  July  14. 

Since  then  our  men  have  had  an  uphill  fight  all  the  time,  a 
loiiL,'  struggle  uj)wards  to  seize  the  high  riilge  from  Pozi^res 
lavtwards,  and  to  hold  it.  It  has  been  difficult  to  take  and 
•iilliciilt  to  hold.  The  cost  has  not  been  light.  The  heroism 
^!i')W]i  on  those  slopes,  in  those  woods,  in  the  assault  on  the  high 
trmches.  has  been  the  most  wonderful  ever  shown  by  British 
i"iaiors  in  conluiuous  endeavour. 

Now  we  have  gained  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and  even  if  our 
offensive  were  brought  to  a  dead  halt  to-day,  which  it  will  not 
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be,  the  position  of  our  nun  for  the  winter  woiilcl  be  enonnously 
sup«Tior  ovtr  that  of  the  enemy  on  the  othi  r  side  of  the  water- 
shed. Airain,  the  taking  of  Guilleniont  and  the  j^ronnd  by 
Ginchy  has  defended  our  right  flunk  and  straightened  out  an 
awkward  sahent. 

With  (iir;ehy  in  our  hands  on  one  side  and  Tliiepval  on  the 
other,  w«'  should  Im*  well  plaeed,  and  there  wouUI  Ix*  a  great 
gain  for  all  the  saerifice  our  mt  n  ha\c  made  ir>  fighting  forward 
so  hard,  and  so  far,  and  with  such  exalted  eourage. 
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The  taking  of  Gtullemont,  the  quick  progress  to  the  Sunken 
Road  beyond,  tli  capture  of  Falfemont  Farm,  the  thrust  for- 
ward, by  gnat  daring,  into  Leuze  Wood,  the  close  assault  on 
Ginchy,  and  the  splcn<lid  advance  of  the  French  on  our  right, 
have  given  to  this  part  of  the  battl<-liiie  an  atmosphere  of 
exultation,  which  our  troops  have  not  felt  so  strongly  since 
that  day  of  July  14  when  we  broke  the  second  German  line  at 
Longueval.  Men  are  fighting  hereabouts  with  a  sense  of  victory 
which  is  half  the  battle.  They  feel,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  they 
have  the  Gernum  on  the  nm  at  last,  and  that  by  getting  hard 
on  to  him,  taking  all  risks,  they  will  keep  him  running. 

The  rapid  and  far  progress  of  the  Freiieh  is  helping  our  own 
men,  not  only  in  a  military  way  L  "  keeping  the  Bochc  busy," 
us  they  ptit  it,  biit  as  a  moral  tonic,  showing  that  the  German 
strength  of  resistance  has  began  to  crack.  The  noise  of  the 
French  guns  is  woiidt  rful  music  to  British  soldi(  rs  going  forward 
to  their  own  part  of  the  battlefields,  and.  by  Jove,  it  is  astound- 
ing in  its  uproar,  as  I  heard  it  to-day  again  on  our  right,  away 
down  to  tlu  gates  of  Peronne  in  a  great  roll  of  drum-fire  for 
miles.  It  is  one  ceaseless  tattoo  of  "  soixante-quinze  "  and 
of  heavier  guns,  like  a  titanic  hammering  of  anvils  in  the 
smithies  of  tin-  gods  or  devils. 

"Hark  at  them!  They  seem  to  be  getting  on  with  it  all 
right,"  sai<l  m\  English  olT'icer  to-duy,  and  hstening  for  a 
moment  to  the  great  sweep  of  the  artillt  ry  battle — for  our 
own  guns  were  firirjg  steadily  and  tremendously—  he  added  tliat 
•'  The  enemy  is  having  a  really  thick  time.  We  arc  getting  on 
top  at  last." 
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It  is  this  MUM-  of  "  p.ttinff  on  top  "  that  is  inspirin?  our  n..„ 
to  fi.rht  to  the  Inst  onm-e  of  str.njfth  on  this  n>,'ht  wn.u'  of  our 
utiack,  ui)  to  (;i.Khv  and  bt-yond  Gnill.-n.ont.  It  is  it.rally 
•IS  «(11  as  njoraliv  a  drsirc  to  a^t  on  top,  up  th-  hill  to  thr  cnst 
i,r  the  rid>j« ,  to"  tlu'  last  vantai?i-p.>int  of  th-  .  n.  my,  and  it 
it  to  push  him  off  and  ovir  that  hijzh  point  that  our  m.n  have 
hr,  n  HplitinK  uphill  with  a  really  passionate  end.avour. 

Tluv  c'ot  all  round  the  place  a  f<w  days  ajjo  aft.r  hard, 
l.l„odv'  fifjhtintj.  They  held  on  uiuler  -r.at  shell-fire  and 
machine-gun  fin-,  and  many  men  took  the  h.st  hazard  in  trymj? 
to  force  their  wav  into  the  stronghold  wh«  re  the  enemy  is 
entrenched  and  covered  with  well-placed  maehine-jruis.  Some 
„!•  them  went  in,  and  stayed  in.  No  message  has  come  back 
from  them,  but  it  is  quite  Hkely  that  they  are  stili  there  as  a 
living  wedge  in  the  enemy's  gates. 

One  partv.  thirtv  strong,  fought  their  way  along  a  '^•^P  <"  ^he 
north  of  the  village  and  established  a  bt^mbing-post  which  they 
held  against  all  odds.     Their  rations  gave  out,  but  they  %vould 
uot  mK     Th.  V  had  no  water,  and  suffered  horribly  from  thirst, 
hut  not  a  man  w.)uld  go.     Their  ammunition  was  nearly  spent 
but  thev  waited  for  new  supplies,  if  they  should  have  the  luck 
to  get  th(  m.     A  sergeant  came  back  to  the  front  trench  with 
this  tale  of  stublK.rn  courage,  and  a  request  for  food  and  w^ter 
and  bombs  so  that  the  thirty  might  still  "  carry  on.       That 
is  the  spirit  with  which  our  men  arc  fighting,  and  one  marvels 

at  them.  ,  ,.         ,  ^„_ 

The  enemy  has  suffered  heavily  agamst  these  assaults,  and  our 
shell-fire  has  massacred  many  of  his  troops.  A  (Jerman  oflicer 
brought  back  from  the  outskirts  of  Ginchy  yesterday  was  nsked 
what  casualties  ho  i  id  in  his  company.  He  said,  "  Oh,  a  few. 
Not  many."  He  turned  away  and  tried  to  destroy  a  scrap 
of  paper  'in  his  hand,  but  was  not  quick  enough.  It  was  a 
message  calling  urgently  for  rescue  and  aying  that  his  men  were 
unable  to  hold  out  any  longer,  as  there  were  only  twenty  ot 
them  left  out  of  the  full  strength  of  his  company. 

To-day  other  British  troops  have  forced  their  way  mto  the 
stronghold,  but  as  vet  it  is  too  soon  to  know  whether  they  can 
maintain  their  position.  The  enemy  is  fighting  bravely,  but 
however  long  his  resistance  may  be,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
Ginchy  will  be  added  to  the  list  of  all  those  strongholds  which 
have  fallen  one  after  another  under  our  repeated  assaults,     i  or 
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tiiiicliy  must  l)t  ours  to  j»iv<-  its  the  t  lul  of  thf  ri(if»f  und  to 
liiiU  lip  till-  litu-  wiHi  Liiizc  Wiiod,  where  al  present  our 
iii'-n  are  expoMtl  to  ll.inkini;  ullaeks. 
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'llie  (iillienlty  of  all  this  elose  and  open  (i^'htin;^,  where 
IxKlies  of  Hritish  tr(M)ps  press  on  to  the  v*  ry  ttlye  of  the  eiieriiy's 
dilehes.  and  where  bodies  of  CJernians  hold  hits  of  roadway  or 
hits  of  tn  neh  in  is«>lated  positions,  is  that  the  jjuns  on  hotii 
sides  cannot  coiieentrate  a  heavy  harra^e  wifhont  killin!»  tluir 
own  ni'ii.  In  this  kind  of  situation  the  (iernian  ;;uniierN  are 
infiih^v,  l)ut  sonu  times  that  intthiNl  does  not  pjiy. 

In  spit(  of  all  their  skill —for  they  are  l'o(k1  {funncrs,  these 
(lernians  they  were  scared  enough  to  withdraw  their  tidd- 
hatteriis  to  a  safer  distance  before  our  final  attack  on  Guillemont 
last  Suiuhiy.  Sonu-  of  our  oilicers  flight  in;,'  here  told  me  that 
tlieri-  Were  very  few  "  whi/./.-hantrs  "  alK)nt  that  day,  and  it 
was  all  sh(  11-lire  from  heavy  loufj-rani^e  j»ims. 

Bifore  our  attack  they  opened  an  intense  bombardment 
upon  Trones  Wood.  It  smashed  in  steady  lines  of  shells — 
the  ^riat  five-point-niius — rif^ht  throujjh  tlu'  wcM)d,  and  was 
maintained  mercilessly  for  many  hours.  .Some  of  our  men 
behind  the  front  lines  had  escapes  from  tleath  which  set  m  like 
miraclis.  One  young  olliccr  I  know  reciivetl  an  invitation 
to  tea  at  a  duj:-out  a  few  hundrdl  yards,  I  reckon,  from  his 
own  hole  in  tlic  earth  where  he  lay  with  two  comrades.  It 
was  a  pleasant  and  friendly  idea,  that  cup  of  tea,  but  he  decided 
atjainst  it  wlun  he  heard  the  awful  crash  of  sIk  lis  outside. 

Later  a  message  came  that  he  must  t,'o  on  a  matter  of  business. 
It  was  his  duty  to  go,  and  so  hi  W(  nt  as  fast  iis  possible.  A 
moment  «)r  two  after  reachini;  the  other  duy-out  there  was  the 
tinkle  of  a  t(  lephone  bell,  and  he  heard  that  both  his  comrades 
liad  bem  killeil  bv  the  direct  hit  of  a  live-point-nine.  He  went 
back  with  a  soldier  to  see  if  th<re  wjis  any  hope  for  his  friends 
-  one  of  them  mijzht  be  woundeii  only — aral  as  he  went  a  shell 
exploded  a  yard  or  two  away,  the  man  by  his  side  was  killed, 
and  his  shouldir  was  splashed  with  th<-  man's  blood,  but  he  was 
left  unscathed. 

Our  bombardment  before  the  attack  on  Guillemont  was  more 
effecti\e.     There    were    not    manv    Germans    here    or   hi   the 
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Sunkiii  Uoad.  ..r  hi«lur  up  in  th.-  tn  nch.s  by  tiincl^v.  who 
Inid  n.iraciiloiis  » Map.  s.  Tluy  w»  n-  kilKil  m  niasMS.  A  ijnat 
-  uiiibtr  of  iliml  ".,rc  found  by  our  nun  oulsitlr  (nnllcinont 
„,  the  Sunkrn  Hoad.  which  was  ihc  Ginnan  thini  In..  ..f  d»  f<ii<f 
l!u  re.  Thtv  wi  rt-  a  frightful  si^ht,  as  many  of  th-  m  vw  n-  i|nit«- 
,  i.k.d.  all  tluir  floth.s  havit.u  Ihih  slrippr.l  off  by  th.  bkistmi,' 
l(.rci-  of  hiph  «xpl<.sivis.  Sonu-  nun.  untouilud  by  friu'tntiits 
,,r  >lull.  w.  re-  kilUil  by  thi-  tt.onnous  concussion  of  air  or  by 
Ivarl-shock.  and  th.n-  was  out-  tl-ad  nmn  knc(  hn-,',  and  still 
Tispinj:  his  rillc  witii  fixed  bayomt. 

'  TliL-  snccissful  altiU'k  on  (JuiUiitiont  was  due  to  the  crr.ct 
of  our  shcU-rnv  on  llu-  K'anison.  Wii.n  the  infantry  advanced 
tli.v  met  with  but  httle  h-.stile  machine-«u»  lire.  Most  of  tlur 
(i,  nnans  were  dazed  and  done.  They  hud  no  al.rliuss  left  m 
lb,  in  to  briiiu'  up  their  weapons  and  resist  the  attack.  Kv  n 
many  of  the  du-outs  were  »)lown  in.  A  bcr«cant  of  one  of  the 
,.oin)>anies  who  came  up  in  support— one  of  those  splendid 
\  C.O.'s  to  whom  the  steadiness  of  <»ur  troops  is  laryely  due- 
lold  me  t..-dav  thai  he  went  into  one  deep  dii«-out  where  forty 
men  were  Iviuj.'.  Unlv  thrir  w.re  aliv,  and  of  those  two  were 
i,.ullv  wounded.     In  other  dujjKJuts  there  were  many  dead. 

This  was  hi  the  Sunken  Road,  where  afterwards  our  men 
"onnmized"  the  bank,  di>r-jinK  themselves  in  so  as  to  «;et 
euvtT  from  the  heavy  barrage  Hung  upon  them  by  the  German 
i.rtillery  after  the  capture  of  the  position.  A  lance-cor|M^ra 
was  killed  here  bv  the  side  of  my  sergeant  friend,  who  buried 
him  where  he  fell.  And  another  shell  killed  six  men  m  a  heap 
just  as  these  troops  were  relieved  and  went  back  f.)r  a  little 
while  into  the  sui)port  lines.  They,  too,  wt  re  buried  .)y 
another  lance-corp.,ial  who  volunteered  to  so  back  tor  the 
purpose,  and  went  vuuier  heavy  shell-lire  to  do  this  last  service 

to  yood  comrades.  . ,  .    rr.i         •  •*. 

Lord,  how  many  stories  of  this  kind  I  have  told  !  The  spirit 
of  our  m.n  in  Lluse  hide.ius  places  and  in  these  fn^'hlfid  h«)urs 
is  always  the  same,  indomitable  and  unbroken  by  the  worst 
ordeals. 

7 

Septkmber  9 

The   first   mention   that   the   Irish  troops   were   ti^jhting    ai 
Guilleniont  has  been  made  uiiieiaily,  and  it  is  noVr  p-osiible  for 
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me  to  wTitc  at)out  them  in  more  ('  f'  'I.  Th<  ir  ehar<,'e  through 
Guillemont  last  Sunday,  wit!  »-  .h  battalions  of  rillemen 
on  their  riyht,  was  one  of  the  most  astonishini,'  tVats  in  the  war, 
almt)st  too  fast  in  its  impetuosity.  They  went  forward  with 
their  pipes  playing  them  on,  in  a  wild  and  irresistible  assault. 

If  there  had  been  three  times  the  number  of  enemy  sijainst 
th»-m  they  would  not  have  been  ehecktd  until  they  had  carried 
the  north*  rn  jiart  of  the  ruined  waste  that  was  once  a  village. 
The  English  tr(K)ps  who  foupht  v.ith  them  t<ll  me  that  they  have 
never  seen  anything  like  the  way  in  whieh  these  Irishmen 
dashed  ahead.  '"  It  was  like  a  human  avalanehe,"  said  one 
of  them. 

The  officers  cheered  their  men  on  as  they  came  alongside. 
One  of  their  commanding  ollieers,  following  the  last  across, 
picked  up  pieces  of  chalk  and  threw  them  afti  r  his  m<n,  shouting 
go<Kl  hiek  to  th(  m.  They  stormed  the  first,  second,  and  third 
German  lines  through  the  upper  part  of  the  village,  sweeping 
all  resistance  away,  and  not  stopping  to  take  breath.  They 
were  men  uplifted,  out  of  themselves,  "  fey,'"  as  the  Scots  would 
call  it. 

Death  had  no  terror  for  them,  nor  all  the  diiid  men  who  lay 
in  their  way.  After  months  of  dull  and  dogged  fighting  in  the 
trenches,  where  they  were  restless  in  their  ditches,  they  were 
excited  at  getting  out  into  the  open  and  meeting  the  enemy 
face  to  face.     It  was  not  good  to  be  a  German  in  their  way. 

The  only  fault  with  this  fighting  at  Guillemont  was  the 
rapidity  of  pace,  which  gave  them  no  tinu  to  safeguard  the 
ground  behind  them.  But  that  was  a  fault  due  to  the  splendour 
of  their  gallantn,-,  and  no  harm  came  from  it.  The  English 
riflemen  who  fought  on  their  right  had  more  solidity  in  their 
way  of  going  about  the  business,  but  they  were  so  inspired  by 
the  sight  c*"  the  Irish  dash  and  by  the  sound  of  the  Irish  pipes 
that  those  who  were  in  support,  under  orders  to  stand  and  hold 
the  first  German  line,  could  hardly  be  restrained  from 
following  on. 

"  I  nearly  blew  my  teeth  out  of  my  head  in  whistling  'em 
back,"  said  an  English  sergeant.     Hut  discipline  prevailed. 

The  whole  attack  from  first  to  last  was  a  model  of  efllciency, 
organization,  and  courage.  All  the  (juaiities  that  go  to  the 
making  of  victory  were  here,  fitting  in  with  each  other,  balancing 
each  other,  making  a  terrific  weapon  driven  by  a  high  spirit. 
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The  artillery  was  in  perfect  union  with  the  infantry— the 
most  dilliciilt  thing  in  war— the  brigadiers  and  the  officers 
carried  out  the  general  plan  to  the  letter,  and  the  men— it  is 
impossible  to  overpraise  the  men,  who  were  wonderful  in 
courage  and  wonderful  in  discipline. 


As  far  as  the  English  battalions  were  concerned  they  were 
recruited  since  the  first  phase  of  the  war.  but  as  one  of  their 
olliccrs— once  of  the  Guards— told  me  yesterday,  there  are  no 
ngiilar  soldiers,  no  soldiers  of  any  army  in  the  world,  who  could 
have  attacked  in  a  finer  and  more  disciplined  way  than  these 
young  riflemen,  as  cold  as  ice  in  self-control,  but  on  fire  with 
the  resolve  to  win.  The  first  rush  of  Irish  on  the  left  went 
over,  as  I  ha\  c  said,  playing  their  pipes— old  songs  of  victory 
which  could  be  heard  through  the  swish  of  machine-gun  bulUts 
and  the  crash  of  the  German  "  crumps." 

The  assaulting  troops  on  the  right  went  more  quietly,  and  at 
the  first  short  halt  to  wait  for  the  barrage  of  our  guns,  which  was 
smashin?  -^head  of  them,  lit  their  cigarettes,  and  then  went 
on  again  a  ith  their  rifles  slung,  as  though  marching  on  a  field- 

dav. 

'"'  Where's  that  village  we've  got  to  take  1  "  they  shouted, 
staring  at  a  choppy  sea  of  shell-craters,  where  there  was  hardly 
a  stick  or  a  stone. 

I  have  already  described  the  assault  on  the  first  lines,  where 
our  men  found  many  German  dead.  But  strange  things 
happened  between  the  first  and  second  lines.  The  Irish  on  tke 
left,  who  had  gone  so  cpiickly  forward  in  their  great  "  hooroosh," 
had  failed  to  clear  up  all  the  dug-outs  as  they  went. 

Some  of  the  Germans  there  climbed  out  and  began  sniping 
in  the  rear.  It  was  a  dangerous  menace,  but  with  quick 
judgment  the  colonel  of  an  English  battalion  on  the  right 
diverted  five  of  his  platoons  to  that  direction,  and  they  seareked 
all  the  dug-outs  and  broke  up  the  enemy's  attempt  to  rally. 

One  dug-out  near  the  qiiarry  at  the  central  entrance  of 
Guillemont  was  discovered  by  a  young  gimner  officer,  who 
had  come  down  behind  the  advancing  infantry  "  just  to  look 
round."  as  he  puts  it,  after  he  had  done  his  work  with  some 
sixty-pounder    plum-pudding    bombs    from    a    neighbouring 
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position.     With  him  was  his  corporal  and  one  or  two  other  men 
of  the  trcneh-niortar  battery. 

In  looking  round  he  discovered  a  slit  in  the  rock,  which 
seemed  to  lead  down  into  an  undergiound  chamber,  and  having 
explored  it  came  down  into  a  deep  place  where  twenty  German 
soldiers  and  one  ofTicer  were  hiding.  It  was  a  surjjrise,  but  he 
held  his  revolver  ready  and  said  "  Hands  up  !  "  They  surrendered 
quietly,  clicking  their  heels  together  and  saluting,  after  they 
had  been  searched  for  arms,  and  the  oilicer,  who  was  a  polite 
fellow,  offered  the  corporal  a  valuable  gold  watch  as  a  souvenir 
of  the  occasion. 

That  was  one  little  adventure  on  the  edge  of  things.  Farther 
forward  each  man  was  in  the  middle  of  a  great  adventure, 
gruesome  and  full  of  peril.  An  enveloping  movement  was 
being  made  by  English  troops,  to  the  south-west  of  the  village, 
on  the  choppy  ground  on  wh'.ch  Guillcmont  once  stood,  and  it 
was  here  that  most  opposition  was  encountered,  between  two 
sunken  roads.  In  the  second  sunken  road,  where  the  enemy 
had  a  row  of  strong  dug-outs,  the  ground  was  thick  with  huddled 
dead. 

But  from  the  dug-outs  a  large  number  of  living  men  who 
climbed  on  to  the  parapet  in  front  of  them  maintained  a 
fusillade  of  rifle-fire  and  bombs.  In  the  groimd  between  the 
two  Sunken  Roads  men  climbed  half-way  out  of  shell-craters  and 
sniped  our  men  as  they  came  forward.  At  the  same  time 
machine-gun  fire  was  coming  down  from  Ginchy  and  up  from 
Falfemont  Farm.  It  was  difficult  ground  to  cover,  but  our 
riflemen  ignored  the  bullets  and  the  bombs  and  went  straight 
forward,  halting  only  to  fire,  and  then  goinp  on  again,  and 
firing  again,  as  though  on  manoeuvres. 

Some  Lewis  gunners  ran  forward  and  played  i  hose  of  bullets 
upon  the  enemy's  parapet,  so  that  the  men  dropped.  Some 
of  our  own  men  had  falk-n  too,  but  the  wounded  crawled  into 
shell-hol(  s  to  get  out  of  the  way,  and  shouted,  "  Go  on,  boys  !  " 
or  just  crawled  in  silent'.y  and  uncomplainingly,  not  asking  for 
help  however  bad  their  wounds. 

Then  the  Germans  started  running  and  our  men  went  after 
them.  One  fellow  flung  off  his  pack  and  chased  one  of  them  until 
he  had  him  by  the  neek.  A  German  oflicer  who  surrendered 
threw  up  his  hands  and  said,  *'  If  you  riui  like  that  you'll  be  in 
Berlin  before  we're  in  England."  There  were  150  dead  in  one  part 
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of  the  Sunken  Road  and  the-  dug-outs  were  crowded.  Into  one  of 
them  a  smoke-bomb  was  thrown  to  tease  the  men  out,  but  they 
would  not  come.  Then  a  Mills  l)omb  was  Hunt;  in  as  a  stronger 
argument,  but  b<fore  it  expIo<ied  it  was  (lung  back  again. 
Alter  that  the  Germans  retreated  through  a  tunnel  and 
ran  out  at  another  exit,  where  they  were  taken  prisoner. 
Twenty-five  of  them  were  put  into  a  shell-crater  under  guard 
of  one  little  rilleman,  who  strutted  up  and  down  in  a  German 
helmet  with  his  bayonet  higli  above  his  head  and  a  pnde 
twice  as  high  as  his  bayonet. 

In  one  dug-out,  as  I  wrote  in  my  first  narrative,  there  were 
forty-one  bodies,  of  whom  only  three  were  alive,  and  those 
were  weeping.  All  the  |>risoners,  of  whom  th«  re  were  about 
600,  -vere  in  a  pitiful  condition,  as  o»ir  artillerv-fire  had  prevented 
them  from  getting  any  rations  for  three  c'  lys.  Their  spirit 
was  broken  and  they  were  trembhng  with  fear. 


In  our  dug-outs  farther  back  were  three  officers,  one  of 
whom,  a  young  captain,  was  clearly  in  command  of  the  whole 
garrison  of  Guillemont,  and  afterwards,  when  he  passed  the 
prisoners'  cage  behind  the  lines,  all  the  men  sprarig  up  and 
saluted  him  with  profound  respect.  He  was  the  only  man 
who  maintained  a  proud  indifference  at  the  moment  of  capture. 
He  stood  very  straight  and  still,  as  though  not  caring  whether 
he  lived  or  died.  The  two  officers  with  him  clung  about  the 
necks  of  our  own  officers  crying  for  mercy.  In  another  place 
an  officer  fell  down  on  his  knees  with  his  hands  in  an  attitude 
of  prayer  and  his  head  bowed,  and  one  man  pulled  out  a  photo- 
graph of  his  wife  and  children,  holding  that  out  as  his  strongest 
plea  for  life.  Our  men  had  no  thought  to  take  their  lives.  As 
one  of  the  sergeants  said  to  me,  *'  As  soon  as  a  man  surrenders 
it's  an  end  of  tin-  fight,  and  I'm  sorry  for  him." 

It  was  hard  for  some  of  our  men  to  be  sorry  for  the  enemy 
in  those  wild  moments  about  the  dug-outs,  for  some  of  them 
flung  bombs  until  the  last  yard  had  been  covered  by  our  troops, 
then  disappeared  into  their  holes  and  came  up  farther  away  with 
an  air  of  innocence  and  meekness.  In  one  or  two  bad  cases  of 
fighting  after  a  sign  of  siirrcndcr  it  was  the  authority  of  the  British 
officers  wliich  saved  the  lives  of  German  soldiers  standing  by. 
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But  on  the  whole  the  prisoners  were  well-behaved  and  very 
glad  to  pet  away  from  the  horror  of  Guillemont,  gratef\d  for 
b(  inj;  pivcn  the  chance  of  life.  One  sergeant  of  ours,  hit  in 
the  hip  by  a  pit-ce  of  shell,  captured  four  men  without  help,  and 
then  ordered  them  to  carry  him  back  on  a  stnteher  to  the 
dressing-station,  where  he  arrived,  smoking  a  cigarette,  with 
his  prisoner  stretcher-bearers. 

Words  can  convey  very  little  of  all  those  scenes  in  Guillemont 
— the  isolated  lights,  the  storming  of  dug-outs,  the  searching 
of  prisoners,  the  erowds  of  British  soldiers  moving  forwan  a 
new  lines  behind  our  terrific  c\irtain-iir<%  the  Lewis  gim.iers 
rushing  through  with  their  machine-guns  to  take  up  positions 
at  advanced  points,  the  supjwrting  :tnd  consolidating  troops 
coming  up  behind  the  assaultmg  troops,  starting  to  dig  as  soon 
as  the  ground  had  been  gained,  the  stretcher-bearers  rummaging 
about  among  the  shell-craters  for  stricken  men,  the  walking 
wounded  making  their  way  back  across  the  rough  gro\ind, 
dazed,  and  sometimes  falling  not  to  rise  again,  the  cheers  of 
men  taking  the  last  Sunken  Road  to  the  east  of  Guillemont, 
where  they  '-'iMsolidated  a  defensive  position  for  the  night,  the 
wild  music  of  the  Irish  pipers,  the  crash  of  German  shells,  the 
high  whine  of  German  shrapnel,  the  long  rush  of  our  heavies 
passing  overhead  to  "  Lousy  "  Wood,  and,  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
tumult,  the  quiet  dead. 

10 

In  quiet  heroism,  of  the  suffering  and  not  of  the  fighting 
kind,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  finest  thing  was  done  by  a  wounded 
man.  That  at  1-  ast  is  the  opinion  of  a  commanding  officer 
who  met  him  on  his  way.  His  face  had  been  terribly  smashed 
by  a  piece  of  shell,  but  he  waved  back  the  stretcher-bearers 
with  a  sign  that  others  needed  carrying  more  than  he  did.  Then, 
a  solitary  and  ghastly  figure,  he  walked  back  to  the  dressing- 
station  and  laid  himself  down. 

Of  the  German  garrison  of  2000  men  hardly  one  escaped. 
The  figure  has  been  accounted  for  in  dead,  wounded,  and 
prisoners.  Two  German  battalions  have  thus  bt^en  wiped 
out.  Among  them  were  men  who  wear  the  word  "  Gibraltar  " 
on  their  shoukler-straps,  belonging  to  the  famous  Hanoverian 
regiment  which  fought  side  by  side  with  us  on  the  Rock  in  the 
eighteenth  century. 
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It  was  after  the  battle  that  our  men  suffered  most,  for  during 
the  next  fortv-eiyht  hours  there  were  vioU-nt  storms,  which 
tilled  the  shelf-craters  with  water  so  that  men  were  up  to  their 
shoulders  in  it.  But  they  had  dup  magnificently  before  the 
rain  came,  under  the  inspiration  of  a  splendid  colonel,  who 
cried,  "  DiR,  dip,  for  God's  sake  I  Dig,  my  lads  !  "  knowing' 
that  he  would  save  their  lives  by  every  foot  of  earth  turned  up 
by  the  German  shovels  they  used  for  the  work.  In  three  hours 
thev  had  dug  an  eight-foot  trench  in  the  village. 

So  Guillemont  was  taken  and  held,  not  only  by  great  gun-fire 
but  by  men  inspired  with  some  spirit  beyond  their  ordinary 
courage,  and  one  day  these  troops  will  carry  the  name  upon 
their  colours,  so  that  the  world  may  remember. 
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Skptember  10 
The  cai)tiir('  of  Gifichy  by  the  Irish  nripadcs  should  be  told 
not  in  jour»ahst's  proso  but  in  heroic  verse.  Poor  Ireland 
will  weep  t<ars  over  it.  for  many  of  her  sons  have  fallen,  but 
there  will  }><•  pride  also  in  the  heart  of  the  Irish  people,  because 
these  nun  of  Minister,  Dublin,  and  Connaujfht,  and  of  all  parts 
of  the  west  and  the  south  have  done  such  splendid  things  in 
courage  nud  endnrance,  adding  a  very  noble  episode  to  the 
history  of  the  Celtic  race. 

When  thiy  came  out  of  the  battle  this  morning  they  were 
weary  and  spt  iit,  and  they  had  left  many  good  comrades 
behind  them,  but  the  spirit  of  the  war  sustained  them,  and 
they  came  inarehing  steadily  with  tluir  heads  held  high.  It 
was  one  of  the  most  mo\ing  things  I  have  ever  seen  in  this 
war. 

A  great  painter  woidd  have  found  here  a  subject  to  thrill 
his  soul,  that  long  trail  of  Irish  recinu  nts,  horribly  reduced 
by  their  losses,  and  with  but  few  ofTici  rs  to  had  them,  coming 
across  a  strdeh  of  barren  country  strewn  with  the  wreckage 
of  two  years'  bombardment,  and  crowded  with  the  turmoil 
of  the-  prese  lit  fighting. 

Behinel  tlu  ni  are)se  the  black  curtain  of  smoke  across  the 
battlefields  throuyh  which  there  came  the  enetrmous  noise  of 
the  unending  gun-lire,  and  around  them  were  some  of  our 
own  batteries  hard  at  work  with  gnat  hammer-strokes  as 
their  shells  went  on  their  way  to  the  enemy's  lines,  but  ahead 
of  them  walked  one  Irish  piper  playing  them  home  to  the 
harvest-fields  of  peace  with  a  lament  for  those  who  will  never 
come  back. 
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A  brigadier  came  riding  over  the  fields  to  meet  them  It 
«..,s  the  first  time  he  had  seen  them  together  smce  the  early 
d.::^.n  of  to-day,  when  they  were  still  fighting  beyond  the  rums 
c,f  Ginchy,  which  they  had  won  by  a  great  assault 

He  stLl.  a  solitary  figure  by  the  s.de  °f  J^J  J^^^f^,^; 
which  his  men  came,  and  there  was  a  great  tendcrnes.s  in  Uc 
Tvcs  of  this  brigadier  as  he  watched  them  pass   and  called  ou 
r^hem-words'of  thanks,  and  words  of  goo<l  cheer  and  turned 
o  me  now  and  then  to  say  how  splendid  they  had  been 

-  Eyes  right !  "  shouted  the  officers  or  sergeants  who  were 
loading  their  companies,  and  the  General  .-d.  ^arr^  -, 
there''    and    "Well    done-you    did    gloriously.  UraxcN 

Uublins !  .  .  .  You    did    weU,    damned    weU.    Munsters.    my 

**  The  men's  eyes  brightened  at  the  sight  of  him ;  and  they 
squared  up.  and  grinned  under  German  caps  and  German 

'"'■'"HaUo  Greene  !  "  called  out  the  brigadier  to  a  very  tall 
fellow  tramping  in  the  outside  file.  "Glad  to  see  you  re  aU 
right.     And  a  big  target,  too  ! ' 

The  music  of  the  Irish  pipes  went  calling  down  to  the  %  alley, 
and  I  watThed  the  men  ouTof  sight  with  something  st.rnng 
at  my  heart.     Earlier  in  the  morning,  before  they  had  formed 
UP    I  had  been  among  them  and  had  heard  many  stones  of 
ILl  adventure  and  of  great  courage,  told  sometimes  wjth 
In  Irish  humour  that  finds  a  whimsicality  even  m  the  most 
awful  moments,  and  sometimes  with  the  sadness  of  men  who 
mil  for  thei'r  friends,  but  wonderfully  -t-ched  by  the 
fearful  strain  of  it  all  and  with  a  grim  joy  m  their  victory, 
''some    of   them    had   been    in    GalHpoli,  -'.  ^  ^Ifthc 
of  the  Munsters  told  me  that  the  taking  of  C-^n^^^y  ^^f  *^J 
"hottest  "  thing  he  had  seen  since  the  landing  on  August  21 
at  Smia  Bav.     There  were  two  men  in  his  regiment  who  had 
tight  all  tUugh  from  Mons.  and  had  --1-^1"  the' way 
of  the  Dardanelles,  but  had  fallen  now.  at  l:^t.  on  the  way 
up  from  Guillemont.     He  and  other  men  of  the  old  Regi^^^ 
spoke  of  the  regiments  of  the  New  Army  who  had  fought  with 

^''^Tie'/ were  just  great.    The  Irish  Rifles  went  through  like 
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a    whirlwind.     Th(  re    was    no    stopping    thrni.     When 
Gcrnmns  ran  you  couldn't  see  them  lor  dust." 


the 
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The  stor>'  of  the  Irish  Brigades  docs  not  bei?in  at  Ginchy. 
It  begins  last  Sunday,  a  week  ago,  at  Guillen.ont,  when  one 
brigade,  as  I  have  already  described  in  an  earlier  dispatch 
went  through  the  northern  part  of  that  village  in  one  fierce 
assault  which  would  not  be  checked.  After  that  (as  well  as 
before)  they  lay  under  heavy  shell-fire,  without  sleep  and 
without  hot  food  or  much  water,  untU  the  new  attack,  when 
they  were  on  the  right  of  the  assault. 

The  brigade  on  the  left,  which  had  the  greatest  triumph 
yesterday,  was  lying  out  in  connected  sh(  ll-eraters  (the  old 
kind  of  trench,  neatly  revetted,  with  strong  traverses  and  cosy 
dug-outs,  do(;s  not  exist  in  this  part  of  the  battle-line).  For 
five  days  they  held  on  stubbornly  under  ceaseless  shell-fire 
\\hen  the  hour  of  "zero"  came  for  the  attack  they  were  not 
broken  in  spirit,  as  weaker  men  would  have  been  after  all  this 
trial,  but  eager  to  get  out  and  get  on—"  to  get  some  of  their 
own  back." 

The  Germans  in  Ginchy  would  have  had  more  terror  in  their 
hearts  if  they  had  known  the  character  of  the  men  wlio  were 
about  to  storm  their  stronghold.  They  would  have  praved 
to  God  to  save  them  from  the  Irish.  As  it  was,  these  German 
soldiers  were  not  feeling  safe.  They  were  new  men  just  sent 
uiji  to  the  line,  and  conscious  of  a  frightful  menace  about  them. 
They  belongtd  to  the  185th  Division,  the  19th  Bavarian 
Division,  and  the  machine-gun  company  of  the  88th  Division. 
They  crouched  down  in  a  network  of  dug-outs  and  tunnels 
under  the  ruins  of  the  village  expecting  attack,  and  determined, 
as  wc  know  now,  to  sell  their  lives  dearly.  They  were  brave 
men. 


r  The  attack  began  yesterday  afternoon  shortly  before  five 
o'clock  after  a  heavy  bombardment.  The  Irish  sprang  up  and 
vent  foi  .vard  cheering.  They  shouted.  "  Go  on.  M.in>.ters  »  " 
"  Go  on,  Dublins  !  "  and  old  Celtic  cries.  "  Now  then,  Irish 
Rilles  !  "     Our  shell-fire  crept  up  in  front  of  them.     They  went 
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the  from  tlic  south  in  four  waves  in  open  order,  with  alwut  50  yards 

bitwcen  each  wave,  and  on  the  left  the  tnxjps  naehed  their 
first  halting-place  in  the  village,  right  across  the  first  German 
trenches  ami  dug-o»its,  in  eight  minutes  after  starting  time — 
:i  distance  of  6(X)  yards,  which  is  a  wonderful  ri-cord. 

On  the  right  the  Irish  were  checked  by  three  niachine-grms 
well  placed  lor  very  deadly  work  and  sweeping  the  ground  with 
waves  of  bullets.  Many  poor  fellows  dropfxd.  Others  fell 
deliberately  with  their  faces  to  the  earth  so  that  the  bullets 
might  skiiii  above  their  prone  bodies.  At  the  same  time  the 
Irish  officers  and  men  were  being  sniped  by  German  marksmen 
who  had  crept  out  into  shell-craters.  It  was  a  serious  situation 
here  unless  the  muchine-euns  could  be  "  killed." 

A  brilliant  little  piece  of  tactics  was  done  by  the  troops  on 
the  left  of  th(;  right  wing,  who  swung  round  and  attacked  the 
machine-gun  position  from  the  west  and  north,  in  an  encircling 
movement  so  that  the  German  teams  had  to  run  out  of  the 
loop  with  their  weafjons  to  some  broken  trenches  300  yards 
away,  where  they  again  fired  until  knocked  out  by  some  trench- 
mortars  attached  to  one  of  the  Irish  battalions.  This  enabled 
the  right  wing  to  advance  and  join  the  left,  and  they  then 
advanced  togtthir  through  the  village,  with  the  Irish  Rifles 
remaining  to  hold  the  captured  ground,  and  the  Dubiins 
charging  ahead. 

In  the  centre  of  the  village  among  all  the  dug-outs  and  tunnels 
was  the  ruin  of  an  old  farm  in  which  the  enemy  had  another 
machine-gun  which  they  served  with  bursts  of  fire.  Again  our 
trench-mortar  men  saved  the  situation.  They  came  on  with 
the  infantry,  and  ranged  their  little  engines  on  to  the  farm, 
aiming  with  such  skill  that  the  hostile  machine-gun  was  put 
out  of  action  by  a  short  storm  of  high  explosives. 

The  men  were  still  suffering  from  snipers  and  ordinary 
riflemen  hidden  in  all  kinds  of  places  in  the  northern  half  of 
the  village,  where  there  were  concreted  and  tunn<  iKd  chambers 
with  loop-holes  level  with  the  ground,  through  which  they  shot. 
The  Irish  were  reckless  of  all  this  and  swept  over  the  place 
fiercely,  searching  out  their  enemies.  In  shell-craters  and  bits 
of  upheaved  earth  and  down  in  the  dug-outs  there  was  hand-to- 
hand  fighting  of  the  grinm\est  kind.  The  Bavarians  struggled 
savagely,  using  bombs  and  rifles,  and  fighting  even  with  the 
bayonet  until  they  were  killed  with  the  same  weapon. 
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It  wns  all  viry  quick.  Within  ten  minutes  of  reaching?  thf 
line  huif-wiiy  ihroiiRh  the  villaijc  the  leiulinR  Duhlins  had 
got  to  the  iK)rth<rn  end  of  it  and  sent  out  advanced  parties 
2(K)  yards  biyorid.  But  there  was  one  menace,  which  might 
have  l(  (I  to  disaster  but  for  quick  wit  and  fiKlitini?  u«-ni<is. 

The  Irish  hud  expected  that  their  left  flank  would  be  s  p. 
ported  by  other  troops  attacking?  between  Ginchv  and  Delville 
Wotxl.  but  owinu  to  the  didiculty  of  the  j,'rf»und'in  that  neigh- 
bourhoml  nnd  the  rapidity  of  the  Irish  advance  this  had  not 
been  possible,  and  the  victors  of  (Jinchy  foiuid  themselves 
with  an  exposed  flank  to  the  north-west  of  the  villajfc.  A 
younff  sapper  ollicer  from  Dublin  realized  the  situation,  and 
taking  conunarid  of  a  body  of  men  dug  a  deft  nsivc  flank  and 
established  sJron;?  posts  as  a  protection  afjaitjst  a  coimter- 
attack.  'J'he  situation  on  the  extreme  rijjht  was  for  some  time 
equally  i)erilous,  as  the  troops  cnRaffed  in  an  enterprise  on 
that  side  had  not  yet  made  good  their  pround,  and  the  splendid 
achievement  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  from  a  military  point  of 
view,  is  their  success— <|uite  astoundinglv  poo<l— of  taking  a 
hostile  front  of  9()0  yards  to  the  dejjth  of  nearly  a  mile  with 
no  supporting  troops  on  cither  flank. 


From  a  non-military,  untechnical,  human  point  of  view  the 
greatness  of  the  capture  of  Ginchy  is  just  in  the  valour  of 
those  Irish  boys  who  were  not  cowed  bv  that  sight  of  death 
very  close  to  them  and  all  about  them,  and  who  went  straight 
on  to  the  winning-posts  like  Irish  race-horses.     The  men  who 
were  ordered  to  stay  in   the  village  almost   wept   with  rage 
because  they  could  not  join  in  the  next  assault. 
^^  "  We  would  have  gone  on  into  the  blue,"  said  one  of  them, 
"  except  for  all  this  confounded  diplomacy."     Diplomacy  is  a 
fine   word   for   the  simple  law  of  safeguarding  the  captured 
ground  ;    but  you  sec  the  spirit  which  used  it.     It  was  the 
same  spirit  whieh  caused  the  temporary  desertion  of  three  Irish 
servants  on  tht;  Brigade  Staff.     One  of  them  left  a  note  yester- 
day morning  on  his  master's  table  :    "  As  I  could  not  be  at 
Guillemont  I  am  going  to  Ginchy.     I  hope  to  be  b.ack  a^^ain, 
so  please  excuse."  " 

Fine  and  wonderful  men  !    There  was  a  Sinn  Feiner  among 
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ill'  ni.  wilh  nil  tin*  pjission  of  his  politicnl  crrrd  and  "  ft  splendid 
soldiiT,"  said  one  of  his  odiccrs,  who  is  nti  Kri^rliNhnian. 
Natiormlists  and  Catht  lif?s,  Irish  to  the  bone,  with  every 
tradition  of  their  race  in  their  bi«HHl  and  spirit,  they  fought 
yc-^terday  and  in  the  dawn  of  to-day  without  any  thought  of 
!,'ri('vance  or  any  memory  of  hatred,  exet  pt  against  the  enemy, 
whom  they  call  "  Jerry  "  instead  of  Fritz. 

In  fair  fight  they  were  relentless,  but  they  were  kind  to  their 
prisoners.  It  is  queer  how  hatred  and  kiridness  alternates 
i"  these  men.  One  man  told  me  the  strang«'st  tale  with  absolute 
truth,  I  am  sun  ,  becai  •  of  his  fine,  steady  eyes.  lie  ca[)tured 
a  big  Saxon  in  a  shell-tiolc  the  night  Ixfore  the  attack.  The 
man  wjis  wounded  in  the  leg  and  back,  but  held  a  revfdver, 
and  was  not  too  ill  to  fight.  But  he  had  no  fight  left  in  him 
when  the  Irish. i<an  jumped  down  to  him. 

"  Arc  you  goi  s  to  kill  me  ?  "  he  asked  in  good  English, 

"  Sure,  no,"  said  the  Irishman.  "  But  just  put  away  that 
pistol,  won't  you."  Then  the  Irish  sergeant  undid  his  own 
tield  dressing  and  bound  up  the  man's  leg  and  back  (it  was  all 
under  the  loud  whistling  of  shells),  and  said,  "  Now  get  along 
with  you  back  to  your  own  lines,  for  faith  I  don't  mean  any 
harm  to  you." 

So  away  went  the  German  into  Ginchy,  and  aftcr\^  .rds,  no 
doubt,  wished  he  hadn't. 

A  tall  Irishman,  describing  the  great  charge  to  me,  said  : 
■'  The  small,  little  men  went  over  with  the  greates  pluck,  sir, 
so  that  it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  see.  And  the  Jerry  boys  ran 
that  fast  the  dust  was  in  their  throats,  it  was." 

"  How  did  you  get  that  Boche  cap  ?  "  one  man  asked  another. 
"  Did  you  kill  your  man  ?  " 

"  Did  I  kill  him  ?  .  .  .  I  brought  down  fourteen  prisoners 
all  by  myself,  I  did,  and  if  you  don't  believe  it,  here's  my  receipt 
for  the  same." 

He  held  out  a  slip  of  paper,  and  there  sure  enough  was  the 
oflicer's  receipt  for  the  fourteen  men. 

One  German  climbed  iij)  a  tree  during  the  attaelv.  lie  had 
a  white  cap-band  and  a  white  ribbon  on  his  shoulder,  and 
seemed  to  be  signalling. 

"  Now,  come  down,  Jcrrj',"  shouted  five  Irislimei!  in  a  chorus. 
"  If  you  don't  come  down  we'll  shoot  you,  we  will." 

The  man  would  not  come  down. 
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**  And  sure  wr  shot  him,"  was  the  end  of  the  story. 

The  h«nionrs  of  th(  day  are  witli  the  Irish,  and  tJitse  jfallant 
men  hofx-— they  sjMike  about  it  pUatlinKly— that  their  losses 
Mfill  Ik-  lilted  up  by  Irishmen,  so  that  the  spirit  of  their  reKimcnts 
may  be  kept. 


II 


XXIX 

TIIE  COMING  OF  TIIE  TASKS 
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Anothkr  (Ihv  if  crrrat  rrmcmhrancc  has  been  tyivcn  to  otir 
history  hy  Hritish  trtwips,  Stptembrr  thr  Fifteenth,  that  will 
nut  (juickly  pass  out  of  th<-  tiuiiiory  of  our  {xoplc.  for  on  that 
<lay,  which  was  yi'st«T(lay,  our  soUlicrs  broke  thmiigh  the 
<n«my's  third  Hrie  f»f  (hffricf  and  went  o«it  into  open  country, 
and  liavo  stayj^crintj  blows  to  that  German  war-machine  which 
for  two  years,  all  but  two  months,  seemed  unbreakably  strong 
against  us. 

It  was  a  day  of  good  success  yesterday.  It  was  no  longer 
a  promise  of  future  victor>-,  dependent  upon  all  the  flukes  and 
chances  of  war,  with  their  awful  hazards,  but,  for  one  day  at 
least,  not  looking  further,  the  real  thing. 

Our  men  had  the  taste  of  victory,  and  it  was  like  a  strong 
drug  to  their  hearts,  so  that  they  laughed  even  while  blood 
was  streaming  down  their  faces,  and  said  "  It's  wonderful !  " 
when  they  came  limping  off  the  battlefields  with  wounds  on 
fire,  and  "said  "  We  made  'em  run  like  rabbits  !  "  when  they 
lav  on  stretchers  and  could  not  move  without  a  groan. 

And  it  was  wonderful  indeed.  For  this  day  of  victory  came 
after  two  and  a  half  months  of  continued  and  most  bloody 
fighting.  Tliis  new  British  Anny  of  ours  had  not  had  an  easy 
walk  through  after  its  time  of  preparation  and  trainmg  in  the 
dirty  ditches  of  the  old  trench  warfare. 

The  task  that  was  set  to  our  soldiers  yesterday  would  have 
been  formidable  on  the  first  day  of  a  great  offensive.  Coming 
after  two  and  a  half  months,  it  was  startling  in  \t<  boldness, 
and  showed  that  our  Generals  had  supreme  confidence  in  the 
men,  in  their  own  powers  of  organization,  and  in  the  luck  of 
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battle  that  conns  to  tliose  who  have  worked  for  it.     The  enemy 


There  is  much 


bt  hcved  that  our  offensive  had  petered  out. 
evidenec  for  that. 

Tluy  did  not  beheve  it  jmssible  tliat  an  army  of  our  size 
and  strentjth  could  carry  on  the  attack  at  the  same  fierce 
pace.  They  cherished  the  hojK-  that  our  divi  ions  were  broken 
and  spent,  that  our  stores  of  ainnumition  were  giving  out, 
and  that  our  men  were  overtired. 

They  still  had  faith  in  their  own  gun-power,  the  defensive 
strength  of  a  thousand  gun»  against  the  Hritish  front,  and  it 
was  a  reasonable  faith.  They  had  been  digging  furiously  on 
dark  nights  to  strengthen  the  third  line  of  defence— the  famous 
FIcrs  line,  which  was,  they  thought,  to  be  the  boundary  of  our 
advancing  tide,  and  though  they  were  anxious,  and  were 
counting  uj)  frigutful  losses  on  the  Somme,  they  did  not  expect 
this  last  disaster  to  them. 

Yesterday  I  saw  their  prisoners  coming  off  the  battlefields 
in  droves,  and  to-day  hundreds  of  them  in  the  barbed-wire 
cages  behind  the  lines.  They  were  dazed  men,  filled  wiCh 
gloom,  and  tortured  by  a  great  bewilderment. 

"  It  is  your  victory,"  said  one  of  thiir  ollicers,  speaking  to 
me  in  French.     "  It  is  our  defeat.     I  caujiot  imderstand." 

"  C.c  rmany  is  •  kaput,'  "  said  one  of  their  non-commissioned 
officers.  He  meant  that  Germany  is  down—"  in  the  soup," 
as  our  soldiers  would  say.  It  was  an  exaggeration,  for  Germany 
has  still  a  lot  of  fight  left  in  her,  but  it  was  the  belief  of  her 
beaten  soldiers  yesterday. 

Our  men  were  exalted — excited  by  the  smell  of  victory, 
exaggerating  also  our  own  gains  gloriously  in  the  belief  that 
"  the  last  great  smash  had  been  made,  and  that  the  end  of 
this  foul  and  filthy  war  is  at  hand."  They  "  went  over  "  at 
flawn  yesterday  filled  with  the  spirit  of  victory,  and  it  was 
half  the  battle  won. 


Many  of  them  went  over,  too,  in  the  greatest  good-humour, 
laughing  as  they  ran.  Like  children  whose  fancy  has  been 
innamed  by  some  new  toy,  they  were  enormously  cheered  by 
a  new  weapon  which  was  to  be  tried  with  them  for  the  first 
time  -"the  heavily  armoured  car"  mentioned  already  in  the 
olUcial  bulletin. 
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That  description  is  a  dull  one  compared  with  all  the  rich  and 
riire  qualities  which  belong  to  these  extraordinary  vehicles, 
rhe  secret  Jiem  was  kept  for  months  jealously  and  nobly. 
It  was  only         w  days  a}»o  that  it  was  whispere<l  to  me. 

"  Like  pr  oric  monsters.  You  know,  the  old  Ichthyo- 
saurus," said  t'le  oHicer. 

I  told  him  he  was  puUing  my  leg. 

*'  But  it's  a  fact,  man  !  " 

He  breathed  hard,  and  laughed  in  a  queer  way  at  some 
enormous  coniieality. 

"  They  cat  up  houses  and  put  the  refuse  under  their  bellies. 
Walk  right  over  'em  !  " 

I  knew  this  man  was  a  truthful  and  simple  soul,  and  y<!t 
could  not  believe. 

"  They  knock  down  trees  like  match-sticks,"  he  said,  staring 
at  me  with  shining  eyes.     "  They  go  clean  through  a  wood  !  " 

"  And  anything  else  ?  "  I  asked,  enjoying  what  I  thought 
was  a  new  sense  of  humour. 

"  Everything  else,"  he  said  earnestly.  "  They  take  ditches 
like  kangaroos.  They  simply  love  shell-craters !  Laugh  at 
\m  !  " 

It  appeared,  also,  that  they  were  proof  against  rifle-bullets, 
niaehine-gun  bullets,  bombs,  shell-splinters.  Just  shrugged 
tluir  shoulders  and  passed  on.  Nothing  but  a  direct  hit  from 
a  fair-sized  shell  could  do  them  any  harm. 

•  But  what's  the  name  of  these  mythical  monsters  ?  "  I 
asked,  not  believing  a  word  of  it. 

He  said  "  Hush  !  " 

Other  people  said  "  Hush  !  .  .  .  Hush  !  "  when  the  subject 
was  alluded  to  in  a  remote  way.  And  since  then  I  have  heard 
that  one  name  for  them  is  the  "  Hush-hush."  But  their  real 
name  is  Tanks. 

For  they  are  real,  and  I  have  seen  them,  and  walked  round 
them,  and  got  inside  their  bodies,  and  looked  at  their  mysterious 
organs,  and  watched  their  monstrous  movements. 
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I  came  across  a  herd  of  them  in  a  field,  and,  like  the  country- 
man who  hrst  saw  a  giraffe,  said  "  Hell  !  .  .  ,  I  doji't  believe 
it."     Then  I  sat  down  on  the  grass  and  laughed  until  the  tears 
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came  into  my  ryes.  (In  war  one  has  a  funny  srnsc  of  humour.) 
For  they  were  monstrously  comical,  like  toa«ls  of  vast  size 
jmcrcrinj;  iVom  tht-  primeval  slimt;  in  the  twiliyht  of  the  world's 
duwi). 

The  skipper  of  one  of  them  introduced  me  to  them. 

"  I  frit  awfully  biseked,"  said  the  y«)un<»  oflieer  (who  is  about 
five  f <  <  t  hiirh),  '*  when  my  beauty  ate  up  her  lirst  house.  But 
I  was  sorry  fur  the  house,  which  was  quite  a  ijo(h1  one." 

"  And  how  about  tn-es  ?  "  I  asked. 

" 'llu  y  simply  love  tn-es."'  he  answered. 

\Vli<  n  our  soldiers  hrst  saw  these  stranye  cn-atures  lolloping 
alonf,'  the  roads  and  over  old  battle^K■ld^.  t'\kinf»  trenches  nn 
the  way,  they  shouted  and  cheered  wildly,  and  lauj»hed  for  a 
day  afteruMTfls.  And  yest»rday  the  tr(M)ps  got  out  of  their 
tretieiies  lauijhiiitj  and  shoutinjj  and  chu  ritii»  again  because 
the  Tanks  had  j»one  on  ahead,  and  were  searing  the  (iermans 
dreadfully,  whilr  they  moved  over  th--  enemy's  trenches  and 
pound  out  lire  on  every  side.  As  I  shall  write  later,  these 
motor  monst«rs  had  strange  adventures  and  did  very  good 
work,  justifying  their  amazing  existence. 


V\ 


For  several  days  before  th?  great  blow  was  to  be  made,  and 
while  th(  re  was  heavy  fighting  in  progress  at  most  parts  of  the 
lint — the  ca|)ture  of  Guitlemont  by  English  and  Irish  troops, 
the  splendid  rush  of  the  Irish  throntrh  (iinchy — there  was  a 
steady  forwani  niovi  nuiit  and  eoneeutruti<»n  of  all  the  mm 
and  maehiiury  to  strike  at  the  Flers  line. 

Villages  beyond  the  zone  of  (ire  where  battalions  had  been 
resting  and  where  there  was  the  busy  life  of  soldiers  in  their 
billeting  areas  suddenly  became  emj)tie(l  of  all  this  human 
interest. 

The  men  had  passed  on — higher  up  the  roads,  and  higher 
up  wlu  r»'  then-  was  a  struggling  tide  of  all  the  trafFic  of  war— 
with  supply  cohunns,  nnile-trains.  guns,  limber,  ambulances, 
and  tr(K)ps  fnMU  all  parts  of  the  Umpire,  surging,  swirling, 
struggling  slowly  forward  through  narrow  village  stre<'ts,  up 
long  winding  roads,  across  trampled  and  barren  fields,  through 
the  ruuis  of  villagis  destroNed  a  year  or  more  ago,  and  out 
into  the  country  of  evil  menace  which  h  criss-crossed  by  old 
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treiicln^s  and  pittc-d  with  old  shell-crattTs  and  stnun  with  the 
n  fuse  of  battles  two  months  back  in  histon,'. 

Hrre  a  jj^rcat  army  with  all  its  material  of  war — incredibly 
vast  an<l  crowded — lay  waiting  for  the  hour  when  it  should 
he  hurled  to  the  great  hammer-stroke. 

They  w<'re  masses  of  men  who  were  there  the  night  before 
I  lie  bvttle  hidd»'n  in  the  darkness  of  the  earth,  not  revealed 
( \(P  by  the  white  moonlight  except  in  huddled  crowds  and 
eamps,  but  as  I  passed  them  again  a  few  hours  Ix-fore  the 
(lawn  I  thought  of  the  individual  and  not  of  the  mass,  all  the 
s(  panite  hopes  and  pulse-beats  of  these  men  who  were  going 
U>  do  a  big  thing  if  luck  should  favour  us. 

And  out  of  the  darkness  I  thought  I  heard  the  sound  of 
laughter  rising  at  the  thought  of  the  ruoustrou-,  ■"  lliisli-hush." 
Before  the  dawn  the  moon  was  high  and  clear  in  a  sky  that  had 
hardly  any  clouds.  It  shone  down  ujkmi  the  fields  and  roads 
so  that  the  plaster  walls  of  French  cc^t^^jes  were  very  white 
uutler  the  blae!:  roofs,  and  rows  of  t<  nts  were  like  little  hillocks 
of  snow  in  the  harvest-Helds. 

As  I  looked  up  a  shooting  st4ii  tlash(  <l  across  the  sky,  and  I 
thought  of  th(>  old  legend  of  a  passing  life,  and  wondered  why 
to-night  all  the  star^  were  not  falling. 

Presently  dawn  came,  and  -some  low-lying  clouds  were 
touched  with  a  warm  s>li>w  which  deepened  and  spread  until 
they  w(  re  all  crimson.     It  was  a  ri-<l  dawn. 

"'  The  pronuse  of  victory  like  the  sun  of  Austerlitz,"  said  an 
oilicer. 

liefort  SIX  o'clock,  siunmer  time,  all  our  gtms  wen-  bring 
steadily,  and  all  the  sky,  ver\'  pale  and  shuiimering  in  the 
first  twilight  of  the  day,  was  fUkd  with  the  flashes  of  gims  and 
slu  11-bursts.     Heavy  howitzers  were  eating  up  shells. 


'M 


I  went  to  the  right  of  the  line,  hopitig  to  see  the  infantry 
attack  to  tin  lift  of  Leu7.e  Wood,  as  I  had  watched  the  battle 
)u  re  a  week  or  two  ago,  and  here  one  of  the  motor  monsters 
Was  coming  across  the  gro'ni<!  But  as  the  sun  rose  higher  it 
'In  w  the  moisturi  out  of  i«ll  these  shell-craters  and  trenches, 
and  a  dense  white  mist  l^iotted  out  th'-  ridge  for  an  hour  or 
luor*.',     Freacii   troops    wiio   join   our   iiiic    here   came   iicruitii 
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coiuitry.  British  solditrs  were  niovinj,'  forward  on  the  lift, 
silently,  with  the  mist  ubout  them. 

Ovrrluad  shiils  went  nishinj^ — heavy  shells  that  travelled 
with  the  noise  of  trains.  Forward  batteries  were  lirin<^  rapidly 
and  inenasinj^'ly,  and  then  sharp  staccato  knoekini,'  was  dear 
above  the  luavy  crashes  of  j^ant  "  criiinps."  compared  by  a 
whimsical  mind  in  this  war  with  "  an  immortid  plumber  laying 
down  his  tools." 

Machine-^'iin  fire  rapped  out  in  fierce  spasms,  and  the  Gt  rman 
'•  Archit  s  "  were  throwini,'  up  shells  which  burst  all  about  the 
planes  of  our  airmen,  who  came  like  a  flock  of  birds  over  the 
battlefields,  flyiuf;  low  above  the  mists. 

They  did  wonderfid  thin<,'s  yesterday,  those  liritish  air- 
pilots,  risking'  their  li\is  audaciously  in  sinyle  combats  with 
liostil<'  .".irnK  II.  in  encounters  a^'ainst  prcat  odds,  in  bombinjj 
enemy  lieadcpiartirs  and  railway  stations  and  kite-balloons 
and  troops,  and  registerinji  or  observing  all  day  long  for  our 
artillery.  Thiy  were  out  to  destroy  the  enemy's  last  means 
of  observation,  and  they  began  the  succcs^  of  the  battle  by 
gaining  the  absolute  mastery  of  the  air. 

Thirtdii  German  aeroplanes  (since  reported  by  Sir  Douglas 
Haig  to  be  fifteen)  were  brought  down,  and  thiir  flying  men 
dared  not  come  across  our  lines  to  risk  more  losses. 

On  our  side  it  was  fighting  "  all  in."  There  was  nothing 
of  a  killing  character  within  our  reach  and  knowledge  which 
we  tlid  not  use,  and  we  turned  the  enemy's  own  worst  weapons 
against  himself. 

Every  material  of  war  ntadc  by  the  home  workers  in  our 
factories  by  months  of  toil  wa«  called  in. 

The  men  went  in  with  the  resol\e  to  break  through  the 
enemy's  third  hue  without  counting  the  cost,  to  smash  down 
any  opposition  they  might  meet,  and  to  go  forward  and  far 
until  tluy  ctiuKI  get  the  enemy  on  the  run. 

A  body  of  Scots  went  up  to  the  battle-lines  to  the  tune  of 
"  Stop  your  tickling,  Jcwk,"  but  there  was  a  grim  meaning 
in  the  music,  and  it  was  no  love-song. 

English  soldiers  had  been  practising  bayonet  exercise  harder 
than  usual,  and  with  a  personal  interest  beyond  the  discipUne. 
"It's  time  to  finish  old  Fritz"  was  the  shout  of  one  soldier 
to  another.     *'  We  want  to  go  home  for  Christmas  !  " 

The  men   fought   yesterday   fiercely  and   rutlUessly.     They 
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want  to  gf't  on  to  the  heels  of  the  enemy,  axul  there  were 
muiiicnts  yestcrduy  when  they  saw  many  j)air;>  of  heels. 


6 

The  area  of  our  attack  extended  on  the  left  from  the  pfround 
north  of  Pozicres  to  the  line  reeently  ^von  to  the  north  of 
IJiiichy  on  the  right,  and  its  pnr|)ose  was,  as  I  have  said,  to 
hrtak  thronj.'h  the  third  Cerinan  line  below  C'oMre<  It  tte,  Martin- 
juiieh,  and  Lesboenfs,  a  distance  of  about  six  miKs.  Tinu  of 
attack  was  shortly  after  six  o'ckx-k  yesterday  inornin?,  and 
alont;  all  the  liiu'  the  troops  were  awaiting  the  moment  to  rise, 
after  our  artillery  had  completed  its  first  liarrage. 

On  the  left  in  front  of  C'ourcelette  there  was  hard  and  un- 
»xpieted  fighting.  As  we  now  know  the  enemy  had  prepared 
an  attack  against  us,  and  had  massed  tr(K)ps  in  considerable 
foret  in  his  front  and  reserve  hues.  He  sent  out  advanced 
patrols  and  bombing  parties,  while  our  men  were  waiting  to 
•jti  ovtr,  and  immediately  there  was  a  fierce  encounter. 

One  you!ig  brown-eyed  fellow  told  me  his  own  experience, 
and  it  was  like  many  others. 

'■  The  sergeant  in  my  bay,"  he  said,  "  suddenly  called  out  that 
In  had  seen  a  signal  light  go  up  froni  another  jwint  of  the  trenches 
giving  a  warning  of  attack.  '  We  shall  have  the  whole  lot  on 
us,'  he  shouted.     '  Look  out  for  yourselves,  lads.'  " 

The  enemy  came  over  in  a  rush.  Many  fell  before  the  rifle- 
lire  of  our  men,  but  others  managed  to  jump  into  portions  of 
trench,  and  bombed  their  way  up  several  of  the  bays. 

Machine-guns  wer^  turned  on  to  them,  and  there  were  not 
niany  left  alive.  But  before  the  hght  had  ended  a  new  one 
l)egan,  for  our  jumping-off  time  had  con)  •,  and  the  assaulting 
troops  rose  as  one  man,  and  taking  i\o  notice  of  what  had 
hajjpened  swept  across  their  own  trenches  and  the  Germans 
who  were  in  them,  and  went  straight  across  country  towards 
Courcelette. 

They  came  up  inmiediately  against  difficult  ground  and 
lu  rcc  machiiu-gun  fire.  South-east  of  Courcelette,  beyond  the 
slu  ll-craters  and  bits  of  broken  trench  which  the  men  had 
tarried  easily  enough,  sweeping  the  Germans  down  before 
tiieni,  stood  the  ruins  of  a  sugar  factory,  which  the  enemy  hnd 
made  into  a  ri  doubt,  with  machuie-gun  emplacements. 
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It  was  one  of  those  deadly  places  wliieh  have  cost  so  many 
lives  ariioii<i  onr  men  in  other  parts  of  the  hattle-ground  now 
in  our  hutnls. 
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But  we  had  a  ii<  w  <n trine  of  war  to  destroy  the  place.  Over 
our  own  trenches  in  the  twilight  of  the  dawn  one  of  those 
motor-inonst.  rs  had  lurelud  up,  and  n«>w  it  came  crawiinR 
forward  to  I  he  nseiie,  eheered  by  the  assaullini,'  troops,  who 
called  out  words  of  «ricourapenient  to  it  and  laiii,'hed,  so  that 
some  men   wire  lauyhiiif?  even   when  hulKts  eaiiyht  them  in 

the  throat. 

"  C  rcme  (It  M(  tithe  "  was  the  name  of  this  particular  creatt»e, 
and  it  wafldh«l  forward  rij^ht  ov(  r  the  dd  G<rnian  trenches, 
and  went  forward  v(  ry  steadily  towards  tii(   sii<rar  factor\'. 

There  was  a  s<  eond  of  silence  from  the  ent  tuy  there.  Then, 
suddenly,  their  maehine-<.'un  fire  burst  out  in  nervous  spasms 
and  splashed  the  sides  of  "  Creme  de  Menthe." 

I!ut  the  Tank  tlid  not  mind.  '1  he  bullets  fell  from  its  sides, 
harmlessly,  it  advanced  uj.un  a  broken  wall,  leaned  up 
acainst  it  Ik  avily  until  it  fell  with  a  crash  of  bricks,  and  then 
rose  on  to  thf  bricks  aiul  passed  ovir  them,  and  walked  straijjht 
into  the  mielst  of  the  factory  ruins. 

From  its  sidt  s  canu-  flashes  of  tire  and  a  hose  of  bidlets,  and 
then  it  trampled  around  over  machine  emplaet  ruents,  "  having 
a  trrand  time,"  as  one  of  the  men  said  with  enthusiasm. 

It  erushetl  the  maehine-fruns  under  its  heavy  ribs,  and  killed 
nuiehine-L'un  teams  with  a  deadly  fire.  The  iid'antry  followed 
in  and  to^^\i  the-  place  after  this  good  help,  and  then  advanced 
ajjraiii  round  the  Hanks  of  the  monster. 

In  spite  ol  tin  Tank,  which  did  such  grand  work,  the  assault 
on  C'oiiree  1<  tli'  was  hard  and  costly.  Again  and  again  the  men 
came  und<  r  machine-gun  fire  and  rifli-fire,  for  the  Germans 
had  duo  11.  w  tnnehes,  called  the  Fab<  ekgraben  and  Zollern- 
grabeii,"whie!i  had  not  been  wiped  out  by  our  artillery,  and 
they  fouglit  with  great  courage  and  desi>eration. 

Seventy  mt  ri  who  advanced  first  on  a  part  of  these  lines 
were  swept  down.  Seventy  others  who  went  forward  to  fill 
their  places  fell  also  to  a  man.  But  the  ir  comrades  were  not 
disheartene<l.  and  at  last  carried  the  position  in  a  great  wave 
of  assault. 
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Then  thty  went  on  to  the  village.  It  was  like  ah  hose 
villiitfts  ill  Gtrnum  hands,  tunnelled  with  a  nest  of  dujr-juts, 
and  a  stronghold  hard  to  take.  The  IJritish  troops  tntered 
it  from  the  tastcrn  side,  fought  yard  by  yard,  stubbornly 
resolved  to  have  it. 

The  Tank  earne  along  and  ploughed  about,  siarching  for 
Girnian  niachinr-guns,  thrusting  over  bits  of  wall,  nosing  here 
and  then-,  and  sitting  on  heaps  of  ruin  while  it  iired  down  the 
stnets.     By  O.-IO  last  evening  the  village  was  taken. 

The  British  t(K»k  400  prisoners,  and  when  they  were  brought 
down  to  I'o/ien  s  last  night  they  passed  old  "  Crftme  de  Meiithe," 
who  was  iroing  lionu-,  and  held  up  their  hands  crying,  "  Gott 
in  Himnu  I  !  "  and  asked  how  they  could  fight  against  such 
monstrous  things. 

The  taking  of  Courceh tte  was  a  great  achievement  skilfully 
planned  and  earni  d  out  with  stern  and  high  courage  by  splendid 
men,  and  one  monster. 

8 

On  tlu'  right  of  these  troops  there  was  a  great  assault  upon 
Martinpnieh  and  High  Wood.  Here,  also,  in  High  Wood,  the 
(icrmans  had  lu-en  ready  for  an  attack,  and,  being  forestalled 
in  that,  tluy  made  a  strong  count<r-attaek  which  for  a  time 
had  some  success,  driving  our  men  back  to  the  southern  edge 

of  till-   WO(Xl. 

Our  troops  had  been  heavily  shelled  bt  forehand,  and  they 
found  the  enemy  in  much  stronger  force  than  they  had  expected 
ill  that  wooil  of  bitter  memorv'.  But  these  men  of  ours — I 
had  nut  many  of  them  before,  a  year  ago-fought  very  gamely. 

Some  among  them  were  utterly  without  experience  of  the 
Somme  kind  of  lighting  and  wilted  a  little  before  its  ferocity 
of  fire,  but  the  older  men,  the  "  veterans  "  of  a  >  ear's  service 
or  more,  chiered  them  up,  kept  them  steady,  and  led  them 
on. 

They  counter-attacked  the  counter-attack  and  regained  their 
oil!  line,  and  then  to  their  great  joy  saw  the  Tanks  advancing 
through  High  Wood  and  on  each  side  of  it. 

"  It  was  like  a  fairy  tale  !  "  said  a  Cockney  boy.  "  I  can't 
help  laughing  every  time  I  think  of  it." 

Ii«-  laughed  then,  though  he  had  a  broken  arm  and  was 
coveretl  in  blood. 
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"  Thf-y  broke  down  tre<s  as  if  thty  were  match-sticks, 
and  went  over  barricades  like  elephants.  The  Hoches  were 
thorouphly  scared.  They  came  running  out  of  shell-holes  and 
trenches,  shoutinij  like  mad  thini;s. 

"  Sf)nie  of  them  attacked  the  Tanks  and  tried  to  bomb  them, 
but  it  wasn't  a  bit  of  good.  O  Crikey,  it  was  a  rare  treat  to 
see  !  The  bi^pest  joke  that  ever  was  !  They  just  stamped 
down  the  German  dug-out  as  one  might  a  whc»ps'  nest." 

On  the  left  of  High  Wood  was  a  very  fine  btxly  of  troops 
who  had  no  trenches  to  lie  in,  but  just  lay  out  in  shell-crat»rs 
under  a  constant  fire  of  "  whizz-bangs,"  that  is  to  say,  field- 
giuis  firing  at  short  range,  which  was  extremely  hard  to  endure. 

"  It  was  cruel,"  said  one  of  these  men,  "  but  we  went  forward 
all  right  when  the  time  came,  over  the  bodif  s  of  comrades  who 
were  lying  in  pools  of  blood,  and  afterwards  the  enemy  had 
to  pay." 

9 

They  were  co-operating  with  some  troops  on  their  left,  who 
went  straight  for  Martiiipuieh,  that  village  into  which  I  stared 
a  week  or  two  ago  after  a  long  walk  to  our  front  line  on  the 
crest  of  the  ridge  beyond  Bazxntin,  looking  at  the  Promised 
Land. 

These  men  were  superb  and  went  across  No  Man's  Land 
for  nearly  1000  yards  in  six  minutes,  racing.  They  made 
short  work  with  the  Germans  who  tried  to  snipe  th<m  from  the 
shell-crat(  rs,  and  only  came  to  a  cheek  on  the  outskirts  of 
Martinpuieh,  where  they  were  received  with  a  blast  of  machine- 
gun  fire. 

It  was  then  the  turn  of  the  Tanks, 

Before  the  dawn  two  of  them  hud  come  up  out  of  the  dark- 
ness niul  luniht  red  over  our  front-line  trenches,  looking  towards 
the  eiuniy  :is  though  hungry  for  breakfast.  Afterwards  they 
came  across  No  Man's  Land  like  enormous  toatis  with  |)ains 
in  their  stomachs,  and  nosed  at  Martinpuieh  before  testing  the 
stnngth  of  its  brokin  Inirns  and  bricks. 

The  nun  eh(«red  thmi  wildly,  wa\  itiu'  their  helmets  and 
dancing  round  th(ni.  One  company  nettled  eh(<ring  up.  lor 
th(  y  had  l«.st  two  of  their  oflicers  the  night  btfore  in  a  patrol 
adv(  nture,  and  it  was  the  sergeants  who  led  them  o\cr. 

Twenty  nniiutes  uftirwards  the  first  waves  were  inside  the 
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first  trench  of  Martinpuich  and  in  advance  of  them  waddled  a 

monster. 

The  men  were  hehl  up  for  some  time  by  the  same  machmc- 
Lr\in  fire  which  has  killed  so  many  of  our  men,  but  the  monsters 
ut  nt  on  alone,  and  had  astounding  adventures. 

They  went  straight  throuirh  the  shells  of  broken  bams  and 
houses,  straddled  on  top  of  German  dug-outs,  and  fired  enfilad- 
ing shots  down  German  trenches. 

Vrom  one  dug-out  came  a  German  colonel  with  a  white, 
frightened  face,  who  held  his  hands  very  high  in  front  of  the 
Tifnk,  shouting,   "  Kanierad  !     Kamerad  !  " 

"  Well,  come  inside  then,"  said  a  voice  in  the  body  of  the 
h«;ist,  and  a  human  hand  came  forth  from  a  hole  oiicning 
suddenly  and  grabbed  the  German  ollieer. 

For  tiic  rest  of  the  day  the  Tank  led  that  unfortunate  man 
about  on  the  strangest  journey  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

Another  Tank  was  confronted  with  one  hundred  Gern)ans, 
who  shouted  "Merey!  Mercy!"  and  at  the  head  of  this 
procession  led  them  back  as  prisoners  to  our  lines.  Yet  another 
Tank  went  off  to  the  right  of  Martinpuich,  and  was  so  fresh  and 
hii,'h-spirited  that  it  went  far  into  the  enemy's  lines,  as  though 
on  the  wav  to  Berlin.  *  . 

The  min  were  not  so  fortunate  as  the  monsters,  not  bemg 
!  -M)f  uirainst  machine-gun  bvdiets.  The  enemy  concentrated 
a  very  heavv  lire  \i|)on  them,  and  many  fell.  One  boy— 
a  fme,  Htout-heart.-d  lad  who  had  a  keen  and  spirited  look 
in  spite  of  dreiwlful  experience — told  me  a  tale  that  Edgar 
Allan  Poe  might  have  written  if  he  had  lived  to  see  things 
worse  tlian  anything  in  his  morbitl  imaginings— one  of  our 
eotninon  tak-s. 

A  (lernian  "cnimp"  killed  a  lance-corporal  by  his  side  and 
l)uned  them  both  coinpletriy.  ^^ 

•  It  wiis  just  my  steel  hat  that  kept  the  earth  from  my  face, 
said  thi   l)ov,  "  and  gave  me  a  little  handful  of  air  to  breathe, 
h  was  m  a  wvc  trench  we  hatl  dug  to  get  some  cover.     But 
now  I  was  eovrred  tfH)  much. 

'•  It  s(  ( lurd  like  an  hour  I  was  there,  but  perhaps  no  more 
than  hair  that  time.  I  tried  to  shout,  but  could  not.  .\  man 
waiked  over  my  head,  but  did  not  know  I  was  there. 

■•  Presently  they  saw  the  lanee-cor|)orars  leg  stieking  out, 
and  started  to  pull  him.     I  got  my  hand  out,  and  waggled  it, 
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and  tiny  startrtl  dijfjfinj;  for  nic.     It  was  just  time.     The  vein- 
wen-  starting  out  of  my  head,  ami  I  was  nearly  gone." 

It  was  laJe  in  the  evening  before  the  whole  of  MartinpuicI 
was  taken  after  fierce  fightinp,  and  it  was  the  crowning  triumnl 
of  a  successful  day. 

10 

The  troops  on  the  left  side  of  the  line  did  amazingly  well, 
and  were  handled  wdi.  They  took  forty  (Jc  rinan  oflicers  an.i 
143(»  other  ranks.  Against  them  was  the  'ind  Havarian  Corps, 
whom  many  of  our  men  had  met  before  at  Kemmel  and  th» 
II()her)y.o!lern  and  Ypres,  glad  now  to  pav  <.ff  old  scores  against 
them. 

On  the  right  of  the  troops  at  Martinpuieh  the  attack  was 
swii.jruig  up  to  Fhrs  across  a  >vidc  stn  teh  of  diflieult  and 
perdous  ground  strongly  defended. 

The  enemy  was  flinging  over  storms  of  shrapnel  and  high 
explosives,  and  numy  of  our  men  fell,  bi-t  the  wounded  shouted 
on  the  (.thers,  if  they  were  not  too  badiy  hit,  and  the  others 
went  forward  grimly  and  steadily, 

Thtse  soldiers  of  ours  were  superb  in  courage  and  stoic 
endurance,  and  pressed  forward  stiadily  in  broken  waves. 
Tlu  first  news  of  success  came  through  from  an  airman's  wire- 
less, which  s.iitl  : 

"A  'J  ank  is  walking  up  the  High  Street  of  Fleis  with  the 
British  Army  chetring  behind." 

It  was  an  actual  fact.  One  of  the  motor-monsters  was  there, 
enjoying  itself  thoroughly,  and  keeping  down  the  heads  of  the 
enemy. 

It  hiuig  out  a  big  piece  of  paper,  on  which  were  the  words  : 
"  GIJEAT  IILN  DEFEAT.    SPECIAL  !  " 

The  aeropliuie  flew  low  over  its  carcass,  machine-gunning 
the  scand  Germans,  who  fled  before  the  monstrous  apparition. 
Later  in  tin-  day  it  seemed  to  have  been  in  need  of  a  rest  before 
conimg  home,  and  two  humans  got  out  of  its  inside  and  walked 
back  to  our  lines. 

But,  by  that  time,  Flers  and  many  prisoners  were  in  our 
hands,  and  our  troops  had  gone  beyond  to  farther  fields. 
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On  tht'  rxtnnic  ri^ht  of  our  line  of  attack  the  ftf^htinf;  was 
liiinlcst  and  fi<  rccst  of  all,  and  is  still  vi  r>'  c-onfiis«-d  und  un- 
certain to  the  north  of  Ginchy  and  in  the  direction  of  Gucde- 
eoiirt.  In  this  direction  the  enemy  fonj»ht  with  (inc  coiirajjc. 
Machinc-tfiin  fire  swept  our  men  from  tlie  direction  of  Morval 
and  Comhies,  and  the  shell-fire  was  frii»htfid  in  its  violence. 

Nevertheless,  the  first  rush  forward  was  maj»nificent  on  the 
part  of  the  tnwips.     They  were  the  Guards. 

"  Lots  of  our  men  dropped,"  said  one  of  them,  "  but  wc 
didn't  l<K)k  round  or  l)other  about  anything  or  sec  anything 
•  f  what  was  jfoitij,'  on  around  us.  We  had  orders  to  pusli  on, 
and  wc  pushed." 

The  enemy  resisted  stoutly  along  his  (irst  line.  They  kept 
up  a  severe  rifle-fire  and  machine-gun  fire  until  our  ncn  were 
nu'ht  on  thiin,  and  then  fought  bnyoni  t  to  bayonet. 

Large  numbers  of  them  were  killed,  and  the  tr<x)ps  swept 
tiiroiigh  to  the  second  line  of  trenches  and  took  that. 

A  thin!  wave  passed  through  them  to  the  third  German 
tn  iich,  but  before  they  reached  this  goal  the  G<rman  soldiers 
eanie  out  with  their  hands  up  and  surrendered.  Our  men 
went  on  and  on. 

"  The  Uochcs  ran  like  rabbits  before  us,"  said  several  of 
them.  They  went  too  far,  these  soldiers,  in  their  eagerness. 
One  of  the  colonels  stood  up  on  a  hilU)ck  blowing  a  hunting- 
liorn  to  fetch  them  back,  but  they  did  not  hear,  and  went  on 
still  farther,  unsupported  by  troops  on  their  right. 

The  officers  waved  on  the  men  with  their  revolvers,  and 
many  fell  leading  their  companies.  It  was  one  of  the  greatest 
charges  in  history,  but  drove  out  too  far  into  the  "  blue  " 
without  sufTicient  co-operation,  >vith  troops  held  up  lower  down 
by  strong  points  and  machine-guns.  What  the  situation  is 
there  to-night  I  do  not  yet  know,  except  that  our  men  were 
figJ.ting  on  the  outskirts  of  Gucdecourt. 

12 

I  have  no  time  to  tell  of  all  the  great  drama  I  have  seen — 
the  long  tiails  of  the  walking  wounded,  marvellously  brave, 
Wonderfully  full  of  spirits,  the  long  columns  of  German  prisoners 
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trampin"  back  from  the  battkfields,  dejected  and  nnscrable, 
and  othrr  great  pictures  of  ^var  not  yet  to  be  ^;""^'"- 

The  German   prisoners  were  utterly   dismayed- be  %Mldcr 
bevond  words.     Some  of  the  onicers  tried  to  shrug  it  oft  as 
-  a  stn,ke  of  h.ck,"  but  others  admitted  that  we  had  surprised 
them  bv  a  OTcat  and  brilhant  stroke. 

(^  e  of  tl^n.  with  whom  I  spoke  was  a  young  artillery  oir,ccr 
^vho  had  fought  against  us  at  Ypres  in  19U,  and  afterwards 
against  the  Russians.  ,.  .    . 

"  The  Somme  is  the  worst  of  all  for  us,     he  said.        It  i- 

''levl'rll  Gcnnan  orfieers  were  appalling  figures,  in  masks  o 
horror,  their  faces  as  black  as  negroes.  Tliey  had  n-en  in^ 
cl„..out  blown  u,>  by  one  of  eM.r  bombs,  anel  it  was  lull  of  Ver 
li..hts,  which  llamed  about  them  and  burnt  them  black. 
^It  ;as  a  black  elav  for  Germany,  and  the  hardest  blow  tha 
has  been  struck  at  her  heart  and  pride  by  British  troops.  Fo 
us  the  glorv  of  the  day  is  in  the  splendour  of  our  men. 


XXX 
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September  17 
TiiF.  encmv  has  mmlc  desperate  attempts  to  organize  connter- 
•.ttaeks  to' thrust  back  our  lines  from  the  ground  gained  by  us 
sinee  Friday  morning.  They  have  failed.  We  hold  all  the 
.'round  captured  in  the  general  assault,  and  yesterday  and  to-day 
our  troojis  have  gone  farther  forward,  winning  new  and  im- 
portant positions. 

Mou(]uet  Farm,  for  which  the  Australians  fought  with  a 
most  stubborn  courage,  entering  the  place  several  times  with 
their  patrols,  was  taken  last  night  by  a  swift  and  successful 
assault.  Left  of  that,  below  Thiepval,  and  to  the  cast  of  that 
'^trou^hold,  attacks  beginning  last  Thursday  on  a  fortified 
|M,sition  known  as  the  "  Wunderwerk  "  (a  curious  and  villainous 
system  of  trenches  and  dug-outs)  have  been  a  brilliant  success, 
and  have  extended  our  gain  by  a  mile  of  frontage  along  th»- 

Danube  Trench. 

We  have  a  strong  flank  line  securing  Courcelette  and  have 
pushed  out  beyond  Martinpuieh  towards  Eaucourt-FAbbaye, 
and  bevond  Flers  towards  Cleudecourt.  The  day  has  not  been 
so  sensational  as  Friday,  but  solid  progress  his  been  made, 
and  the  enemv  is  kept  nervous. 

He  has  been  hurrving  up  reserves  from  Le  Sars  and  Mirau- 
mont  and  places  far  back  behind  his  lines.  They  wc  re  reported 
to  be  moving  up  yesterdav  by  motor  transport,  and  our  long- 
ivAvrv  gims  "dealt  with  them,"  to  use  the  grim  phrase  of  one 
of  our  artillery  olVicers. 

The  enemy's  losses  arc  certainly  verv-  frightful.  His  dead  lie 
->!id  in  certain  parts  of  the  battle-front.  There  are  fields  of 
liorror  here  rounti  High  Wood  and  above  Delvillc  Wootl,  and 
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not  all  tin-  shells  which  I  saw  slashing  those-  rows  of  trcc-stump> 
to-day  will  nWv  tlu-  enemy  back  those  men  who  are  ben.R  burut 

bv  his  hi^'h  ( xplosivcs.  ,  ^  ,  ,     i         n,    u-  i 

'The  whoK'  of  the  great  stretch  of  battlefield  along  the  hist 
rid-  to  l)<lville  Wood  and  Ginrhy  is  one  great  graveyard 
and  looking  across  it  to-.lay,  as  I  stood  among  she  1-craters  an, 
eld  (iern.a.,  trenches  an<l  the  litter  of  a  w.de  d.strnc  .on,  th, 
great  desolate  liorn^r  was  an  evil  panorama  which  chilled  one 

'^'The  (nemv  was  flinging  ov.r  heavy  -crumps"  and  blac 
shrap.H  1,  but  his  shooting  seemed  to  me  wild  and  without  definit 
t.  r.rets.  The  reason  of  it  was  clear.  In  taking  the  high  ruls 
we  have  th<'  observation  which  was  once  his,  and  it  is  our  artilkr 
which  now  has  the  supreme  advantage. 


The  bombardment  of  September  1.5  was  the  most  rcmarkab 
achievement  ever  done  by  British  artillery,  and  not  surpassc 
I  should  say,  in  any  army.     Every  detail  of  it  was  plan.u 

beforehand.  ,  .  ..^ 

Evcrv  "  heavy  "  had  its  special  objective  and  its  own  t.ni 
tables  working  e'xactly  with  the  infantry,  concentrating  upon  t 
enemy's  trenches  and  strong  points,  barraging  his  lines 
communication,  fe.Uowing  the  tracks  of  those  motor  monst. 
whose  ama/,ing  aelventures  I  described  m  my  last  dispat< 
and  co-operating  with  the  air  service  to  reach  out  to  dista 

^''The'iield-batteries  were  marvellously  audacious  in  taking 
new  positions,  and  the  F.O.O.'s  (the  fe.rwarel  observing  oflice 
were  gallant  in  cetting  up  to  the  high  ground  as  soon  as  . 
infantry  had  taken  it  and  registering  their  batteries  from  th 
nev  view-points. 

I  heard  to-elav  the  whole  artillery  scheme  of  one-  corps  i 
the  scientific  precision  with  which  the  enemy's  defence-s  w 
destroyed  made  me  shiver  as  in  the  presence  of  a  high  inteilige 
elistributing  death  on  a  great  scale-,  by  means  of  minute  calc. 
tions  of  time  and  space,  which,  indeed,  is  exactly  the  truth. 

The  enemy's  artillery  is  still  very  strong,  tmd  it  wouia 
nonsense  to 'depreciate  his  prodigious  gun-pe.wer.  But  ^.^ 
at  least  of  his  batteries  arc  in  a  perilous  position  now  that 
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.st„™p,| .,  ah,,,  to  obMrv,.  th.n,,  and  Iron,  -y^uvvn  obs.rv.tio,,  ..f  Ws 


(T  buried 

the  hifrh 
ivcyard, 
tcrs  and 
ion,  thiN 
led  oiu-s 

id  black 
t  definite 
iijh  r'u\<2<: 
•  artillcrv 


tlitri;  1;'.:;^;:^  that  hJ  is  s.,ir.i„«  th,.„,  n..„er 

Trxl'ro,,  'k-     0  him     a„d  it  ,s  r,.,„„rkahlc;  that  »i.hi„ 

.;,  ,;:h;„l's  of  o„r  attack  ho  coaocfa..,!  a  parfc-alarly  iarc- 
.,r   ,,n  lliL'h  Wood,  whin- our  na„»irLadva„c„,l,'. 
""■•  I  ossihl.  that  his  "  sa„sa«.  "  Wlooas  l,a,l  ohs.rycd 

,1      ,„,woh  of  th<.  Ta„ks,  a„d  l,ad  s.c-,,  tla„,  l„;l„,ul  o,,r 
h         ,k,.  ichthvosa„ri   vvaitina  for  th,  ir  n.or,,,,,.^  ■ncal. 
',;;:;   as  I    '  c    '  ' L Ly  hint..,l,  thore  is  so„„d  ..vid«,c.  tor 
.',,:  ivf    hit    ,c  had  prepared  a  great  co„„t,.r.at.aok  alo„a 
'v,  k  fro,,,  at  th.  very  time-  .h.,,  o„r  own  "-j-''    fu,,,. 
This  accounts  tor  the  great  mass  of  men  k  lUd  ,n  h,»  l, ncs 
:.„.i  for  th  "large  number  of  prisoners  .ho  fell  „,to  onr  han.ls. 


niarkabk 

iirpasscd, 

planmd 

iwn  time- 1 
;  upon  thi 
,   lines  of] 
monsters  | 
disjiatch, 
:o  distant  | 

taking  up 
i«T  oflicers: 
ion  as  our 
Tom  these 


corps  and 
;nces  were 
ntellifience 
te  calcula- 
truth, 
would  be 
But  souit 
>w  that  we 


.n„  eaptnre  :^^^J^  ^.ftLr^V^^^ 
i;::.X.atVi.to      ti:.nelled  d„8-o„t,  which  had  at  least 
ent  a       s    and  showed  no  willingness  to  .»rrc„i.r   ...u<- 

£;-t-Lr^-'^^-S^~— 

"  TlX-  capture  of  Monqnet  I'arn,  (a  stick  or  two  'j^^^ 
„f  broken  brickwork,  as  I  s,>w  ,t  »"«■•  «^-^'    ^o)  ''■'   "  ;'^S  ^\'^ 
,„«ifion  of  Thiipval  still  more  closely  gripped— the  garr,so. 
|us,t,o,,  o    '">:l'  ,     .      i,s   tunnclW   corr,dors-and 

t  lire  holds  o,it  stubborn,^    a,   "-s  t^.. ,,,.,,  Kimehctl 

|„.|p.d  forward  the  assault  ni»n  the  Danube  Trench  lau,>ched 

"";;if;ar"rM"Xr  the  operation   begun   last  Thursday. 
„,,  rour  "^o  .s  made  one  of  '''- ''"''t'or«tarwhch 
„„ricatc  systen,  of  earthworks  to  the  -;''\°    '^f '^^  t>d     h 
I  watched  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  the  W  ,ltsh,res  and 

(;loiieesters  did  so  well.  ,  .       ,  n,,     ,.i,i„~     is   an 

iJu    the    ici-t,    running    southwards    down     h^c    nd^c     i.   an 
extraordinary    V-shaped    wedge    with    an    open    end. 
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position  was  not  attacked,  hut  our  nun  drovt-  straight  up  to 
the  left  of  it,  upon  the  "  Wonder-work,"  which  was  one  of 
tliosc  nests  of  dnii-outs  upon  wliich  the  Girni;uis  hivishcd  all 
their  skill  in  difruinj,'  and  ponuuellinj,'  and  strcnj^thening  ami 
l"nrnishin<,'  in  what  ,>oldi(  rs  call  *'  the  days  of  peace  " — the  old 
days  (jf  orilinary  trench- warfare. 

it  was  no  longer  a  "  \Vonder-w»jrk  "  when  our  men  rushed 
upon  it.  A  whirlwind  bojuhardment,  which  had  preceded 
them,  and  heavy  shell-fire  for  weeks  past  had  broken  the 
concrete  emplacements  and  (lun«,'  up  the  c;irth  with  deep  shell- 
pits,  so  that  it  was  merely  a  jjart  of  the  i;eneral  chaos  existing 
OP  these  hatthiields. 

live  German  olHcers  and  110  men  were  still  ahvc  there,  and 
surren(hred  instantly.  "  You  were  on  us  like  the  wind,"  said 
one  of  till  se  ollicers  afterwards.  "  We  had  no  time  to  defend 
ourselves."  Other  men  lied  from  neit.'hl)ouring  shell-craters, 
but  ran  straight  into  our  curtain-fire  and  fell. 

Our  lads  chased  some  of  them  as  they  ran,  but  halted  this 
side  of  our  bursting  shells,  and  came  back  "  fearfully  bucked," 
to  use  their  own  ])hrase,  because  they  had  put  the  enemy  to 
flight  and  mastered  him  so  utterly. 


Yesterday  counter-attacks  were  attempted  by  the  5tli 
Reserve  lle'giment  of  Guards,  but  they  were  not  carried  through 
with  resolution.  The  first  wave  of  men  came  a  hundred  yards 
or  so  towards  our  men,  then  hesitated,  flung  their  bombs,  which 
fell  ludicrously  short,  and  ran  back. 

On  the  left  they  were  bolder  and  brave,  and  a  very  lonj. 
and  stubborn  fight  took  place  with  bombs,  ending  in  th( 
complete  victory  of  our  men  after  they  had  flung  1500  hand 
grenades. 

North-east  of  Flers  other  counter-attacks  were  attemptet 
yesterday,  but  our  troops  who  were  advancing  towards  Guedc 
court  went  right  through  them  and  over  them  with  irresistibli 
spirit,  checked  only  by  concealed  machine-guns  in  a  harvest 
field  on  their  wing. 

In  Houleaux  Wood,  to  the  north  of  Leuze  Wood,  there  ha: 
been  fierce  hand-to-hand  fighting,  and  in  the  centre  of  it  i: 
an  unfortunate  Tank— one  of  the  few  casualties  among  th< 
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.rinourcd   monsters- which   lies   with   its    no^c•    in    the   earth, 
lorniiiii,'  a  barricade  between  the  opposinK  bombers. 

The  L'eneral  situation  along  our  attacknii,'  front  leaves  the 
initiative  in  our  hands  and  reveals  the  temporary  demoralization 
„r  tlu-  enemy's  troops  and  conunand. 

One  cannot  say  more  than  that.  The  enemy  has  had  a 
hard  blow,  but  he"  has  reserves  of  strength  which  are  controlled 
l)v  cool  brains  behind  his  lines. 

"There  is  still  much  fighting  to  be  done  belore  Germany  s 
u.akness  reaches  the  breaking-point,  but  the  losses  we  have 
inllieted  uiM)n  her  during  the  last  three  days  are  so  terrible  tliat 
slw  cannot  hide  her  wounds. 
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In  iill  the  iiccoimts  of  the  fi;,')»tiii<,'  since  Friday  the  story  <>f  th 
Tanks-  those  weird  and  woiuUrful  ariiioured  monsters — rur 
hki-  a  hnnioroiis  thread.  Full  of  humour  and  fantasy,  hecaus 
of  their  shape  and  <iualities,  they  are  also  lilii d  with  ver 
pallant  men,  to  wiiom  <iriat  honour  is  due.  The  skippci 
and  crews  of  these  laiul-ships,  as  tliey  are  called,  had  to  j 
out  alone  in  many  cases  in  advance  of  the  infantry  and  upo 
hazardous  chances,  which  each  one  of  them  ki-  .v  were  weiphti 
with  the  risk,  almost  the  certainty— for  it  was  a  new,  untrit 
experiment— of  dtath.  They  had  astounding  advi  ntures  ar 
a  lari,'e  rneasun-  of  success,  and  it  was  due,  not  to  any  kind  i 
luck,  but  to  preat  skill  and  jjriat  coura<,'e. 

I  have  already  told  the  lirst  stories  of  their  actions.  To-da 
I  obtained  a  full  narrative  of  their  achievements,  and  it  is  oi 
of  tlie  most  tlramatic  and  gallant  records  in  the  history  of  tli 
war. 

Two  of  them  who  set  out  to  attack  the  line  from  Comblcs 
]\I(jr\  al  made  a  rendc/.vous  at  Wedge  Wood,  and  took  up  tht 
position  at  night.  One  of  them  set  off  and  ambled  slow 
until  it  came  within  400  yards  north-west  of  Combles,  far 
advance  of  the  infantry.  Here  it  sat  for  live  hours,  fightii 
the  enemy  alone,  and  shooting  down  German  bombing  parti 
until  it  was  severely  damageii. 

The  other  Tank  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bouleaux  \Vo< 
reached  the  enemy's  trenches  near  Morval,  and,  tinding  that 
had  left  the  infantry  behin«l.  went  back  to  inquire  for  thei 
They  were  held  up  by  German  bombers  in  a  trench,  so  the  Tai 
came  to  the  rescue,  bucked  over  the  trench,  and  crushed  t 
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iM.inlx  rs  into  the  larth  before  biR-kiiii,'  into  ;i  (Krp  sh.  ll-cT.itcr 
liiKJ  toi)|)liii-,'  ov.r.  UvTi  lor  an  hour  uiid  u  half  it  f,.rn><(l  a 
Larricadf  bAw.in  Hritisli  and  Clcrnuin  bomb.rs,  anil  tin-  rnw 
tri.t  ont  and  trird  to  hoist  it  out  of  tin-  shiU-liolc  undir  h(  a\ y 
till'.  One  of  the  nun  picked  up  a  live  bomb  llmii,'  by  the  enemy, 
liud  tri((l  to  hurl  it  to  a  safe  distance,  away  from  liis  comradis, 
l.ut  Nvas  blown  to  bits.  Finally  the  ''  ski|)|)er."'  with  his 
Mirvivin-,'  men,  came  back  to  our  lino,  leaving,'  tlie  derelict 
monster  still  used  as  a  barricade. 

North  of  (iinchy  telegraph  one  of  the  Tanks  attacked  a 
niaehine-yun  emi)lacement  and  kill-d  many  <.f  t!u-  men.  Kast 
,.r  D.lviile  WoiA  another  advanced  upon  a  (Jerman  trench 
c.illdl  Laaiier  Lane,  and  so  frii^litened  the  enemy  that  about  a 
hundred  ol^them  came  out  under  white  tla<,'s  and  surrendered 
I,,  it,  followin-,'  the  monster  back  to  our  lines. 

The  attaekOn  Hop  Alley,  by  Delvillc  Wood,  was  led  by  a 
Tank  which  attacked  a  number  of  bombers  and  put  them  to 
lli'iit,  so  that  the  trench  was  cleared  for  the  infantry.  After- 
\\ards,  under  a  hea\y  German  barraj,'e,  it  could  ailvanci-  no 
farther,  and  the  skipper  and  his  crew,  after  doinj?  this  tine 
work,  came  out  of  their  monster  and,  with  splendid  heroism, 
helped  our  wouiuled  for  three  hours.  ^^ 

The  ollicer  who  did  what  the  soldiers  call  the  <,'reat  "  stunt 
in  Klers  told  mc  his  story  to-day,  and  I  found  him  to  be  as  modest 
a  fellow  as  anv  naval  ollicer  on  a  li.!,'ht  cruiser,  and  of  the  same 
tine  type.  lie  went  into  Flcrs  before  the  infantry  and  followed 
by  them,  cheerinii  in  high  spirits,  and  knocked  out  a  machine-gun 
which  began  to  plav  on  him.  The  town  was  not  much  damaged 
by  shell-fire,  so  that  the  Tank  could  walk  about  real  streets, 
aiid  the  garrison,  which  was  hiding  about  in  dug-outs,  surren- 
dered in  small,  scared  groups.  Then  the  other  Tanks  came 
into  Flers,  and  together  they  lolloped  around  the  town  m  a 
free  and  easv  maiuier  before  going  farther  alield. 

The  Tank'which  went  through  High  Wood  did  great  i  xecution 
over  the  German  trenches,  and  another  wandered  around  shell- 
eiaters  "killing"  German  machine-guns.  The  casualties  were 
sli.Tht  considering  the  great  success  of  the  experiment,  and  on 
alfsides  among  our  soldiers  there  is  nothing  but  i)raise  of  the 
gallant  men  who  K-d  them.  They  are  still  going  strong. 
"  To-dav  one  uf  the  monsters— it  was  old  "  Cordon  Rouge  "— 
addling  over  shell-craters,  climbing  over  broken  trenches, 
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and  f(  t(  li(  il  ii}»  onlsicic  the  tloor  of  Ji  hriyiulnr's  diijj-otit.  Fror 
till'  itisi(l(  (if  the  Ixast  c-anic  a  v(  ry  cool  and  uravt-  yoiinp  mai 
who  saluted  in  a  naval  uay,  and  said,  "  I  await  your  order 
sir,  for  ".'oiny  into  actiiJi." 

"  And  Fni  very  piad  you  didn't  brinir  your  monster  dow 
into  my  rlu;.'-r)Ut."  said  the  hrijradii T.  '"  Hut  it's  very  kind  ( 
you  to  tall,  and  no  doubt  we  shall  want  you  shortly." 


M 


'  f 


I  have  h(  ( II  to-day,  and  for  four  days,  ainoiif;  the  men  \vh 
have  l)rr)k(ti  tlie  Fli  rs  line  and  j^iveii  the  <  iii  tuy  the  harde 
blows  he  has  ( \»r  suffend  on  this  front.  Sir  Douglas  Ila 
has  namiil  tin  in  this  aftirnoon  in  his  yreat  bulh  tin,  payins 
tribute  t«)  tli(  ir  valour  in  a  broad,  <,'eni  ral  way,  without  h  ttii 
the  eiK my  know  too  much  about  the  battalions  faeinj,'  hiii 
They  \v(  re  all  sphndid.  For  the  bi<,'  battle  on  Friday  was 
hard  one.  and  not  a  '  walk-over,"  so  that  our  n>en  wire  put  I 
the  supreme  test  of  courage  by  most  danwiable  shell-lire  ar 
fitree  concentrated  barrages  by  which  the  em  niy's  gunners  i 
long  ranges  endeavoured  to  support  their  lost  and  sufferii 
infai'try. 

What  touched  me  most,  perhaps,  thoui'h  Heaven  knov 
the  expe  rienees  of  all  our  soldiers  made  e)ne  awe-stn:ck,  was  tl 
way  in  which  our  newest  and  youngest  nun  went  through  wil 
their  bi\siness.  There-  were  some  of  them  Derby  recruits,  wl 
had  never  yet  seen  what  shell-fire  means  in  the-  Somme-  battle 
Older  men  among  them,  who  knew,  were  se>rry  fe)r  ther 
weinele  re (1  how  they  would  "  stick  it,"  and  saiel,  with  a  view 
encouragement,  "  Cheer  up,  you'll  soon  be-  deaei."  They  d 
not  hang  back,  these  new  fellows.  The  rawe  st  recruits  amoi 
the  in  strained  feirward  with  the  rest,  llounde  re  il  over  the  she 
holes  like-  the-  others,  and  leapt  into  the  German  trenches,  hi 
men  of  e)ld  lighting  spirit. 

8 

The  London  men  did  gloriously  and  had  one  of  the  harde 
points  of  the  attack,  and  came  under  semie  of  the  heavit 
storms  of  fire'.  These  young  Civil  servants  and  men  of  t 
London  suburbs,  who  used  to  go  to  City  ollices  by  early  mornii 
trains — do  you  remember  how  they  spoke  once  of  "  Londe 
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.„.j,l,. 'i> ''— foii'jht  sttrnly  niul  ciidund  with  stoiriMii,  svntl  had 
;i  l;iui.'l»  lift  ill  thtiii  al'ttr  the  huttlf  uhni  fh»y  fi>rt;<)t  Ihc 
lii'-htliihuss  of  it  all  and  n  iiKinluntl  tlic  raiifastic  jidvciitiins 
,,|'  the  Tanks  which  waddl.  il  into  the  (;<  rtnan  lines,  knotlvini,' 
il.Avii  trcc-stiitups.  clirnhinu  ovi-r  heaps  of  ruin,  and  *"  puttini,' 
thr  wind  up"  in  the  tiuiny's  ranks.  "•  It  was  a  lair  treat  !  " 
said  one  of  theni.  "■  K\  i  ly  time  I  think  of  it  I  ean't  help 
iaiiLlhin-;!  "  And  yet  it  wes  no  joki-,  afl(  r  all,  Init  \>Ty  i,'rin» 
;m(l  deadly  work. 

TIk  re  was  hardly  a  county  of  En«,'land  which  did  not  have 
iN  sons  in  this  hattle,  and  all  those  Kni;lisli  n  u'imenls  of  th<' 
ti'ith  and  tlie  south  were  so  ^'(mmI,  so  line,  so  full  of  spirit,  that 
it  made  one  wonder  ut  the  stoc-k  that  has  hred  these  nun,  ■,'ivinj,' 
t.i  them  out  of  the  strain  of  Enulaud  sotni-  (piality  of  hhunl 
that  has  withstood  all  the  weakenini,'  inlluenees  of  factory  life 
and  city  life.  And  yet,  havinj;  written  that,  I  see  it  is  foolishness. 
For  men  of  all  the  Empire  were  here,  and  it  was  the  spirit  of 
the  whole  race  that  rose  at  dawn  out  of  the  trenehes  and  shell- 
traters  and  went  forward  into  the  furnace-lires. 


About  the  Scottish  troops  I  can  say  no  more  than  I  have 
said  a  hundred  times,  loving  all  those  Lowlanders  and  High- 
iaiii!  rs  •'  this  side  idolatry." 

1  was  with  some  of  their  otlicers  to-day  again,  and  heard 
stories  of  their  men  who  took  one  of  the  German  strongholds 
alter  a  serpentine  plan  of  attack  dillicult  to  perform,  Ix cause  in 
attacking  men  will  go  straight,  and  coming  undi  r  shell-fire 
\-hieli  woidd  have  broken  the  spirit  of  weaker  men.  Hut  they 
\M  at  f)n  in  waves  over  the  German  trenches  and  into  the  village 
wlu  re  some  hundreds  of  men  surrendered  to  them,  coming  up 
<  ^lt  of  the  dug-outs  as  soon  as  the  Scots  were  about  their  hiding- 
!)la(\-s. 

The  German  soldiers  had  been  thoroughly  frightened  by  the 
Tank,  which  had  come  nosing  in  before  the  infantry,  and  many 
"f  them  huddled  piteo\isly  under  its  flanks  in  order  to  escape 
from  its  rapid  fire.  Sixty  men  came  out  of  on<;  dug-out  and 
:;rrc[idercd  in  this  v.ay.  Afterw':irds  the  Seot-i  pushed  on 
Ik  yond  the  stronghold  and  established  posts  and  dug  cover 
tor  themselves  against  the  enemy's  gun-fire,  which  threw  an 
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iiioriiM.iiv  iiumlKr  of  liit/li  «\i>l<>si\.  s  into  tluir  oltl  plucv  i 
tl,  r.iic.  .  wliicli  ^^a^  slurUtil  uilli  ImilHr  lor  du!,'-out->  and  ulln 
stons  nl  uar  matt  rial. 


i  I 


•1      i 


Till   Ciuiadiaiis  pniiiid  ^'r«ut  flory  on  Friday  and  Siitiirda 

Afttr  iliiir  loiij:  ami  hard  (  \|k  ri»  iicrs  in  Hit   sulii  nt  tli<v  car 

down  l<.  Hi<    Sotninc  hattMidd  d.tinnin.  d  to  '• -n  t  tluir  o\ 

Lack,"    :ind    do    l'h  at    advriitur.s.     'IIk  ir    i:ltaik    xvas    tim 

.)r>.'ani/.  «1.  and  wlun  all  tlu   dinic-nlli.s  an-  known  \\\\\  hv  ]^ 

do^^n   to  tlicir  en  (lit    a>  a   nally  ;,'na»    military   aclii*  V(  nici 

Anionir  tilt  in  is  a  body  of  Fruieh  Canadians,  dark-iyid  IVIlt) 

ulioni  it  is  stranj,'*-  to  nu-.t  about  the  villa^'t  s  of  Frunc-i' s|Huki 

volubly   uith  tlif  luasants  in  tluir  o\mi   toiiuiit.  ji  little  o 

fashioiitd.  as  it   was  once  spokt  n  in  tlif  «lays  of  Louis  XI 

wluii  lanada  was  oiif  of  the  bri^litist  ra\s  in  tin   i:lt>ry  oft 

hnn-Kinu.     'llusc  fellows,  dose  in  likt  ness  to  the  provinc 

Freiiclinian.   tlit.n;.'h    pirhaps   more  dour  and    rt  served,    wi 

away  like  wohis  a-hnntin<;,  and  uuvd  forward  to  a  Gern 

strontrhold  vhieh  liny  hatl  askid  leave  to  take. 

They  %\«  re  swept  by  niaehine-unn  lire  and  cluektd  h\ 
stubborn  tit  I'eiiet  on  tlie  part  (-f  the  em  my.  but  with  the  h 
of  the  two  'I'aiiks,  talltd  "  C'rcnie  de  Meiithe  "  and  "Ion 
llouire,"  who  sat  on  the  eneiiiy's  niachine-^'nn  eni|)lacenii 
and  knoekid  out  his  nmdiine-jiun  crews,  the  Fit  neh  t'anadi 
carried  the  stron<.'hold  and  captured  hiindruls  of  prisoners. 

Later  I  hope  to  write  the  full  story  of  the  Canadian  vict 
which  will  thrill  through  all  the  towns  and  lidds  of  the  },n 
Dominion  like  an  heroic  son<,',  for  thesi-  men  from  oven 
were  m  rv  can  less  of  death  so  that  tluy  might  win. 


Tlun  there  were  the  Ni  w-Zialanders,  tht>se  deun-cut,  lu 
sonic-  fdlows  in  the  fdt  hats  with  a  bit  of  nd  ribbon  ro 
I  he  brim,  which  I  looktd  for  down  village  streets  and  in  Frt 
harvest-tields  bi  fore  they  went  into  battle.  Austraha  has 
a  -,'reat  example  to  tlu"m,  being  first  in  the  lighting  ro 
Pozitn-i;,  wht  r>-  tli<  y  fought  us  wonderfully  as  in  the  Dardant 
Tluy  were  not  less  gallant  in  the  great  charge  they  mad 
dawn  on  Friday,  going  forward  very  far  to  a  distant  f 
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„,r,,ss   N(.   Man's   I-aii.l.   and   acn.ss  (;.rnmn   trmtlus   immI.  r 
„,  ,xv  lirr.  .ind  out  "int..  tin-  bin."  ii<  purMiit  -.f  n  tmvt.i.i' 


ti"  II. 


vitiirday 
In  V  cani 
luir  uw: 
as    tiiuh 
ill  lu-  pii! 
i(  \(  iiitiit. 
1(1  IVllow^ 
•  s|Kakiti:' 
little  old- 
nils  XIV, 
i»rv  ot"  til. 
jinnincia: 
lid,    wtiit 
a  CitTniai: 

krd  by  :. 
Ii  llu-  lulv 
"  Cordoi. 
)lacinHiit~ 
("anadiaib 

OIKTa. 

an  victor 
■  the  great 
n  oversca^ 


-cut,  hanJ- 
bon  rouiic 
1  in  Freiicli 
ilia  has  sit 
tint;  round 
)ardanelliv 
y  made  at 
stant  plact 


Sir  D.Mi.'las  Haii:  nv  ntions  last  of  all  thr  (^lards.  but  not 
l,.,aus.-  th.v  w.re  Last  in  vaL.iir.  Th.  y  fonu'ht  as  the  lluards 
il.vavs  li"ht,  with  superb  discipline,  and  with  a  tra.htion  that 
,  sMereifti*  them.  I  vnv  thnn  b.  fore  th.y  wmt  into  t.attle. 
,^nd  hud  a  nual  in  the  n.css  of  the  Irish  (;uards.  and  saw  them 
„.  Mihin"  np  to  take  th(  ir  line  in  the  battl.liel<U. 

1  luy  are  not  the  old  Guards  who  fouirht  .-it  Ypr.s  and  in 
,„;uiy"bh.odv  battl.s  when  we  were  hard  pr.ssed.  a.icl  atter- 
winls  at  L<")os,  when  thev  had  some  fearful  hours.  Many  ot 
th,.M  brave  men  lie  under  the  soil  of  France,  and  new  men 
luive  taken  their  place.  Hut  the  tra.Iition  stays  and  th.- 
phvMcal  standard  of  the  men  has  not  bem  lowered  by  a  ban-  s- 
hnadlh.  and  their  discipline  is  still  upon  the  same  h.!,'h  ami 
h;ir<l  level.     Every  one  knew  they  would  j)ut  up  a  s/reat  lijiht, 

;,„<!  they  did.  ,  ,     ,  » 

Th<-y  had  a  verv  dillicult  part  of  the  hue.  and  had  to  pass 
n.aehiiie-yuns  which  swept  ui)on  their  ranks  in  enliladi-  lire, 
,n,|  had'to  advance  over  ground  covered  by  whirlwind  lire 
,.r  hi"h  explosives.  Hut  they  gained  their  way  f(.rward  in  a 
vries'of  charges  which  went  straiu'lit  throimh  thr.-e  hues  ol 
(i.rman  trenches,  and  captured  large  numbers  of  prisoners 
after  heavv  fighting,  and  held  on  to  thiir  ground  airainst  strong 
counter-attacks.  The  tradition  of  the  (luards  has  beeu  upheld, 
and  a  new  tradition  has  been  given  to  them. 

1  must  put  into  a  line  some  late  important  news  of  the  day. 
\shieli  is  the  great  casualties  inflicted  upon  th(>  enemy  in  the 
m  i.'hbourhood  of  Guedecourt.  A  body  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
was  observed  to  be  retreating  through  the  mist,  and  they  were 
eui.'ht  bv  some  of  our  advanced  patrols,  who  cut  them  to  pieces 
with  machine-gun  fire.  Elsewhere  the  enemy  is  surrendering  m 
small  hatches,  unable  t  o  stand  the  fearful  slaughter  mlhcted  upon 
them  by  our  guns. 

*  September  19 

Some  of  the  most  noble  fighting  qualitic-s  in  the  great  batth- 
of  Friday  last  were  shown  by  the  troops  wljo  were  responsible 
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for  the  cditre  of  the  attack  directed  apainst  Flers  and  the 
country  imniediatdy  to  the  ri«;ht  of  that  villajie.  Those 
who  were  fjhtn  the  task  of  assault in<4  Flers  itself  were  mostly 
recruited  from  the  London  area. 

The  V  had  not  seen  nnieh  ii},'htin<T  before  poinj:  into  the  preat 
fire  of  the  Somme  battles.  Their  General,  who  had  raised  and 
trained  tluni,  was  sure  of  them,  and  had  taupht  each  man 
the  task  expected  of  him  on  this  j,Teat  day,  so  that  whatever 
u.i^'ht  l)efall  tluir  ollicers,  the  men  should  not  be  mere  sheep 
without  a  s<nse  of  guidance  or  direction. 

Will  I)  tiny  formed  up  in  line  to  the  north  of  Ddvilh-  Wood 
(with  awkward  bits  of  German  trench  thrust  down  upon  their 
riyht  Hank),  they  had  three  lines  in  front  of  them  over  a  distance 
of  about  2500  yards  barriufj  their  way  to  Fh  rs.  It  was  a  long 
way  and  a  hard  way  to  go,  but  they  leaj)!  forward  in  solid 
waves  of  keen  and  lager  men  following  a  short  and  violent 
barrage  from  our  heavy  guns. 

Li  a  few  minutes  from  the  start  the  fust  two  waves  dropped 
into  the  German  switch-line  running  diagonally  from  the  real 
Fl'-rs  line.  They  found  it  choked  with  German  dead,  killed 
by  our  gun-fire,  and  among  them  only  a  poor  renuiant  oi  living 
men.  The  iirst  two  waves  stayed  in  the  trench  to  hold  it. 
The  others  swept  on,  smashed  tlirough  the  Flers  line,  and 
forged  their  way  over  shell-craters  under  machine-gun  and 
shrapnel  lire,  to  the  outskirts  of  Flers,  which  they  reached 
between  nine  and  ten  in  the  morning. 

Some  London  nun  were  held  up  by  barbed  wire  protcctinf] 
a  hidden  trench  which  had  not  been  previously  observed 
and  a  call  was  made  for  one  of  the  Tanks  which  had  come 
rolling  up  behind.  It  crawled  forward,  walking  over  the 
shell-craters,  and  smashed  the  whole  length  of  barbed  wire 
in  front,  firing  rapidly  upon  the  enem>  "s  bombers  in  the 
trench  and  putting  them  out  of  action.  This  enabled  th( 
whole  line  to  advance  into  Flers  village  at  the  tail  of  anotht 
Tank  now  fanioi.s  for  its  adventures  in  Flers,  which  I  hav( 
already  narratetl. 

The'  victorious  troe)ps  lV)und  but  little  opposition  in  th 
village-.  Curiously  enough,  it  was  not  strongly  defended  o 
fortified.  There  were  few  of  the  tunnels  and  dug-outs  whicl 
make  many  of  these  places  hard  to  capture,  and  the  cneni; 
was  utterly  demoralized  by  the  motor  monster  which  appearee 
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as  :i  bad  dream  before  them.     The  enemy  flung  a  heavy  barrage, 
but  our  men  l»ad  few  casualties. 

0 

\n  attempt  was  made  to  reach  Geudecourt,  and,  as  I  have 
Vnadv  told,  one  of  our  Tanks  reached  tlie  outskirts  of  that 
in  w  objective.  The  infantry  attack  failed  owing  to  massed 
maehine-gun  fire,  and  the  men  fell  back  to  a  new  line  of  trenches 
hastily  dug  bv  the  enemy  before  their  defeat,  which  now  gave 
lis  useful  cover.  This  was  2700  yards  from  the  starting-|'"«»^t 
at  dawn,  and  was  almost  a  record  as  a  continuous  advance. 

The  enemy  rallied  and  made  two  counter-attacks,  one  at 
tliree  ox-lock*  in  the  afternoon,  the  other  between  four  and  five. 
Tluv  were  tragic  attempts.  Some  of  our  nmchuu-gumiers 
1 IV  'in  waiting  for  them  and  mowed  down  these  rows  of  men 
US  tluv  came  bravely  forward.  It  was  such  a  sight  as  I  watched 
;.;  Failemont  Farm  when  solid  bars  of  tall  men  crumbled  atid 
Itil  before  a  scythe  of  bullets. 

At  (i.30  on  the  following  evening  our  troops  made  another 
attempt  to  reach  Geudecourt  in  co-operation  with  the  men  on 
their  ri.'ht,  but  thev  were  miable  to  get  the  whoie  distance  m 
vnite  of^a  most  heroic  assault  after  two  days  of  heavy  fightmg. 
'  Tiie  force  attacking  on  the  right  of  Flers  on  Friday  mornmg 
iuul  similar  experiences  and  more  difliculties.  They  are  men 
wlm  know  all  there  is  to  know  about  the  Ypres  salient,  where  I 
in.  t  them  first  iiearlv  a  vear  ago.  They  are  men  who  have  old 
sens  to  wipe  off  against  the  enemy  in  the  way  of  poison-gas 
and  llame-jets,  and  thev  went  very  fiercely  into  the  battle. 

To  start  with,  thev  had  to  clear  out  a  place  known  as  Mystery 
torner  to  the  right  of  l)el\  ille  Wood,  where  they  captured 
liltv-one  prisoners,  and  afterwards  a  trench  a  little  to  the 
noiih  of  that,  thrust  down  as  a  wedge  between  their  left  Hank 
and  the  right  of  the  treK)ps  who  had  started  out  for  Flers. 

Tiiis  second  strong  point  was  wiped  out  by  the  Tanks,  which 
.anie  and  sat  down  on  it,  and  by  a  small  body  of  North-country- 
men working  with  the  Tanks.  Their  particular  job  was  done, 
and  they  might  have  stayed  there,  but.  seeing  the  long  waves 
of  their  comrades  streaming  forward  to  the  main  attack,  they 
eo.ild  nut  hold  back,  but  fnllnwe-<l  on,  all  through  the  fi;  ht 
keeping  touch  in  a  most  orderly  way  with  the  men  aliead  of 
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them,  juul  (Ininij,  as  they  put  it,  "  odd  jobs,"  such  as  knocking 
out  niachiiic-<,'uns  and  killing  sniiurs. 

It  was  so  with  other  m*.'n.  Ilavinp  done  their  allotcd  task 
they  would  not  stand  and  hold,  but  streanud  after  the  tide 
which  went  throuf^h  and  past  them,  determined  to  be  in  at 
the  death. 

In  the  attacks  upon  Geudecourt  that  day  and  on  the  cvcninn 
of  the  next  they  liad  a  hard  bad  time  like  the  men  on  then 
left.  They  were  under  enfilade  fire  from  niachinc-ijuns,  which 
chattered  hour  after  hour,  never  sili  iit.  ''  The  air  was  stifl 
with  bullets,"  says  one  of  the  officers.  Men  finding  theii 
only  crver  in  shell-craters  could  not  put  their  heads  up,  sc 
close  did  the  b\illi  ts  slash  the  earth.  And  in  other  shell-cratcrj 
not  far  away  were  many  German  riflemen  picking  off  any  mar 
who  appeared  for  a  moment  out  of  the  tumblt d  earth. 

It  was  a  hdiish  neighbourhood,  yet  when  the  moment  foi 
the  second  attack  came  mixed  com])anies  of  nun  from  variou; 
regiments  who  had  mingUd  in  the  inevitable  confusion  of  sucl 
a  place  and  time  (it  was  now  thirty-six  hours  since  the  dawi 
of  Friday)  rose  out  of  their  holes  in  the  earth  and  formed  up  a: 
on  parade,  and  went  forward  in  a  fine  gallant  style. 

It  was  impossible  in  the  face  of  all  those  bulkts  about  them 
and  they  fell  back  to  the  original  line  of  advance  well  to  tin 
north  of  Flers,  which  was  good  enough  for  that  day  after  sucl 
heroic  work.  There  was  no  Division  in  our  armies  who  conk 
have  done  better,  nor  who  did  better,  on  a  great  day  when  al 
did  well. 

10 

And  now  I  must  tell  a  little  more  in  detail  the  story  of  th^ 
Guards  in  this  battle.  It  is  hard  to  tell  it,  and  not  all  can  b 
told  yet  because  of  the  enemy.  The  Guards  had  their  fu! 
share  of  the  fighting,  and  of  the  difficult  ground,  with  stronj 
forces  against  thi  ni.  They  knew  that  would  be  so  before  the; 
went  into  battle,  and  yet  they  did  not  ask  for  better  things 
but  awaited  the  hour  of  attack  with  strong,  gallant  hearts 
quite  sure  of  their  courage,  proud  of  their  name,  full  of  trus 
in  their  officers,  eager  to  give  a  smashing  blow  at  the  enemy. 

These  splendid  men,  so  tall  and  proper,  so  hard  and  fine 
went  away  as  one  might  imagine  the  old  knights  and  yeomen  c 
England  at  Agincourt.     For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  th 
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C.ldstrranKTS,  three  battalions  of  tlum  chargod  in  lino,  srcat 
.nlid  waves  of  men,  as  fnie  a  sipht  as  the  v.orld  conld  show. 
Mrhind  them  were  the  Grenadiers,  and  aqain  behnul  these  men 

'*They  had  not  jrone  more  than  200  yards  before  they  came 
uTuicr'the  enfilade  hre  of  massed  machine-suns  in  trenches  not 
prcviouslv  observed.  The  noise  of  this  fire  was  so  loud  and 
'  i\a<'e  tliat  although  hundreds  of  ffuns  were  iinnjr,  not  a  shot 
ciilcl  be  heard.  It  was  just  the  stabbing  staccato  hammcnnj? 
of  the  German  Maxims.  Men  fell,  but  the  luus  were  not 
hn^k 'n.  Gaps  were  made  in  the  ranks,  but  they  closed  up. 
Th.  wounded  did  not  call  for  help,  but  cheered  on  those  who 
swept  past  and  on,  shouting,  "  Go  on,  Lily-whites  !^  -^^1lIch 
is  tlie  old   name   for   the  Coldstreamers— "  Get  at    cm,  Lily- 

''  Thev  went  on  at  a  hot  pace  with  their  bayonets  lowered. 
Out  of  the  crumpled  earth-all  pits  and  holes  and  hillocks, 
t..ru  up  bv  great  gun-tire-rrrey  figures  rose  and  Hed.  Ihev 
urre  German  soldiers  terror-stricken  by  this  rushing  tide  ot 

mm-  ,      111.      t  . 

The   Guards   went   on.     Then   they   were   checked   by  two 

lines  of  trenches,  wired  and  defended  by  machine-guns  and 

bombers.     Thev  came  upon  them  quicker  than  they  expected. 

Some  of  the  officers  were  puzzled.     Could  these  be  the  trenches 

marked  out  for  attack-^r  other  unknown  trenches  ?    Anyhow 

thev  must  be  taken- and  the  Guards  took  them  by  frontal 

assault  full  in  the  face  of  continual  blasts  of  machine-gun  bullets. 

There    was    hard    and    desperate    fighting.     The    Germans 

defended  themselves  to  the  death.     They  bombed  our  men,  who 

attacked  them  with  the  bayonet,  served  their  machine-guns 

until  thev  were  killed,  and  would  only  surrender  when  our  men 

were  on'lop  of  them.     It  was  a  ver>'  bloo<ly  hour  or  more. 

Rv  that  time  the  Irish  Guards  had  joined  the  others.     All  the 

Guards  were  together,  and  together  they  passed  the  trenches 

swinging  kft  inevitablv  under  the  machine-gun  fire  which  poured 

upon  them  from  their  right,  but  going  steadily  deeper  into  the 

( ,u  my  country  until  they  were  2000  yards  from  their  starting- 

i)lace.  _,  , 

Then  it  was  necessary  to  call  a  halt.  Many  officers  and  men 
had  fallen.  To  go  farther  would  be  absolute  death  ihe 
troops  on  the  right  had  been  utterly  hehi  up.     Ihe  Guards 
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were  "  up  in  the  air,"  with  an  exposed  flank,  open  to  all  rh 
(ire  that  was  flung  upon  them  from  the  enemy's  hncs.  Th 
temptation  to  go  farther  was  great.  The  German  infantr 
was  on  the  run.  They  were  dragging  their  guns  away.  Ther 
was  a  great  panic  among  the  men  who  had  been  hiding  i 
trenehes.  But  the  German  machine-gunners  kept  to  the 
jiosts  to  safeguard  a  rout,  and  the  Guards  had  gone  far  cnoug 
through  their  scourging  bullets. 

They  decided  very  wisely  to  hold  the  line  they  had  gaine< 
and  to  dig  in  where  they  stootl,  and  to  make  forward  pos1 
with  strong  points.  They  had  killed  a  great  number  of  Gcrmai 
and  taken  200  prisoners  and  fought  grandly.  So  now  the 
halted  and  dug  and  took  cover  as  best  they  coidd  in  shel 
craters  and  broken  ground,  under  fierce  lire  from  the  enemy 


guns. 


The  night  was  a  dreadful  one  for  the  wounded,  and  for  mt 
who  did  their  best  for  the  wounded,  trying  to  be  deaf  to  agonizii 
sounds.  Man\'  of  them  had  hairbreadth  escapes  from  deat 
One  young  olficer  in  the  Irish  Guards  laj-  in  a  shell-hole  wil 
two  conu'ades,  and  then  left  it  for  a  while  to  cheer  up  oth^ 
men  lying  in  surrounding  craters.  When  he  came  back  1 
found  his  two  friends  lying  dead,  blown  to  bits  by  a  shell. 

But  in  spite  of  all  these  bad  hours  the  Guards  kept  cor 
kept  tluir  discipline,  their  courage,  and  their  spirit.  TJ 
Germans  launched  counter-attacks  against  them,  but  we 
jinnihilated.  The  Guards  held  their  ground,  and  gained  tl 
greatest  honour  for  self-sacrificing  courage  which  has  cv 
given  a  special  meaning  to  their  name.  They  took  the  sha 
which  all  e)f  >is  knew  they  would  take  in  the  greatest  of  all  o 
battles  since-  the  first  day  of  July,  and,  with  other  regimeni 
struck  a  vital  blow  at  the  enemy's  line  of  defence. 
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Septembeh  20 
An()Tiier  dark,  wet  day,  filled  with  grey  mist  and  rain-storms 
and  mnd.  L'p  in  the 'lints  British  soldiers  and  Germans  lie 
near  each  other  in  shell-craters,  waist-hign  in  water.  The  rain 
is  slashing  upon  them,  and  it  is  cold.  But  though  gunners 
eiumot  see,  nor  airmen  fly,  the  bombardment  goes  on,  and  all 
(hi>-  long  there  has  b(>en  the  dull  crashing  of  heavy  shells,  on 
both  sides  deep  and  sullen  boomings  through  the  white  fog  of 

tills  foul  day. 

Last  night  and  carlv  in  the  morning  the  enemy  attempted 
u  counter-attack  at  different  parts  of  the  line.  They  attacked 
ii(  avily  here  and  there  with  strong  bombing  parties,  who  for 
a  time  forced  a  wav  into  our  new  lines,  at  the  eorj»er  of  Cour- 
eckttc  and  the  north  of  Martinpuich  and  the  ground  farther 

M^iuiy  of  them  were  killed— the  bad  weather  docs  not  stop 
tills  slaughter— and  they  were  driven  out  and  back  again  by 
nu  n  who,  though  cold  in  their  shell-craters,  kept  their  courage 
and  Hung  themselves  fiercely  upon  the  German  assaulting  troops, 
in  sharp  bombing  fights,  which  left  us  with  more  ground— at 
kast  in  one  part  of  the  line— than  we  had  before.  All  of 
which  shows  that  the  enemy  is  hard  pressed  and  tightly  held, 
and  that  our  men— infantry  to  infantry— not  countmg  gun-fire, 
have  the  mastery  of  these  German  reserves,  and  a  spirit  that 
refuses  to  be  beaten  even  by  artillery. 

I  have  wTitten  many  thousands  of  words  about  this  abomin- 
able war  since  the  first  shot  was  fired,  and  for  fifteen  months  and 
more  have  been  trvmg  to  picture  as  closely  a>  jwjssibie  the  hfe 
of  our  soldiers  in  "action,  but  I  am  conscious  that  ail  I  have 
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written   h.-is  Riven  bnt  a  vaffiie,  dim,   far-off  glimpse  of  the 
chnnietir,  sufferings,  and  valour  of  our  men. 

How  is  it  possible  to  show  these  things  truly,  to  make  my 
readers  miderstand  something  of  the  truth  when  I  cannot 
understiind  mvs(  If,  but  can  only  guess  and  grope  at  the  qualities 
which  make  them  do  the  things  they  do  ?  Take  our  last  great 
day  of  battle— September  15— there  w(re  troops  of  many 
different  tvpes  engaged  in  its  fighting— Canadians,  Ncw-Zea- 
landers,  Scots,  Irish,  and  English  of  many  counties.  One  woulc 
expect  to  find  differences  among  these  men,  to  find  some  hardei 
than  others  or  softer  than  others,  battalions  here  and  then 
who  ninched  before  the  storm  of  steel  and  those  frightfu 
shells  which  open  great  chasms  in  the  earth.  But  on  Friday 
the  courage  of  all  those  men  was  of  one  (piality,  and  a  mai 
would  be  a  liar  who  said  that  one  set  of  men  were  less  brav. 
than  another. 


To-day  I  went  among  the  London  men,  and  afterward 
among  some  Highlanders,  who  have  a  special  place  in  my  heart 
In  blood,  in  upbringing,  in  physitpic,  in  temperament  on 
could  not  find  two  bodies  of  men  more  milike,  yet  they  hav 
been  alike  in  splendid  endurance  under  merciless  fire  las 
Friday  and  onwards.  "  I  cannot  understand  how  my  bo\ 
stuck' it  out  during  the  worst  hours  they  had,"'  said  a  colon( 
of  one  of  the  City  of  London  battalions.  "  They  just  had  t 
sit  in  shell-craters  under  heavy  'crumps.'  Many  men  woul 
not  have  gone  through  with  it.  But  the  London  boys  jui 
staved  there,  gamely.     They  are  wonderful." 

The  colonel  himself  was  wonderful— this  old  Temtorii 
soldier,  neailv  ixty  yoars  of  age,  with  a  whiti-  moustache  ar 
grizzled  eyebrows  that  did  not  hide  the  l)right  and  almo 
boyish  light  in  his  eyes.  He  used  to  be  a  dyspeptic  and 
"  bundle  of  nerves,"  so  he  told  me,  and  did  not  think  he  cou 
last  three  months  of  war.  But  now  at  the  beginning  of  the  thi; 
year  of  war  he  led  his  battalion  into  action,  went  luider  some 
the  fiercest  fire  along  the  whole  battle-line  with  them,  and  li 
side  by  side  with  his  "  boys,"  as  he  calls  them,  in  a  shell-he 
which  became  filled  with  water  by  violent  rain-storms.  F 
three  days  and  nights  he  lay  there  while  the  enemy  was  tryii 
to  shell  our  men  to  death  by  his  monstrous  five-point-nines. 


':'vi».«!«r  •;.;# 


LONDON  PRIDE  285 

There  were  Lo.ulon  men  with  him  aiul  ull  around  him  in  the 
same  kind  of  holes-for  there  wore  no  treneh.s  here— and 
though  even  the  scrireants  were  shakin-  with  a  ku.d  «t  a-nc, 
„ot  with  eold  but  after  the  nervous  strain  of  end.irmg  the 
.ncessant  shcK-k  of  high  explosives,  they  "  earned  on  -^h 
splendid  phrase!- and  not  a  fellow  play.-d  the  coward, 
though  all  were  very  much  afraid,  as  all  men  are  m  these 
frightful  hours.  ,„,        ,     , 

Thev  had  been  born  and  bnd  in  London.      They  had  worn 

black  coats  and  "  toj.pers  "  in  the  City- all  the  onicers  among 

them-and  the    men  had  been  in  warehouses  and  ofhces  and 

shops  down  Thames-side  and  away  to  Whitehall.     They  had 

nlaved  the  gentle  game  of  dominoes  in  luncheon  hours  over  a 

!rla;s  of  milk  and  a  Bath  bun.     They  had  grown  nasturtiums  in 

Iviburban   gardens,   and  their   biggest   adventure   ••'  ,»'f;;.  ^ad 

been   the   summer   manoLuvres   of  the   dear   old       lerriers. 

\nd  now-thev  fought  through  German  trenches  and  lay  in 

shell-holes,  and  every  nerve  in  their  brains  and  bodies  was 

ravacred  by  the  tumult  of  shell-fire  about  them  and  by  the 

wounded  who  lay  with  them.     But  these  Londoners  who  fight 

„n  their  nerves  were  no  less  staunch  than  men  like  the  bcotb 

and  the  North-country  lads,  who,  as  far  as  1  can  see,  have  no 

nerves  at  all. 

8 
There  were  some  strange  individual  adventures  in  the  midst 
of  the  general  experience  of  rushing  two  lines  of  German  trenches 
ti.rou-h  a  violent  barrage  and  getting  forward  to  open  country, 
where'  thev  dug  themselves  in.  Among  ten  "i"^-h>»;;-g;'"^ 
wluch  thev  captured  on  their  way  up  there  was  one  handled  by 
u  German"  gunner  who  awaited  his  chance  to  sweep  the  ranks 
of  the  London  lads.  But  he  did  not  get  it  An  olficer  of  the 
London  Regiment  who  was  carrying  a  rille  ff^^\  ^he 
man  quicklv  and  killed  him  with  a  straight  shot  before  he  had 
lired  more  'than  a  few  bullets.     That  ritle-shot  saved  the  fives 

of  manv  of  our  men.  j    „„ 

In  the  second  German  trench  there  was  a  sharp  fight,  and  one 
single  combat  between  one  of  our  officers-who  happens  to  be 
..  South  Afriran-and  a  great  lusty  German  who  was  a  much 
bi.-er  man  than  ours.  It  was  a  bayonet  duel  as  two  media.val 
kiiiTrhts  might  ha^■e  fought  in  the  old  days  with  heavy  swordii. 
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Our  olliccr  was  alroiuly  wounded  twice.  lie  had  a  bidl 
throiiuli  the  shoulder,  and  a  (lania<,'ed  jaw.  Hut  live  times  1 
pierced  his  enemy  with  tlie  bayonet.  It  should  have  bc( 
erioMtrh,  but  the  pr^'iit  Gt  nnan  still  foufjht.  Hoth  bayonc 
W(  re  dropped  and  the  two  men  closed  and  wrestkd  with  ea( 
oth<  r,  trying,'  to  ;,'et  a  m'rip  of  the  throat.  The  (I<rnian  wrostk 
bloody  us  he  was,  seenied  to  keep  all  his  brute  strentjth,  but  1 
was  laid  out  by  a  bullet  in  the  mck  IVoni  a  seri^eant  of  tl 
Londoners  who  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  ol-icer.  Afterwari 
this  easy-j^'oiii!,'  jjentlenian— from  South  .\friea — chatted  wil 
his  colonc  1  over  the  body  of  his  man  as  (piietly  and  calmly  i 
thoujih  he  were  in  his  smokini,'-room  at  home,  and  paid  r 
attention  whatever  to  his  wounds,  n  fusitif,'  to  go  down  to  tl 
doctor,  but  <f(nnff  forward  a<,'ain  with  his  men. 

Some  of  the  nun  wt  nt  too  far  in  their  eagerness,  away  in' 
the  "  blue."  No  word  came  back  from  them.  Xo  sipn£ 
Later  one  man  trud<,'etl  back,  bringint;  two  f)risoners.  "  Whe 
are  the  others  ?  "  he  was  asked.  He  pointetl  far  away,  at 
said,  "  Ov(  r  there."  lie  is  the  only  man  who  has  come  ba( 
from  that  place  of  mystery. 


in 


Some  of  the  London  battalions  did  not  suffer  so  heavi! 
as  niiijht  lia\ c  been  expected  from  the  hard  task  they  had,  an 
the  woruhrful  way  in  which  they  fought.  What  loss  tht 
suffcTrd  was  the  price  of  extreme  valour.  The  charge  of  tl 
Light  Hrigade  r.t  Balaclava  has  been  put  into  song  as  one  oft! 
great  heroic  tales  of  history.  ^^  ill  any  one  make  a  song  of  tl 
London  men  who  fought  forward  through  a  hurricane  of  fire  'i 

The  stretcher-bearers  of  the  London  Territorials  did  the 
work  nobly,  and  among  them  as  a  volunteer  was  one  Gcrma 
who  deserves  a  word  of  praise,  by  men  with  a  sporting  spiri 
fair  to  thiir  eiu  uiy.  lie  had  first  been  taken  prisoner  by  a 
officer  of  ours,  who  was  then  hit  by  a  piece  of  shell  or  a  rill( 
bullet.  Ill-  fill,  and  could  not  rise  again,  but  his  prisone 
who  was  an  ollicer  too,  picked  him  up  and  carried  him  acroi 
the  battlefield  to  our  dressing-station,  and  then  stood  by  for  a 
escort  to  take  him  away. 

i  lU'  vjencrai  conunaiiduig  thisc  Luiidou  men  spoke  of  thei 
to-day  with  a  thrill  in  his  voice.  lie  had  been  with  them,  an 
had   reconnoitred  their  ground,   and  had  seen  their  way  ( 
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fiu'litiiif.'.  When  I  spoke  to  him  he  had  been  without  sleep  and 
n  >t  for  two  (lays  and  i>i;,'hts.  "  No  meti  could  have  doiu-  bitter," 
lie  said.  "  No  Gcntral  could  wish  to  conininiHl  braver  men 
(ir  l)etter  men.  Thtir  discipline  is  s[)lendid.  There  is  never 
any  crime  nmoii^  them.  They  behave  always  as  <»  ntlemen 
^!lu^dd  behave,  and  they  ti^'ht  with  fine  hearts.  These  London 
Ixivs  of  mine  had  one  of  the  hardest  tasks  on  Friday,  and  they 
carried  it  throuyh  with  a  most  gallant  spirit." 


Another  day  I  must  write  of  the  Highlanders  whom  I  met 
ti-day — those  Gay  Cordons  of  whom  I  have  written  several 
times  when  I  have  found  them  in  other  parts  of  the  battle-line. 
Some  of  them  waved  hands  to  me  to-day  and  shouted  cheerfidly 
aeross  a  track  of  mud,  and,  seeini;  the  faces  under  their  bonnets, 
I  was  enormously  ylad  to  find  these  old  friends  of  mine  alive 
ami  well  after  many  days  of  fi<»htin<,'.  Scjuarer,  tontjher, 
liarder  men  than  the  Londoners,  they  fouf^ht  in  their  own  style, 
j.'liiri()usly,  with  all  their  comrades  in  kilts  or  trews  who  swept 
across  the  German  lines,  and  then  held  tluir  captured  i^roimd 
under  infernal  fire.  One  story  they  told  me  of  the  things  they 
have  seen  is  a  grim  little  picture  which  is  etched  in  my  brain. 

Two  of  them  went  down  into  a  German  dug-out  and  started 
back  when  they  saw  a  man  seated  there  at  table.  The  table 
\\.is  laid  for  a  meal,  but  the  footl  was  uneaten.  It  was  a  dead 
(Ji  rniun  ollicer  who  sat  before  them,  as  though  asleep.  The 
t(/p  of  the  dug-out  had  been  knocked  in  by  one  of  our  shells, 
n],(\  st)mething  had  fallen  and  killed  him  as  he  was  beginning 
t)r(  akfast.  The  Gordons  went  into  other  dug-outs  and  found 
iitlici-  dead  bodies,  but  it  was  this  sitting  man  that  they 
remember  most. 
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September  28 
It  was  iiu  \  itiihlc  that  after  the  great  battK-  of  SiptcmbtT  ] 
our  liiif  should  have  ragged  edges  and  run  up  or  down  ini 
small  salients.  This  was  due  to  the  great(  r  progress  made  I 
different  Ixtdies  of  tr<M)ps;  and  to  the  way  in  which  isolate 
grouj)s  of  Ct  rmans  held  on  very  stubhornly  to  these  stretchi 
of  ground  not  in  the  gemral  line  of  our  advance. 

During  the  past  forty-eight  hotirs  a  good  deal  has  been  dor 
to  clear  out  these  pockets,  or  wedges,  and  to  straighten  out  tl 
line  from  Courcei'tte  eastwards. 

This  morning  our  troops  did  a  useful  bit  of  work  in  such 
place  between  Courcektte  and  Martinpuich,  knocking  out  a  stroi 
post  and  taking  some  prisoners,  with  whom  were  two  oflicei 
Elsewhere  strong  posts  thrust  out  by  us  beyond  the  main  trench^ 
haw-  been  linked  uj),  so  that  the  line  now  runs  in  a  reasonab 
even  way  from  the  north  of  Courcektte  across  the  Bapaun 
Road,  above  Martinpuich,  and  so  on  to  the  north  of  Flers. 

This  linking-up  and  clearing-up  work  now  done  to  a  gret 
extent  puts  tis  in  a  stronger  position  of  dt  fence,  to  hold  wlu 
we  have  gained,  against  any  attempts  made  by  the  cneiii 
in  counter-attack. 

He  has  made  many  attempts  since  September  15  to  driv 
our  troops  out  of  the  high  ground,  which  is  vital  to  his  nicar 
of  observation,  and  the  failure  of  them  has  cost  him  a  grea 
price  in  life. 


Among  the  most  desperate  thrusts,  pressed  with  stubbor 
bravery  by  bodies  of  German  soldiers,  collected  hastily  an 
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llutijj  with  but  little  plan  or  preiiminnry  nrj»arii/.ation  against 
(iiir  lines,  wtre  those  din  ctrd  upon  the  New-Z«-alaiitlers,  who 
rtp(  llcH  them  nftir  hard  and  lf>n}»  onllicts  fouj^ht  out  for  the 
iii(i>t  |»art  with  naked  steel. 

hi  all  the  li^jhtinj?  sirjce  July  1  there  has  not  hvcn  anythinj; 
ruDrc  fieree  or  rnort  hUxxiy  than  these  hand-to-ha'id  struyyics 
on  the  Itft  of  Klers,  and  the  N'ew-Zealanders  have  gained  a 
t'naler  name  for  themselves  (it  was  already  a  great  name 
^uiee  (Jallipoli)  as  soldiers  who  hate  to  give  up  what  they  have 
^.Miricd,  who  will  hold  on  to  ground  with  a  grim  obstinacy 
,iU';iinst  heavy  odds,  and  if  they  are  ordered  to  retreat  beeaiise 
of  the  military  situation  round  them  come  back  again  with  a 
Nt'  rn  resolve  to  "  get  the  go(xls." 

That  is  not  only  my  reading  of  the  men,  and  I  do  not  pretend 
to  know  them  well,  but  is  the  summing-up  of  an  ollieer,  not 
iroru  their  own  country,  who  has  seen  them  fight  during  these 
!;i>t  few  days,  and  who  spoke  of  them  with  a  thrill  of  admiration 
111  liis  voice,  after  watching  the  stoicism  with  which  they  endured 
.Tt  at  shell-fire,  the  sj)irit  with  which  they  attacked  after  great 
fatigues  and  hardships  and  ttic  rally  of  men,  discouraged  for 
11  while  by  their  loss  of  ofliccrs  which  swept  the  Germans  ba 
iiito  panic-stricken  flight. 

This  struggle  covers  a  week's  fighting  since  September  13, 
wIkii  at  dawn  the  New-Zealanders  advanced  irj  waves  to  a 
M  rics  f)f  positions  which  would  bring  them  up  to  the  left  of 
Flrrs  if  they  had  the  luck  to  get  as  far.  On  their  right  were  the 
troops,  whose  capture  of  Flers  village  I  have  alreavly  described, 
and  on  their  left  other  troops  attacking  High  Wood  and  the 
iroiiud  north  of  it. 

The  men  of  New  Zealand  went  forward  with  hardly  a  check 
to  the  (lernian  switch-trench  500  yards  from  the  starting-line. 
Till  y  were  men  of  Auckland,  Canterbury,  Otago,  atul  Wellington, 
ami  they  put  their  trust  in  the  bayonet  and  desired  to  get 
el">''  to  their  enemy. 

riiiy  had  their  desire.  In  the  switch-trench  the  Germans 
iKiViided  themselves  to  the  last  gasp,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  make 
f'Ut,  only  four  of  them  were  left  alive  after  that  frightful 
I  iKounter.  It  was  a  fight  to  the  death  on  both  sides,  and  the 
N  -.v-Zi  alandcrs  did  not  cross  that  ditch  at  full  strength. 

On  the  way  up  they  lost  under  shrapnel  and  machine-gun 
fire.     On  the  other  side  of  the  ditch  their  hnes  were  thinner. 

T 


ii 


i 


I' 


I  J 


1^ 


290  ;  THE  BATTI.KS  OF  THE  SOMME 

Huf  th(  V  were  on  thr  f)tl»«  r  sific,  nrul  the  ditch  behind  thrm  \ 
u  j,'ravr  upon  which  they  turned  their  backs  to  cet  across 
next  stretch  of  >,'roMtKl  to  trenches  MM)  yards  ahead. 

The  N\w  /(aland  Hides  covered  this  {ground  <|nickly,  n>ov 
in  open  ortkr,  but  keepin<j  in  touch  with  each  other  by  ( 
(Jisciphnc  and  an  esprit  de  corps  which  is  tu  tter  than  disciph 
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Tl  it  next  system  of  trench-work,  two  hncs  heavily  wi 
and  de<  ply  duj;,  part  of  the  famous  Fl(  rs  line,  was  a  jn- 
obstacle.  Our  j,nin-firc,  grand  as  it  liad  been,  had  not  laid 
the  wire  low  nor  destroyed  the  trenches.  A  swish  of  niachi 
pun  bullets  showed  that  the  enemy  was  alive  and  savage. 

An  infantry  assault  on  such  a  line  had  to  be  paid  for,  sor 
times  by  a  great  number  of  (had  and  wound.  J.  But  it  was  1 
day  of  the  Tanks.  Two  of  them  had  tried  to  keep  pace  w 
the  New  Zealand  attack,  but  had  lagged  behind  like  shoi 
winded  creatures  suffering  from  stitch— and  no  wonder,  look 
at  the  shell-craters  and  pits  across  which  they  had  to  bn 
their  long  bodies,  crawling  in  and  crawling  out,  with  th 
tails  above  their  heads  and  their  heads  above  their  tails. 

But  they  arrived  in  time  to  attack  the  Flers  line,  and  ir 
very  deliberate  and  stolid  way  they  sidled  along  the  bar! 
wire,  smashing  it  into  the  earth,  before  poking  their  big  snoi 
over  the  German  parapets,  haiding  themselves  up,  and  firi 
from  both  ilanks  upon  German  machine-gun  teams. 

With  this  noteworthy  help,  which  saved  time  and  trouble  a 
life,  the  New-Zealanders  took  the  double  trenches  of  the  ¥1 
line,  and  again  pushed  on,  anotlu  r  700  yards,  across  a  sunk 
road  with  steep  banks  and  ver>'  deep  dug-outs,  where  t 
enemy  did  not  stay  to  meet  them  until  they  had  establish 
themsel\( s  on  a  line  running  westwards  from  the  top  of  Fh 
village,  now  in  the  hands  of  our  Fnglish  lads. 

One  of  the  Tanks  followed  them,  getting  down  the  stc 
bank  with  its  nose  to  earth,  and  lumbering  up  the  other  si 
like  a  huge  elei)hant  (without  a  trunk). 

A  German  battery  1500  yards  away  searched  for  it  wi 
shell-fire,  but  did  not  get  within  hitting  distance  of  its  armour 
skin.  EvcT^tually  it  was  the  German  battery  that  was  knocks 
out  by  our  guns. 
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Ifowcvcr,  this  wns  a  siclc-show,  nixi  tin-  Tanks  must  nut  take 
all  th«'  glory  ftwiiy  from  the  infantry,  who  had  not  armonnd 
skins,  uhis,  and  who  were  facing;  murdrrons  lire  t-Kcwhrrr. 
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Thoy  had  been  ordere*!  to  swing  left  to  mnke  a  tiaiiking 
front  iij)  the  edge  of  a  valley  running  north-west  of  FUrs,  right 
away  beyond  the  village,  and  this  tliey  did  most  gallantly, 
altlinugh  at  the  time  they  stiiek  out  like  a  thin  wedge  into 
(it  rinan  territory,  because  at  that  time  they  had  no  support  (m 
their  left  (our  English  fellows,  as  I  have  described  in  an  earlier 
dispatch,  had  been  having  a  fearful  tinn-  in  and  beyond  High 
Wdfxl),  and  on  the  right  the  other  English  troops  were  busy 
with  the  capture  of  Flers. 

It  was  cliarly  and  undeniably  a  hazardous  position  f»)r  the 
\(  w-Zealarulers  all  alone  out  there,  and  they  were  ordered  to 
tail  back  to  the  line  going  straight  westwanls  from  the  top  of 
Flers  village,  which  they  helped  to  hold  on  the  night  of  the 
iJth  to  10th. 

From  that  day  onwards  the  enemy  inadi?  repeated  coimter- 
iittacks.  Sometimes  they  were  in  feeble  strength,  shattered 
i|uickly,  but  they  grew  in  intensity  and  numbers  as  the  days 
passed,  while  the  Ncw-Zealanders  were  still  in  a  rather  pre- 
carious position,  "a  rocky  |)Osition,"  says  one  of  their  ollicers, 
"wing  to  the  weakness  of  their  left  tlank. 

Uight  down  on  that  flank  Germans  were  still  holding  out  in 
-liill-eraters  with  a  way  open  behind  them,  so  that  supports 
tiii<;lit  come  down  to  drive  a  wedge  between  the  Ncw-Zealanders 
aiui  the  English  troops  north  of  High  Wofxl. 

This  was  attempted  by  sonu  thing  like  a  brigade  of  Germans, 
who  advanced  in  six  or  seven  waves  upon  the  English  soldiers — 
wjio  were  outnumbered  by  more  than  two  to  one — in  a  steady, 
•  litcrmined  way.  They  were  met  out  in  the  open  with  the 
hayonet.  It  was  the  old  way  of  fighting  men  meeting  men, 
staring  into  each  other's  eyes,  tnistmg  to  their  own  strength 
and  skill  with  sharp  steel,  and  not  to  engines  of  war  with  high 
I  xplosives  or  quick-firing  guns. 

If  men  fight  it  is  the  best  way  though  tt  pleasant  and 
agreeable  for  ladies  to  wat<.h  from  silken  canopies,  as  in  the 
old  days  of  the  tourney,  when  gtntlemen  hacked  at  each  other 
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with  axes,  just  for  fun.  A  New  Zealand  oiTiccr  watched  i 
from  a  little  distance,  and  his  breath  came  quick  when  hi 
descrilxd  it  to  me.  The  German  ranks  were  broken  and  j 
renuiant  fled. 

Rut  it  was  not  so  lonjj  or  so  bloody  a  fiuht  as  what  the  New 
Zealanders  themselves  had  to  encounter  three  days  ago. 

The  enemy  struck  a  blow  a{,'ainst  the  New  Zealand  troops 
at  the  joininc-{X)int  between  those  men  and  their  comrades  or 
the  left,  who  had  come  up  to  the  west  of  Flers. 

The  New-Zealanders— who  were  Canterbury  men — wen 
beaten  back  twice,  and  twice  regained  the  ground.  All  through 
the  night  of  September  20  until  the  dawn  of  the  21st  there 
was  violent  bomh-fighting  and  bayonet-fighting. 

There  was  no  straight  line  of  men,  British  on  one  side,  German 
on  the  other.  It  was  a  confused  mass,  isolated  bodies  of  men 
struggling  around  shell-craters  and  bits  of  trench,  single  fi<,;ires 
fighting  twos  and  threes,  groups  joining  to  form  lines  which 
surged  backwards  and  forwards  and  a  night  horrible  with  the 
crash  of  bombs  and  the  erics  of  the  dying. 


One  New  Zealand  ofTicer,  a  very  splendid  heroic  man,  was 
the  life  and  soul  of  this  defence  and  counter-attack. 

There  were  moments  when  some  of  his  men  were  disheartened 
because  their  line  had  fallen  back,  and  the  number  of  their 
wounded  lay  too  thick  about  them.  He  put  new  fire  into  them 
by  the  flame  of  his  own  spirit.  He  led  them  forward  again, 
rallying  the  gloomy  ones,  so  careless  of  his  own  life,  so  eager 
for  the  honour  of  New  Zealand  that  they  followed  him  under  a 
kind  of  spell,  because  of  the  magic  in  him. 

They  thrust  back  the  enemy,  put  him  to  fiight  down  the  valley, 
remained  masters  of  the  ground  when  the  da^xn  brightened  into 
the  full  light  of  day,  revealing  the  carnage  that  had  been  hidden 
in  the  night. 

It  was  not  the  end  of  the  fighting  here.  In  the  afternoon 
the  enemy  came  again,  in  strong  numbers— sent  forward  by 
their  high  command,  men  at  the  end  of  far  teh  phones,  desperate 
to  retake  the  ground,  and  ordering  new  assaults  which  were 
sentences  of  death  tn  German  soldiers  not  at  ihc  end  of  far 
telephones  but  very  near  to  British  bayonets. 
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They  came  on  thickly,  tlicsc  doomed  men,  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
and  it  was  again  the  captain  of  the  Canterburys  who  led  his 
iiicn  against  them  in  a  gicat  bayonet  charge,  right  across  the 
upt-n. 

It  was  bayonet  against  bayonet,  for  the  Germans  stood  to 
r(  eeivc  the  charge,  though  with  blanched  faces.  For  the  New  - 
Z(  alanders  came  upon  them  at  tlie  trot  and  then  sprang  forward 
with  bavonet-s  as  (luick  as  knitting-needles.  .  .  . 

The  Germans  cried  out  in  terror.  Down  the  hill-side,  beyond, 
those  who  could  escape  ran,  and  fell  as  they  ran.  It  was  a 
rout  and  the  end  of  the  counter-attack. 

The  New-Ztalandcrs  were  now  sure  of  themselves.  The}- 
kiuw  that  with  the  bayonet  they  can  meet  the  Germans  as 
thiir  masters.  So  scornful  are  they  of  their  bayonet-fighting 
that  they  have  it  in  their  hearts  to  pity  them  and  say,  "  Poor 
<l.vils  !  " 

To  my  mind,  and  to  others,  the  finest  heroism  was  shown  by 
UK  New  Zealand  stretcher-bearers.  They  did  not  charge  with 
the  bayonet.  All  their  duty  was  to  go  out  across  open  country 
in  cool  blood  to  pick  up  men  lymg  there  in  blood  that  was  not 
c(  (»1  imless  they  had  lain  there  too  long. 

They  had  to  go  through  salvos  of  five-point-nines,  which 
tore  up  the  ground  about  them,  and  buried  them,  and  mangled 
many  of  them.  And  they  went  quite  steadily  and  quietly, 
acjt  once  or  twice,  but  hour  after  hour,  until  n:uic  Lua'i  sixty 
•  if  them  had  fallen,  and  hour  after  hour  they  carried  out  their 
work  of  rescue  quite  careless  of  themselves. 

"  I  am  not  a  sentimentalist,"  said  a  New  Zealand  ofiicer 
to-day,  as  he  looked  at  me  with  grave  eyes,  remembering  those 
scenes,  "  but  the  v;ork  of  those  men  seemed  to  me  very  noble 
and  good." 

In  New  Zealand  and  in  the  quiet  farmsteads  there,  those 
Words  will  be  read  gladly,  I  think. 

And  if  any  words  of  mine  could  give  a  little  extra  share  of 
honour  to  these  Colonial  boys,  who  have  come  so  far  overseas 
to  fniht  by  the-  side  of  English  soldiers,  I  should  be  glad  and 
[iroud  too,  having  a  heart  very  full  of  admiration  for  the  valour 
of  these  men,  who  have  fought  in  these  great  battles  a  well  as 
'ii\  troops  who  shared  the  day  with  them. 
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In  a  scrappy  way  I  have  told  somcthiiirr  ab,)ut  Ihv  wav  t 
Cii'iadians  Unight  for  C  '.rcch  ttc.  It  is  worth  more  than  th 
as  ail  historic  narrative.  From  first  to  last,  beginning  wi 
tlic  (lawn  of  Friday.  St'iitcmbcr  1.5,  and  soiim  on  now,  bcyoi 
flu-  viiia<,'c,  ajrainst  Gtnnan  counlcr-attacks,  these  men  from  t 
Wi st  have  shown  themsilves  very  gallant,  and  hard  and  qiiii 
in  iighliiig  (pialities. 

Tlure  was  a  body  of  French-Canadians  among  them,  dar 
ey((l  fillows,  of  the  same  type  as  the  French  peoi)le  amoi 
whom  they  found  themselves  by  the  odd  chance  of  fat-  lil 
•some  of  the  French  Chasseurs  Alpins  who  have  been  fightii 
on  our  right,  lithc-bfKlied  men,  with  muscles  like  whipcor 
full  of  individual  character,  and  an  old  tradition  of  warfai 
behind  them,  war  against  nature  and  wild  animals,  away  froi 
town  life. 

The  enemy  was  not  sure  what  men  he  had  against  him  dow 
below  Courcelette.  I  think  it  was  to  get  this  knowledge  ths 
he  sent  out  a  number  of  his  bombers  just  before  the  Canadia 
attack  was  to  be  launched.  I  have  alreadv-  told  about  tl; 
serg(ant  who  saw  them  coming,  and  abo.it  the  bov  by  his  sid 
who  was  buried  alive  by  a  shell,  and  Iiv(d  to  tell  me  the  ta 
with  a  strange  smile  in  his  brown  eyes,  as  he  h  aned  on  a  crookc 
stick,  some  old  tree-stump  he  had  picked  uj)  to  support  hit 
when  he  was  weak  from  loss  of  blood.  I  le  was  (jiie  of  the  Frcncl 
Canadian  boys.  The  German  bombers  came  out  of  the  darknes 
suddenly,  and  pounced  upon  a  bit  of  trtnch.  flinging  thei 
haiid-greiicidcs,  and  trying  to  grab  some  of  our  men  as'prisonen 
It  was  just  like  one  of  the  old  raids,  better  done  by  the  Canadian 
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tlumsclvcs.  They  had  a  short  innings,  and  not  a  man  wont 
hack.  A  Canadian  machine-gunner  rushed  up  to  his  "  Lewis  " 
iiiiil  killed  those  who  came  over  our  parapets.  One  ollicer  with 
t\v(  Ive  bombers  accounted  for  the  others. 

l?iit  it  was  awkward  happening  just  at  the  hour  when  the 
u'r.md  attack  was  waiting  for  the  word  "  Go."  It  might  hav 
disorganized  the  plan  at  the  outset.  The  Canadians  did  not 
Kt  it  make  any  kind  of  difference  to  them.  At  the  exact 
moment  all  the  waves  of  men  rose,  swept  over  the  dead  bodies 
(il  the  raiders,  and  in  a  great  tide  rolled  over  No  Man's  Land. 
Three  Tanks  went  with  them,  slower  than  the  infantry,  but 
(limbing  steadily  over  the  trenches  and  the  shell-craters,  and 
|iiuwling  r.round  for  the  ])iaccs  from  which  there  came  a  spitting 
lire  of  macliine-gtms.  They  found  some  of  them  in  the  sugar 
factory.  -  .d  I  have  told  how  they  sat  down  there,  crumpling 
the  emplacements  under  their  heavy  ribs,  and  pouring  out  a 
•Icadlv  fire. 


The  Canadian  infantry  had  a  difficult  operation.  The 
.'round  from  the  high  ridge  of  Pozieres  sloped  down  before 
them  to  the  edge  of  the  village  of  Courcelette,  where  they  had 
Liten  ordered  to  halt  and  consolidate  while  reserve  battalions 

the  French-Canadians  on  the  right — came  up  behind  to 
•'  mop-up  "  the  captured  ground.  A  German  trench  ran  at  an 
aiiL'le  from  their  objective,  and  as  they  advanced  the  Canadians 
had  to  take  this  "  en  passant,"  as  chess-players  would  say,  the 
tlank  capturing  the  trench  at  the  same  rate  of  progress  as  the 
centre  and  right  went  forward. 

It  was  done.  Through  machinc-gim  fire  and  an  inferno  of 
slirapnel  and  high  explosives  the  Canadians  stormed  their 
way  down  the  slope,  shouting  and  cheering  as  they  went,  led 
l)y  ollicers  who  urged  them  on,  before  falling,  some  of  them, 
mortally  wounded.  In  the  trenches  the  German  soldiers  fought 
stubbornly,  flinging  their  bombs  and  maintaining  a  rapid  rifle- 
lirt  until  the  Canadians  were  right  upon  them  with  the  bayonet. 
At  the  sight  of  sharp  steel  they  fought  no  more,  but  flung  up 
their  hands. 

The  Canadians  had  a  long  way  to  go  to  the  outskirts  of 
Courcelette,  right  across  open  country,  and  as  they  went  the 
German  "  crumps  "  fell  among  them,  tossing  up  great  masse^ 
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—as  Inrpc  as  villapc  churches— of  smoke  and  earth  filled  wi 
flying  shi  ll-spliiitcrs. 

It  was  on  the  line  outside  Courcc'ctte  that  they  stnppi 
at  last  to  dig  and  gatJu  r  their  strength  and  take  breath, 
was  late  in  the  afternoon,  I  think,  that  the  ground  b«  hii 
Hum  was  tiioroiighly  cleared,  and  that  the  German  defence 
the  sugar  factory  was  fina'ly  broken  with  the  help  of  tl 
Tanks,  There  was  a  conference  between  the  officers,  tho 
who  were  still  unvvounded.  Men  in  the  ranks  asked  the  sar 
question,  and  answered  it.     "  Why  not  take  Courcelcttc  itself  ? 
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The  order  and  the  honour  of  the  new  attack  was  given 
the  "  mojvup  "  battalions  behind,  with  the  French  Canadiai 
among  them,  who  had  been  advancing  bciiind  the  assaultii 
troops  as  a  clearing  and  consolidating  force.  The  co|f»nel 
the  French-Canadians  tells  the  story.  lie  is  a  wiry  ma 
typical  of  his  race,  modest,  bright-eyed,  keeping  a  sense  ^ 
humour  in  spite  of  all  the  tragedy  of  war,  such  a  man  as  Chauc 
knew  when  Norman-French  was  spoken  in  English  fields- 
"  a  very  parfit  gentil  knight." 

He  is  proud  of  his  French-Canadians.  They  had  a  long  wa 
to  go  to  get  to  Courcelette.  Nearly  three  and  a  half  miles  1 
the  final  line  given  to  them  on  the  other  side  of  the  villag 
"  We're  late,  we're  late,"  said  the  httle  colonel.  "  We  mui 
get  there  in  time  at  whatever  cost.  French  -  Canadian 
forward  !  " 

They  were  not  too  late.  They  came  up  to  the  first  assaultir 
battalions — those  who  had  dug  in  south  of  the  village— ju! 
in  time  to  pass  through  them  and  had  the  new  attack.  l\far 
men  had  dropped  on  the  way.  The  ground  was  still  bein 
torn  up  by  steel  ploughs.  .\11  the  air  was  full  of  the  scream  an 
whine  and  crash  of  shells.  Round  Couretlette  there  was 
clatter  of  maehine-gun  fire  from  German  hiding-places.  Tl 
garrison  there  was  ready  for  defence. 

'*  Allons  done,  m(  s  enfants  !  " 

It  is  the  way  in  which  French  officers  lead  their  men  t 
victory  or  to  death. 

The  Frcr.ch-Canadians,  with  their  comrades  on  the  lef 
swung  round  in  a  loop  round  the  southern  half  of  the  villagi 
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and  closed   in   and   invaded   its  stro'ts.  .  .  .  The  capture  of 
Coiireelettc  was  one  of  the  astoiindinf,'  thinf^s  in  this  battle  of 
tlu'  Sommc.     There  were    1500  tierniars  in  and  about  it.  and    / 
the  place  was  stormed  by  much  less  than  that  number.     Du^- /\ 
uiifs  full  of  (lermans  were  routed  out  by  a  few  men  who  coiikf' 
have  been  crushed  and  killed  by  the  oU'ls  against  them.     One 
Canadian  boy  went  down  into  a  dujj-oui,  and  after  a  time — 
what  queer  conversation  could  he  have  down  there  ? — came 
n\[t  again  with  prisoners.     There  were  tweniv   of  them,  tall, 
big  men,  who  could  have  made  a  meal  off  this  brown-cycd  lad 
who  marshalled  them  up. 

Some  of  the  Germans  made  themselves  useful.  A  wounded 
Canadian  officer  captured  five  of  them  before  too  weak  to  get 
hack  to  the  dressing-station  unaided.  Speaking  French  to 
tlicm,  which  one  at  least  understood,  he  ordered  his  prisoners 
to  make  a  stretcher  for  him,  enforcing  his  conmiand  by  keeping 
\\\<  revolver  on  them.  From  some  old  sticks  and  sandbags 
they  made  the  stretcher,  and  then  carried  him  down. 

Two  German  doctors  helped  to  dress  our  wounded,  and 
worked  bravely  and  steadily  under  shell-fire  for  many  hours. 
One  of  them  objected  to  having  a  sentry  put  near  his  dug-out. 
■•  I  am  not  a  fighting  man,"  he  said.  *'  I  did  not  help  to  make 
this  war.  My  work  is  for  humanity,  and  your  wounded  arc 
the  same  to  me  as  ours,  poor,  suffering  men,  needing  my  help, 
which  I  am  glad  to  give." 
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Beyond  the  village  that  night  the  enemy  made  seven  counter- 
attacks upon  the  Canadians.  There  were  moments  when 
•  ven  the  colonel  thought  that  things  did  not  look  "  too  bright." 
Hut  all  these  assaults  were  beaten  off,  as  the  Canadians  have 
i  raten  off  other  attacks  yesterday  and  to-day,  inflicting  heavy 
losses  and  gaining  more  ground. 

One  counter-attack  was  repulsed  by  a  handful  of  men  in  a 
way  that  gives  a  grotesque  comedy  to  all  this  night  scene  of 
war  filled  with  so  much  death  and  terror,  and  human  courage 
strong  in  endurance.  A  tot  of  rum  had  been  served  out  to 
'  aeh  Canadian  to  give  a  glow  of  warmth  to  limbs  chilled  in  the 
W(  t  ^oil  of  shell-craters  and  to  hearts  chilled  by  the  reaction 
wliich  follows  fierce  excitement.  This  handful  of  men  wore 
Mtting  in  a  German  dug-out. 
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'J'hry  laiiplud  and  sant',  forgetful  of  the  sccn»s  about  ther 
It  was  as  jolly  as  in  a  log-cabin  of  the  WVst,  by  this  diirr-oii 
where  a  corpse  lay  very  qniet.  Again  they  shouted  and  laiigh( 
more  loudly,  giving  Red  Indian  war-cries,  and  other  wi 
whoops.     And  that  was  when  the  counter-attack  began. 

It  did  not  get  very  far.  A  body  of  Germans  advancing  ov 
No  Man's  Land  to  the  British  Hncs  suddenly  heard  frightfi 
blood-curdling  sounds.  It  was  as  though  the  tribes  of  tl 
IJlaekfc  (t  had  come  out  upon  the  war-path,  yelling  as  th( 
swung  t!  I  ir  tomahawks  and  dancing  round  the  scalps  of  the 
victims.  The  Germans  hated  to  hear  such  a  noise.  It  was  i 
though  all  the  devils  of  hell  were  upon  them,  laughing  diabol 
caliy.  .  .  .  They  turned  and  fled. 
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TiiK  enemy  cannot  stand  against  iis  on  his  present  line.  That 
has  been  prt)\(d  to-d;iy  and  yesterday  by  sweeping  Hritish 
successes,  wlneh  include  the  capture  of  Geudecourt,  Lesbii-iifs, 
Morval,  and  Combles,  with  nearly  2000  prisoners  (according 
to  my  own  reckoning)  and  a  great  mass  of  material.  The 
(ierman  infantry  was  ordered  to  hold  on  to  these  places  at  all 
costs,  to  the  very  death. 

The  enemy  may  ])retend  later  that  they  have  made  a  volun- 
tary withdrawal  to  "  take  up  a  new  and  stronger  line  of  defence  " 
—  that  is  the  usual  convention — but  I  have  talked  with  their 
ollicers  and  men  and  know  what  their  orders  were.  They 
were  to  fight  for  every  inch  of  soil  against  us,  and  they  did  not 
lack  c(juragc. 

But  our  men  and  our  gtins  have  been  too  strong  for  them. 
As  soon  as  we  held  the  high  ridge  from  the  Pozi^res  Windmill 
through  the  old  German  switch-line  below  Martinpiiich,  and 
aljove  High  Wood  and  Ginchy,  tlu  ir  position  down  the  slopes 
became  untenable  because  of  the  new  observation  we  had  for 
our  artillery. 

One  by  one  their  strongholds  have  fallen,  Coiircelcttc  and 
Miirtinpuich  and  Flers,  now  those  other  places,  Geudecourt, 
Lcsba-ufs,  and  Morval.  In  spite  of  all  their  massed  machine- 
guns  in  strong  emplacements,  and  all  th<ir  tunnelled  dug-outs, 
and  all  their  stubborn  resistance,  they  could  not  hold  on  to  a  line 
here  under  the  hurricane  of  fire  our  gims  have  fiung  upon  them, 
and  the  tide  of  men  who  swept  forward  and  overwhelmed 
them. 

Their  defence  began  to  show  signs  of  cracking  when  they 
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were  iinnbic  to  ff)rcc  home  their  repeated  counter-attacks  by 
ail)-  hi;,'  ycDc  fill  scheme  of  offence. 

It  wiis  eltur  that  our  constant  hammer-strokes,  witli  those 
(hlivered  by  the  French  on  our  ri),'l»t,  had  dcmorahzed  and 
(hsoiKaiiized  them,  and  tluit  they  were  unable  to  patlier  reserves 
from  other  parts  of  tlie  hue  (piick  enough  or  big  enough  to 
strike  back  luavily  so  as  to  tliuart  our  progress.  They  had 
to  niy  mainly  on  their  gun-power,  and  formidal)lc  as  that  is  it 
has  bi en  rnasfen d  by  ours  ff)r  the  time  being,  and  could  not  do 
more  than  make  our  advance  costly  to  our  wonderful  infantry, 
who  went  through  its  curtain-tire. 

Even  that  has  weakened  a  little  during  the  past  forty-eight 
liours  — our  men  who  come  back  broken  by  it  will  not  think  so, 
})oor  Allows— and  the  last  attacks  have  succeeded  with  far 
fewer  casualties  on  our  side  than  ever  before  on  such  a  d:iy  of 
success  in  this  battle  of  the  Sonmic.  The  casualties,  indeed, 
were  very  light  considering  the  striking  successes  gained.  The 
enemy  is  in  retnat— not  for  a  great  distance,  perhaps,  but 
eertuirdy  retreating. 


For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  war  on  the  Western 
front  since  the  battle  of  the  Marne  and  the  beginning  ol  trench- 
warfare  the  enemy  has  been  compelled  to  abandon  a  town 
without  a  fight  in  it.  He  has  withdrawn  from  Combles,  which 
is  a  place  of  some  importance,  and  more  than  a  mere  village, 
and  our  troops  have  entered  it  from  the  north,  while  the  French 
hold  the  southern  half. 

As  soon  as  Mor\al  was  taken  yesterday,  after  that  wonderful 
assault  upon  the  double  line  of  trenches  defending  it,  his  gunners 
ntor  Sailly-Saillisel,  to  the  east,  packed  up  and  bolted  away. 
In  the  night  troops  holding  the  ground  between  Morval  and 
that  place  have  melted  away,  and  our  patrols  are  out  there 
trying  to  find  out  his  rear-guard. 

IJetween  Geudeeourt  and  Lesbfieufs  a  body  of  German 
infantry  tried  to  rally  up  to  a  counter-attack  and  came  forward 
a  little  way  with  a  show  of  strength  and  resolution. 

Our  gumiers  were  quick  to  get  their  targc^.  Clouds  of 
shrapnel  burst  over  those  massed  men,  and  their  attack  turned 
into  a  panic-stricken  rout.     They  flung  do^\'n  rifles  and  packs 
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nnd  Hed  back  towards  Lc  Transloy,  leaving  mariy  dead  and 
uoiindtd  ill  t!iiir  wake. 

The  worst  thin<,'  that  has  happened  to  the  enemy  is  the  break- 
mir-iip  of  the  "moral"  of  his  troops.  These  men  have  been  ord(  red 
to  hold  out  in  death-traps,  and  althoii;,'h  then-  can  be  no  slur 
(.11  their  courafje,  for  they  have  fou<,'ht  well  and  are  brave  men, 
fiiry  have  seen  with  dismal  eyes  that  if  they  hold  on  lonjjer  they 
must  die  or  be  taken. 

As  soon  as  our  men  had  swept  aeross  the  trenehes  and  the 
sunken  roads  where  the  Germans  defended  themselves  stub- 
bornly and  entered  the  villa<,'es— Morval  bt  irij,'  taken  from 
(lie  north — the  garrisons  came  up  out  of  their  under<,Tound 
[>laees  and  surrendered  in  heaps.  They  coidd  have  foujfht 
h'ti^er  and  harder  here,  perhajjs,  but  only  with  their  backs" to 
t!i"  walls  asking  for  death.  Tluy  hud  not  the  si)irit  to  do  that 
and  no  man  would  expect  it  of  them. 

They  wore  done  and  da/ed  by  the  appallinjr  intensity  of  the 
shell-fire  which  we  had  smashed  over  their  tunnels.  They 
v«  re  disheartened  by  the  unfaiiinj?  rej,'ularity  with  which  the 
Hritish  had  captured  one  stronghold  after  another  since  July  1, 
and  at  last  after  two  years  of  utter  conrulcnee  in  the  supn-me 
stnngth  of  the  Gciman  war-machine,  their  faith  had  been 
Kstroycw. 

They  have  seen  it  crack  and  break,  leaving  them  as  the  victims 
of  its  failure.  Men  who  have  lost  faitli  in  the  one  idol  to  which 
thiy  had  pledged  their  souls  arc  not  so  strong  as  before.  It  is 
this  loss  of  faith  among  her  soldiers  which  is  the  worst  thing 
that  has  happened  to  Germany. 
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In  opposition  to  the  faith  which  we  have  now  broken  is  the 
lV;ir  they  have  of  British  troops  whom,  once  upo"^  a  time,  they 
were  taught  to  despise,  they  are  stupefied  by  the  grim  way 
in  which  our  men  attack,  reckless  of  loss,  so  that  no  bprratre 
stops  them,  and  they  are  amazed  that  men  who  were  not 
soldiers  a  year  ago  should  now  be  equal  to  their  own  best 
troops  in  fighting  skill  as  gunners  and  as  infantry. 

A  German  officer  who  surrendered  to-day  with  a  whole 
company  when  the  British  stormed  their  way  into  Morval 
paid  a  tribute  to  them  when  he  was  taken  prisoner. 
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'■  Your  soldiers,"  hr  s.iid,  "surprise  me  by  fhcir  sang-froi 
Tli(  y  \s(  re  V(  ry  cool  and  calm  in  iiioriitnts  win  ii  most  soldic 
would  lose  tlicir  heads." 

He  was  lou(li(<l,  too,  l)y  their  kindness  to  him,  puzzled  by  i 
n(»t  lindiiiu  any  kind  of  haired  in  their  hearts  now  that  tl 
li;,'htiiij,'  was  o\  er. 

"  Till  y  ask(  (I  me  wIk  tlur  I  would  like  to  go  down  at  once  ( 
wait  until  the  barrau'c  lased  off.  Tliat  was  very  <»o(Ml-naturi 
of  tlHui.  'I'Ik  II  Hicy  ffiivv  me  '  kiielKii '- littl<-  cakes— an 
called  me  '  old   boy  '  as  thout,'h  they  had  known  me  bt  lure." 

'Why  are  <,'rat(  fid  for  our  treatment  of  them,  and  truly  son 
of  our  men  are  chixalrous  in  the  way  they  behave  to  them  aft( 
the  bl(K»dsh((l  is  over  and  the  hi  fee  and  frij^'htfid  thin^js  ( 
battle. 

There  were  two  fi  Hows  on  the  roadside  to-day,  an  Enfjli,*, 
snldi(  r  and  a  (ic  rniaii.  trud'jiiiL;  side  by  side  toatield  dressin; 
station,     r.oth  heads  were  bandaired,  and  one  man  couKl  s( 
out  of  one  e\e  and  one  out  of  the  other. 
Said  the  Eni,'lishman  : 

'"ihis  chap  tried  to  yougc  out  my  eye  with  his  fist,  and 
did  the  same  to  his  with  my  elbow,  and  now  we  <,'et  on  famousl 
to<,'tther." 

Two  othiT  men  came  in — enemies  an  liour  b(  fore. 
"This  is  Old  liill,"  said  the  Knylish  soKlier,  pointiiifr  to 
wounded  German.     "  ^VIu  re  I  u'o  Hill  f;oes.     I  wounded  hii 
and  I  took  him.  .  .  .  Come  on,  Bill,  old  son." 

I  saw  l-JOO  German  prisomrs  to-day  just  out  of  the  battl( 
They  lay  in  rows,  ^Mey  bo<ly  close  to  <frey  boily,  so  that  whc 
any  stocnl  and  walked  about  they  had  to  step  carefully  over  a 
those  lyiui,'  men.  They  were  men  from  Morval  and  Lesbccuf! 
and  some  from  C'ombles,  who  in  the  retreat  in  the  night  ha 
mistaken  their  way  out  and  come  into  our  lines. 

They  were  mostly  stronp,  well-built  younj?  men — better  tha 
some  of  those  I  saw  yesterday — and  were  nearly  all  Prussian 
from  the  Khinelands.  In  the  mass  there  was  nothinir  repulsiv 
about  them,  thoufih  here  and  there  was  an  evil-looking  fact 
Tluse  fresh-coloured  fellows,  very  smart  and  soldierly,  and  witl 
very  little  of  the  dirt  of  war  upon  them,  as  they  had  bcei 
living  ;n  the  dug-outs,  stared  about  them  with  curious  eyo 
— at  the  liritish  troops  passing  and  British  transports,  and  al 
the  traiTjc  that  goes  up  to  the  battle-lines.     They  were  startle* 
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at  finding  themselves  in  so  tjrcat  a  company  of  fellow-prisoners. 
I  Ik  y  confcssid  to  one  of  our  oHicirs  that  it  was  "  a  prtat 
Hritish  victory." 

Tlu-se  men  were  all  iinwoinuKd.  Hut  in  a  tent  not  far 
away,  and  in  other  tents,  were  rows  of  {;ernians  on  stn  telu  rs, 
Ivinf,'  viry  still,  and  lookinj,'  very  ijrey,  in  hloo<l-s«)rik((l  elofhrs. 
Some  of  them  were  moaninf»  tluir  lives  away,  hut  Kii;,'lish 
doctors  were  with  them,  attending  to  them  just  in  the  same 
nay  as  they  dealt  with  our  wounded  men  carried  into  other 
tents. 
"  We  make  no  difference,"  said  the  medical  ofTicer. 
Tlu  re  wjis  a  young  oflicer  there  whom  I  had  mt  t  yesterday  on 
tlu  roadside.  He  sat  up  when  he  saw  mc  again,  at\d  said  he 
waiiteil  nothing  that  eo  .Id  Ik-  given  to  him,  and  was  <fr!tt.f,il 
for  the  treatment.  lie  had  JTist  been  writing  down  the  address 
III' one  of  his  wounded  comrades,  who  was  guiiig  to  die,  so  that 
!h  might  send  a  letter  to  the  man's  wife.  He  had  been  asked 
to  do  this  by  one  of  the  English  doctors,  and  he  was  glad  to 
•  loit. 

I  sat  down  by  the  side  of  a  young  soldier  from  the  Rhineland. 
"  Are  you  badly  wounded  ?  "  I  asked. 
He  fiointcd  to  his  shoulder,  and  said,  "  Here." 
\Vhen  I  said  he  looked  very  young,  he  shrugged  that  wounded 
slioulder  of  his,   and  said,   "  All   my   comrades   were  young. 
\\\'  fought  as  well  as  older  men.     The  English  came  behind 
IS,  or  we  would  not  have  been  taken." 

The  pride  of  the  boy  remained  with  hira  even  now,  and  it 
M  emed  to  me  fine  and  plucky. 

Hut  these  men,  as  a  whole,  have  none  of  the  braggart  con- 
tlilince  of  the  prisoners  we  used  to  take  a  year  ago.  The 
truth,  I  think,  is  beginning  to  dawn  upon  them.  The  gmis 
Miat  protected  them  have  been  matched  by  British  gims,  and 
the  new  arniy  that  has  grown  up  against  them  has  broken  their 
•>frongest  lines. 

It  is  only  the  beginning.  People  at  home  must  not  think 
tliat  the  German  army  has  lost  its  power  of  defence  and  that 
tlir  great  rout  is  at  hand.  They  are  drawing  back  their  guns, 
Ijiit  saving  most  of  them.  They  are  retreating,  but  will  stand 
aL'ain,  and  dig  new  trenches  and  defend  other  villages. 

There  will  be  greater  and  fiercer  and  more  desperate  fighting 
before  the  end  comes,  and  God  alone  knows  when  that  will  be. 
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Hut  so  fnr  as  the  fiylitini'  t»<><s  it  is  a  real  stroke  of  victoi 
for  us.  Witlnii  tlic  last  forty-»i^lit  hours  we  luivr  put  out  < 
iiclioii  <i;,'lit  (ji-rtnati  lialtalioiis  hrtwcrn  I,«  sixiufs  and  Morvii 
liiul  the  I'Mi'tiiy  can  ill  arfonl  sui-h  loss  afti-r  ull  that  lui^  huppcm 
since  the  first  day  of  July. 
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The  story  of  tho  mrctinir  of  the  Fnnrh  anfl  Bnlish  in  \\ 
stroiu,'hol(l  of  C'onihlcs  is  an  lii^'oric  iii(i(l<  ut,  whicii  may  fori 
otK'  (lay  thr  sulijcct  of  a  ;,'ri  at  paiutiii;,',  thou'jh  |nrliaiis  i 
artist's  eye  was  there  to  s(c  it.  Some  hiiu'iiiles  of  F.n;,'li> 
tr(H)|is  Wert'  holdini;.  on  .Moiuiay  moriiinL;,  the  t,MdiHi(l  of  tl 
Quaiiril.iteral  (wlure  our  men  liad  bt(ii  hadly  held  up  ( 
S(  ptemher  13),  to  the  west  of  Houleaux  WOod. 

The  French  were  Ijamnnriii^  forward  with  their  soixarit- 
<|uin7.c  and  masses  of  spjendiil  infantry  to  the  east  of  Combli 
in  the  direction  of  Frc}»icourt.  'Jhe  plan  of  attack  was  to  he, 
in  ComliKs  hy  the  French  advance  on  one  side,  and  on  ours  h 
formin*,'  a  stroni,'  line  to  tin  nortli-w(  vt  of  t'omliles. 

'iln-  iperation  was  of  ;,'reat  importance  to  the  whole  of  o\ 
attack  on  Morval  and  I-eslxrufs  on  Monday  mornini'.  hecaus 
apart  from  cutting?  off  Combles,  the  n"w  position  was  needed  { 
a  solid  plank  to  our  rij^'ht  wiiifj. 

The  nun  who  were  jjiven  the  task— it  is  sal  t'  it  I  am  nc 
yet  able  to  sa\'  who  they  wert — had  been  fi;,'htinj,'  heavily  i 
previous  battles,  and  had  suffered  many  losses.  I5ut  for  th 
new  assaidt  they  rallitd  ip  uyain  with  a  brave  spirit,  and  di 
all  that  was  asked  of  tlum  and  a  little  more. 

Instead  of  attacking  Bouleaux  Wood  itself,  where  the  Gcrmar 
were  in  preat  force,  they  were  ordered  to  take  two  lines  ( 
trenches  on  the  west  .side  of  it,  and  to  establish  the  flank  lii; 
there — a  clever  bit  of  strategy  which  a  (German  ollicer  has  sine 
complained  of  bitterly  as  "  not  playing  the  game,"  becaus 
at  IJouKaux  Wood  the  Germans  were  waiting  for  an  attae 
and  ready  for  it  with  massed  machine-guns,  which  they  coul 
not  put  to  their  full  use,  powr  lads  ! 

Th("  trenches  were  taken  easily  and  rapidly — in  five  minute 
from  the  moment  of  attack — but  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  i 
was  an  embankment  with  a  rabbit-warren  of  dug-outs,  whic 
gave  more  trouble. 

It  was  the  German  flank  line,  and  enormously  important  t 
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tlir  ^nemy.  so  that  he  luld  it  witli  a  lurj^i'  force  of  nun  and  man  v 
iiiarhiru-jfuns  and  *•  niincnwiTfir." 

Fiirco.  sa\aj,'.'  n«litin<,'  took  place  here,  and  it  wai  onlv  four 
l.oiirs  latrr  that  the  dny-..iits  wcrr  fuially  cKand.  IKniibout* 
(it;hty  prisonirs  wvrv  taken,  but  a  yriut  many  dead  bodies  hiv 
In  low  the  trnbankment  wiun  tlie  fij^ht  was  thine. 

Near  by  five  "mimuwerfer"  were  eapfnred.  and  our  men  found 

s  ine  empty  «un-eniplae«rnents.  which  had  been  aban(h)netl  in 

neh  a  hurry  by  the  (German  gunners  that  thi  y  had  left  iK-hind 

Ml.  in  a  jrreat  store  of  four-point-two  shells  and  all  their  aiamuni- 

tmn-earriers. 

Our  strong,'  flank  was  formed  and  a  new  treneh  dug  in  great 
-tvie  by  a  piontcr  battalion,  and  then  in  the  darkness  patrol-, 
-1  infantry  pushed  forward  in  the  directiotj  of  Combles.  Tt 
u:is  dark,  yd  n<»t  an  absolute  and  '  Ling  darkness.  The 
ky  was  very  culm  and  strewn  with  bright  stars,  and  up  above 
Ml.  Combles  road  at  Morval  white  flares  went  up  and  down. 
throwing  every  few  uionients  a  white,  vivid  glare  over  the 
li  it  tl(  field,  lighting  up  its  desolation,  with  the  rim  of  every 
lu  ll-crater  white  as  snow  and  with  black  pits  m  the  depths  of 
t)i(  in. 

i'lie  sky  was  not  quiet  except  high  above  the  strife  of  mea 
Auay  down  the  French  lines  it  was  all  on  fire,  and  shells  were 
iiirsting  in  a  great  semicircle  where  the  British  were  lighting 
it  Lc^boeufs  and  Geudecourt. 

Hut  Combles  was  dark  and  ijuict.  No  star-.iuils  came  up 
fi'in  its  ruined  houses.  There  was  no  sign  of  hfc  there,  only 
a  few  black  shadows  came  up  from  the  town  towards  our 
patrols  and  exchanged  shots  with  them  and  then  tried  to  escape. 
I'ufnty  of  these  stragglers  were  taken  prisoner.  Ten  were 
kill. d  in  fights  with  our  patrol  parties. 

Hour  after  hour  there  was  the  tremendous  tattoo  of  the 
Fniich  soixantc-quinze  coming  nearer  and  nearer,  and  a 
Inial  outburst  of  gun  and  rifle-fire  when  Frcgicourt  was  taken. 

The  night  was  passing,  but  it  was  long  before  dawn— at 
•i.  15— when  a  strong  patrol  of  English  soldiers  with  machinc- 
iT'ins  advanced  down  a  tram-line  into  the  town  of  Combles. 
ill  y  were  tired  men,  worn  with  fighting,  craving  sleep,  hating 
all  this  hell  aroimd  them,  not  in  that  night  hour  inspired  by 
iiiv  Ihriil  of  joy  because  they  were  entering  Combles  "in 
trpimnli."     They    wrre    not    quite   sure    how    far   the    bc;i4lv 
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|)lacc  had  hctn  abaiuloiud.     News  had  come  to  them  that  1 1 
<  ncniy  liad  fuiiiid  a  way  out. 

Bill  you  never  can  tell.  There  nii<.'lit  bo  desperate  fellov 
in  the  cellars,  niachine-j,'uns  behind  any  of  these  broken  wall 
Tluy  went  on  slowly  and  cautiously  until  they  reached  tl 
ruined  streets. 

Dead  men  lay  about,  with  white  faces  turned  tipwards  1 
the  stars.  The  f,'round  was  littered  with  broken  bricks  ai 
twisted  iron  and  destroyed  wagons.  Ihit  no  shot  came  thront 
tlie  f,'a])in{,'  holes  in  houses  which  still  ste)e)d  as  roofless  shell 
It  was  all  as  ejuitt  and  stdl  as  death.  A  halt  was  made  at  tl 
railway  line,  and  then  our  tired  men  saw  through  the  gloo 
other  tired  ligures  trudpinij  towards  them. 

Ollicers  went  forward.  Words  were  spoken  in  French  ai 
Enj^lish  : 

"  Cc  sont  les  Anglais." 
"  Them's  the  French  all  right." 
"  The  blooming  town's  abandoned." 
"  Les  sacrcs  Bochcs  n'existent  plus  !  '" 

Combles  was  taken  thus  in  the  early  hours  of  the  mornii 
of  the   dav   Ixfore  yesterday   without  anv   ele n.onstration 
elramatic  ceremony,  without  cheers  or  theatrical  nonsense,  I 
grim,  fiuiet,  tired  men  who  were  glad  to  be  at  the  end  of  anotli 
day's  lighting,  with  a  dog's  chance  of  rest. 

it  was  a  great  p  ace  for  booty.     The  cellars  were  stacked  wi 
thousands  of  rifles  and  a   great   store  of  anmumition.     T 
enemy  had  left  behind  four  thousand  rounds  of  five-point-ni 
shL-lls — tile   less  to   lire  at   us,  thank  God  ! — and  a   mass 
material  and  kit  of  every  kind. 

This  flight  from  Combles  is  the  most  ignominious  thing  th 
has  happened  to  the  enemy  on  the  ^Vestern  front  since  he  w 
hainmere  el  back  on  the  Marne,  and  it  must  have  hurt  his  pri 
— the  pride  of  his  "  High  Command  " — as  a  smarting  wound 


#at«c?27ii 


XXXVI 
Tin^  DOO^l  OF  TIIIEPVAL 


September  27 
liiK  doom  of  Thicpval  is  fuinil«l.  That  place  upon  the  hi-h 
n'l^'c,  with  ,ts  thirty-four  blaek  tree-stun.ps-I  eour.ted  then. 
cl.is  niornin«-whic{i  has  been  harrowed  and  ploughed  and 
|raterec  luider  incessant  storms  of  hijrh  explosive,  fell  into  our 
ii.nds  last  evening-all  but  o.ie  corner  to  the  north-west, 
wliieli  IS  ours  to-day. 

^^•eeks  ago  I  said-;,s  it  may  be  remembered— that  the 
1-'  .man  garrison  there  must  have  known  that  their  doom  was 
' r.cping  nearer,  and  that  sooner  or  later  they  must  surrender 
"T  die. 

It  was  longer  reaching  them  than  I  expected  when  I  watched 

iH-  attack  on  the  Zollern  Trench,  and  the  defences  runnin-r  up 

to  the  "  Wunderwerk,"  and  saw  our  men  crossing  a  wide  stretch 

01  >o  Man  s  Land  through  great  shell-fire  which  tossed  up  the 

arth  about  them,  and  go  on  until  those  who  had  not  fallen 

apt  upon  the  German  trenches  and  bundled  back  batches  of 

!  r.M.ners,  and  then  went  on  again  until  they  were  verv'  near 

'■  the  row  of  ai^ple-trees  which  used  to  blossom  in  April  on  the 

'  itskirtj  of  Thiepval  town  perched  upon  the  hill. 

It  seemed  to  mc  then,  watching  the  rapid  progress  of  our 
ni.n  and  their  wonderful  courage,  that  in  a  few  days  more 
Toin  the  Wunderwerk  and  Mouquet  Farm  on  the  east  side 
I'Ur  lines  would  close  in  and  put  the  strangle-grip  upon  the 

It  has  taken  longer  than  that,  more  storms  of  shells,  more 
pkndid  lives,  to  win  the  stronsrhold.  and  the  wondor  to  mo  h 
■nv  that  I  know  the  full  strength  of  the  place,  the  resistance  of 
ts  underground  fortificatoins'  and  the  lighting  spirit  of  the 
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troops  holding  it,  that  we  captured  it  yesterday  and  to-da 
with  siieh  httlc  loss. 

For  our  loss  was  amazinply  ligiit  considering  the  long  an 
stubborn  fi^litini,'  there  and  the  machine-gun  lire  which  swe[ 
upon  our  men  from  niatiy  hidden  places,  and  the  desperatic 
of  the  garrison,  who  defended  themselves  with  great  gallantr 
Let  us  "ive  them  the  honour  of  saying  that,  for  they  were  fii 
lighting  men. 

L»  defence  the  advantage  was  all  with  them.  Hu':  for  tl 
power  of  our  guns  and  the  way  in  which  British  troo| 
figlit— meaning  to  win  whatever  the  cost—they  were  in  i 
iinpregnable  positioti.  The  taking  of  Moiupiet  Farm  by  tl 
Australians  and  afterwards  by  the  Canadians  was  the  wor 
menace  to  them,  enclosing  th<  ni  on  the  right,  but  an  astoundii 
episode  which  happened  yesterday  will  show  most  clearly  t 
dilliculties  of  our  troops  and  the  cunning  of  the  enem} 
larthworks. 
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It  is  many  days  since  I  reported  the  final  capture  of  Mouqi; 
Farm,  after  in-and-out  fighting,  and  since  I  saw  its  ruins  frc 
the  high  ridge. 

These  bits  of  broken  1  Ickwork,  all  tiiat  was  lett  after  t 
Australians  had  made  it  their  own,  were  the  remnants  of 
place  more  important  once  than  an  ordinary  French  farmstei 
It  was  a  series  of  buildings  such  as  one  finds  in  Frai 
attached  to  a  big  chateau,  with  barns  and  out-houses  a 
stables,  or  to  an  old  monastic  institution,  covering  a  lai 
space  of  gro\md. 

Our  last  line  of  trenches  struck  through  the  middle  of  1 
place,  leaving  two  bits  of  ruin  to  the  north  of  the  trench  a 
one  to  the  south,  behind  the  line.  The  enemy  seemed  to 
well  away  nortliwards  in  the  shell-craters  beyond  our  paraf 
and  nobody  susjiected  "  Brother  Boche  "  near  at  hand. 

It  was  with  great  surprise  a  fe-v  days  ago  that  one  of  ( 
English  olficers  saw  two  Germans  rise  stuldenly  from  a  li 
behitid  our  line,  near  the  southern  ruin  of  bricks. 

One  of  them  beckoned  to  him.     "  Be  careful,  sir,"  said 
SfUtry.     But  the  ofiicer  imagined  that  the  two  Germans  1 
stra\  ed  into  our  lines  and  wauled  to  be  taken  prisoner,  as  sc 
do  from  time  to  time. 
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lie  went  forward  slowly  until  he  was  quite  clo^e  to  them. 
Then  he  fdl  dead,  hot  by  the  man  whf)  liad  beckoned  to  him, 
who  with  his  comrade  disappeared  immediately  into  some  hole 
'vhieh  could  not  be  found. 

A  day  or  two  later  a  workinjj  party  diffging  in  the  neighbour- 
hood broke  through  to  a  deep  tunnel.  Instead  of  searching 
■  I  there  and  then  they  filled  it  up  again.  Our  men  found 
themselves  being  sniped  from  other  hoh-s  in  the  ground.  It 
came  into  the  heads  of  our  officers  that  beneath  the  ground, 
<  ven  behind  our  lines,  were  nests  of  Germans  who  might  turn 
upon  them  at  any  moment,  or  blow  them  up  by  a  charge  of 
,'iuicotton. 

Orders  were  given  to  draw  back  a  little  from  Mouquet  Farm, 
mid  the  guns  were  turned  on  to  it  again,  flinging  high  exjilosives 
and  shrapnel  over  the  place,  as  in  the  old  days.  Then  some  of 
our  men  were  sent  forward  to  clear  the  trenches,  if  they  could 
find  them.  They  came  back  without  success.  So  the  place 
rnuained  one  of  our  "  mystery  corners "  until  yesterday, 
when  the  attack  was  to  begin  on  Thiepval,  from  the  trenches 
><)uth,  and  swinging  left  from  Mouquet.  It  was  dangerr.us, 
hut  it  was  decided  to  carry  out  the  attack  without  worrying 
about  the  underground  inhabitants. 

The  attf.ck  on  Thiepval  began,  and  immediately  our  men  on 
l!ie  right  had  advanced  Ixyond  the  farm  to  the  Zollern  Trench 
iiarties  of  grey-coats  came  out  of  the  tunnels  of  Mouquet  and 
l)ru'an  firing  machine-guns  into  the  backs  of  the  British 
^I'ldiers.  ^ 

\iy  good  luck  there  was  a  young  British  ofllcer  not  far  away 
who  kept  his  head  on  his  shoulders,  and  had  a  quick  way  of 
<1<  ;t!ing  with  a  situation  of  this  kind.  He  was  in  charge  of  a 
working  party,  but  he  saw  his  chance  of  a  "  scrap."  "  Come 
nil,  boys  !  "  he  shouted.  "  Never  mind  your  shovels."  His 
uu  II  threw  down  their  tools  and  f(/llowed  him. 

I  don't  know  how  many  there  were  of  them,  but  only  thirteen 
came  back.  They  did  not  come  back  ingloriously.  Tliey 
hroiight  with  them  one  German  officer  and  fifty-five  men  as 
prisfjners,  and  there  were  no  living  men  left  at  six  o'clock  last 
iii^ht  in  the  tunnels  of  Mouquet. 

II  was  only  a  small  episode  in  the  rear  of  the  assault  on  Thiepval, 
hut  extraordinary,  and  not  without  importance,  on  the  right 
wing  of  our  advance,  for  men  do  not  like  to  go  forward  with 
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machinf-giin  fire  from   behind.     It   shows  the   wav   in   which 

the  f,'rouiid   all   about   here   has   been    used   for 

lighting. 


Lerranean 


8 

So  it  was  in  Thiepval.  Above-jjronnd  there  was  nothing  to 
see  to-day,  and  for  a  long  time,  but  the  blaek  and  broken  tree  - 
trutiks  with  their  lopped  branches  high  abo\e  Thiepval  Wood, 
which  is  just  as  utterly  destroyed — those  bare  poles,  and  to 
the  left  a  mass  of  reddish  brickwork  wiiich  was  once  Thiepval 
CMteau,  and,  standing  solitary,  a  queer-shaped  monster, 
looking  like  a  sleej)ing  megatherium,  which  I  recognized  as  an 
old  Tank  on  the  warj)ath. 

No  men  could  have  remained  alive  above-ground  yesterday 
when  our  guns  hurled  upon  it  a  stream  of  luavy  shells  which 
burst  all  over  the  site  of  the  village  with  violent  upheavals 
of  earth  and  vast  clouds  of  curly  black  smoke  filled  with 
death. 

The  German  garrison  kept  below,  in  a  long  scries  of  vaults 
and  tunnels  which  they  had  strengthened  and  linked  up,  and 
dug  deeper,  in  a  way  that  would  have  surj)risetl  the  old  French 
farmers  who  used  to  keep  their  wine  and  stores  down  there 
centuries  ago.  They  had  made  many  exits,  so  that  they  could 
pop  up  with  rifles  and  machine-gims  at  many  spots  between 
the  four  corners  of  the  village,  and  they  were  ready  for  another 
British  attack. 

I  know  these  things  because  I  have  been  talking  with  the 
German  survivors  of  the  garrison.  They  were  nearly  all  men 
of  the  180th  Regiment,  and  they  have  held  Thiepval  for  two 
years. 

"  In  the  old  days,"  said  one  of  them  this  morning — he 
talked  very  frankly  to  me  in  excellent  French — "  the  place 
was  quiet  and  hapj)y.  We  had  no  great  comfort  below-ground, 
no  fancy  furniture  or  fine  decorations  (otir  beds  were  just 
wooden  planks  raised  above  the  ground) ;  but  wc  worked  hard 
to  fortify  the  vaults.  We  pierced  many  new  tunnels.  Wc 
made  this  imderground  world  perfectly  safe,  and  we  were 
proud  of  it." 

It  belonr^ed  so  nu'.ch  to  the  180th  Regiment  that  instead  of 
being  relieved  in  the  ordinary  way  like  other  troops,  and  sent  off 
to  different  parts  of  the  front,  they  were  given  the  honour  of 
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dofci.Jinf,'  Thiepval  since  the  beginning  of  the  battlts  of  the 
Soninie.  The  nginunt  arranged  its  own  reliefs  company  by 
company,  Hapaume  being  their  rest-camp.  The  men  l'  met 
to-chiy  had  been  actnall>  in  Thiepval  only  seven  days,  without 
relief,  and  had  guessed  that  it  would  hi"  their  turii  to  defend 
the  place  against  a  great  English  assault.  They  had  pledged 
themselves  to  dcfeid  it  to  the  death. 

Ikfore  telling  the  narrative  of  our  attack  and  the  adven- 
tures of  our  own  men  I  think  it  is  interesting  to  give  this 
glimpse  of  the  defenders,  of  their  life  underground.  When 
I  talked  with  them  this  morning  they  had  just  been  captured. 
I  was  struck  by  the  superior  bearing  and  intelligence  of 
them  ail. 

They  were  certainly  the  best  type  of  Germans  I  have  seen  on 
this  front— VVurtembergers  all,  and  handsome  fillows,  who  had 
kept  their  spirit— one  of  the  last  groups  of  men  who  fought 
against  us  in  the  early  days,  an(i  survivors  of  the  first-line 
troops  of  the  (ierman  army  who  have  fallen  like  autumn  l(>avcs 
upon  the  battlefields  of  Europe,  in  the  endless  massacre  of  this 
war. 

They  are  weary  of  the  war,  like  all  their  troops.  They 
laughed  when  I  asked,  "  Will  England  win  ?  "  and  would  not 
pretend  that  Germany  is  still  victorious.  They  had  heard  of 
the  downfall  of  the  two  Zeppelins  in  England,  "  Kaput,"  as 
they  called  it,  and  had  all  the  news  that  is  given  to  German 
people  by  the  newspapers  which  they  had  cvcrv-  day — even 
yesterday  !— in  their  underground  dwelling-place  at  Thiepval. 
IJut  they  were  not  dupes  of  false  news. 

"  Do  you  believe  the  British  Fleet  is  destroyed  ?  "  I  asked, 
testing  them.  "  The  English  Fleet  is  too  gi eat  to  be  destroyed." 
they  said.  "  We  did  not  believe  all  those  stories.  But  we 
gave  you  a  good  fight  at  sea." 

They  gave  us  a  good  fight  on  land  and  underground,  this 
garrison  of  Thiepval,  and  with  a  few  exceptions  they  fought 
honourably,  so  that  our  men  have  no  grudge  against  thcra 
now  that  they  arc  prisoners  of  war. 


Our  attack  began  yesterday  at  half-past  twelve  after  a  great 
bombardment    that    had    be€n    oontinuous    for    twentv-four 
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hours,  risiiifj  to  infernal  heights  of  she ll-fire.  Our  men  leapt  on 
of  th(ir  trtnehes  to  the  south  of  the  trees,  just  north  of  th 
"  VVtuulerwerk,"  and  advanced  in  waves  up  to  (he  trend 
by  the  row  of  apple-trees,  the  right  wing  swinging  round,  a 
I  have  said,  from  Mouquet. 

It  was  on  the  left  that  the  men  had  the  hardest  time.  On 
battalion  lending  the  assault  had  to  advance  directly  npoi 
the  ehateau,  that  heap  of  red  rubbish,  and  from  cellars  beneatl 
it  came  waves  of  savage  machine-gun  fire.  They  were  als( 
raked  by  an  enliladc  fire  of  machine-guns  from  the  left  to| 
conisr  of  the  ground  where  the  village  once  stood. 

Our  men  were  astounded. 

"  I  didn't  bJieve  it  possible,"  said  one  of  th(m,  "  that  anj 
living  soul  could  be  tiure  after  all  that  shell-lire.  But  blesscc 
as  soon  as  it  switched  off  if  the  Germans  didn't  come  up  hk( 
rabbits  out  of  bunny-holes  and  fire  most  hellishly." 

For  a  long  time  it  was  impossible  to  get  near  the  chateau  oi 
take  a  trench  dug  in  front  of  it.  It  was  a  chateau  once  belonging 
to  a  German.  French  gossip  said  that  he  had  tunnelled  ij 
for  such  a  dtfencc  as  that  of  yesterday,  which  is  a  fantastic 
tale,  but  its  cellars  stood  now,  and  were  a  strong  plact 
from  which  one  party  of  the  garrison  poured  out  a  stream 
of  lead. 

"  Where  arc  the  old  Tanks  ?  "  shotitcd  our  men,  and  stared 
back  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  them. 

It  is  splendid  to  see  the  smiles  spreading  over  our  men's 
faces  every  time  they  talk  of  the  Tank.  Whatever  their 
sufferings  have  been  they  cheer  up  and  laugh  in  a  comical 
way  at  this  thought,  n)r  the  Tank  is  a  wonderfully  fine  tonic 
to  the  spirits  of  our  men  and  an  outrageous  comedy  thrusting 
a  blunt  nose  into  the  grim  business  of  this  fighting. 

A  Tank  had  been  coming  along  slowly  in  a  lumbering  way, 
crawling  over  the  interminable  succession  of  shell-craters, 
lurching  over  and  down  into  and  out  of  old  German  trenches' 
nosing  heavily  into  soft  earth,  and  grunting  up  again,  and 
sitting  poised  on  broken  parapets  as  though  quite  winded  by 
this  exercise,  and  then  waddling  forward  in  the  wake  of  the 
infantry.  Then  it  faced  the  ruins  of  the  chat(  au,  and  stared 
at  tliem  very  steadily  for  quite  a  long  lime,  as  though  wondering 
whether  it  should  eat  them  or  crush  them.  Our  men  were 
hiding  behind  ridges  of  shell-craters,   keeping  low  from  the 
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swish   of   maohinc-fjiin    bulltts,    and    imploring   the    Tank    to 
"  jjc't  on  with  it." 

Thin  it  moved  forward,  in  a  monstrous  wav,  not  sworvin.r 
much  to  the  lift  or  ripht,  but  heaving  itself  on  jerkily,  like  a 
dragon  with  indifjestion.  but  very  furcc.  Fire  leapt  from  its 
nostrils.  The  German  machine-fjuns  splashed  its  sides  with 
bullets,  which  ricochetted  off.  Not  all  those  bullets  kept  it 
back.  It  got  on  top  of  the  enemy's  trench,  trudged  down 
the  length  of  it,  laying  its  sandbags  flat  and  sweer)ing  it 
with  fire. 

The  German  machine-gims  were  silent,  and  when  our  men 
followed  the  Tank,  shouting  and  cheering,  they  found  -  few 
German  gimners  standing  with  their  hands  up  as  a  sign  of 
surrender  to  the  monster  who  had  come  upon  them. 

"  We  couldn't  have  faced  the  chateau  without  the  help  of 
the  old  Tank,"  said  several  men.  "  It  didn't  care  a  damn  for 
machine-guns.     It  did  them  in  properly," 

Unfortunately  the  great  grasshopper  got  into  tro.ible  with 
some  part  of  its  mysterious  anatomy,  and  had  to  rest  before 
crawling  home  to  its  lair,  so  that  the  rest  of  the  fightiu"  in 
Thiepval  was  without  this  powerful  support,  and  our  infantry 
fiiced  many  other  machine-guns  alone. 


I  suppose  only  Qvillers  can  rank  with  Thiepval  for  long  and 
elose  fighting.     Our  men  had  to  tackle  nn  undergroimd  foe 
who  fired  at  them  out  of  holes  and  crevice :  while  thev  remained 
hidden. 

They  had  to  burrow  for  them,  dive  down  into  dark  entries 
fight  in  tunnels,  get  their  hands  about  the  throats  of  men  who 
suddenly  sprang  up  to  them  out  of  the  earth. 

"  I  m-nt  down  into  some  of  those  deep  dug-outs,"  said  one 
boy,  "  but  ran  back  again  every  time  I  saw  Germans  there 
Some  of  them  wanted  to  surrender,  but  how  did  I  know  if 
they  wouldn't  have  killed  me  ?  And  other  chaps  were  coming 
along  with  bombs.  As  likely  as  not  I  should  have  been  done 
m  by  our  own  lads.  It  was  very  diCicult  to  know  how  to 
liandle  'em,  and  up  above  we  were  being  raked  by  rifles  and 
machine-guns  something  frightful." 

Many  of  the  deep  dug-outs  were  blown  in  at  the  entrances 
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so  that  the  men  were  forced  to  come  up  the  other  side.  On 
men  smoked  th(  ri»  out,  and  dm,'  holes  for  them  to  teasi-  then 
out.  It  was  hke  rat-himtinj,',  l>iit  dan<,'eroiis  rats,  Hfe-sizt 
and  oftdi  desperate.  Tluy  siirrendereci  in  hundreds  whei 
our  nun  \V(  re  ail  mund  them  and  ri^dit  down  in  their  tunnels. 

I  eannot  t(  II  the  niunber  of  tlic  German  trarrison,  Nin( 
hundnd  and  nini  ty-ei^rht  unwounded  nieii  and  forty  woundec 
were  hroiiu'ht  down  sale  ly  as  prisoners,  hut  otliers  wtTe  kiilet 
on  the  way  Ijy  their  own  harraj^e,  and  many  f()U},'ht  until  the) 
died,  so  that  some  of  the  dujr-onts  are  lilled  with  dtad  and  man] 
lie  above  in  the  sin  ll-erat(  rs.  In  one  case  a  party  of  sixteer 
prisoners  behaved  Irtacherously. 

They  turned  on  the  escort  of  two  En^'Iish  soldiers  takinj 
tluni  down,  wounded  them,  and  tried  to  {,'0  back  to  (i«,'ht 
They  had  no  mercy  fn>m  ctther  Eni,'Iish  soldiirs  who  came  ur 
at  this  nionuiit.  All  thronf,'h  the  ni<^ht  and  early  this  morninr 
the  last  remnant  of  the  <;arrison  held  out  in  the  north-wesi 
corner  of  Thicp\al,  until  they  were  swept  into  the  net  by  ji 
separate  and  ^'allant  assault  of  South-country  troops. 

Later  in  the  mornini,'  the  enemy  attempti d  a  counter-attack 
aft«  r  a  tremenilous  barra<,'e,  which  I  watched  fallinj?  along  the 
ridjre  and  b(  low  in  Thiepval  Wood.  Very  lii,'hts  rose  througli 
all  this  smoke,  and  I  saw  our  nun  signalling  for  the  hel[)  oi 
our  guns. 

The  help  came  quickly,  and  a  new  storm  of  white  and  black 
smoke-clouds  rent  by  little  (lashes  of  (lame  burst  beyond  the 
village  on  to  the  German  positions  in  antl  beyond  the 
cemetery. 

It  was  queer  that  this  seemed  to  silence  the  enemy's  gims, 
for  after  this  Thie|)\al  was  quiet  for  a  time,  and  our  men  came 
poking  about  in  the  open  as  though  looking  for  souvenirs,  and 
dug  new  holes  down  into  the  tunnels. 

They  seemed  to  be  teasing  out  more  prisoners,  because  I 
saw  trails  of  smoke  rising  from  those  holes  in  the  earth,  and  one 
black  vohmie  gushed  out  of  a  cavern  mouth  made  through  the 
heap  of  red  rubbish  which  was  once  the  chateau. 
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I  have  no  space  or  time  to  der!  with  many  events  on  other 
[wrts  of  the  hne,  but  tv^rywhere  the  *n«my  is  harassed,  and 
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his  troops  do  not  seem  able  yet  to  rally  up  to  strong  counter- 
attacks. In  many  parts  of  the  line  patrols  fuul  it  dillicult  to 
locate  the  enemy,  ami  \o  Man's  Land  is  wideninfj  out.  His 
iinns  were  active  to-day  along  all  the  line,  .shellinfr  Comhlos 
now  and  then,  and  Morval  heavily,  but  even  his  «un-power 
M-ems  to  be  'veakenin<r  here  and  there,  and  it  is  likely  that  he 
IS  shifting  some  of  his  batteries. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  Tank  adventures  was  in  the 
direction  of  Geudecourt,  where  our  troops  were  hcKl  up  yester- 
day in  th.'  usual  way,  that  is  to  say,  by  the  raking  lire  of  maehinc- 
^'ims.  They  made  two  attacks,  but  could  not  get  beyond  that 
screen  of  bullets. 

Then  a  Tank  strolled  along,  rolled  over  the  trench,  with 
fire  flashing  from  its  flanks,  and  delivered  it  into  the  hands  of 
liie  infantry  with  nearly  400  prisoners,  who  waved  white  fla-r 
ibovc  the  i)araiH"t.  That  was  not  all.  The  Tank,  exhilarated 
l)y  this  success,  went  lolloping  along  the  wav  in  search  of  new 
.idventures.  It  went  quite  alone,  and  only  "stopped  for  minor 
repairs  when  it  was  surrounded  by  a  horde  of  German  soldiers. 
These  men  closed  upon  it,  wifh  great  pluck,  for  it  was  firincr 
:n  a  most  deadly  way,  and  tried  to  kill  it. 

They  flung  bombs  at  it,  clambered  on  to  its  back,  and  tried 
to  smash  it  with  the  butt-ends  of  rifles,  jabbed  it  with  bayonets, 
lired  revolvers  and  rifles  at  it,  and  made  a  wild  pandemonium' 
about  it. 

Then  our  infantry  arrived,  attracted  by  the  tumult  of  this 
scene,  and  drove  the  .nemy  back.  But  the  Tank  had  done 
deadly  work,  and  bcL.veen  200  and  300  killed  and  wounded 
(iermans  lay  about  its  ungainly  carcass.  For  a  little  while  it 
seemed  that  the  Tank  also  was  out  of  action,  but  after  a  little 
attention  and  a  good  deal  of  grinding  and  grunting,  it  heaved 
itself  up  and  waddled  away. 

These  things  sound  incredible.  .  .  .  They  arc  true.  And 
though  I  write  them  in  fantastic  style  because  that  is  really 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  nmst  not  be  forgotten  that  these 
Tanks  are  terrible  engines  of  war,  doing  most  grim  work,  and 
that  che  men  inside  are  taking  high  risks  with  astonishing 
courage,  ° 

They  arc  of  the  same  breed  as  those  flying  men  of  ours  who 
to-day  and  yesterday  flew  in  flocks  over  "and  beyond  Tliici)val 
'  ridiculously   low   down,"   as   one   of  our   ofticers    observed. 
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swooping  (lown  like  hawks  over  Gf  rman  hattcrit  s  so  that  the\ 
did  r)ot  dare  to  fire.  All  our  soldii  r>  arc  rij,'lifiiii»  with  a  spiril 
beyond  the  normal  laws  of  human  nature.  Thiy  arc  li«,'litint 
for  a  f|uick  finish-  if  that  may  he  had  by  couraj^e— to  thi> 
nwst  infamous  and  vile  war. 
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Septkmbkr  28 
The  wtnthcT  is  still  in  our  favour — and  soldiers  watch  the 
weather  like  sranien  in  frail  craft,  knowing  that  two  days  of 
heavy  rain,  or  less  than  that,  may  make  a  montli's  difference 
in  the  pr(i{,'ress  of  attack,  and  that  when  mist  gathers  over  the 
hills  airmen  cannot  see  to  report  to  the  pirns,  and  guns  cannot 
shoot  on  certain  targets,  and  enemy  troops  may  come  creeping 
up  to  a  counter-attack. 

One  of  his  battalions  was  spotted  by  our  airmen  to-day, 
and  our  artillery  found  the  range  ipiiekly  and  scattered  them. 
It  puts  them  into  the  same  villainous  plight  as  our  men  have  had 
to  endure  under  the  brow  of  the  Messines  and  Wyghtschaetc 
Kidges  and  other  high  ground  from  which  the  enemy  coidd  see 
the  slighest  movement  of  our  troops  and  would  snipe  even  a 
solitary  wagon  with  shell-fire. 

The  tables  are  turned  down  here  by  the  Somme  and  the 
Ancre.  The  German  soldiers  will  know  now  the  devilish 
torture  of  living  always  under  hostile  observation,  and  tinder 
great  guns.  They  are  already  begiiming  to  find  it  intolerable, 
not  "  sticking  "  it  as  our  men  "  stuck  "  it  in  the  salient,  when 
we  had  hardly  any  gtms  to  answer  back. 

A  further  gain  of  grovmd  was  made  yesterday  on  the  high 
ridge  where  Thiepval  stood  when  our  men  captured  a  strong 
line  of  trenches  known  as  the  Stuff  Redoubt,  and  again  to-day 
when  they  advanced  northwards  from  the  black  trees  of 
Thiepval  to  the  Schwaben  Redoubt,  which  is  on  the  edge  of 
the  plateau. 

This  attack  at  midday  to-day  was  similar  to  other  operations 
which  I  have  described  on  this  part  of  the  front  before.     A  large 
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rmrn}..  r  cf  hattcrics  concc  ntratccl  intense,  vir,I,rit  fire  upon  th 
|)os,t,„n  I..  yoiKl  th.  last  l.li-hfc.l  tr.cs  on  th<-  rid;,'.-  and  on  th 
<i|.h.  av.  ,1  hnes  of  soil,  of  whit.-  chalk  an.l  brown  earth,  whici 
inark.d  the  tnerny's  next  defensive  syst.  ni. 

Our  li.avy  sh.  lis  tor.-  np  tlw  frn.un.l.  opminjj  prent  chasm 
and  raisin-  hell  fins,  nntil  all  th<-  hh.c  ..f  the  sky  was  hiddci 
behind  h.avy  spnadmy  smoke.  Rushi.iK  up  in  round.  dens( 
in.-isM  s  whieh  nMn-l.<l  an.l  thiek.n.d  (he  .)verhanpin«  i)all. 

ilun  our  puns  l.n-fh.ncl  tluir  ranpe.  and  our  infantn 
trndp,,l  across  thr.niph  this  fop  an.l  nn.l.r  the  wild  ser.am  o 
sh  lis  (iunp  beyond  them,  and  f..upht  their  wav  down  into  th. 
en.iny  s  diteh.s.  Later,  afl.r  vipnals  ..f  .listr.'ss,  th.-  (Jermar 
punn.rs   barrap..!   th.-  line  of  fh.^  Schwab,  n   l{..loubt.   which 

s.    nnd  to  pnne  the  succcssfnl  advan. f  ot,r  n,.n,  an.l  ranpec 

th^ir  luavus  .,n   t..  Thitpval   its.  If  as   we  di.l   until  the  day 
Ix  lor.'  yest.  r.lay,  when  it  chanp.  .1  luin.ls. 

The  in.lustry  ,)f  the  men  who  liv.d  there  first— that  180th 
IJ.pnn.nt  which  has  h.  Id  Thi.'pval  for  tw.,  vears-is  now  of 
use-  t.,  our  own  sol.li.rs.  wh.)  can  find  ample  and  shell-pr.>of 
eov.r  in  th.)se  un.lerproun.l  rooms,  one  ..f  them,  at  l.ast, 
larpe  enouph  to  hold  three  ompanies  of  men. 

I  am  not  c.  rtain  at  this  hour  wh.th.  r  w.  hold  the  wh.)le  of 
the  Schwab,  n  ]^•doubt,  but  if  not  all,  the  rest  will  be  taken 
cpnckly,  an.l  tlu-  whoK-  of  the  hiph  plateau  will  be  ours  from 
Ih  epval  to  Ginchy  old  telepraph. 

Meanwhile  on  the  ripht  we  hold  a  firm  strai-ht  line,  down 
from  Geudecourt  to  Combles,  and  it  forms  a  solid  Hank. 


2 

September  30 

II.   is  here  beyond   Thiepval  that  the  slauphter  of  men   is 

pr.ut,  st  just  n.,w-the  scene  of  the  shambles  changes  (luickly 

h.se  days  -and  here  that  the  .nemv  is  saerifieinp  many  more 

lives  in  the  vain  hope  of  driving  our  men  back  from  the'under- 

pround  fortress  and  its  surrounding  redoubts. 

D.•^p..rale  German  counter-attacks  were  made  last  nirrht 
and^  this  morning  on  the  Schwaben  Red.,ubt.  just  north" of 
rhicpval,  and  on  the  Hessian  Redoubt,  farther  east,  where 
tlu:  Unuan  troops  hold  out  in  a  wedge  made  by  a  sunken 
mad  from  Grandcourt. 


.  \ 


1 


'jl£jHiga3::i8!aeA«8?v'r-'^       ...r^r.  .-^'!:^n2r^MK=i'xr^asa«ia^j':-f9.'jff 


NOHTIIWAHl)  FROM  TIIIf.l'VAL  311) 

I  ImM'  not  ()ft(n  Irani  bucli  u  nuiiacc  in  tin-  soiiml  of  jjun- 
l!r<'  as  uIkii  I  wtnt  to  an  arfill.ry  O.P.  in  tl  iiinction  fhi> 
uK.rniii;;.  Tin  ic  was  sornctliin;;  in  flu-  alniiis|ih(  n  as  well  as 
in  till-  intl•n^i(y  of  the  l)<)nil)ar(lin(  iit  which  inadr  tlir  sh«  II- 
hiirsfs  tli<  V  wt  ri'  (;<  nnan  *'  crmiips  "-  tliinidi  r  ont  in  a  (lur.r, 
imllow,  n  \(  rl)(  ratini;  wav. 

The  (IK  my  lia<l  concint  rated  ii  heavy  W(  i<;ht  of  inc  fal  on  to 
oiir  linis  Ik  re  (so  nrt  ntly  his  own),  and  I  wafched  tlusc  lii;,'h 
<xph)siv(s  vomiting'  np  from  the  Thirpval  |{idi,'c,  just  !»  low  the 
Schwahen  l{(donl.t.  with  ji  yrcat  hope  that  our  tn<  n  holdinj,' 
out  there  nii^'ht  havt-  found  i^oud  covir  in  old  Girnian  dug- 
outs. 

That  is  one  ad\antai,'e  paiiHcl  in  caijlurinf,'  tin  se  stroiifrholds. 
The  enemy's  industry  through  two  yrars  of  trmeh  warfare 
may  he  turn(<l  to  our  oun  >,'ood  and  safety.  In  Thiepval  itself 
many  of  the  <  lahorate  undirt,'r(>und  ehamliers  have  now  Ix-en 
found,  though  when  «)ur  men  lirst  won  the  place,  after  all  their 
huril  hand-to-hand  fi<,'hting  with  the  garrison,  they  could  not 
L,'(  t  to  cover  at  once. 

A  major  Ix  lon;:ini,'  to  one  of  the  l)attalions  who  came  up 
lirst  behind  the  assaulting,'  troops— New  Army  men  who  fought 
like  the  old  lUyulars,  though  many  of  them  were  quite  new 
lo  this  fortress  fi<,'hting— tells  me  tliat  the  entry  into  Thiepval 
WHS  the  most  devilish  experience  he  has  had,  though  he  has 
been  through  other  frightful  "shows." 

A  dug-out  next  to  a  hole  in  which  he  had  made  his  temporary 
headquarters  was  blown  up  with  sixteen  nun,  and  when  he 
moved  on  beyond  the  chateau  —a  hue  name  for  the  only  rubbish- 
heap  which  marked  the  site  of  a  town— he  found  the  iiead- 
'piarters  of  the  leading  battahon  "sitting  on  red  bricks"  in 
the  midst  of  dead  men. 

By  that  time  his  colonel  and  adjutant  had  been  badly  wounded, 
and  the  major  arrived  with  only  three  runners,  surprised  to 
see  the  CO.  of  the  other  battalion  standing  up  on  the  brick- 
heap  waving  his  stick  and  rallying  his  men. 

It  is  not  really  surprising.  I  met  that  officer  to-day,  and  I 
saw  the  ice-cold  fervour  of  the  man,  the  quiet  determination 
of  his  character,  utterly  scornful  of  any  kind  of  danger.  Men 
would  follow  such  a  man  into  furnace-fires — and  did. 

The  enemy  was  six  hours  before  he  began  to  get  his  barrage 
iixed  ^before  then  he  was  not  quite  sure  of  his  own  soldiers' 
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vvhcrcal"  uts)  and  it  was  colossal  when  it  came.  Many  of  qui 
nun  lay  .ibout  wounded.  It  was  difficult  to  get  them  into 
safety. 

The  medical  ofllcer  of  one  of  the  battalions  lost  his  strctcher- 
l)<arers  aiid  went  np  alone  to  do  what  he  could,  dodging  great 
shells,  bin(lin<»  up  the  wounds  of  men. 

For  a  time  a  Tank  pave  valuable  cover.  It  had  heaved 
itself  across  a  trench,  enfilading  it  each  side  with  deadly  fire. 
Underneath  its  body  there  was  good  shelter,  and  the  M.O. 
V  .)rk('d  li(  re  for  a  while  with  a  heap  of  wounded. 

The  fi;,rlitin<;  on  the  north-east  of  Thiepval  is  in  a  land  of 
slull-eraters.  Most  of  the  trenches  are  just  linked  shell- 
eraters,  into  wliieh  men  burrow  as  soon  as  they  have  rushed 
the  ground,  getting  a  little  cover  in  their  depths  from  the 
barrage  which  searches  them  out. 

The  Hessian  Trench  has  changed  hands  several  times  within 
the  last  forty -eight  hours,  after  savage  bomb-fights  and  bayonet 
work.  Forty  Gernuir.s  have  been  brought  in  from  one  bit  of 
gn)und,  but  it  is  not  country  in  which  prisoners  are  gathered 
in  great  numbers.  It  is  difRcuIt  to  know  one's  own  where- 
abouts. 

Tin  re  are  single  combats  over  the  rim  of  a  shell-hole.  Men 
knock  up  against  each  other  in  the  dark,  and  peer  into  each 
other's  faces  to  know  it  if  is  friend  or  foe.  If  friend,  they  drop 
into  a  shell-hole  together  ;  if  foe,  fight  till  one  is  dead. 


Queer  things  happen  in  shell-crater  land,  as  when  a  Canadian 
ollicer  brought  up  the  nun  ration  for  his  men,  and  foimd 
himself  in  a  ditch  with  a  number  of  German  wounded.  They 
wire  Ising  in  a  row,  in  a  tragic  state. 

What  Was  the  officer  to  do  ?  lie  was  puzzled,  but  decided  to 
give  the  rum  to  these  poor  suffering  devils,  who  were  grateful 
for  it. 

In  the  Hessian  Trench,  or  in  a  twist  of  the  crater-land  about 
it,  two  Ger.  an  officers  and  twenty-two  men  came  do\vn  across 
the  holes.  They  were  met  by  a  private  soldier,  who  was 
surpris((|  to  sec  them.  He  emptied  his  revolver  at  them, 
shooting  one  of  them. 

Then  he  picked  up  a  German  rifle  and  fired  that  and  killed 
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another.  A  second  time  he  stooped  and  grasped  a  German 
rifle  at  his  feet,  and  killed  a  third  man.  The  others  ran.  Our 
man  ran  after  them. 

It  was  a  chase  along  a  dirty  ditch  which  hail  once  been  a 
trench,  and  the  hunter  was  a  dead  shot,  with  abandoned  ritles, 
all  along  the  way.  At  the  end  of  the  hunt  there  was  only 
one  German  unwounded,  and  he  was  brought  back  as  a 
prisoner. 

It  sounds  like  a  lie — prepostcrotis  in  the  numbers  given. 
But  the  German  prisoner  tells  the  same  talc,  and  other  men 
watched  the  hunt  at  different  stages — this  fearful  man-hunt 
down  a  bloody  ditch. 


Things  happen  like  that  in  this  present  fightintr.  Worse 
than  that  in  human  anguish,  and  better  than  that  in  courage. 
Out  in  cratt  r-laud  were  found  three  Australians  in  a  hole. 

One  of  them  was  unwounded,  the  other  two  rotting  with 
wounds.  They  had  been  there  for  nine  days.  The  unwounded 
man  had  stave  d  with  his  "  pals  "  all  that  time,  day  after  day, 
night  after  ni<:ht,  hoping  for  rescue.  This  part  of  crater-land 
was  swept  with  machine-gun  fire — ours  or  the  enemy's,  how 
could  these  men  tell,  who  had  lost  all  sense  of  rlirection  ? — 
but  at  night  the  unwounded  Australian  crawled  out  of 
his  hole  and  rummaged  among  dead  bcnlies  for  rations  and 
water-bottles,  which  he  took  back  to  his  friends  and  shared 
witli  them. 

It  is  only  one  incident  of  the  kind.  In  crater-land  there  are 
many  like  it.  though  not  so  long-drawn.  But  it  is  the  enemy 
who  suffers  most  out  there. 

Many  times  men  left  to  hold  a  line  against  us  do  not  get 
their  reliefs,  for  the  reliefs  cannot  get  up  through  our  curtain- 
fire  or  will  not  come. 

So  the  others,  starving  and  wounded,  crawl  back,  leaving  a 
trail  of  dead  on  the  way,  and  for  a  time,  here  and  there,  the 
enemy  has  disappeared  before  us,  so  that  when  our  patrols 
push  out  they  can  find  no  living  man. 

Then,  after  a  while,  the  reliefs  come  up,  dodging  our  shell-fire, 
leaving  another  trail  of  dead  and  wounded,  and  then  dropping 
into  shell-holes  inhabited  by  corpses. 

It  is  the  way  of  the  war,  about  which  the  orators  have  much 
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to  say,  not  knowin^r  q„itc  the  mcuning  of  it.     Herr  Bcthmai 
llollwcg  ha^  iiot  seen  his  men  in  crater-land. 


October  4 
A  little  romance  clings  to  old  buildings,  even  the  remnant 
a  wall  or  two,  so  that  a  place  hke  Eaucourt-rAbhavc— t 
wiin  of  a  Fnneh  monastery-seems  of  greater  importance  thi 
a  heap  ol  earth  and  a  network  of  ditches  like  the  Schv>aben 
Hessian  Hcdoul.ts.  It  is  of  no  more  importance  (I  suppo 
ess,  except  as  another  stepping-stone  on  the  wav  to  Bapaum 
but  It  IS  the  scene  of  fighting  which  has  a  special  intere 
because  of  those  old  bricks  built  up  centuries  ago  by  Fren( 
monks  to  enclose  a  place  of  prayer  and  peaceful  work. 

On  Monday  last,  when  the  fighting  began,  two  monste 
came  crawling  up  to  the  ditches  which  had  been  dug  bv  tl 
fighting  men  outside  the  monaster}-  walls.  They  breathe 
out  «nioke  and  fire.  Their  sides  opened  with  stabs  of  flam 
and  they  killed  the  men  in  the  ditches  by  rolling  on  them  an 
crushing  them,  and  hurling  invisible  bolts  at  them. 

The  ghosts  of  the  monks,  if  any  were  there,  would  have  see 
that  modern  warfare  has  brought  back  the  medieval  dra-or 
myth,  and  made  it  real,  and  more  terrible  than  superstitioi 
Ihey  were  the  Tanks  which  came. 

One  could  write  all  this  fantastically  and  m.-tkc  a  queer  tal 
ot  It.  Ihe  truth  IS  fantastic,  but  one  must  write  it  sobcrlv 
because  they  were  British  boys  who  have  given  their  lives  o 
a  httle  of  their  blood  to  get  these  bits  of  wall  called  Eaucourt 
1  Abbaye,  with  its  vaults  and  cellars.  To  them  it  was  not  lik 
an  old  fiiiry-tale,  but  was  just  one  of  those  grim  bits  of  fighting 
damnably  dangerous  and  ugly  and  cheerless,  which  belon; 
to  the  battles  ol  the  Sommc. 

The  first  pail  I  have  already  told,  two  days  ago,  how  ou 
men,  in  their  attack  on  the  double  line  of  trenches  outside  th, 
monaster>%  vyere  eheeked  by  barbed  wire  and  machine-guns 
and  two  lanks  came  to  the  rescue.  One  of  them,  after  doinc 
useful  work,  came  to  a  stop,  and  the  skipper  came  out  and 
atti  r  doing  most  gallant  service,  was  woiiiuled 

Three  of  the  crew  j>ut  him  into  a  shcll-cratc  r  and  would  nol 
lea\  e  hmi.     A  day  later  he  was  wounded  again  by  a  bomb,  which 
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—amazing  as  it  seems— did  not  burst,  but  injured  him  badly 
in  the  nbs,  so  that  he  had  to  endure  great  suffering  out  there  in 
the  crater. 

Our  infantry  passed  over  the  trenches  and  through  the 
monastery  ruins  and  dug  a  new  ditch  on  the  north  side  for 
defence  and  cover.  Heavy  rain  came  and  drenched  them  and 
swamped  the  ditch.     They  were  cold  and  wet  and  hungry. 

For  a  time  it  was  impossible  to  get  food  up  to  them.  The 
ground  behind  was  a  quagmire  for  miles.  The  carriers  became 
bogged.  That  little  body  of  men  to  the  north  of  the  abbey 
were  dangerously  isolated,  and  might  have  starved  but  for  the 
help  of  troops  on  their  right,  who  discovered  their  needs  and 
sent  food. 

That  was  on  Monday  night.  To  the  best  of  theii  belief  the 
enemy  was  in  force  all  round  them.  They  could  see  flares  going 
up  at  Warleneourt,  and  from  a  primeval  burial-ground,  about 
forty  feet  high,  called  the  Butte  de  VVarlencourt,  just  north  of 
them,  and  they  could  hear  the  snap  of  rifle-bullets  from  close 
shell-craters  and  the  rat-tat-tat  of  a  machine-gun  from  a 
mill-house  300  yards  away,  north-west. 

From  what  our  men  learnt  yesterday  there  was  an  hour  or 
two  at  lea-t  when  they  had  only  a  few  Germans  in  the  close 
neighbourhood  of  the  abbey. 

The  enemy's  troops  were  expecting  their  relief.  When  they 
found  that  the  reliefs  did  not  come  up  they  curs(>d  the  war 
and  the  weather— they  were  as  wet  and  hungr>'  as  our  men— 
and  decided  to  go  back  without  further  waiting.  Only  a  few 
snipers  and  machine-gunners  stayed. 

Such  things  have  happened  before  in  the  enemy's  lines  as 
I  have  ah-eady  described.  It  was  given  away  this  time  by  a 
body  of  twenty  men  with  an  oflieer  and  non-commissioned 
officer,  who  came  down  past  the  mill-house  and  took  cover 
under  a  bank  close  to  the  abbey  buildings. 

They  were  seen  by  our  men,  who  crept  out  towards  them 
with  a  machine-gun,  and  then  shouted  "  Hands  up  !  "  Twenty 
men  held  up  their  hands.  The  officer  and  the  "  unter-offizier  " 
did  not  surrender,  but  run  hard  back  and  made  their  escape, 
unless  two  of  our  bullets  reached  them. 

The  twenty  men  told  their  tale.  They  belonged  tq  the 
battalion  which  had  been  sent  up  to  relieve  the  troops  holding 
the  outskirts  of  the  abbey.     They  had  found  no  one  to  receive 
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them  or  to  explain  the  lie  of  the  land.  They  had  not  th 
slightest  notion  of  the  amount  of  ground  held  by  the  Englis] 
here. 

Other  bodies  of  the  relieving  troops  were  just  as  ignorant 
Some  of  them  blundered  against  trenches  held  by  our  mei 
on  the  right  of  the  abbey,  and  were  dealt  with  by  them. 

Meanwhile  a  telephone  message  had  been  sent  to  our  artillery 
which  fltmg  out  a  barrage  and  caught  more  of  the  relief  cominj 
down  from  Warlcncourt. 

In  spite  of  their  horrible  mess,  the  men  who  got  through  th< 
barrage  were  bold  fellows  and  attacked  the  abbey  and  th< 
trenches  south  of  it.  They  had  a  new  supply  of  bombs  anc 
used  them  freely.  Our  men  were  sadly  at  a  disadvantage 
Bombs  were  very  scarce. 

A  dump  had  exploded  by  accident,  sending  their  store  tc 
blazes.  They  had  to  fight  with  what  they  carried  on  theii 
bodies,  and  it  was  not  enough.  For  a  time  they  had  to  submit 
to  the  fortune  of  war,  and  while  still  holding  the  north  side  ol 
the  abbey  and  ground  to  the  east  and  south-east,  could  not 
keej)  the  enemy  from  bombing  his  way  into  a  part  of  the  ruins 
and  into  the  southern  ditch  which  had  been  captured  with  the 
help  of  the  Tanks. 

So  the  situation  remained  last  evening  and  night.  New 
and  hea\-y  rain-storms  increased  the  ugly  discomforts  of  our 
men. 

They  were  clinging  on  to  water-logged  holes.  They  were 
wet  to  the  skin,  covered  in  slimy  mud,  and  cold  and  weary. 
The  woimded  among  them  were  in  a  tragic  plight. 

The  dead  seemed  to  have  all  the  luck.  .  .  .  But  the  fighting 
spirit  did  not  desert  them.  New  bombs  arrived,  and  that 
heartened  them.  Some  of  their  comrades  came  fighting  up 
from  the  south. 

fc-  Early  in  the  morning  there  were  roars  of  explosion  as  the 
bombs  crashed  into  the  south  ditch  and  then  burst  among  the 
abbey  ruins.  It  was  then  that  there  was  hot  fighting  under- 
ground as  well  as  above-ground.  Our  men  "cleaned  up" 
Eaucourt-l'Abbaye. 

It  is  a  technical  phrase  which  has  a  very  grim  meaning. 
There  are  no  Germans  there  now  in  the  abbey  vaults,  except 
the  bodies  of  their  dead. 

In  those  great  arched  cellars,  where  old  spiders  have  spun 
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their  webs,  and  where  old  monks  once  came  bUnking  down 
with  horn  lanterns  to  fetch  the  abbot's  wine,  or  to  count  their 
stores,  EngUsh  soldiers,  covered  with  mud,  but  drier  now, 
sit  rubbing  up  their  rifles  and  binding  up  their  wounded  and 
talking  of  the  fight  that  is  over. 
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OcTOBF.n  7 
Otit  troops  have  taken  advantajje  of  fine  weather  after  heavy 
rains  to  make  a  new  attack  this  afternoon  npon  a  German 
front  of  12,000  yards,  and  have  captured  a  number  of  important 
positions,  irichidiuH  the  fortified  village  of  Le  Sars,  to  the 
north-west  of  Eaueourt-rAbhaye.  For  several  days  past  the 
pressure  of  our  attack  had  to  be  slackened  on  account  of  the 
bad  state  of  the  proimd  and  the  rain-storms,  which  prevented 
artillery  and  aerial  observation. 

It  was  bad  luck  upon  our  men,  as  it  increased  the  diflicidties 
for  petting  up  the  supplies  essential  to  the  success  of  a  new- 
move  forward,  and  made  the  battlefields  one  vast  bog,  in  which 
guns  and  men  and  wagons  and  mules  were  clogged  with  slime 
and  mud. 

Yesttrday  the  sky  cleared,  and  the  men  who  had  taken 
Eaucourt-rAbbaye  by  such  a  gallant  struggle  pushed  oiit  and 
seized  the  mill-house  to  the  west  of  those  ruins  from  which  the 
enemy  had  been  maintaining  heavy  machine-gtm  fire. 

It  is  to  those  who  know  what  mud  and  rain  mean  to  an  army 
in  the  field  an  astonishing  and  audacious  thing  to  attack  in 
such  numbers  to-day,  abruptly  and  without  waiting  for  more 
favourable  conditions  of  ground. 

At  this  hour,  when  heavy  fighting  continues  along  the  whole 
line  from  Le  Sars  eastwards  towards  Le  Transloy,  it  is  impossible 
to  write  more  than  a  few  details  of  the  progress  that  has  been 
made  alreaily. 

The  taking  of  Le  Sars  itself  is  the  gain  of  another  fortress 
defending  the  way  to  Bapaume,  the  main  road  to  that  town 
running  through  the  village,  which  was  in  a  natural  position 
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of  defence  protected  by  a  deep  ctittinjj  on  the  rij,'ht,  by  a  double 
line  of  trenches  to  the  south,  and  by  maehine-jjun  emplacements 
with  a  wide  held  of  fire. 

It  was  from  that  position  that  our  troops  were  heavily 
enfiladed  in  their  first  assaults  upon  the  abbey  niins,  and  the 
enemy  had  determined  to  defend  it  desperately,  as  it  holds  a 
position  of  ijreat  stratcf^ic  importance  to  our  futtire  drive 
against  them. 

Well,  they  have  lost  it.  Before  the  red  dusk  this  evening 
our  airmen,  who  were  hovering  over  the  place  high  above  the 
shell-fire,  signalled  back  that  our  infantry  were  will  into  the 
town  and  sending  back  batches  of  prisoners. 

It  was  a  rapid  assatdt.  Within  an  hour  our  men  had  fought 
their  way  across  the  tangle  of  trenches  and  shill-craters  just 
below  the  village,  and  had  gained  their  chief  objectives,  which 
included  the  deep  cutting  striking  into  the  village  from  the 
right. 

The  only  way  of  escape  for  the  Germans  was  westwards 
through  a  belt  of  scarred  and  blackened  tree-stumps.  I  do 
not  know  yet  whether  they  had  been  dislodged  from  that 
primeval  burial-|)lace  called  the  Butte  de  Warleiicourt,  which 
rises  about  fifty  feet  to  the  north  of  Lc  Sars  on  the  right  of  the 
Bapaume  Bond. 

The  ground  beyond  has  the  village  of  La  Barque  on  the  right 
of  the  road  aufl  four  sunken  cross-roads  called  the  Cut-Throat 
on  the  west  of  a  deep  ravine,  just  above  the  village  of  Warlen- 
court-Eaucourt.  It  is  here  that  the  enemy  will  be  imder  our 
barrage  and  the  enemy's  troops  must  rally  there  if  they  can 
for  any  counter-attack. 

East  of  Le  Sars  and  north  of  Flers  and  Lesbceufs  British 
battalions  have  made  solid  progress,  driving  back  the  enemy 
out  of  trenches  hurriedly  scraped  up  during  recent  weeks, 
but  not  so  richly  provided  with  dug-outs  as  his  earlier  lines, 
so  that  when  our  gxins  concentrated  their  fire  on  them  the  only 
escape  from  great  slaughter  was  to  hold  them  thinly  with  the 
main  reliance  on  machine-guns  for  defence. 

Our  right  wing  has  advanced  about  a  kilometre  from  Lesboeufs 
towards  Le  Transloy,  where  it  has  linked  up  with  the  French 
battalions  pressing  forward  to  Sailly-Saillisel,  with  their  usual 
dasliing  spirit  of  attack. 

It  seems  that  the  day  has  been  in  our  favour  all  along  the 
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line  of  tliis  swct  pinjr  niov(  tntnt.     We  shall  know  more  and  niav 
ttll  more  in  a  lew  hours. 

2 

October  8 
The  men  wiio  took  Lc  Surs  arc  still  holdin«  it,  and  only  the 
short  faets  of  their  ease  come  haek  from  the  in  through  the  mist 
and  across  the  water-pools.  Last  nipht  and  this  morning  it 
has  l)een  raining  again,  in  a  driz/hng  way,  and  all  the  shell- 
craters  are  |H>nds. 

It  would  Ih'  |»ossible  to  swim  in  some  of  them,  those  scooped 
out  hy  the  biggest  shells  and  hnked  up  with  otli.  rs.  It  is 
not  easy  to  ^'  t  runners  back  across  country  like  that,  and 
the  Germans  iuid  it  harder  and  are  drowned  in  many  of 
those  pits,  because  of  our  urtiliery-fire  pouring  "  stuff  "  over 
them. 

Vet,  curiously,  it  is  from  the  Germans  that  one  learns  most 
of  the  frightful  drama  which  vent  on  yesterday  afternoon  in 
Le  Sars  village.  Tluy  are  prisoners,  300  of  them,  with  five 
oillcc  rs  who  were  s(  nt  back  to  safety,  while  our  men  staved  on 
and  fought  on. 

Those  from  the  ^•illage— it's  just  the  name  that  stands- 
belong  to  the  321st  and  322nd  "  Ersatz,"'  or  Reserve  Kegiment. 
They  had  been  reinforced,  strengthening  the  garrison  and 
ixpeetmg  an  attack,  by  some  uncanny  means,  at  the  exact 
minute. 

They  were  stout  fellows — our  officers  pav  them  this  tribute 
—and  they  had  been  ordered  to  fight  to  the  last  min  rather 
than  sum  nder  this  fortress,  which  is  one  of  the  gates  barring 
the  long  road  to  IJai)aume. 

They  trained  their  machine-guns  and  trench-mortars  on  our 
front  trenches,  kept  their  rifles  drj-  by  wrajiping  them  in  rags, 
and  sent  out  volunteers  and  victims  to  lie  in  the  shell-pTts 
waist-high  in  water  to  snijjc  our  men  as  they  came  over. 

They  knew  that  they  had  a  poor  chance  reiillv  to  keep  Le  Sars, 
:ind  their  best  hope  of  life  or  death  was  to  put  up  a  hard  fight! 
Our  guns  had  already  smashed  the  houses  and  ijarns  to  rubblsh- 
heai)s  like  those  of  Martinpuich  and  Courcelette— even  a  little 
more,  judging  from  what  our  airmen  saw— and  our  nine-point- 
twos,  light-ineh,  and  other  monster  guns  were  uiakiu"  a  worse 
hell  of  the  |)lacc.  ° 
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The  mi  n  of  the  Gtrman  321st  and  322nd  Repiment  of  Rcsenes 
lay  low  in  their  dii^-oiits  and  tucked  their  heads  down  in  new 
trenches,  finely  built  in  a  hurry. 

What  happtned  first  was  that  our  barrnge  lifted  and  long 
waves  of  brown  soldiers  sprang  over  their  parapets  facing 
up  from  ground  close  south  of  I^  Sars  and  on  the  C.rman 
left  from  the  edge  of  Eaucourt-l'Abbayc  and  the  mill-house 
beyond. 

Their  first  goal  on  our  right  was  one  of  those  beastly  qtiadri- 
lateral  redoubts  called  the  Tangle  (there  is  another  behind 
our  new  fine  at  Eaucourt),  and  after  that  the  road  from 
Martinpuieh,  north-eastwards,  and  then  forward  to  the  Butte 
dc  Warlenrourt— that  old  high  tumulus  in  which  the  bones 
of  some  prehistoric  man  lay  until  we  flung  them  up  to  the 
surface  of  our  modern  civilization. 
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The  Tangle  was  the  first  check  and  a  bad  one.  Machine- 
guns  swept  th<-  field  with  bullets  so  that  men  lay  on  their  faces 
m  the  mud,  n(»t  bothering,  you  may  giiess,  about  appearances. 
They  were  just  scarecrows  and  mud-larks,  wallowing  in  slime 
but  findmg  an  inch  or  two  of  luck  in  it.  Another  muddy 
thmg  came  on  the  way  to  the  Tangle,  more  like  a  primeval 
river-hog  than  m  the  eariy  days  of  its  debut,  because  of  the 
mountains  of  slush  chtirned  up  by  its  flanks. 

The  Tank  turned  its  snout  towards  the  Tangle  and  stnurgled 
over  the  choppy  ground— wave  upon  wave  of  craters  with"high 
rims,  until  it  reached  a  bit  of  the  deep  cutting  which  makes  a 
hole  in  the  side  of  Le  Sars, 

This  sunken  road,  or  old  quarry  track,  was  filled  with  German 
soldiers  ahve  and  dead.  The  living  ones  flung  bombs  at  the 
Tank,  fired  nflc-volleys  and  tried  to  stab  it  from  beneath 
as  It  straddled  across  the  ditch  and  staved  across  it  firing 
venomously  from  each  flank.  After  that,  something  having 
happened  to  its  internal  organs,  it  committed  "  hari-kari  " 
But  It  seems  to  have  been  useful  before  going  up  in  a  blaze 
of  glory. 

The  German  prisoners  who  faced  our  men  in  the  outskirts 
of  Le  Sars  aud  then  farther  back  in  the  sunken  road,  and  in 
the  hiding-places  below-ground,  say  there  was  grim  and  bitter 
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fiKhtinff  thcrt',  and  pay  a  soldier's  tribute  to  the  men  wh 
eaptnrtd  thrni.  "They  foiipht  us  firmly,  and  beat  xis.  VV 
could  not  stand  up  against  th« m."  Our  nun  saw  red,  even  ii 
the  mist,  and  in  the  hafid-to-hund  fighting  they  hud  the  German 
by  the  throat. 
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THE  GERMAN  VERDICT  OF  THE 
SO>DIE  BATTLES 
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October  3 
There  has  come  into  our  hands,  by  the  fortune  of  war,  a 
long  and  critieal  r({)ort  by  General  Sixt  von  Armin,  commanding 
the  fourth  Gt  riTian  Corps  against  the  British  front  in  the  battles 
of  the  Somnu-  (hiring  July. 

It  is  an  im|)ortant  historical  docimient.  The  German 
General  has  written  it  as  a  great  soldier  writes  on  l.!.  own  subject, 
without  passion  or  prejudice,  in  a  cold  scientific  spirit,  analysing 
the  qualities  of  his  enemy  as  well  as  the  enemy's  weaknesses, 
and  exposing  the  errors  and  failures  of  his  own  organization,* 
leadership,  and  troops  with  the  same  impartial  candour. 

It  is  well  done,  minutely  technical,  full  of  military  knowledge 
and  c  mmon  sense.  But  in  setting  all  these  things  down,  in 
this  analysis  of  German  organization,  tactics,  material,  and 
"  moral,"  during  the  first  month  of  our  great  offensive.  General 
von  Armin  has  confessed  to  the  utter  failure  of  his  war-machine. 
In  almost  every  paragraph,  dealing  with  every  department 
of  his  corps  in  fighting  organization,  there  is  this  confession  of 
breakdown  and  an  acknowledgment  of  British  superiority. 

No  General  of  ours  writing  of  our  own  troops,  or  of  our  owii 
artillery,  or  air  service,  could  claim  greater  supremacy  than  is 
granted  to  us  by  this  German  army  corps  commander  in  his 
comparison  between  our  power  and  his  own.  To  our  soldiers 
this  document  is  worth  a  thousand  times  its  weight  in  gold  as 
a  moral  tonic,  for  everything  they  hoped  had  been  attained  in 
these  battles  of  the  Som-me— the  ever-increasing  strain  upon 
German  organization,  the  effect  of  our  artillery-fire,  the  mastery 
of  our  flying  corps,  the  demoralization  of  the  enemy's  command 
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is  lure  admitted  as  tin-  l)itt<T  fniit  of  tx|K;ritucc.     It  is  th 
fruit  of  onf  mouth's  cxpcrifiicc. 

Since  thill  there  have  bttn  more  mouths,  ami  not  all  th 
lessons  s<t  down  in  this  document  have  Ixeu  of  help  to  th 
enemy,  hut  the  cup  of  bitterness  has  been  liiled  and  refilled. 


8 

The  rriMtrt  b<cius  ^vith  a  tribute  to  our  Hritish  infantrj 
which,  says  General  von  Armin,  "  has  undoubtedly  learnt  muc 
since  tlu  autumn  offensive  "  (of  1915). 

**  It  shows  j,'reat  dash  in  attack,  a  factor  to  which  immens 
con(iderici'  in  its  overwhelming  artilUrj'  ^,'reatly  contributes 
The  Enjjlishnmn  also  has  his  physiijue  ami  training  in  hi 
favour. 

"  The  Knylish  infantry  showed  great  tenacity  in  defenc( 
This  was  (s|K'cially  noticeable  in  the  case  of  small  partic! 
which  when  once  established  with  machine-guns  in  the  cornc 
of  a  wood  or  grouf)  of  houses  were  very  diHicult  to  drive  out." 

Again  and  again  General  von  Armin  reveals  the  new  an( 
overwhelming  power  of  our  artillerj'. 

"  Particularly  noticeable  was  the  high  |xrcentage  of  mediun 
and  luavy  guns  with  the  artillery,  which,  apart  from  this,  wa 
numerically  far  superior  to  ours.  The  ammunition  has  appa 
rently  inij)roved  considerably. 

"  All  our  tactically  important  positions  were  methodicalh 
boml)arded  by  the  English  artillerj',  as  well  as  all  know! 
infantry  and  battery  jX)sitions. 

"  Extremely  heavy  lire  was  continuously  directed  on  th( 
villages  situated  immediately  behind  the  firing-line  as  well  a: 
on  all  natural  cover  afforded  by  the  ground.  Registration  am 
fire  control  wtre  assisted  by  well-organized  aerial  observation 
At  night  the  villages  also  were  frequently  bombed  by  aero 
Jjlanes." 

The  terrifying  destructive  power  of  our  artiller>'  is  revealed 
not  only  by  these  definite  statements,  but  in  advice  undei 
separate  headings.  Thus,  in  the  instructions  to  olficers  selectinjj 
infantry  positions  : 

"  Narrow  trenches  with  steep  sides  again  proved  very 
disad",  antageoiis,  and  caused  considerably  ruore  casualties 
(men  being  buried)  then  sliallowcr  trenches  with  a  wide  top. 
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...  A  covrr-tn  tirh  .onghly  pnrnll.  I  with  thr  front  firt-tnnch 
is  not  sound.  .Siuh  trenches  nrc  (lrstn>yrd  hy  the  «  nenjv's 
fire  ftt  the  sume  time  and  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  tlu-  actual 
fire-trenches." 

Heavy  casualties  were  also  experienc(<I  durinj,'  July  by  the 
Gen.i  in  artilhry,  as  thi-  followini,'  note  shows  : 

"The  Kn},'lish  custom  of  slulliii},'  villa«,'(  s  !i<a\  ilv  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  principle  that  batt.ries  should  tu  \<  r  he  site<l 
in  the  \  illa«(  s  themselves.  .  .  .  The  employment  of  steep 
slopes  for  hatterj'  |M)sition.s  must  also  be  discarded  for  similar 
reasons." 

A  melancholy  picture  is  drawn  of  the  German  battle  head- 
quarters, also  brought  imder  fire  by  our  far-reaehiris  artiliery, 
and  in  such  a  zone  of  fire  that  G(  rman  Staff  oflicers  jjet  kilKtl 
on  their  w.iy  uj)  or  cannot  find  their  whenabouts.  or  having 
found  the  building  scuttle  down  into  overcrowded  hiding- 
places,  panie-strieken  by  our  bombardments.  Owinjj  to 
choosing  utiMiitable  sites  for  battle  hcadcpiarters  there  were 
"  frequent  interruptions  in  personal  and  telephone  traffic  by 
artiller>'-fire,  and  overcrowding  in  the  few  available  cellars  in 
the  villages." 

That  rush  for  cellars  already  thronged  must  hurt  the  pride 
and  dignity  of  the  German  Staff.  They  are  recommended  to 
have  many  sign-boards  put  up  to  direct  them  to  battle  head- 
quarters, and  to  avoid  "  lengthy  searches  which  caused  many 
casualties." 

3 

The  enemy's  own  artillcr>'  was  much  hampered  during  the 
•Tuly  battles  by  the  steady  intensity  of  our  fire. 

"  It  was  found  very  difficult,"  says  General  von  Armin,  "  to 
form  a  continuous  barrage,  without  gaps,  in  front  of  our  own 
lines,  owing  to  the  occasional  uncertainty  as  to  the  position 
of  our  front  line,  which  was  continually  changing  during  the 
fighting,  the  frequent  changing  of  batteries,  the  regrouping 
of  the  artilK  rj',  which  was  often  necessarj',  the  bad  conditions 
for  observation,  the  permanent  interruption  of  the  telephone 
communications,  and  the  practically  continuous  heavy  fire 
which  was  maintained  behind  our  front  line" 

The   General   describes   in   detail   the  enormous   difficulties 
experienced   by  his  officers   in   bringing  up  reserves   quickly 
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for  counter-attacks,  owing  to  the  scv,  ncy  of  our  barrage,  th( 
breakdown  of  telephonic  communications,  the  killing  of  th( 
runners,  and  the  time  taken  for  transmission  of  orders  from 
the  front  line. 

The  troo|)s  have  to  "  advance  slowly  across  country,  with 
which  they  are  generally  unacquainted,  and  under  heavj 
fire." 

He  confesses  to  the  utter  failure  of  the  counter-attacks  made 
against  us  during  July,  without  method  and  without  weight. 
His  words  are  : 

"  If  counter-attacks,  which,  on  account  of  the  situation, 
ought  to  be  methodically  {)repared,  arc  hurried,  they  cost  much 
blood,  and  cause  the  troops  to  lose  their  trust  in  their  leaders 
if  they  fail,  which  nearly  always  happens  in  such  a  case. 


With  regard  to  the  air  service.  General  von  Armin  acknow- 
ledges in  strong  language  the  supremacy  of  the  British  and  the 
failure  of  their  own  : 

"  The  means  for  providing  the  artillery  with  aerial  observa- 
tion has  proved  to  be  insufficient.  .  .  .  The  inimerical  supe- 
riority of  the  enemy's  airmen  and  the  fact  that  their  machines 
were  better  were  made  disagreeably  apparent  to  us,  particularly 
in  their  direction  of  the  enemy's  artillery-fire  and  in  bomb- 
dropping." 

"  The  mmiber  of  our  battle-planes  was  also  too  small.  The 
enemy's  airmen  were  often  able  to  fire  successfully  on  our  troops 
with  machine-guns  by  descending  to  a  height  of  a  few  hundred 
metres. 

"  The  German  anti-aircraft  gun  sections  could  not  continue 
firing  at  this  height  without  exposing  their  own  troops  to 
serious  danger  from  fragments  of  shell.  .  .  . 

"  A  further  lesson  to  be  learnt  from  this  suprisingly  bold 
procedure  on  the  part  of  the  English  airmen  is  that  the  infantry 
make  too  little  use  of  their  rifles  as  a  means  of  driving  off 
aircralt. 


The  army  corps  commander  responsible  for  the  organization 
and  direction  of  the  troops  who  fought  against  us  in  July  finds 
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failure  and  shortage  in  almost  every  department  of  war  material 
at  his  disposal. 

The  supply  of  artillery  ammunition  of  all  kinds  during  the 
first  days  of  the  battle  did  not  equal  the  expenditure.  Reserve 
supplies  were  only  available  in  very  small  quantities. 

There  were  "  repeated  requests  from  all  arms  for  an  increased 
supply  of  entrenching  tools." 

"  The  original  supply  of  maps  was  insufficient,  not  only  as 
regards  quantity,  but  also  as  regards  detail." 

The  supply  of  horses  and  vehicles  to  the  troops  "  has  reached 
the  utmost  limits,  owing,  on  the  one  hand,  to  the  permanent 
reduction  m  the  establishment  of  horses,  and.  on  the  other  hand 
to  the  perniaiKnt  increase  in  fighting  material  and  articles  of 
equipment. 

"  The  existing  telephone  system  i)roved  totally  inadequate 

m  consequence  of  the  development  which  the  fighting  took." 
The  existing  organization  in  the  light  signaUing  service 

does  not  meet  requirements." 

The  supply  of  hg'     pistols  for  signalling  "  is  too  small." 
The   establishmei  .   of  motor-cycles  proved   insufficient  for 

the  heavy  fighting.     This  defici.  ncy  was  "  painfully  evident." 
Ihe  great   weight"  of  the  German   machine-guns   "has 

again  proved  to  be  a  serious  disadvantage  under  these  con- 

ditions. 

"Complaints  have  been  received  that  the  ammunition- 
boxc's  and  water-jackets  of  the  machine-guns  are  too  heaw  " 

It  IS  unn  ersally  suggested  that  the  supply  of  hand-grenades 
should  be  increased  " 

With  regard  to  food  there  is  no  suggestion  that  the  army 
behind  the  fines  is  on  short  rations,  but  there  are  difficultii 
in  getting  supplies  up  to  the  front  trenches,  and  it  is  re- 
commended  that  men  going  into  action  should  carry  their 
food's     ''"°"  ^''*'°"''  "—that  is,  a  more  ample  supply  of' tinned 

They  ask  for  more  tinned  meats,  tinned  sausages,  bread,  and 
nuncral  waters,  but  the  General  advises  that  tinned  herring 
should  not  be  eaten,  as  they  encourage  thirst. 

In  aU  but  the  food  department  the  German  organization  of 
supplies  IS  weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting  by  one 
of  their  own  great  Generals. 

In  spite  of  all  their  boasted  genius  of  organization,  and  it  has 
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been  wonderful  (let  us  admit  t'nat  handsomely),  it  could  not 
withstand  the  tremendous  pressure  of  our  July  thrust. 

It  failed  item  bv  item— artillery,  aviation,  ammunition,  and 
stores  of  every  kind.  The  Staffs  were  inadecjuate,  the  communi- 
cations broke  down,  the  ^rreat  German  war-maehmc  was  strained 
and  put  out  of  gear  and  badly  knocked  about  by  the  ferocity 
and  continuance  of  the  British  assault. 

Since  then  it  has  not  been  able  to  recover  its  efllciency.  The 
pressure  has  become  more  powerful,  the  strain  harder  to  bear. 

If  General  von  Armin  were  to  >vrite  a  second  report  on  the 
battles  of  the  Sommc  it  would  be  a  more  gloomy  document  than 
this  But  what  he  has  written  stands,  and  it  is  a  fnghtfiU 
confession  which  would  put  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  German 
people  could  they  read  it.  .      ^     *u 

They  will  not  be  allowed  to  read  it,  for  it  tells  the  truth, 
which'the  war  lords  are  hiding  from  them. 

[It  will  be  seen  that  my  dispatches  do  not  include  the  capture 
of  Beaumont-Hamel— one  of  the  most  astounding  achievements 
in  all  this  fighting.  In  October  I  was  compelled  to  go  home 
on  sick-leave,  so  that  I  missed  that  great  battle  on  the  Ancre. 
It  has  revived  the  nation's  hope  that  by  a  continuous  series  of 
these  blows  the  German  resistance  will  break  ilown  utterly  at 
last  and  that  thcv  wiU  acknowledge  defeat.  From  a  military 
point  of  view  that  hope  is  the  best  thing  we  have,  but  the 
fulfilment  of  it  must  be  deferred  through  many  months  of 
another  year,  reeking,  like  this  one,  of  blood  and  massacre  and 
sacrifice.] 
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